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Ay name is Mitchell Gayer. | am 24 years old and a 2008 graduate of Rocknidge High
Sencal | am here to tak to you about drunk driving. | know - most of you might not want o be hete
istening to some guy rattie on MTEWWMWNWWW-WWW ?
aur inends have talked to you 2bout at least once in your life, but | am asking you to focus one L
more ime and 1o hear me out bacause the only good thatican come out of my story is i you fsten.
Trustme, | was in your shoes six years ago. | sat i the same bleachers listening to other

individuals fike myself speak. | thought their stories full of wamings wmm:uw
hagpen to me, but come this November, it be one year since my lfe changed forever for the
worse. | am here hoping to help you to see that you can stop yourself from living your life like me. |
iive with the guestion, “what if " What if | had thought twice about gaftting into that vehicle with my
fnends after we had been dninking? Believe me, you don't want to live with these torturous
thoughts, or to try fo live through and process an expernience like this.

| was involved in an alcohot-refated car accident with my two closest friends - my day-in
and day-out fiends. The night before Thanksgiving, November 27#, 2013, | went outin my 1998
Chevy S10 pick up truck with my two best friends- Jamie, my girlfriend on and off of & years, and
Clayton Carver, my best buddy since grade school. The truck rolled, hit a tree, and flattened the
roof against our heads. Jamie died from massive head injuries. (pause here.) Clayton died from
massive head injunies as well. My injuries from the accident included a fractured back in three
places, fractured neck, a tear in my aorta, swelling of the brain, and paralysis of my face. | only
remember waking up St Francis Hospital in Peoria, IL. Because of a memory loss caused by my
injuries, | don't remember where we had been, what | had had to drink, or why we were on the
mad.ldukmwmrf'rjmdsandImuk:lmthavemannadtndﬁnkaﬂﬁﬁw.butmbmmm
another and our “fiving for the moment attitude” at the iime;lg_ﬂﬂJamiaandﬂlaﬂm.

Each and every one of us has responsibilities to uphold. Adding alcohol 1o your life- to your
responsibilities- will never have a positive outcome. | was in high schnolnutmlu'gmlm
how easy it can be to give in to the pressure of peers. Ishmuhav&mmghtmb&mm 7
hbﬂmlwhde Snnnmrmhavemstaﬂuptuﬂmmmfm‘mmﬂi »sponsibi s
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e followed. We knew better. We just weren 't thinking about them at the time. We

we should hav
vere hanging out together and living in the moment.”
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| had a blood alcohol level of .146. Clayton had a blood alcohol level of .165. Jamie had

Jero blood alcohol, The Rock Island Stale’s Atiomey charged me with Aggravated Driving umar
ihe Influence of Alcohol resulting in two deaths. If | am convicted, the law provides a minimum
sentence of six years in prison, up to a maximum of 28 years in prison. | may be#ﬁ-ﬁﬂﬁarsuld .
when | am released from prison if convicted. My legal fees and fines are a huge burden tomy
tamily and me... But my remorse is nothing compared mmmﬁmmwmwmﬁm

This could be you. You or somegne you aarﬂmwmmﬂmmmnfamnur
could

;

daughter, a brother, or sister, grandchild or yourself, Families mu!d be devastated. You

serye between B to 28 years in an adult prison. You could totally change the lives of the family,

elatives, and friends of the people that could be killed because you made the choice to drive

drunk. You could have to live with this guilt for the rest of your life.
| will never get Jamie and Clayton hack Their families live with the gaping hole of their

absence in their lives. They won't have the chance fo tell them how much they meant to them, and
| won't ever have the chance to tell them how much they impacted my life. Clayton was with me
through it all since we were young. We enjoyed a lot of hobbies fogether such as hunting. Jamie
taught me, among so many other important things, about love. My injuries and my possible prison
sentence do not equal the death of my two best friends, who | loved dearly. There is no
punishment, no loss of driving privileges, no severe injuries to myself, or a number of yearsin a
prison cell that can bring back my friends from their early death.

My words m:fe raal ?ﬂf story today is real. Put your name in place of mine, me_uk.e & poor |
choice. and you could end up like me. If you find yourself in a situation where it isn't safe to drive or
{o take the ride you had planned on taking, your family or another friend would love to give you
safe ride home. Trust your gut and remember your responsibility to take care of yourself.

 Please don't put any more families or friends through this pain. Don't do something that
. you know is wrong like getting in 2 vehicle when safety s questionable. Don't drive after drinking.
'-'.594 your loved ones drive after drinking. Don't ride with someone who has been drinking.
repeat, don'tdo ! One night of fun could lead to a lifetime of regret. Believe me when|
J ?:W'L Thanks for your time and thanks to the staff for having me.




