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The beginning of the summer season means communities are slowly kicking off their summer concert series. Many begin in 
June and end, respectively, in August. The next city to kick off its concert series is Centerville. Centerville’s Music in the Park 
concert series is scheduled to return on June 9. Find more information and a list of performances on page 2. 

SBM Fire pays a 
visit to the city 

of Lexington
BY MADELINE DOLBY

EDITOR

LEXINGTON — Spring Lake Park-Blaine-
Mounds View (SBM) Fire Department Fire Chief 
Dan Retka and Assistant Chief of Emergency 
Management Matt Montain visited the 
Lexington City Council to provide an overview 
of the services and operations of the SBM Fire 
Department.

The SBM Fire Department was established 
in 1944. At the time, the department included 
Spring Lake Park, Blaine, Mounds View and six 
other cities. 

“Not one city, not one township, could stand 
up a fire department on their own so they got 
together, collaborated and we were off and 
running,” Retka said. 

Today, the department continues to serve 
Spring Lake Park, Blaine and Mounds View. 
Under a service contract, the department serves 
Circle Pines and Centerville (see “Centennial 
Fire District taking ‘big step’ to integrate with 
SBM,” Quad Community Press, Sept. 4, 2025). 

Retka said the department is now working with 
the city of Lexington to provide administrative 
services (see “Lexington temporarily partners 
with the SBM Fire Department,” Quad 
Community Press, April 9, 2026).  

The SBM Fire Department serves more than 

SEE SBM FIRE, PAGE 12 

Lexington, Blaine reach agreement on water connection
BY MADELINE DOLBY

EDITOR

Lexington and Blaine have 
reached an agreement regarding the 
connection of the two cities’ water 
utility systems. The Lexington City 
Council has approved a joint powers 
agreement (JPA) with Blaine related 
to the connection.

In 2020, Blaine filed a lawsuit in 
District Court against Lexington. 
The lawsuit claimed there was no 
active JPA in place between the two 
cities and Blaine is the sole owner 
of the 16-inch water main that runs 
through Lexington. Furthermore, 
the city of Blaine has the right to 

maintain infrastructure situated 
within Lexington; and Lexington 
must comply with its own ordinances 
regarding the issuance of right-of-
way permits to the city of Blaine. (See 
“Blaine takes Lexington to court over 
water system.” Quad Community 
Press, Sept. 27, 2021.)

Five years later, in June 2025, Judge 
Jenny Walker Jasper ruled the city 
of Blaine has the right to disconnect 
its water system from Lexington. The 
ruling also stated Blaine owned a 
key water main in Lexington, having 
paid to build it. (See “Blaine cuts 
Lexington from water system,” Quad 
Community Press, June 18, 2025.) 

Now, the two cities are putting the 

past behind them and are looking 
to resolve their mutual disputes 
regarding water utility systems. 

According to the JPA, Blaine and 
Lexington have agreed upon an 
amount due for Lexington’s past water 
usage in 2025, prior to the adoption 
of the JPA. The amount of water 
provided by Blaine to Lexington 
will be calculated by taking the 
total amount of metered water usage 
by Lexington, based upon meter 
readings. The calculation will then 
deduct the amount of water pumped 
by Lexington’s Well 15, based upon 
the well meter. The JPA states this 
sum will be considered the amount of 
water provided by Blaine. 

The agreed amount due will be 
based upon 75% of the amount of 
water provided by Blaine, billed at 
a rate of $3.24 per 1,000 gallons. As 
stated in the agreement, both parties 
agreed that such payment, and receipt 
of payment without limitation, is 
in complete satisfaction of payment 
obligations to Blaine, based on 
Lexington’s past 2025 water usage. 

For all water usage between Jan. 
1, 2026, and the adoption of the JPA, 
Lexington agreed to pay 101% of the 
total amount of metered water usage 
by Lexington. This is per terms set 
forth in Section 8.2 of the agreement. 

SEE JPA, PAGE 5
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• Julie Morris, a member of the Lexington Fire 
and Rescue Auxiliary, addressed the council 
about the contract with the Spring Lake Park-
Blaine-Mounds View (SBM) Fire Department. 
She stated “I want everybody to know that I’m 
not mad at SBM. My frustrations lie with the 
city of Lexington.” Morris went on to say that 
“the facts have been manipulated” and “it’s not 
hard to figure out” that the council has not been 
as transparent as they’ve claimed. She stated 
the council has “distorted” facts about both the 
Lexington Fire Department and former Fire 
Chief Mike Mohler. Morris mentioned the fire 
department and community coming together in 
2025 to collect food donations for the food shelf, 
collecting more than 1,500 pounds of food. She 
says the community has “obviously lost a lot of 
respect” for the council and that they don’t have 
the same “open and honest communication” as 
other cities have with their citizens. 

• Lexington resident Diane Harris asked 
the council if they considered interviewing a 
replacement fire chief before making the decision 
to contract with SBM. She said that “many 
residents… would be interested in a petition” 
to replace City Administrator Bill Petracek. 
Harris said that in the case of finding a new 
administrator, Lexington would not dissolve the 
way the council decided to dissolve the Lexington 

Fire Department. She said “shutting down the fire 
department was the plan all along, you just needed 
another excuse… and a scapegoat.” 

• Maria Nelson, of Shoreview, asked the council 
where the funds from selling the Lexington Fire 
Department will go, and who decided how to 
spend said funds. The council responded that the 
funds will go into the general fund for the city 
and the council is in charge of spending. Nelson 
then proceeded to ask if the contract with SBM 
is temporary or permeant, given conflicting 
information. Mayor Mike Murphy responded that 
the council meeting scheduled for June 4 will be 
when they make that decision. 

• Daniel Johnson will serve on the Lexington 
Planning and Zoning Board following council 
approval of the appointment. Johnson will fill a 
vacancy on the board. 

• The council approved a joint powers agreement 
between Lexington and Blaine to resolve 
Lexington’s water utility. Lexington will play 
Blaine $3.90 per 1,000 gallons of water, billed 
quarterly with a 2% administration fee contingent 
on the total (see full story in this week’s issue). 

The next City Council meeting will be at 7 p.m., 
Thursday, June 4 at City Hall.

Hannah Testa

651-335-9351

Ron Mikolai 
Home Team
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We’ll get it SOLD!

Contact us Now
Experience you can trust

buy one  
get one free  

7th Avenue Pizzas
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Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25

Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

Free Pickup & Towing.

Top Tax Deduction.
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Season 18 of Centerville 
Music in the Park 

commences this month
For the 18th year, Centerville’s Music in the Park 

is scheduled to take place this summer on Tuesdays 
starting at 6:30 p.m., in Hidden Springs Park. The 
summer tradition brings the community together 
for an evening of live music. A variety of local 
bands and musicians perform everything from 
classic rock and country, to pop and family-friendly 
favorites. 

The first concert is scheduled to take place on 
Tuesday, June 9, and feature the Centennial Brass 
Quintet. 

This year’s lineup also includes performances by 
the Jon Sullivan Band, On Tap, the North Suburban 
Chorus, Billee Jo Hall Acoustic Live, Grunge 
Unplugged, B+ Brass, Low Down Dirty Fools and 
Capitol City Wind Ensemble. Sawyers Dream will 
close out Music in the Park on Tuesday, Aug. 11. 

Hidden Springs Park is located at 1601 LaMotte 
Drive, Centerville. For more information visit the 
events Facebook page. 

Madeline Dolby

� FILE

Music in the Park kicks off Tuesday, June 9.

LEXINGTON CITY COUNCIL SNIPPETS

Former city council member, commission 
member receives leadership award

CIRCLE PINES — Former 
Planning Commissioner 
Member and Circle Pines 
City Council Member Dan 
Greensweig has received the 
Mayor’s Award for Community 
Leadership. 

From 1996 to 2006, Greensweig 
served as chair of the Planning 
Commission. He served one 
term as a city council member 
from 2006 to 2010. Greensweig 
also served as the assistant 
administrator for the League 
of Minnesota Cities Insurance 
Trust.

Former Circle Pines Mayor 
Dave Bartholomay thanked 
the council and city staff for 
honoring Greensweig. 

“His service made a big 

difference for our community,” 
Bartholomay said. “Dan gave 
a master class as the Planning 
Commission chair. He and his 
colleagues listened so long, and 
so well, at so many Planning 
Commission meetings.”

Bartholomay added 
Greensweig and his colleagues 
gave citizens the quality time 
and attention they deserved. 
He said they showed citizens 
respect and residents knew that 
whether they liked the project or 
not, it had been handled fairly. 

“Dan was the calm and quiet 
leader who delivered trust. 
The coin of the realm in city 
government,” Bartholomay 
said. “I believe, that during my 
terms as mayor, a big part of 

the reason I was successful was 
because of the groundwork laid 
by Dan Greensweig.”

Greensweig thanked the 
council for being the recipient 
of the award and said it was an 
honor. 

