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Hawks now are 4-5 in Big Ten

By Don Doxsle
QUAD T TIMES

IOWA CITY — Mant Gaudio served
as @ volumeer conch for the Penn State
haskethall team Last season.

He coaldn’s play. Chronix back prob-
lems seemingly had ended his career

Bui his hack looked plenty strong
Suturday as he carried |0th.ranked
Penn State (o one of its biggest victiies
of the Big Ten scason,

Gaudia fired in elght paints in over-
time aftec his teammates had Launched a

ing hopes for Big Ten glory witha s
cinty at Carver-Hawkeve Arena.

The win kept the surprising Nitzany
Lions (16-2 averal, 7.2 Big Ten) atap the
league siandings and  kept the
Hawkeyes, the preseasan Lavarites, right
where they were, joo — in sisth place.

Saturday's loss was Jowa's firt at
home this seass. 1t makes the s and

Weads into the second half of the confer-
ence schedule with 3 45 pecord (156
overall) and only a marginal thot 1 a
NCAA Tournament berth.

1r's o time to give up.
Andre Woolridge said
season at all*

Bul it certainly wan a wansted alier-
noon, thanks fe Gandio, a 6-fo
senior wheo has riven above his hack ail
ments 1o become Penn State’s go-tn guy.

“He's a gond free-theow shooter .ms
e can finish down there,” Penn

oach Jerry Dunn wid. “He's sar e
and we went (0 him.™

bowa went in its horse in the overtime.
100, s he £xirn wssion ﬂnl-d into
shootoul  between
Woolridge. Firs.
then Woolridge,
Woolridge

When Woolridge missed the first
v o thrws i 1 e

junior puard
“I's mot 2 wanzed

then Gaudio. then
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‘Those were great days’ -

' Tri-Cities Blackhawks

well, Just Bk ot the window, That's what it was
MT There had been a kot of snow already that
hi temprratures dropped fo minus. 17
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National Basheihall |
e years lat

Il hictary,

il the citizens of o half-diren towns and becam.

“The town was great.
We got good support.

clhusen the sight place to stuate thei new
ol ranchise

ulter m||-|u. ing pettiaps the greatest coach in pro
o info the new National Baskethal

ing  part of the
daily labric of the
vommunity, the

The baliplayers there

were very big fish in
a small pool. They
treated us royally.

Mitwahee
Hawks, then the
St Louis Hawks.
and finally the
Adlanta Hawks
But it probably never
found a more fervent
fan hase than the sne it
d for five seasans in

Marko Todorovich,
former player and coach
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named Loonie Darting. It hadn't been a rousing uccess, At ane time
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CHAMPAIGN, [l — Iiinois coach
Lo Henson couldy't decide which was
worse — skethal] team’s. sorry

ts wreiched rebouniling

night.
B, there wiss no mistaking the fact
that the Fighting
it thele
worst perf v
of the year m
Wisconsin waiked -
amay froets the
Assembly Hall with -
& Big Ten win. ;
o my 21 years
| here, that w = o
of the worst games
we' rla-ni * Henson said. “1t was
13 petcent from the
second.worsi effort of th
war — and was. manhamdled an the
baards 47-33. But aunshers alone don't

wee teams but by 1946 it had bal

i therm located ln umaller Midwest

Berween them, Kerner am Ferris scraped igether
§I.!!'I 10 buy a franchése and they foumded the Buffalo
Bisans. They recruited an old New York Celllcs hero
e ot ik m the conch sgond 1 oot 11
Towling Geeen star pamed Don and purchased
wome flashy texd unifarms per i
P They were anly 13 gamies into the senture
when they realized they had made ane major
ey b chosen the wrong city
Buffala wasn't jnteresied. Attendaice
i terrible. They were il
530,008 in debt. The venture was
ready o crash on take-off

