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This week, Bands on Bordeaux 
will feature a coastal sound 
through Soca Jukebox.

Guitar player Jason Riley said 
this is the 20th year playing with 
front man and steel pan player 
Clay Johnston, lead steel pan 
player and percussionist Jay Al-
bright, drummer David Jarman 
and electric bass player Ben 
Leimkuhler.

Riley noted the lead steel pan 
is one drum that plays the high 

notes, where the pans that John-
ston plays are known as “double 
seconds.” There are two pans, 
and the notes are a bit lower.

The group of fi ve formed from 
a college class, Riley said. They 
all attended at Missouri Western 
State University in St. Joseph. 
Their music department was 
one of the fi rst in the Midwest 
to purchase an entire steel pan 
orchestra, so they learned to play 
in college together.

“A few of the boys had a pro-

fessional band with our instruc-
tor, and we started another band 
on the side but they sort of re-
tired,” Riley said. “We’d been 
out of school a few years before 
I was invited to join, and we got 
another drummer. We’ve been 
doing it ourselves ever since.”

The sound from the band is 
described as Island Rock and 
Reggae. “We play a lot of familiar 
music,” Riley said. “Everything 
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Last Friday, nearly 55 fi rst 
through eight grade students 
took the stage at the Chadron 
High School auditorium, in front 
of a standing room only audience, 
for the culmination of this year’s 
Chadron Summer Drama pro-
gram, a production of Newsies Jr.

During a dress rehearsal earlier 
in the week, Wendy Rhoads noted 
the 54 students are not only act-
ing and singing on stage but also 
do a lot of the technical respon-
sibilities such as lighting and 
sound. Helping the youngsters 
with their lines and choreography 
are several high school students 
and graduates who act as “camp 
coaches.”

Rhoads added some of these 
students were in Summer Drama 
— currently in its sixth year — 
before they aged out. Some of 
the Newsies cast and crew have 
been involved with the program 
the past four years. Rhoads also 
expressed her appreciation to Kat 
Rischling for helping students 
learn their choreography.

“Kat has done every one [of the 
programs] since I started.” Risch-

ling, who will be a kindergarten 
teacher this coming school year 
“still can talk in that little kid 
voice,” Rhoads said.

Also helping this year is Dana 
Tewahade, who did the set de-
sign.

When working with students at 
such diff erent ages, Rhoads fi rst 
breaks them into teams, half older 
kids and half younger. “That’s 
important to me,” she said, “be-
cause there’s no place for middle 
school [students] to be the old-
est and the most important. They 
need that space.”

Rhoads noted she had a sim-
ilar program in Colorado, with 
seniors all the way through. She 
wrote a grant with the Chadron 
Public Schools Foundation her 
fi rst year here. She wanted it to 
be free, so it was accessible to 
everyone, and it got hooked onto 
the after school program so now 
there’s a small fee but they also 
get snacks.

While most work up until 
noon, some stay until 2 p.m., 
having what Rhoads refers to as 
a “working lunch.”

In the fi rst days of the program, 

students are on 30-minute rota-
tions between singing, dancing, 
theater games, creative writing 
and other practices. Coaches 
are also required to learn chore-
ography so they can assist when 
needed.

It’s a cool thing, she said, to al-
low the middle school students a 
chance to shine and be the “big 
kids” of the camp. To that end, 
they are referred to as “bigs” with 
the young students, of course, 
being “littles.”

“It’s super cool to watch,” 
Rhoads said of calling out “Bigs!” 
and watching them step up where 
they’re needed. Additionally, she 
said, it’s just as fun to watch the 
“littles” when they’re observing 
a scene, learning from the older 
students. The group also steps off  
stage to watch how microphone 
packs are turned on or how stage 
fi ghts are done.

She also enjoys the students 
not having enough ego to think 
they can’t do something, so they 
are up for anything. Tell them 
they’re doing a show in 10 days, 
and they’ll jump in with both feet.

As for how she selected News-

ies, Rhoads said when she works 
with high school students she 
knows who she has to work with. 
“For this, we have no idea,” she 
said with a laugh. She and Risch-
ling work to fi nd productions 
with genderless roles and more 
a fantasy theme rather than his-
torical so there’s plenty of room 
to provide some room. Another 
consideration in the selection is 
shows that have big ensembles, 
as these allow stage time for all of 
the kids, and those that have few 
costume and set changes, if any.

Among Rhoads’ favorite things 
of the drama program is watch-
ing the introverts become ex-
pressive actors when they hit the 
stage, coming out of their shells 
and even helping fellow students 
when they can. Not everyone is 
cut out to coach the students, 
she said, and many of them re-
spond better when they have 
someone with a common trait. 
For instance, Rhoads isn’t a tenor 
singer so she can’t readily help a 
young tenor as easily as another 
student could.

“To me it’s just a blessing. It’s 
super fun.”