“All of you know how much 
Circle Pines means to me. My 
wife and I have been here for 
35 years now…I have such fond 
memories of Carl Eck Park and 
Golden Lake,” Greensweig said. 
“It’s been a wonderful place to 
live, and it’s been a real pleasure 
to be able to serve the residents 
here.”

Madeline Dolby

Upcoming work on 
County Road J/I-
35E interchange

County Road J and 
all adjacent roads 
are currently open to 
traffic. Ramsey County 
is encouraging drivers 
to use caution, however, 
while traveling through 
the area and watching 
for construction 
workers and equipment. 

Beginning this month, 
crews will continue to 
work on the new bridge 
and approach panels 
on County Road J. 
Work is also scheduled 

to begin on the new 
southbound exit ramp. 
Crews will start on both 
roundabouts and begin 
installing new storm 
sewer and other utilities 
under the north side of 
County Road J. 

On 20th Avenue South, 
crews will continue 
working on the new 
roundabout. On Otter 
Lake Road, crews will 
start connecting Otter 
Lake Road to the new 
roundabout. 

For construction 
updates, visit tinyurl.
com/kmnh8b9p. 

Madeline Dolby

CONSTRUCTION BRIEF
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Celebrate 
Mass with us! 

                                                   
  
 

Saturday at 4:30 pm Parish Community Center 
6995 Centerville Rd, Centerville 
Sunday at 8:30 am St. John’s Site 

14383 Forest Blvd N, Hugo 
Sunday at 10:30 am Parish Community Center 

6995 Centerville Rd, Centerville 
 

www.stgens.org      651‐429‐7937 
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Join Us for Mass
Mass Times:

Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:30 am and 10:00 am

171 Elm Street • Lino Lakes, MN • 651-784-3015
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Service times are subject to change. Contact your local church or check church web sites for service time and online service information.

Family Worship 
Sunday 10:00 AM
Call 763-784-1607 
for Together Times

TOGETHER 
PLACE 

CHURCH…

3860 Flowerfield Rd, Circle Pines
togetherplacechurch.org

facebook.com/togetherplacechurch
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“Because we’re in this together.”

Church Directory
Find the church that fits your needs
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We welcome you 
to worship with us 

Virtually and in Person

Sunday 9:30 am
Fellowship & 
refreshments 

following the service

7330 Lake Drive | 651-784-7667
admin@linolakescommunitychurch.com & directions 
(1 mile south of Target on Lake Dr)
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ONGOING EVENTS
LIVE TRIVIA 
When: 6-8 p.m. Wednesdays 
Where: Lino Lakes American Legion 
Post 566, 7731 Lake Drive
Details: General knowledge trivia. No 
limit on team sizes. 
Contact: 651- 783-0055

LINO LAKES TOASTMASTERS CLUB
When: 6:30-8:30 p.m. Tuesdays
Where: Zoom
Details: Develop your communication 
and leaderships skills. 
Contact: Phyllis Moore: 763-268-9366

CURRENT EVENTS
2ND ANNUAL THEE FOODIE 
FUNDRAISER
When: 4-7 p.m. Friday, June 5
Where: Golden Lake Park, 53 West 
Golden Lake Road, Circle Pines 
Details: Fundraiser put on by 
Centennial Middle Schooler Sierra 
Taylor and helps supports the 
Centennial Community Food Shelf. 
Also includes live music, a talent 
show and food trucks. 
Contact: Facebook: Thee Foodie 
Fundraiser

SUMMER CRAFT FAIR
When: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, June 6
Where: Blaine City Hall, 10801 Town 

Square Drive NE, Blaine
Details: Features local vendors and 
artists. 
Contact: www.blainemn.gov/4025/
Craft-Fair

TOUCH A TRUCK
When: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, June 6
Where: Tom Ryan Park, 10801 Town 
Square Drive NE, Blaine
Details: Part of the Sizzling Summer 
Kickoff. 
Contact: www.blainemn.gov 

KIDS GARAGE SALE
When: Noon-3 p.m. Saturday, June 6
Where: Blaine City Hall, 10801 Town 

Square Drive NE, Blaine
Details: Part of the Sizzling Summer 
Kickoff.
Contact: www.blainemn.gov

DROP IN NATURE INVESTIGATIONS: 
BIRDS
When: 2-4 p.m. Saturday, June 6
Where: Wargo Nature Center, 7701 
Main St., Lino Lakes 
Details: Investigate the natural world 
up close with a naturalist in this 
drop-in program. Stop by at any time 
during the session to explore more 
about a nature topic through hands-
on activities and nature artifacts.
Contact: anokacountyparks.com

CAMPFIRE FIRE TALKS: OWLS
When: 7-8 p.m. Saturday, June 6
Where: Rice Creek Chain of Lakes 
Campground, 7373 Main St, Lino 
Lakes
Details: Enjoy a naturalist-led 
presentation around a roaring 
campfire at the Rice Creek 
Campgrounds to learn about a new 
topic. Sign up through Anoka County 
Parks. 
Contact: anokacountyparks.com 

MICK STERLING PRESENTS: HEART & 
SOUL! THE MUSIC OF HUEY LEWIS AND 
THE NEWS
When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, June 6 and 2 
p.m. Sunday, June 7
Where: Hanifl Performing Arts 
Center, 4941 Long Ave., White Bear 
Lake
Details: Three-piece horn section and 
vocals pay tribute to Huey Lewis and 
the News. Ticket information online.
Contact: 651-478-7427 or 
lakeshoreplayers.org

CAR CARE 101: ESSENTIAL VEHICLE 
MAINTENANCE SKILLS
When: 9 a.m.-noon Tuesday, June 9
Where: 916 Intermediate School 
District Body Shop, 3300 Century Ave. 
N., White Bear Lake
Details: Hands-on class for ages 
13+ covers the basics of vehicle 
maintenance. Registration required.
Contact: 651-407-2018 or communityed.
mahtomedi.k12.mn.us

SIZZLING SUMMER KICKOFF
When: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, 
June 6
Where: Tom Ryan Park and 
City Hall Atrium, 10801 Town 
Square Drive NE, Blaine
Details: Event features food 
trucks, live music, a craft 
fair, touch-a-truck and a kids 
garage sale. 
Contact: blainemn.gov/4027/
Sizzling-Summer 

CONTRIBUTED

• City Administrator Patrick Antonen said the 
water tower project continues to move forward. 
The contractor has almost finished sandblasting 
the tower. Next, four layers of paint will be 
applied. Anoten said the water tower will be 
painted tank white and two shades of green. He 
added the project is expected to be completed by 
July 4. 

• Dan Greensweig has received the Mayor’s 
Award for Community Leadership. Greensweig 
served on the city’s Planning Commission and 
the City Council. Mayor Matt Percy said he was 
“instrumental in helping put together a couple 
big developments,” such as the Pine Hollow 
neighborhood. From 1996 to 2006, Greensweig 
served as chair of the Planning Commission. 
He served one term as a city council member 
from 2006 to 2010. Currently, Greensweig is 

the assistant administrator of the League of 
Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust (see full story 
in this week’s issue). 

• Aaron Nielson, from LB Carlson, presented 
the 2025 audit report to the council. The city has 
received an unmodified, or clean, opinion on 
its audit. Similar to prior years, there was one 
finding for internal controls related to the limited 
segregation of duties. Nielson said this is simply 
due to the small number of office staff that are 
involved in the processing of the financial records 
for the city. 

The next City Council meeting will be at 7 p.m., 
Tuesday, June 9 at City Hall.

Madeline Dolby

CIRCLE PINES CITY COUNCIL SNIPPETS
Charlie is part loyal 

shadow and part active 
athlete, which makes 
sense given Charlie 
is a Black Labrador 
Retriever/Greyhound 
mix. Charlie is one 
year and nine months 
old. He is active and 
affectionate and has 
a great big heart. 
Charlie definitely 
needs a loving forever 
home with a secure 
fenced yard where he 
can run and explore 
as he pleases. He loves being outside. He also enjoys 
nice long walks. Charlie is very smart and learns 
quickly. He already knows his basic commands 
but has so much more potential. He would thrive 
with a companion who has the time to work with 
him. When he is not playing, running or exploring, 
Charlie is the perfect shadow companion. His 
favorite place is anywhere his human companions 
are. He does have a bit of separation anxiety. So, 
if you are looking for a loyal, devoted companion 
that you can spend a lot of time with, then Charlie 
is waiting for you. If you are interested in learning 
more about Charlie or adopting him, please fill out 
an application at www.ruffstartrescue.org. Once 
your application is received, Ruff Start Rescue will 
contact you as soon as possible.

WEEKLY WAG



Welcome to the 
neighborhood

H
i! I’m Logan Gion, and I’m joining Press 
Publications as its newest staff writer. 
For the past three years, I’ve worked as a 
contributing writer for Press Publications, 

covering the Arts and Culture page, the White 
Bear Lake Area School Board and the White 
Bear Township Council. Over the past two years, 
I’ve also served as the editor of SaVour: The joy 

of living magazine, Press Publica-
tions’ quarterly food and lifestyle 
imprint covering the northeast 
metro.

