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SUNDAY SPECIAL

suncoy Fon 4,105 118

Blackhawks pulled together the Tri-Cities

Cantlined from Page 1S

of theBavenpart Times. *1t was
surething mew. High schood basket-
trall was so B\g iu'n: at that time hat
ey did D)

They ﬂdn I ﬂwu 3,500 eveey
wight:though, The second game
aumacted only 1,700, The lar
crawd was 4, 401! for the season
finale against Fort Wayne. It came
after fhie team already waw elimi-
nated-from the playolfs and it sent
o message. Ferns immedintely
announced that the team would
veturd for the 194744 seasan,

\mndam:gm I<|:1 average of
+.288 nnd by the time the e
A 45D sessn tlekets aircady
I|.|=\ been ua klr the next year.
ir lnst season in
|h| \B[ the lekhnwlu reached a
ek with an average of 4,594 pay-
Iivge customers per game. The busi-
ness wiss theiving enough to mak
me peaple iy mn didn't et in

“Dumbest hing wo dhd.., v fo
s up & chance (o bury i stick of
stk i the local National Hisskctball
g Franchise,” Rck Isand
Argis columaist Bill Kinney winde in
Maresand rwnning
. e ligh .. perhigs Les
Ferris, 1., Gralton and other share-
halders are webcome to the headiches
that ga with the diskdends.”

i1 154950, I the mew NR

Blackhawks' average atiendance
slpped y 1 s A2 Ty 585
1o st semson Bere, I shipped 10 less
i 1000 people e

T 1 ever di
o the 1. Althaugh observe
feamer e Blacktiw ks ae bebng

spirited and competitive, they had
anly ene winning seasan, 1948-49,

Tliey underwent in-seaion coaching |

\unm:w. il st thede first veor
icks

Jh-mw Inu. the secon

Hickey Wiy rephice
Tiabby MeDesmolt, who had bed

hatly Fort Wayne uml( hieago to

supliced Hickey and the
hiwhs improved nodiceably,
th place 1o

AH swason an

it of fiest place d
s of molt, known
for i vt vo-haneded sel

WhH 44 oy I comched i

AmericanAlriines

= BUFFALO

* CHICAGO STATE
* EASTERN ILLINOIS

+ VALPARAISO
« WESTERM ILLINOIS
* YOUNGSTOWN STATE

* MISSOUR-KANSAS CTY

b 1o 2 respectable 25-30 a1 that
point but it wasn't good enoagh.
Out went M and in came
Roger Potier, who had retired =5
Maline High School's caach to enter
private business. Pottes went 118
the rest of the way but when he lost
Sour of he first five games in 1945
i), he wis replisced by Auerbach,
who would later build the Boston
Celtics into a dynasty. The toam had
three coaches in 1950-51
The flow of players was similar
By the end of the thisd season.
194549, wmly one plaser was siill
arsnind from the original group that
muved over from Buffalo in 1947,
That was Don Otten, who had
e an all-time grest at Bawling
Gireen and was one of the NBL
most dominant players. The Madeen
Encyclopedia of Basketball sty
Otten as being f-foat #, 245 poands.
it he wis Tisted at vafion limes in
his carcer as cither 6-11 or 7-foot. In
iy s he it e ul:lun .
eraged 128 p
nm for th, Blackbanls i 1946-
A7, 13.7 in *47.48 (second only o
NBL superstar George Mikan ), and
# league-leading 11K in 4549,
Amang the other prominent plas -
ers of those first few years were

Stan “Whitey™ Von Nieda, Billy
Hassen, Dwight *Dike” Eddleman
Marray Wier. Doa Ray. Dee Gibson
and McDermstt himssil

Van Nieda. a srappy forward
from Penn State. sveraged 121
polmts in 194748 and was named 1
the NBL All-Rookie team. He was
alvo voiod the Blackhawks” mos
popular player afier that season.

sett, from Natre Dumne. aver-

aged 1L points per game that sea-
sum and emerged a1 the feam’s cap-
tain and mast combative playes

“1t seesned like every game of 50
be'd et into an argument with the
afficials,” wid Jim Gustafion of
Cambridge. [IL, a frequent specta
tar at Blackhawks games. “Hametl
Mkl b e VAR e
and really

1 ik it wars mu 0 put ona
show because then every oy
would just waalk away and forget i
Bt the crowd boved in.

Such events were commasplace.
While many of the plavers were
solid citizem who went on to distin

for peatlenaly betay
plavers wete
mam of them had more
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U.S. GOVERNMENT VEHICLE AUCTION
Thursday, February 8, 1996 at 5:30 PM.
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GREATER QUAD CITY AUTO AUCTION

4300 ARCHER DRIVE

(R.I CO. FAIRGROUNDS)

EAST MOLINE, IL
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tecth,” wrote Terry Phutoin his
1992 book “Tall Tales.™ “They
haskethall but they'd raher drink
eer than play hail And they'd
ather fght than dnk

The Timewut Tavern is closed but
the massive Blackhawks mural that
hug on the wall
fow at Gatshy'
Mast of the other sign
team's existence are gone. Arci
mnseunts and historical societics
have: no phatos of liems relating fo
the Blac

Blackhasks memorabilia — pro-

s, photos, ticket stubs
There's not miich lelt now except
tmemories,
Yook ware pree dwpk Limis
1y

v
puld setder
came fram bath Mln of the
river (n watch those ganees,”

* 9th ANNUAL BALLOON SALE *
3 DAYS ONLY - FRI., SAT. & SUN., FEB. 2ND, 3RD & 4TH!

SAVE 5% T0 50% ON YOUR PURCHASE

ON ALL NEW
1996
IKEFICHANI:HSE
AND LASTYEARS
MERCHANDISE
AT EVEN BETTER
SAVINGS!
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DAVENP ° RT
1/8 Mile West of North Park Mall
1112 West Kimberly Rd.

= I86-1188

EVERY BALLOON
HAS & DISCOUNT
OUPON INIT!

THIS SALE
INCLUDES
ALL

MERCHANDISE
ALREADY ON
SALE 50 YOU

CAN SAVE
EVEN MORE!

FREE Finandi
5200 ar mo
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