CON MARSHALL

Four inductions will be made 
into the Dawes County Agricul-
tural Hall of Fame beginning at 
2 p.m. on Sunday, July 31 in the 
Grandstand at the Dawes County 
Fairgrounds. Nearly 180 induc-
tions have been made, including 
many couples who shared the 
honor, since the Hall of Fame was 
founded in 1989.

Dawes County is one of the few 
counties that have an Ag Hall of 
Fame. It helps remember those 
who have been the agricultural 
leaders and supporters through 
the years.

Sunday’s program is open 
to the public without charge. 
Other honors will include the 
presentation of six Good Neigh-
bor Awards and an Extra Miler 
Award.

This year’s Hall of Fame in-
ductees are Chet and Stephanie 
Ansley of Hemingford, John and 
Sheri Grint and their daughter 
Jeri Anderson, all of Chadron, 
the Crawford Livestock Market 
and the Chadron High School 
FFA Program.

The Ansleys had been on Hall 
of Fame Selection Committee’s 
“futures” list for several years. 
Unfortunately, the action did not 
occur before Chet lost his life in a 
vehicle accident near the family’s 
ranch just north of the Niobrara 
River a year ago.

The outpouring of sympathy 
that followed showed how much 
friends thought of Chet and his 
loved ones. At least 400 attended 
the memorial service at the ranch 
and some $9.000 in gifts was 
given to help support perhaps 
his favorite charity—Christian 
missionaries.

Chet and Stephanie were high 
school sweethearts at Fairplay, 
Colo. After their marriage they 
attended Colorado State Uni-
versity and then ranched with 
his parents east of Greeley for 18 
years. In 1989, they purchased 
the ranch that other esteemed 
couples—Fred and Agnes Nee-
land, John and Katie Engel and 
Rod and Jean Hinman—had 
owned.

The Ansleys initially took in 

Dawes County 
Ag Hall of 
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It’s time again for the Dawes 
County Fair, celebrating 136 years 
in 2022 with a theme of “Tough 
Enough to Wear Pink!”

The events get underway on 
Thursday, with 4-H Clothing 
checking at 8:30 a.m., followed 
by judging at 9 a.m. Running from 
10-11 a.m. is the 4-H Family and 
Consumer Sciences Challenge.

In the afternoon it’s the 4-H 
Presentation Contest at 4:30 p.m., 
followed by the 4-H Fashion Show 
at 7 p.m. The public is invited to 
the show, but rather than it being 
at the fairgrounds as in previous 

years, it will be at the high school 
along with the rest of Thursday’s 
events.

On Friday, the animal shows 
begin with the 4-H Cat Show 
check in at 8 a.m. and the show 
following. In the afternoon, it’s 
time for the dogs with check-in 
at 12:30 p.m. and the show at 
1 p.m. Both shows are at the Vet-
ter Building.

The Dixie Eaton/Henken Rob-
erts Building is also sure to be busy 
Friday, with Open Class check-in 
beginning at 9 a.m.; Open Class 
judging is at 2 p.m.

Saturday gets started early at 

the arena, with a breakfast at 
7 a.m. Having a good breakfast is 
important for the horse riders, as 
they will be busying themselves 
through the day with the 4-H 
Working Ranch and Performance 
Horse Show beginning at 8 a.m.; 
check-in is at 7:30 a.m. There 
will also be a Hippology chal-
lenge from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. at 
the arena stage area.

Saturday evening, don’t be 
afraid to get down and dirty with 
the Dawes County Fair Board Hog 
Wrestling west of the arena. The 
event is certainly a popular one, 
with seats fi lling up early. Prior to 

the wrestling is a chance to make 
some money with wrangler auc-
tion.

Sunday is all about recognizing 
residents, with the Dawes County 
Hall of Fame induction at 2 p.m. 
in the grandstands. After the cer-
emony, it’s time of the check-in 
of the Antique Tractor Pull, with 
the main event, and the Hall of 
Fame awards reception, scheduled 
for 4 p.m. North of the arena, be 
sure to check out the entertaining 
Lawn Mower Association Races 
starting at 3 p.m.

Doors open 8:30 a.m. Monday 
at the 4-H Building, for exhibit 

check-ins. From 9 a.m. until 
1 p.m., 4-H static exhibit inter-
view judging will take place. From 
2-4 p.m. decorated cakes will be 
judged, and there’s opportunity to 
claim some sweets during the live 
cake and pie auction in the grand-
stands at 5:30 p.m.; free popsicles 
will also be available.

In the arena Monday afternoon, 
stick horse races run from 2:30- 
4 p.m., with the youth rodeo for 
ages 7-18 at 5 p.m. At the east end 
of the race track, take aim during 
the 3-D archery shoot, open to 

Fair kicks off this week
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The cast of Newsies Jr. entertains Friday afternoon. The production included 54 local students, under the direction of Wendy Rhoads, for the 
Chadron Summer Drama’s sixth year.

Camp provides theater experience
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