 Writing has been a part of my 
life since I was 6 years old, when 
my first-grade teacher praised 
a story I wrote about a man who 
wanted to be green and met a mad 
scientist in need of a Franken-
stein. The font color of that story? 
Definitely green.

 Since then, I’ve produced all 
types of writing. I graduated from 
the University of Miami, Florida, 
in 2011 with degrees in communi-
cations and English. From 2012-
2015, I wrote and co-produced 

a movie. After that, I read submissions for the 
Austin Film Fest, the largest screenplay compe-
tition in the world. During that time, I gravitated 
to editing, becoming a communications coordi-
nator and curriculum editor for a tutoring agen-
cy, liaising with the Stillwater School District.

 Throughout COVID, I helped many students 
and their families navigate the rapidly changing 
education landscape. Because of these students, 
I gained an interest in how local school boards 
and city councils functioned. The assignments 
available at Press Publications were the perfect 
fit.

 Press Publications has skyrocketed my writ-
ing and editing capabilities over the past three 
years. Writing is a craft; the more a person does 
it, the better they get. That’s true for a writer’s 
entire career. That means the baseline quality of 
my work is higher this year than it was in 2024 
or 2025. What I produce next year will likely be 
superior to what you read this year. What that 
means for profile pieces is continually finding 
or rediscovering people and places in our com-
munity. What that means for traditional news is 
constantly sharpening my ability to fairly report 
the facts with necessary context, giving appro-
priate space to multiple perspectives without 
minimizing or over-representing them.

 Separate from what I share in opinion col-
umns here, I paradoxically hope readers find my 
writing full of personality yet devoid of slant. 
The highest compliment I’ve received on this 
job came from a council member at a previous 
assignment: “Logan, you’ve always treated us 
fairly, and that’s all we’ve ever asked for.” In 
my position as staff writer, I’ll aim not to tell 
readers what to think, but rather what to think 
about.

 In my time at Press Publications, I’ve learned 
one lesson above all else—no one can keep their 
eye on everything. That’s what the local newspa-
per is for; that’s what local readers are for.

 My email is quadnews@presspubs.com if you 
have a story idea or need to reach me.

In my free time, I obsesses over the latest mov-
ies and television shows, take drawing classes at 
White Bear Center for the Arts and sample the 
latest specials at local cafes. Feel free to send me 
recommendations.

 
Logan Gion is a staff writer at Press Publications.
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QUAD COMMUNITY PRESS  |  LETTER GUIDELINES

• Limited to 350 words. 
• Submissions must Include 

a full name, address and 
daytime phone number for 
verification.

• Letter writers must live, 
work or have another 
connection to Press 
Publications coverage 
area.

• Letter writers are limited 
to six letters per year 

and at least four weeks 
must lapse between 
publication. Exceptions 
may be made for rebuttal 
letters.

• Due to space limitations, 
letters that don’t address 
local issues are not 
guaranteed publication.

• Repeat letters by the 
same writer about the 
same subject matter will 

not be published.
• Submissions containing 

libelous or derogatory 
statements will not be 
published. 

• All letters are subject to 
editing. 

• Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesday of the week 
prior to publication. 

• To submit a letter, 
e-mail it to quadnews@

presspubs.com, fax it to 
651-429-1242 or mail or 
deliver it to: 
Press Publications, 4779 
Bloom Ave., White Bear 
Lake, MN 55110. 

• Press Publications 
publishes 99% of the 
letters to the editor that 
meet the guidelines.

Looking 
Out with 

Logan
Logan Gion

Level up your summer at the library

M
innesota summers are 
always an adventure 
as everyone tries to 
cram in as much warm 

weather playtime as possible. 
Rather than rolling the dice 
and hoping you can find ideas, 
information and inspiration 

for your family 
this summer, 
come play at the 
library!

Our summer 
reading theme 
this year is 
“Game On!” 
a celebration 
of the joy and 
fun that comes 
from reading, 
learning and 
connecting with 
the community. 
Whether your 

game is football, Mah Jongg, 
Monopoly or Zelda, the library 
has you covered. Registration 
is open now at anokacounty.
beanstack.com or in the Bean-
stack Tracker app. All players 
are welcome, and you pick how 
you play.

Starting June 1, participants 
can unlock virtual badges and 

prizes by tracking their reading, 
sharing book reviews and com-
pleting activities in Beanstack. 
You can also compete with 
friends and family for the top 
spot on the leaderboard. 

Everyone who reads five hours 
gets a book prize: Youth pick a 
book at the library and adults 
get a coupon for a free book from 
the library sale shelf or from a 
Friends book sale. At 20 hours, 
both youth and adults earn a 
certificate for a free book from 
Avant Garden Bookstore. 

Every virtual badge comes 
with a ticket to enter prize 
drawings. The more you read 
and activities you do, the more 
chances you have to win! Youth 
drawings include family four-
packs of tickets to Anoka Coun-
ty Fair, Bunker Beach, SeaLife, 
State Fair and Twins games. 
Adults can enter drawings for 
four-packs to the Anoka County 
Fair and Twins games or gift 
cards to Blainbrook Entertain-
ment Center and Curious Crow 
Game Store.  

Help us solve the case of the 
missing book! Starting July 1, 
players can pick up a case file 
full of suspects and notes. Solve 

a puzzle at each library branch 
and gather clues that will help 
you identify the culprit. 

From cross stitch to wrestling, 
concerts to magic, book clubs 
to Lego club, free events and 
classes are offered all summer 
long. Some programs require 
registration, so be sure to check 
full descriptions and plan ahead. 
For a full list of programs, visit 
tinyurl.com/aclEventCalendar.

For quality time at home, the 
cabin or your summer travels, 
check out board games, video 
games, and our newest collec-
tion —Emerging Reader Kits 
with literacy games. Visit ti-
nyurl.com/aclSpecialCollections 
to see all of our game options 
and other perfect-for-summer 
collections like bike locks and 
state park passes.  

Whether you’re a solo play-
er or part of a team, we invite 
everyone to come play at the 
library this season. Game on!

Matt Youngbauer is an associ-
ate librarian at the Anoka Coun-

ty Library Centennial Branch 
located in Circle Pines.

Movers & 
Shakers

Matt 
Youngbauer



JUNE 2, 2026		�   QUAD COMMUNITY PRESS    5
www.presspubs.com

LINO LAKES CITY COUNCIL SNIPPETS

Utility rate study shows 
impact of agreement on 
Lexington’s water, sewer 
funds

Keith Dahl, a municipal 
advisor at Ehler’s and 
Associates, provided data 
collected from a water 
utility rate study requested 
by Lexington on the city’s 
water fund and sewer fund. 

“The purpose of this 
study is to make sure the 
sewer fund and water 
fund are in good position 
moving forward,” Dahl 
explained. 

The water and sewer 
funds are an enterprise 
fund, and according 
to Dahl, operate like a 
business. He said it is 
important to make sure the 
funds are self-sufficient 
and are not dependent on 
the general fund. 

“We want to make 
sure that we maintain 
appropriate cash balances, 
and you have adequate 
reserves to cover any 
one-off expenditures, 
but also plan for future 
capital improvements and 
maintenance,” Dahl said. 

As part of the study, 
Ehler’s and Associates 
looked at three scenarios 
the city could take in 
regard to water utility 
rate costs. One of those 
scenarios included 
building a water treatment 
plant. Dahl said this would 
cause rates, over a six-year 
period, to increase about 
180% and would have a 
significant impact to what 
residents and businesses 
are currently paying.

The second scenario 
proposed purchasing 84% 
of the city’s water from 
Blaine, with the remainder 
being sourced from 
wells in Lexington. This 
scenario, after discussion 
with the Minnesota 
Department of Health, was 
not a viable option. 

After negotiations 
between city staff, the city 
engineer, the city attorney 
and Blaine, the city will 

purchase water from 
Blaine at 101% of what their 
lowest tier residential rate 
would be.

“What that means is, as 
far as a dollar figure, that’s 
$3.90 per 1,000 gallons,” 
Dahl explained. “This 
over a six-year period 
ultimately equates to about 
an 82% increase in the 
rates. So lower than what 
we were anticipating back 
in August and September 
of last year.” Prior to 
negotiations, utility rates 
were predicted to increase 
120% over six-years.  

During the first three 
years, the city will have to 
increase the water utility 
base rate and usage rate by 
17.5%. After 2030, Dahl said 
the city can lower the rates 
to 12%, and then 5%, until 
the city gets down to 3% for 
10 years. 

“The water rate is 
driving the increase, but 
with the 17.5% increase in 
the base rate and usage 
rate in the water fund, it 
equates to about a 7.4% 
increase to a property 
that’s using 12,000 gallons 
of water a quarter,” Dahl 
explained. 

Dahl said the best 
option for Lexington is 
to purchase water from 
Blaine because it will have 
the lowest impact to the 
residents and businesses. 
It will allow the city to put 
away funds in its reserve 
for future maintenance 
and capital needs to pay 
for operating expenses and 
maintain the water fund in 
a positive position. 

