
PRESS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  

SENATOR FRYE-MUELLER ISSUES STATEMENT ON REINSTATEMENT 
  
Rapid City, SD (Feb.3, 2023) – The South Dakota Senate has reinstated Senator Julie 
Frye-Mueller, with a public censure and restricting her interactions with the Legislative 
Research Council.  Senator Julie Frye-Mueller has issued another statement: 

Press Statement: Senator Frye-Mueller made the decision to withdraw her federal 

lawsuit, as initially filed. She was given extremely short notice “suspending” the 

Senator from her elected office based upon unsubstantiated hearsay. 

 The Senator’s counsel is reviewing both the unauthorized actions of the Senate 

as a body, and Senate President Pro Tempore, Lee Schoenbeck, individually, in 

interfering with the Senator’s ability to fulfill her duties of office. She was stripped 

of her committee assignments; her Senate email account was closed to thwart 

communicate on with her constituents; she was barred from introducing or 

guiding legislation in the face of fast-approaching legislative deadlines; and was 

prohibited from casting any votes on behalf of District 30.  

The Senator adamantly denies accusations which were deliberately undisclosed 

until just prior to a very public hearing on the matter, as they were 

simultaneously presented to the press. The Senate’s “reinstatement” of Senator 

Frye-Mueller’s elected office has proven a hasty but nominal announcement to 

save face, given the absence of any authority to “suspend” the Senator’s office. As 

of the date of this release, the Senator has not been restored to her committee 

assignments (which committees have simultaneously been stacked with 

questionable legislation) and has been given an undefined restriction on her use 

of essential legislative staff and resources, effectively hamstringing her ability to 

steer legislation on behalf of District 30.  

Senator Frye-Mueller greatly appreciates the outpouring of support and is 

determined to continue serving the constituents of District 30 and the State of 

South Dakota. 


