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Yes- Public may 
comment on an agenda 
item after it is read. 
While citizens are 
limited to only one 
comment per agenda 
item, they may 
comment on multiple 
items. 

No. No. No. No. No. Yes- Public may 
comment on an agenda 
item after it is read. 
While citizens are 
limited to only one 
comment per agenda 
item, they may 
comment on multiple 
items. 

No. No. No. Yes- Public may 
comment on an agenda 
item after it is read. 
While citizens are 
limited to only one 
comment per agenda 
item, they may 
comment on multiple 
items. 

Yes- Public may 
comment on an agenda 
item after it is read. 
While citizens are 
limited to only one 
comment per agenda 
item, they may 
comment on multiple 
items. 

PRE-REGISTERING 
FOR PUBLIC 

COMMENT ON 
AGENDA ITEMS

No. N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A Yes - Public must sign 
up to speak by 
completing the sign-up 
sheet in the back of 
Council Chambers 
before the meeting 
begins. 

N/A N/A N/A No. No.

TIME LIMITATIONS

5 minutes N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 3 minutes N/A N/A 3 minutes 3 minutes 3 minutes
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AGENDA ITEMS

PUBLIC COMMENT 
ON INDIVIDUAL 
AGENDA ITEMS
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Yes- Public may comment on 
any city business not already 
discussed as an agenda item. 

Yes- Public may only speak 
during "Public Request for 
Comment."  It is during this 
time that they can discuss 
anything on the agenda or 
anything outside of the agenda. 
This is held at the beginning of 
a meeting and each individual 
is limited to 2 minutes.

Yes- Public may only speak 
during "Public with Input."  It is 
during this time that they can 
discuss anything outside of the 
agenda. This is held at the end 
of a meeting and each citizen is 
limited to 5 minutes.

Yes- While citizens may 
comment on city business, they 
may only do so during "Citizens 
Request to be Heard."  It is 
during this time that they can 
comment on any city business 
including agenda items.This is 
held at the end of the meeting 
and each citizen is limited to 5 
minutes. 

Yes- Any City resident, property 
owner, or taxpayer may request 
to speak at a regular Council 
meeting, during 
"Communications/Reports"  by 
filing such request in writing.  
This takes place near the end of 
the meeting. 

Yes- Those residing in 
Dubuque may comment on any 
city business. 

Yes- Public may comment on 
any city business not already 
discussed as an agenda item.  

Yes- Public may only speak 
during "Public Comment."  It is 
during this time that they can 
discuss anything on the agenda 
or anything outside of the 
agenda. 

Yes- Public may only speak 
during "Public Comment."  It is 
during this time that they can 
discuss anything on the agenda 
or anything outside of the 
agenda. Public Comment is 
held at the beginning of City 
Council meetings.

Yes- Public may comment on 
any individual items/topics; this 
is traditionally done during 
"Public with Comment (also 
known as Public with 
Business)."

Yes- Public may comment on 
any city business not already 
discussed as an agenda item. 

Yes- Public may comment on 
any city business not already 
discussed as an agenda item. 

PRE-REGISTERING FOR 
PUBLIC WITH BUSINESS

No. No. Yes - Public must sign up to 
speak by completing the sign-
up sheet in the back of Council 
Chambers before the meeting 
begins. 

No. Yes- the request must be 
completed in writing with the City 
Clerk on or after the date ten 
days preceding a regular Council 
meeting, but prior to 5 pm on the 
Tuesday preceding a regular 
Council meeting.

No. Yes - Public must sign up to 
speak by completing the sign-
up sheet in the back of Council 
Chambers before the meeting 
begins. 

Yes- Public should sign up as 
they enter council chambers, if 
they intend to speak; however 
this is not enforced. 

Yes - Public must sign up to 
speak by completing the sign-
up sheet in the back of Council 
Chambers before the meeting 
begins. 

No. No. No.