Ehler’s and Associates 
is not recommending any 
rate increases in the fees 
for the city’s sewer fund. 

The Lexington City 
Council ultimately 
approved the JPA in a 5-0 
vote. The city of Blaine has 
already approved the JPA. 

Editor Madeline Dolby 
can be reached at 651-

407-1226 or quadnews@
presspubs.com.

JPA: Ends disagreement
FROM PAGE 1

• Nate Hamann and Robert 
Strub have been officially 
sworn in as sergeants 
with the Lino Lakes Police 
Department. According to 
Chief of Police Curt Boehme, 
Hamann grew up in Circle 
Pines and graduated from 
Centennial High School. 
Hamann joined the Lino 
Lakes Police Department 
in 2005 as a volunteer in the 
Police Explorer Program. He 
was a part of the program 
until 2009, when he became 
a reserve officer. He served 
as a reserve officer until 
2011 and became a part-time 
community service officer. 
Boehme said in 2013, Hamann 
was promoted to police officer. 
Strub joined the Lino Lakes 
Police Department in 2012 and 
since joining the department, 
he has been a police training 
officer, peer support explorer 
adviser, union steward and 
investigator. 

• Election judges have been 
appointed following council 
approval for the State Primary 
Election on Tuesday, Aug. 
11, and the General Election 
scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 3. 

• The locations for absentee 
voting have been established 
following council approval. 
Absentee voting begins 46 days 
prior to the election and early 
voting begins 28 days prior to 
the election. Absentee voters 
can visit the Anoka County 
Government Center, located at 
2100 Third Ave., Anoka to vote 
in-person. Those looking to 
cast their vote early in-person 
can do so at Lino Lakes City 
Hall, 600 Town Center Pkwy. 

• The Lino Lakes Volunteers 
in Public Service (LLVIPS) 
will be able to host its 

Firehouse Family Splash 
Down event on June 14, 
following council approval of a 
special event permit submitted 
by LLVIPS. The event will 
take place at Fire Station 2 
from noon to 2 p.m. 

• City staff will order the 
project and authorize the 
ad for bid for the 2025 Street 
Reconstruction Water Service 
Connection Project following 
council approval. The project 
is being completed to address 
the Minnesota Department 
of Health correction orders 
(see “Department of Heath 
raises issues with sewer, well 
separation,” Quad Community 
Press, Dec. 17, 2025). The 
project includes connecting 
identified properties in the 
Pine Haven neighborhood and 
one property on Red Maple 
Lane to the municipal water 
system and sealing their 
existing wells. Construction 
would begin on Aug. 17, 
2026, and be completed by 
November 2026. 

• WSB and the city will 
enter into a professional 
services agreement following 

council approval. WSB will be 
responsible for the preparation 
of the West Relief Sewer 
Feasibility Study. The West 
Side Relief sewer is proposed 
to run from Main Street to 
North Road. Flow from both 
new development and existing 
areas will be diverted to 
this system once completed, 
according to Community 
Development Director Michael 
Grochala. The project is 
currently included in the city’s 
Capital Improvement Program 
and is intended to coincide 
with both the 2027 Sunset 
Avenue reconstruction and 
the 2028 Street Reconstruction 
Project. WSB will complete the 
study on an hourly basis, not 
to exceed a fee of $76,714. The 
project will be funded by the 
Area and Unit Trunk Fund. 

The next City Council work 
session will be at 6 p.m., 
Monday, June 8, followed by a 
regular City Council meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.

Madeline Dolby

� CONTRIBUTED

Nate Hamann and Robert Strub are sworn in as sergeants with the Lino 
Lakes Police Department. 

Lino Lakes unveils new 
little library

A Free Little Library is 
now located outside of Lino 
Lakes City Hall, near the New 
Creations daycare entrance. 
The city is asking residents to 
drop off gently used books for 
kids, teens or adults to help get 
the library started. 

Lino Lakes City Hall is 
located at 600 Town Center 
Pwky. 

Lakeside Park, beach 
open for summer 
season

The Lakeside Commons 
Park and Beach, located in 
Blaine, is officially open for 
the summer season. The 
park and beach will be open 
through August 23. Parking 
permits are required during 
beach season. Blaine residents 
can get permits for free at City 
Hall or onsite at the park.

Lake Commons Park and 
Beach is located at 3020 Lakes 
Pwky. 

CITY BRIEFS

When you need us, we are here to help.

*Servicing all brands *Servicing all brands 

Read our reviews and check out our current promotions at 
www.krinkies.com

Licensed, Bonded, InsuredLicensed, Bonded, Insured

Serving the St. Paul and Surrounding AreaServing the St. Paul and Surrounding Area
651-426-5220 651-426-5220 

24/7 Emergency Service24/7 Emergency Service

2025

WINNER
Best of the Press

Now offering electrical services!

85
86

82

FREE TRIP  
CHARGE  
With repair 

$109 value!
Valid during regular business 

hours • Expires 6/30/26

� CONTRIBUTED

Casey Morris, Cougar baseball junior outfielder and pitcher, 
had a mediocre first half of the season, then suddenly 
caught fire. “Since then he has been amazing,” said coach 
Robert Lynch, noting that in the last 13 games Morris has 18 
hits in 41 at-bat for a .439 average while scoring 14 runs and 
driving home 15. He’s also pitched 10 innings, allowing just 
two runs and picking up one win.

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK
Casey Morris

Cougar Baseball
Tuesday, June 2, 2026

4457 White Bear Parkway,
Ste B, White Bear, MN 55110
651-426-5254
info@4seasonsairwbl.com
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COUPONS June 2026
 651-407-1200 | PRESSPUBS.COM

Locally Owned, Locally Operated

415 W Highway 96
651-484-9600

Auto Service

Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at N. 
Suburban. Expires 6/30/26

with any wash purchase
Valid only at 5990 Hodgson Road only.

Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at N. 
Suburban. Expires 6/30/26

10¢ OFF  
Gallon of Gas

20¢ OFF 
Gallon of Gas

CODE: QD/SV

CODE: QD/SV

CODE: QD/SV

$32.99
Regular or Full Synthetic up to 6 qts of oil.

85
68

37

bp

Not valid with any other offers. Tax and shop 
supplies extra. Expires 6/30/26

Any Oil & Filter Change

$10 $10 OFFOFF  
any purchase of  any purchase of  

$75 or more$75 or more
One coupon per visit.

Expires 6/30/26

CostaProduceFarm.com 
9411 Dellwood Rd, 
St Paul, MN 55115

CostaProduceFarm.com 
9411 Dellwood Rd, St Paul, MN 55115

85
71

92

Scan the  
QR code

Any Jewelry Repair
With this coupon. Not valid with any other 

offer/discounts. Must present coupon 
before service.  Expires 6/30/26

50% OFF
Watch Batteries

With this coupon. Not valid with any other offer/
discounts. Must present coupon before service. 

Expires 6/30/26

Geller Jewelers
Family Owned & Operated 

Over 100 Years!

WE BUY GOLD!

Geller Jewelers
 4535 Hodgson Rd., Shoreview • 651-481-9750 

ShoreviewShoreview
  In the Bridge Court Center

4535 Hodgson Rd.
Shoreview, MN 55126

651-481-9750

Tues-Fri 10am - 5pm Geller Jewelers
 4535 Hodgson Rd., Shoreview • 651-481-9750  

20% OFF

85
68

39

Hugo Feed Mill Hugo Feed Mill 
& Hardware& Hardware

5582 146th St. N. | Hugo
651-429-3361

www.hugofeedmill.com

1 lb. FREE

10% OFF

$2.00 OFF

“Family Owned Since 1925”

Like us

Hw
y 

61

Cty Hwy 8

146th St. N.

Now is a great time to 
take care of your lawn. 
Take advantage of our 

great o� ers!

Call or visit our website for details
• Bedding Plants • Hanging Baskets 

• Vegetables • Organics
• Largest Selection of peppers & tomatoes in the metro area

• 400+ Varieties

C ll i it b it f d t il
Call or visit our website for detailsCall or visit our website for details
GREENHOUSE OPEN

FREE PEPPER PLANT!EE PEPPER PLA
Chosen by SteveChosen by Steve

with any $5 purchasewith any $5 purchase
HUGO FEED MILL  HUGO FEED MILL  5582 146TH ST. N.  •  HUGO  •  651-429-3361

While supplies last. 1 coupon per customer. Expires 6/30/15

FERTILOME ROOT STIMULATOR
1 lb, REG $9.501 lb, REG $9.50

$$6 6 9999  WITH COUPONWITH COUPON

HUGO FEED MILL  HUGO FEED MILL  5582 146TH ST. N.  •  HUGO  •  651-429-3361

1 coupon per customer. Expires 5/31/15

GET YOUR 
PLANTS OFF 
TO A GREAT 

START!