Kerner and Fervla bogan 1o seek

{reener pastures

iravels as o sabesmen. When
they heard that an exhibitio
game between the Chicags
e und the Syeacuse
National had drawn 4

crowd of 1300 at Wharton
Field House, they contict:

e acquaintances in the
area
ey were eventually
put in touch with the

yan Grafon, e
wck

who woald
by stock

and
Suver-krup of Moline: Melvin McKay
White of Rock |dand: and Dal My
Leuch of Betiendorf. The trans
many as $1 stackhalders
The oper
by the first of the year, the Ruffaln Hisons had
become the Tri-Cities Blackhawks.
Graltan became president of the e
Stverknap serving as vice president and Cook, &
Davenport attorney, takinng the tile of secretary-
tressurer
However, Kerner and Ferris still ran things
Kermer would later Lake over a5 ihe ity
stackholder o \-m when the NBL merged
the Raskethal ol Aamwrion 10 foews (h

NBA- P deckled gt out al that pait bul in
nmum ‘vears Kerner apparenily was a silent port.

rams, from the team’s early
o withe the tile

Bakinces manages Mike Fitzgerokd ad

o are shown. But not Kerner

The team immediately found much mote support than il ever hud in Bulfale, 1 ev idenced
‘opencr with the Fort Wayne Zoliner:

w0 start off with,” recalled Jerry Jurpens. who was then sporrs editor

— BIACKRHAW

“Plewse turm 1o Page 108

ration came (wgether very quickly and

Nightmares get worse for lowa, lllinois

Loss drops Fighti

ing lllini to 3-6

tell the entire story in Henson's eyes.

“We wanldn't have scored if they had
nobody on us, That's how bad we were,”
he said. “We were very patheilc offen-
sively.

When the game was an the line, lliinols
may have been even worse defensively.

Hennssy Auriantal, who spent most of
Saturday lmiting Kiwane Garris o a
career-Jow two points with his defense.
ended the 1l E three-game win streaks

by hiting his only two baskets of the,

e, 3 seconds,
tal’s basket with seven

(147 overall) stari
the. mlﬂpnml ol the ig Ten
i chance to m.ﬂw 0 Hﬂl: i
in the I:llgnr but we made some mis
tukes down the stretch onight and it
cosl s i chance 10 win (he game,” Hlinl
Farward Rryant N ¥
As fr as Hemson was concerned, the
ILLINOIS
Please nm o Page 35
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Last laugh
belonged
. | to Kerner

W He owned part
of team for 22 years

HE man wha should be
ohle (0 dhed the most light
wa the fiveyear run of the

Tri-City Blackhasws can’t
" wan't,

Ham Kermer refuses (o be inter:
viewid an e wibject

Fle is K2 years ol and l1yes in
comfortable retirement in the St
Lauls suburb of Ladue, Mo, But
the inflrmities of old age have
b thelr way with him, He
buarely remensbers the |W0s and
"8, II|. only vaguely recalls the
ity Rlaskhivwks,

4o i el mmmmrr

those days,” Kerer fe
Inguiring histarian (o o very
hrief phone comversation. <1
have na comment,

That's diffleulr uuln 1y many
wayn, 1o many peaple, Ren
Kerner wus the Tr-Cily

Players and caoches ¢
went it n alarming pac
ch |||w Jase tar yenrs the

am pland hre. i enplosed
Jeaat 10 ifFerent plavers. 1t
seven coaches In five vears

Bt Kerner was here for the
duration, In fact, he owned

e of the franehise for 22

in

s v ihing ta win
nd promere hallganses. Ben way
al far Ben Kernee, Everyone
knew that, |
K but be wa

sk a dirzen different penpln
who crossed his {
et dazen different mp- s
ahaut Hen Kerner

Ben was  nice guy,” says
Jerry Jurgens, the sponis editor
of e Davenport Times in that
exa. “He treatel the press real
well. Even when yau wra
pmething bitter about same-
1hing the team did, he still treat:
e you jd

Hear in nind that Kernere
inwitesd almast every local sports-

£ almpst o

. he men who
worked for the mercurial little
owner [iked him, Marty Blake,
o the director of scouting far
the NBA, was Kerner's public
welations director and jock of all
les for 15 ye alier the fran-
chiot dgaciid the QMI Citls
Milsukee and 5
Benny was great to HI(
KS ERNER
Wiase tariie Fags i

Copyright © 2018 Newspapers.com.

All Rights Reserved.