TIME LIMITATIONS

3 minutes 2 minutes 5 minutes 5 minutes 3 minutes; 20 people; maximum 
of 60 minutes total; made 
effective January 8, 2024. 

5 minutes each, 30 minutes 
total (i.e. 6 Citizens)

Individuals will be provided 3 
minutes to speak. The 
Community Comment period is 
toward the start of the meeting 
(6 pm); this section will 
conclude at 7 pm. unless an 
extension is needed to meet a 
minimum 30 minutes of total 
time allocated for the 
Community Comment period.

The Mayor reserves the right to 
reduce the 3 minute period 
based on the number of
individuals. 

3 minutes 5 minutes each; 30 minutes 
total.

3 minutes 3 minutes 3 minutes

ADDITIONAL NOTES

Council meets 4 times a  month 
(2-Committee of the Whole; 2-
City Council). Public able to 
provide comments at City 
Council (2 times per month).  

Council meets the 1st and 3rd 
Tuesday; the Monday prior is 
Committee of the Whole. No 
public comment is allowed at 
Committee of the Whole. 

Cedar Rapids hosts two council 
meetings monthly; no 
Committee of the Whole. The 
Public may speak at the 
meeting during "Public 
Comment" and "Public with 
Input, During the Public 
Comment section the public 
can speak on agenda items 
with a 5 minute limitation (must 
also pre-register). 

Their Committee of the Whole 
is called "Study Session." A 
Study Session includes City 
Council and Department Heads 
meeting together. Citizens are 
invited but they cannot 
comment. Citizens can 
comment at council meetings 
during "Citizens Request to be 
Heard". 

Two council meetings a month 
except for July and September.  
Des Moines does not have 
Committee of the Whole; 
because of this, people are 
allowed to sign up to speak on 
Consent Agenda Items during the 
designated time at the beginning 
of the Agenda. Citizens must pre-
register by 5 pm on the Tuesday 
preceding a regular Council 
meeting. 3 minutes per speaker, 
15 minutes maximum on this 
section. 

Two council meetings per 
month. The consent agenda 
items are considered to be 
routine and non-controversial; if 
a citizen would like to discuss 
one of the consent items, they 
may go to the podium and be 
recognized by the Mayor and 
state the item they would like 
removed from the consent 
agenda for separate discussion 
and consideration. Citizens may 
comment during "Public Input" 
on any agenda item or city 
business.  

Formal council meetings are 
held the first and third Tuesday 
of each month. The Work 
Session (Committee of the 
Whole) is held the same day as 
Council at 4 pm and will go until 
6 pm if needed. The public can 
attend the Work Session but 
cannot speak.  

Committee of the Whole and 
City Council are held on the 
same night. The Public is able 
to comment during "Public 
Comment," which takes place 
twice throughout the agenda. 
(Once at the beginning and 
once at the end.)

Council meets 1st and 4th 
Mondays of the month. Study 
Session (Committee of the 
Whole) and City Council are 
held on the same night. The 
Public is able to comment 
during "Public Comment" at the 
Study Session and during 
"Public Comment" at City 
Council.  

For Committee of the Whole, 
the public is allowed to join this 
meeting and comment during 
"Public with Comment." Public 
may also comment during 
"Public with Comment" at the 
board meeting. The Board of 
Supervisors meets bi-weekly in 
the Scott County Administrative 
Center. Committee of the 
Whole Meetings are held on 
every other Tuesday at 8:30 am 
and regular Board meetings are 
held the following Thursday 
evening at 5 pm.

Council meets the first four 
Mondays of the month. Public 
are able to provide comments 
at both Committee of the Whole 
and City Council.  

Formal council meetings are 
held the first and third Mondays 
of each month. Council has 
Work Sessions (Committee of 
the Whole). Public are not 
allowed to comment during 
Work Sessions. Public are 
allowed to speak during "Public 
with Comment." Public with 
Comment is held towards the 
beginning of the meeting.
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