YOUR 
LOCAL 

FERTILOME 
DEALER

Now is a great time 
to take care of your 

lawn & visit our 
greenhouse

Call or visit our  
website for details

With 500+ varieties of Peppers  
& Tomatoes, we have the Biggest & 

Best selection in the Metro Area!
Bedding Plants • Hanging Baskets  • Vegetables • Organics

Now is a great time to take 
care of your lawn & visit 

our greenhouse. 

Hugo Feed Mill  Hugo Feed Mill  
& Hardware& Hardware

“Family Owned Since 1923”

85
71

99

WE ARE  
YOUR LOCAL 
 FERTILOME 

DEALER

5582 146th St. N. | Hugo

651-429-3361
www.hugofeedmill.com

FERTILOME ROOT STIMULATOR

1 Qt, REG. $13.951 Qt, REG. $13.95
$$889595  WITH COUPONWITH COUPON

1 coupon per customer. Expires 6/30/26

GET YOUR PLANTS OFF TO A GREAT START!GET YOUR PLANTS OFF TO A GREAT START!

FREE PEPPER PLANT!
Chosen by SteveChosen by Steve

with any $5 purchasewith any $5 purchase

HUGO FEED MILL  HUGO FEED MILL  5582 146TH ST. N.  •  HUGO  •  651-429-3361

While supplies last.
1 coupon per customer. Expires 6/30/26

HUGO FEED MILL  HUGO FEED MILL  5582 146TH ST. N.  •  HUGO  •  651-429-3361

Gate access: (Daily)  7am - 10pm

483 W. County Rd. E. • Shoreview, MN • 651-483-1100
shoreview@northstarministorage.com

NORTH STAR
MINI STORAGE

$20 OFF
STORAGE 10X10 UNITS OR LARGER

1ST MONTH ONLY
NEW CUSTOMER ONLY

VALID AT SHOREVIEW LOCATION ONLY 
EXPIRES 8/30/26

NORTH STAR
MINI STORAGE

2nd month 
FREE

85
72

28

NORTH STAR
MINI STORAGE
SHOREVIEW

2023

of the Press
Shoreview Press

FOR NON-DRIVE-UP UNITS
ON 180 SQ FT OR LESS, NEW CUSTOMERS

ONLY AT THE VADNAIS HEIGHTS AND SHOREVIEW LOCATIONS
EXPIRES 8/30/26

2024

WINNER
Best of the Press

2025

Shoreview Press

WINNER
Best of the Press

651-490-3058
6074 Hodgson Rd. (Hwy. 49) • Lino Lakes/Shoreview

(3 blocks N. of Cty. Rd. J on Hwy. 49)

Black Dirt • Garden Blend • Sod • Boulders • Lawn Edging
Sand Box or Beach Sand • Wood Chips & Mulch

Decorative Rock • Paving Stones • Lawn Ornaments 
Weed Mats & Poly • Fairy Gardens • Excellent Quality • Excellent Prices

Check out our website: www.rockgardens.net

$500OFF
651-490-3058

6074 Hodgson Rd. (Hwy. 49) Lino Lakes/Shoreview
(3 blocks N. of Cty. Rd. J on Hwy. 49)

1 coupon per customer per visit, Exp. 7-31-19
1 coupon per customer, Not valid on sale items. Not valid on 

bulk rock, mulch or dirt. Not valid on deliveries or special 
orders. Not valid with other coupons, specials or offers.

Code: Quad

Code: Quad

BUY 2 GET 1 FREE

651-490-3058
6074 Hodgson Rd. (Hwy. 49) Lino Lakes/Shoreview
(3 blocks N. of Cty. Rd. J on Hwy. 49)
Limit 1 FREE plant per customer visit, and not valid on increments over 3. 

*Not valid with other coupons

Exp. 7-31-19 

You pick up or we deliver mulch!

Landscaping Supplies • Gardencenter & Nursery
CELEBRATING OUR 30TH ANNIVERSARY

www.rockgardens.net
Not valid with other coupons.

Not valid on sale items. Not valid with other coupons. 

BUY 3 GET 1 FREEBUY 3 GET 1 FREE

6.30.26

Exp. 6.30.26

HANGING BASKETS, PATIO  
POTS AND DELIVERY

You can now order online at www.rockgardens.net

You can now order online at www.rockgardens.net

85
71

90

Black Dirt • Garden Blend • Sod 
• Boulders • Lawn Edging • 

Sand Box or Beach Sand • Wood 
Chips & Mulch • Decorative 

Rock • Paving Stones • Lawn 
Ornaments • Weed Mats & 

Poly • Fair Gardens • Excellent 
Quality • Excellent Prices

651-490-3058
6074 Hodgson Rd. (Hwy. 49)

Lino Lakes/Shoreview
(3 blocks N. of Cty. Rd J on Hwy. 49)
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2022

of the Press
White Bear Lake
Vadnais Heights

• COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR -  We do it all
• WARRANTY - 2 year/24k mile
• EXTENDED WARRANTY WORK - Accepted
• WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS
• COMPLIMENTARY - TV, Wi-Fi, refreshments
• SAME DAY SERVICE - On most repairs
• FREE VEHICLE INSPECTION - With all repairs
• NO SURPRISES - All work approved by you
• WORK DONE RIGHT - The first time, on time
• 100% CUSTOMER SATISFACTION 
   Our Most Important Goal

2525 White Bear Ave. #110-A  
Maplewood, MN 55109

651-340-5380
www.KensAutoRepairMN.com
Mon-Fri
7:30 am - 6:00 pm Voted Best

Automotive Shop
2 years in a row

85
71

83

Import & Domestic
Ken|s Auto Repair

BEST OF THE PRESS

Now Hiring!
Auto 

Technician

SVSV

SVSVSV

SV

SVSV

Oil Changes

Ken’s Auto Repair 
651-340-5380

Most vehicles, special fluids extra. 
Present coupon at time of purchase. 

Not valid with any other offers or 
coupon. 

Exp. 7/15/26

$39.95
Semi 

Synthetic Oil
Semi-synthetic oil change up to 5 

qts. of oil and standard filter.

10% OFF
Any Repair
Over $100

Ken’s Auto Repair 
651-340-5380

Up to $100. Present coupon at time 
of purchase. Not valid with any other 

offers or coupons. 
Exp. 7/15/26

$159.95
Full Synthetic 
Transmission 

Flush
Includes up to 10 qts. transmission fluid.

Ken’s Auto Repair 
651-340-5380

Diesel commercial vehicles, special 
oil and special filters extra.

Taxes & environ. fees extra. Present 
coupon at time of purchase. Not 

valid with any other offers or 
coupons. 

Exp. 7/15/26

$49.95
Full  

Synthetic Oil
Full synthetic oil change up to 5 qts. 

of oil and standard filter.

Add tire rotation for only $10.

$139.95
Air Conditioning 

Recharge
Includes: Evacuate, check system for 
leaks, recharge up to 32oz. R134A 

refrigerant & AC dye.
 R1234YF for $229.95 up to 1lb.

Ken’s Auto Repair
651-340-5380

Present coupon at time of purchase. 
Not valid with any other offers or 

coupons. Exp. 7/15/26

$69.95
Front End 
Alignment

Ken’s Auto Repair 
651-340-5380

Shop supplies, tax & environ. fees 
extra. Most vehicles. Present coupon 

at time of purchase. Not valid with any 
other offers coupons or specials. 

Exp. 7/15/26

MUELLER-BIES
FUNERAL HOMES

FUNERALS — CREMATION — PREPLANNING
Personal, Professional Services At Affordable Prices

LINO LAKES
7050 Lake Drive
651-784-3390

www.muellerbies.com
email: staff@muellerbies.com

ROSEVILLE
2130 N. Dale St.
651-487-2550

• Serving Families for more than 115 years
• Fourth generation, Family owned provider
• We provide a personal, thorough service

• We offer free, no-obligation pre-planning consultations

76
80

84
83

25
31

The Centennial Lakes Police 
Department reported the following 
selected incidents:

• Officers responded May 20 to a 
phone call request referencing 
harassment occurring in the 9400 
block of Lexington Avenue in 
Lexington. 

• Officers observed suspicious 
activity May 21 in the area of 
Griggs Avenue and South Highway 
Drive in Lexington. 

• Officers were dispatched May 21 
to a disturbance in the 8800 block 
of Jackson Avenue in Lexington. 
Officers arrived and mediated the 
situation. It was determined no 
crime had occurred. 

• Officers were dispatched May 21 
to a phone call domestic report in 
the 600 block of Village Parkway in 
Circle Pines. Officers made contact 
and took information regarding 
a party with an HRO against the 
caller who was following them. 

• Police responded May 22 to a 
traffic complaint in the 100 block 
of South Drive in Circle Pines. 

• Police fielded a phone call 
harassment report May 23 in the 
1900 block of Center Street in 
Centerville. 

• Officers responded May 24 to 
a theft call in the 9000 block of 
Griggs Avenue in Lexington. 

• Officers observed suspicious 
activity May 25 in the 4100 block 
of Woodland Road in Lexington. 
Officers located one juvenile who 
was in violation of curfew and 
brought the juvenile back to their 
home. 

• Officers responded May 25 to a 
report of a disorderly person in the 
600 block of Village Parkway in 
Circle Pines. 

• Officers were dispatched May 
25 to a domestic situation in the 
3900 block of Restwood Road in 
Lexington. 

• Police conducted a traffic stop May 
26 in the area of Lexington Avenue 
and Lake Drive in Lexington. The 
driver had a warrant and was 

ultimately arrested. 
• Police conducted a felony 

warrant arrest May 26 in the 
area of Restwood Road and North 
Highway in Lexington. 

• Officers were dispatched May 26 
to a property damage report in the 
area of Lake Drive and Lexington 
Avenue in Circle Pines. Officers 
took information from the two 
drivers involved and facilitated the 
exchange of information. 

The Lino Lakes Police Department 
reported the following selected 
incidents:

• An officer responded May 18 to a 
fraud report in the 6400 block of 
Rice Court. The investigation is 
ongoing. 

• Officers responded May 18 to a 
report of an assault in the 7500 
block of Fourth Avenue. A juvenile 
male was charged with assault and 
transported to a secure juvenile 
facility. 

• Officers responded May 18 to a 
report of a naked male in the pool 
area at a hotel in the 500 block of 
Apollo Drive. Officers were unable 
to locate the male. 

• While on patrol May 19, an officer 
stopped a vehicle for suspended 
registration in the 2200 block of 
Main Street. The adult female was 
arrested and booked in jail for 
driving after cancellation inimical 
to public safety, no insurance, 
failure to transfer title and 
displaying suspended registration. 

• While on patrol May 19, an officer 
stopped a vehicle in the 2200 block 
of Main Street because the adult 
female driver didn’t have a driver’s 
license. The female driver was 
arrested and booked in jail. 

• An officer responded May 19 
to a report of a male soliciting 
without a permit in the 1200 block 
of Velvetleaf Lane. The officer 
contacted the male and verbally 
warned him of the violation. 

• An officer responded May 19 to a 
report of a suspicious male in the 

6500 block of Pheasant Hills Drive. 
The caller later found out the male 
was a neighbor and there were no 
problems. 

• An officer responded May 20 
to a suspicious activity report 
involving a person looking into 
vehicle windows in the 600 block 
of Arlo Lane. The identity of the 
person is unknown. 

• Officers and fire units responded 
May 20 to a report of a structure 
fire in the 1200 block of Birch 
Street. Officers found it was a 
recreational fire and had the 
property owner extinguish the 
fire. 

• While on patrol May 21, an officer 
conducted a traffic stop in the 2200 
block of Main Street of a vehicle 
for the owner showing a warrant 
from another county. The male 
driver was arrested and booked in 
jail. 

• Officers responded May 21 to a 
report of a theft at a local business 
in the 700 block of Apollo Drive. 
The officers located the suspect 
and charged them with theft. 

• While on patrol May 21, an officer 
conducted a traffic stop in the area 
of I-35W and Lake Drive. The male 
driver was arrested for driving 
after cancellation inimical to 
public safety and booked in jail. 

• Officers responded May 22 to 
a two-vehicle personal injury 
accident in the 6200 block of 
Hodgson Road. One driver was 
transported by ambulance and 
one driver self-transported to 
the hospital. Both vehicles were 
towed. One driver was cited for the 
incident. 

• An officer stopped a vehicle for 

speeding May 23 in the 1300 block 
of I-35E. The driver was cited for 
speeding and underage drinking 
and driving. A male passenger was 
cited for underage consumption of 
alcohol. 

• An officer responded May 23 to 
a residence in the 1900 block of 
Rehbein Street for an ordinance 
violation involving a recreational 
fire. The officer spoke to the 
homeowner and educated them on 
the city ordinance that regulates 
recreational fires. 

• An officer conducted a traffic 
stop May 23 on a vehicle in the 
area of I-35W and Lake Drive. The 
officer found the male driver was 
driving after cancellation inimical 
to public safety. The male was 
arrested and booked in jail. 

• An officer responded May 24 to a 
noise complaint in an apartment 
building in the 700 block of Town 
Center Parkway. The officer heard 
no excessive noise but advised the 
complainant that a report was 
made. 

• While an officer was conducting 
traffic control May 24 in the 7700 
block of 20th Avenue, a motorist 
was honking their horn at officers 
continuously. The motorist was 
cited for unreasonable use of horn. 

• While on patrol May 24, an officer 
located a truck pulling a camper 
blocking a lane of traffic in the 
area of I-35E and Main Street. 
The officer determined the trailer 
disconnected from the vehicle and 
there was minor damage. 

• An officer responded May 24 to a 
theft at a local business in the 700 
block of Apollo Drive. The suspect 
was issued a citation for theft. 

Lino Lakes Duty 
Crew responds to 
vehicle fire

Just after 4:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 27, the 
Lino Lakes Duty Crew 
was dispatched to a 
possible vehicle fire in 
the 500 block of Apollo 
Drive. Lino Lakes Chief 

4 arrived to a working 
engine compartment 
fire and assumed 
command. 

Engine 4 arrived 
after and pulled a line 
for fire attack while 
Engine 3 assisted with 
water supply and fire 
attack. No injuries were 
reported. 

PUBLIC SAFETY BRIEF

 NORTH METRO FIRE BUFF | CONTRIBUTED
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Meet Your Specialist

LANDSCAPING

Clint Hallmark Enterprises is your small job specialist. Clint 
specializes in small jobs that the others don’t do. Clint Hallmark 
is a lifelong area resident who has been meeting the community’s 
carpentry needs for over 45 years.
Hallmark Enterprises also does windows, doors, locks, siding, 
small roofs, odd jobs and decks as well as ceiling texturizing 
winter damage repair, tree and hedge trimming and roof snow 
removing.
Free estimates are cheerfully given. The small job specialist with 
the small price and high quality that counts. Call 651-653-9920.
See Clint’s ad weekly under “Carpentry.”

“Small Job Specialist”
45+ years experience

Hallmark Enterprises
612-816-8544
651-653-9920

APPLIANCE REPAIR

651-270-7360
Reasonable Rates

-all jokes and laughs are free

Servicing All Major Appliance Brands
Major Credit Cards Accepted

Honest Work for Honest Pay

AUTO SERVICE

20 years of experience serving White Bear Lake
& Centerville - Friendly, Honest Service

651.226.4235
Monday–Friday 8am–6pm

7137 20th Avenue North • Centerville
www.facebook.com/vermauto

• Auto Repair • Oil Lube & Filter Service

BATHROOMS

HUGE SAVINGS!
Lic. #20060261

651-257-4706
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

• Design
• Bath Repair
• Remodeling
• Tub Surrounds
• Free Estimates

Bathrooms by

CABINETRY

Schneider 
Custom 

Woodworks

Custom 
CABINETRY!

Free Estimates & Callbacks
within 24 hours

schneidercustomwoodwork.com
651-213-6638

Commercial & Residential

CUSTOM WOODWORKS

 • Cabinet resurfacing 
and refacing

•  Custom exterior work
•  Deck refacing

CARPENTRY

Small Job Specialist
45 years experience

651.653.9920 / 612.816.8544

Basement Finish/Remodel
Exterior & Interior Painting

Doors/Windows/Siding
Ceiling Textures/Roofs

Kitchen Remodels/Counter Tops
Decks/Landscaping

Odd Jobs
Bathrooms

CLEANING

Household Waste
Construction Debris

Appliances
Furniture

DRYWALL

DECK RESTORATION

ELECTRIC

Wolf Bros. Drywall Co.
Total Drywall Services

Residential/Commercial
New Const & Basement Finishes

Family Owned & Operated

 Forest Lake

Insured
CALL LEE

(651) 428-0229

40 yrs • Since 1979

Ron Skibsted, R.S. Construction
651-271-5000

FREE Estimates! Specializing in 
• Handyman • Remodeling • Drywall 

Repair•  Bathrooms • Kitchens

License #BC002674

Licensed  Bonded  Insured

 
Furnace & A/C 

Installations and Service 
Licensed,  Bonded  

& Insured 
651.426.4233   cphvac.net 

HEATING & COOLING

LANDSCAPING

651-746-4582
Bonded Insured Lic. #BC638094
www.northlandlandscape.com

Ponds & Waterfalls, 
Paver Patios, Driveways, 
Concrete, Bobcat Work, 
Grading, Sod, Retaining, 

Walls & Tree Work,
Plants, Mulch and Rock.

DECKS

Custom Decks/Footing/Repairs/
Remodels/Pole Barns/Garages/

Additions & Porches/All Repairs/
Fences/Roofing/Siding

651-746-4582
northlandlandscape.com

Bonded Insured | Lic #BC638094

We fix heaving and 
sinking footings and 

foundations with 
Helical Pilings

PAINTING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

REMODELING

CONCRETE

 Wohlwend
Concrete & Masonry 

Reliable Contractor 
Since 1985 

Reasonable prices

651-426-2610
swohlwend@myctl.net

Complete Auto Repair Center 
All makes/models - Foreign & Domestic  

Free Loaner Vehicles - Towing

651-483-4259
38 Woodlynn Ave Little Canada

www.rsautorepair.com

Serving the North Metro Area si
nce

 19
72

Cedar Specialists & 
Best Painting

We’ll bring your cedar 
back to life!

Staining, Painting, Cleaning, 
Stucco Painting, Repairs and 

Restoration, Siding, trim, shakes, 
fences, decks, pergolas, gazebos

Call or email Brian
 651-238-1850   

brian@cedarspec-bestpaint.com

Residential and Commercial

Family owned since 1967

Call now for Spring 2026  
interior & exterior pricing!

Deck Cleaning 
& Staining 

Professional - Prompt 
Guaranteed Results

651-699-3504
www.RTDservices.com

612-961-6161
ArtisanConstruction123@gmail.com 

• Additions / Remodel
• Roofing / Siding
• Kitchens / Baths
• Basement Finish

• Porches / Decks
• Garages / Sheds
• Windows / Doors
• Storm Damage

Free Estimates         MN LIC #437164
*Also offering Handy Man Services*

visit us at: HandyDan.info

ArtisanConstruction.info

Floyd DeHate, Master Electrician
651-346-8185 EMERGENCY SERVICE

Small Jobs Welcome
• Repair Circuits

• Recepts Added • Ceiling Fans

ARROW 
ELECTRIC

Small Jobs Welcome
• Repair Circuits • Recepts Added 
• Remodels  • Panels  Replaced 

• Ceiling Fans • Master Electrician
EMERGENCY SERVICE

651-383-5123

Generations of craftsmanship in every 
stone. Scan to start your landscape 

transformation!

naturalcreationsdesignbuild.com

Complete Landscape Construction
Retaining Walls • Paver Patios and Walkways

Drain Tile • Grading/Bobcat Work
Mulch • Rock

651-238-6751
NorconHomes.com

Insured / Lic #BC105943

Twin Cities Premier  
Home Improvement Company

Ehman Landscaping
Specializing in:

• Sodding •Seeding •Grading
•Sod Repair • Sod Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
RonEhman@outlook.com

Call Ron 612-720-1893

“THE LEAKS STOP HERE”

Leaky Roof?

763-742-7500

over 40 years experience
Full Service Contractor

bettersol.com

MN Lic. BC639211

Roofing • Siding  
Windows • Doors • Gutters • Decks

Painting • Repairs 
And MORE!

763-742-7500

WE DO EVERYTHING!

bettersol.com
“THE LEAKS STOP HERE”

Leaky Roof?

763-742-7500

over 40 years experience
Full Service Contractor

bettersol.com

MN Lic. BC639211

HANDYMAN

BOB’S HANDY WORK

952-843-8742
bfarah693@gmail.com

• Tree removal & trimming
• Repair Carpentry

Veteran-Ret. USN

TIME TO REMODEL?
Kitchen / Bathroom
Basement / Deck

Check out our Models 
for design ideas.  

*1 yr financing option available*
SHERCO CONSTRUCTION
651-888-4138

License # BC627690

Quality Home Building and RemodelingQuality Home Building and Remodeling

Room Additions • Kitchens
Basements • Decks

All Remodeling
For more info visit

KOlsonconstruct.com
Lic. #BC-516217

612-868-6837

•  Kitchens
• Bathrooms

• Remodels
• Basements

651-653-0190
cartercustomconstruction.com

MN Lic #BC632066
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SPRING PROMO
• PVC & Composite Decks

• 3 & 4 Season Porches
Mention this ad  

to receive promotion

WM Hayes  WM Hayes  
ConstruCtion, LLCConstruCtion, LLC

651-429-2682

Bathrooms • Kitchens • Basements 
Remodeling • Water Intrusion Repair

MN License #BC002810

Locally owned since 1972
RoofingMinn.com

APPLEWOOD 
BUILDERS

applewoodremodelers.com
612.670.7004
MNLic#BC003215

helping you Love your home!

PLUMBING

• Drain Cleaning 
• Hot Water Heating
• Hot Water Heaters & Disposal
• Well Pump Service
• New Construction • Remodeling 

Lic. #005402Tom Thill 651-433-4866

ROOFING

651-407-1987

“Your Local Exterior Specialists”

MN Lic.# BC223025

Residential - Hardie Plank

Roofing  Siding  Windows
Gutters  Fascia & Soffit

RESTORATION

HANDYMANCONCRETE

PaintingPro Pro
Living Colors

•  Professional, Residential 
House Painting

•  Interior & Exterior 
•  Kind, Respectful Service

Please Call Richard
612-394-8978

Free 

Estimate
35 yrsExperience

R.P.M. LAWN SERVICE
Residential and Commercial
Specializing in lawn service and 

 fertilization applications
Outdoor Maintenance

Tree Service | Landscaping | Stump Grinding 
since 1988

For free estimates, call Jim or Ron
651-226-5779651-308-1101

BillLee
Repair & Replacement
Garage Additions/Slabs
Chimney & Block Repair
Concrete Work
Interior/Exterior
Residential/Commercial
FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

 

Masonry & Concrete

SPRING  SPECIAL 

 
Landscape Renovation Specialist

Mulch, Black Dirt, Gravel, Boulders 
Bobcat, Grading & Excavation

Letourneaulandscaping.com
651-426-0410

IKING AUTO REPAIRREPAIR
• Complete Automotive Repair

• Friendly Service • Low Rates
2501 E. County Rd F

White Bear Lake
651-407-3465

vikingautomotiverepair.com
GO VIKES!GO VIKES!

Foreign & Domestic

2022

of the Press
White Bear Lake
Vadnais Heights
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WATERPROOFING

GENE’S TREE SERVICE 
& STUMP GRINDING

Licensed/Insured • Free Estimates

Call Today! 763-785-1629

 
Basements ♦ Foundations ♦ Garages 

www.RealWaterproofing.com 


- 

 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 

-- 

 




A Cut Above 
Tree Service

Licensed Insured
Free Estimates
Tree Removal
Tree Trimming

Emergency Storm Damage
Senior and Military Discounts
Local Family Owned Business
www.acutabovetreeservice.com 

651-334-9063

Licensed Insured
Free Estimates

Tree Removal and Trimming
Emergency Storm Damage

Stump Grinding
Local Family Owned Business

www.facebook.com/acutabovetreecareservice
www.acutabovetreecareservice.com

• Affordable Trimming & Removal
• Storm Damage & Large Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Family Owned & Operated
• FREE ESTIMATES
• FREE WOOD CHIPS
• Licensed / Insured
• Senior / Vet discount

Cameron  
Tree Service 

Snow Removal

(651) 775-8602

• Rooftop & Vent clearing 
• Driveway & Sidewalks
• Small parking areas

Lic/Ins • Free Estimates • Senior/Veteran discount 
CameronTree & Snow Removal

Cameron 
       Tree Service

(651) 775-8602

• Affordable Tree  
Trimming & Removal

• 26 years of experience
• Family owned
• Senior & Veteran Discounts

Licensed & Insured

No Job too Small
No Tree too Tall

TREE SERVICE

Primeau’s
Tree Service

Tree & Shrub
Trimming/Removal

46 years of experience
Family owned

Certified Arborist onsite!

651-773-5643

STUMP GRINDING

STUMP 
REMOVAL
Same Day Service

BACK YARDS -
NO PROBLEM!

Fast, dependable, insured

Major Credit Cards Accepted
651-426-8660

STUMP  
GRINDING

Free Estimates

Fast, dependable, insured 

651-426-8660
budgettreeservice@outlook.com

SAME DAY 
SERVICE

SAME DAY 
SERVICE

REMODELING

651-238-6751 • NorconHomes.com

Twin Cities Premier Home Improvement Company

Locally Owned Since 1994 | Insured / Lic #BC105943

BATHROOMS ~ KITCHENS

BASEMENTS ~ TILES

ALL REMODELING

ROOFING/SIDING

BUILDERS
True Blue

10% off all Spring Jobs MN LIC.#BC665536

763-208-8862 www.truebluebuilders.org

Free Safe 
Estimates!

• Roofi ng • Siding
• Deck Repair
• Insurance Experts
• Digital Inspections

BUILDERS
True Blue

10% off all Spring Jobs MN LIC.#BC665536

763-208-8862 www.truebluebuilders.org

Free Safe 
Estimates!

• Roofi ng • Siding
• Deck Repair
• Insurance Experts
• Digital Inspections

•Roofing •Siding
•Soffit •Fascia
•Quality work
•Affordable Prices

BUILDERS
True Blue

10% off all Spring Jobs MN LIC.#BC665536

763-208-8862 www.truebluebuilders.org

Free Safe 
Estimates!

• Roofi ng • Siding
• Deck Repair
• Insurance Experts
• Digital Inspections

Call, Text or Email

Fast Free Estimates!

Quality Work • Reasonable Rates

Tree Trimming
Tree Removal

Snow Plowing
651-426-8660
FREE ESTIMATE 
Fast, Dependable, Insured

Tree RemovalTree Removal
Certified ArboristCertified Arborist
Tree TrimmingTree Trimming

TREE SERVICEROOFING/SIDING

“THE LEAKS STOP HERE”

Leaky Roof?

763-742-7500

over 40 years experience
Full Service Contractor

bettersol.com

MN Lic. BC639211

• Roofing • Siding • Gutters
• Repairs & More!

Financing / Discounts Available
Quality Service & Products 

With Great Expectations
Locally Owned & Operated

Press Publications suggests that you be aware of advertisers requesting payment for shipping merchandise. 
Confirm and verify all contact resources prior to sending any money. Take caution when responding to text 

messages that are not local numbers.

White Bear Country 
Inn is hiring Security 
Guard for Weekends 
Only. $17/Hr. Hours 

may vary. Call 
651*/271*5985 or 
send resume to  

bill@countryinn.com

16' Aluma Craft Boat
35HP Evinrude, Coun-

sel Stiring, Rollar
Trailor plus many ex-
tras,$2000 or best of-

fer. 651/770*8126

Free Woodchips
5 Loads or more
Hugo Area Only

 651*/426*8660

16
Lost & Found

23
Free Items

104
Hauling/Moving

150
Help Wanted

150
Help Wanted

150
Help Wanted

160
Hire Me

300
For Sale

362
Miscellaneous

362
Miscellaneous

369
Want to Buy

404
Garage Sales

451
Rentals/

Commercial

Clearwater Creek An-
nual Neighborhood

Garage Sales. Thurs
June 4 - Sat June 5th.
Many sales to shop,
times varies. Otter

Lake Rd to Tart Lake
Road Lino Lakes

55038. Sale lists &
maps available at

each sale

 We Buy Vinyl Records
Lps, 45s, Stereo Equip
We make house calls

by appointment.
White Bear Lake

Records 
4775 Banning Ave,WBL

wblrecords.com
  651/224-4947

1204 Buckthorn Ln, LL
6/4, 6/5, 6/6 8a-5p 
Antiques, Vintage,
Sporting, Hunting,
Tools, HH Items

Lost Jacket in April on
Tracy Rd WBL Black
Silk Flight Jacket has

Harley Davidson
Patch $ Reward

please call
651/500*7345

Garage Sale 
1557 5th St WBL Thur
June 4th & Fri June 5th

9-4 Household Misc
Out Door Bench

CHOOSE EARTH-
LINK FIBER Internet
for speeds up to 5

Gigs, no data caps, no
throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a
$100 gift card when

you make the switch.
Call 844/*453*6983

GET A BREAK ON
YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car,

truck, or SUV to assist
the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a
swift, no-cost vehicle
pickup and secure a

generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for

the Blind Today at
844*/220*9501 today!

GET DISH SATEL-
LITE TV + INTERNET!
Free install, free HD-
DVR upgrade, 80,000
on-demand movies,

plus limited time up to
$600 In gift cards. Call
today! 855/*562*4309

REPAIRING OR RE-
PLACING APPLI-
ANCES and home

systems like heating
and cooling can be
costly. A home war-
ranty plan can help.
Start saving and get
30% off any plan to-
day. Workmanship

Guarantee included.
Terms apply. Call

Cinch Home Services
855/887*4521

SAFE STEP NORTH
America s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive

lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation
and service. Now fea-

turing our FREE
shower package and

$1,600 off for a limited
time! Call today! Fi-

nancing available. Call
Safe Step 

833/*966*3882

WANTED: ALL 1970S
MOTORCYCLES

Running or not. Titled
or not. Will pick up.
Cash in exchange.

Sell now before prices
fall. Call Dan at
612/*720*2142

WE BUY HOUSES for
cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any

condition. Easy three
step process: Call, get

cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by

calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 844/*978*0683

For Sale or Rent
BUILDING FOR SALE
OR RENT:650Cream-

ery Ave N. Brow-
erville, MN. Sq.

FT.5,395. Several
bays. 2,600.00 per

month. Available De-
cember 1st.

218*/371*4894

Press Publications
NOW HIRING  

Contributing Writer 
Topics may include:

Recreation, local
events and personali-
ties, nature and sto-
ries from around the

lake. Please, send re-
sume and three writ-

ing clips to white-
bearnews@presspub-

s.com 

EQUAL  HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY, all
real estate advertising
in  this  newspaper  is
subject  to  the  Fair
Housing  Act  which
makes it illegal  to ad-
vertise  “any  prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination  based  on
race,  color,  religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national ori-
gin, or an intention, to
make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination.”  Familial
status  includes  chil-
dren under the age of
18  living with  parents
or  legal  custodians;
pregnant  women  and
people  securing  cus-
tody of children under
18.  This  newspaper
will  not knowingly  ac-
cept  any  advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
Our readers are here-
by  informed  that  all
dwellings  advertised
in this  newspaper are
available on an equal
opportunity  basis.  To
complain  of  discrimi-
nation  call  HUD  toll
free:  1-800-669-9777.
The  toll-free  number
for hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275. 

Huge Multi-Family
Garage and Bake sale

benefiting the 
Childrens Organ

Transplant Assoc.
(COTA) In honor of

Evelyn's Heart 
6/4 and 6/5  8a-5pm

 6/6  8a-noon 
7040 Eagle Trail, 

Centerville 
Come shop for a great
cause and help sup-
port Evelyn's heart

transplant journey! We
have SO much to

choose from! Every
purchase helps sup-

port COTA in honor of
6 year old Evelyn's

Heart.

Don't miss this sale
Tools, HH Items,

Clothes, Etc
472 Bayview Dr, Rsvl
June 11 & 12 8a-5p

House Cleaning, Dog
Walkin, Lawn mowing 

651*-765*6313

Ann's Awesome-
Housecleaning – 20+
Yrs Exp. Dependable.
Trustworthy. Ref Avail.
Cll/Txt 651*/776*7834

Scrap metal,appliance
p/u 651*/329*0815

NOW HIRING
Security Guard 
Weekends Only. 
$17 per hour. 

Hours may vary.

 Call  
651-272-3783

or Email resume to: 
Bill@Whitebear 
countryinn.com

NOW HIRING CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Love lake life? We’re seeking a reliable 

contributing writer to create engaging, 
community-focused content for a local lake 
publication. Topics include recreation, local 
events and personalities, nature and stories 
from around the lake. Ideal candidates have 

strong writing skills and an interest in the lake 
community. Please send resume and three 

writing clips to whitebearnews@presspubs.com. 

Personal Touch Pet Grooming
“When Quality and Service Matter”

763 784-4833
TDD 784-0662

Dial 711 for Relay Assistance
Deb Molin

Certified Master Groomer
200 Marian Ct., Circle Pines, MN 55014

Since  
1989

Pet Services

We make this ...

... much easier.

Call 651-407-1250 to place
your classified ad today!

Classifieds
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CITY OF LEXINGTON
2025 DRINKING WATER REPORT

Making Safe Drinking Water
Your drinking water comes from the following groundwater sources: Lexington purchases water from Blaine and 

your system has a 309-foot-deep well that draws water from the Quaternary Buried Artesian aquifer.
Lexington works hard to provide you with safe and reliable drinking water that meets federal and state water quality 

requirements. The purpose of this report is to provide you with information on your drinking water and how to protect 
our precious water resources.

Contact the City of Lexington at (763) 784-2792 or ap@cityoflexingtonmn.org if you have questions about Lexing-
ton’s drinking water. You can also ask for information about how you can take part in decisions that may affect water 
quality.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency sets safe drinking water standards. These standards limit the amounts 
of specific contaminants allowed in drinking water. This ensures that tap water is safe to drink for most people. The 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration regulates the amount of certain contaminants in bottled water. Bottled water must 
provide the same public health protection as public tap water.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some con-
taminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily mean that water poses a health risk. More information 
about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by visiting the website epa.gov/safewater.

Lexington Monitoring Results
This report contains our monitoring results from January 1 to December 31, 2025.
We work with the Minnesota Department of Health to test drinking water for more than 100 contaminants. It is not 

unusual to detect contaminants in small amounts. No water supply is ever completely free of contaminants. Drinking 
water standards protect Minnesotans from substances that may be harmful to their health.

Learn more by visiting the Minnesota Department of Health’s webpage Basics of Monitoring and testing of Drinking 
Water in Minnesota (https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/factsheet/sampling.html). 

How to Read the Water Quality Data Tables
The tables below show the contaminants we found last year or the most recent time we sampled for that contami-

nant. They also show the levels of those contaminants and the Environmental Protection Agency’s limits. Substances 
that we tested for but did not find are not included in the tables.

We sample for some contaminants less than once a year because their levels in water are not expected to change 
from year to year. If we found any of these contaminants the last time we sampled for them, we included them in the 
tables below with the detection date.

We may have done additional monitoring for contaminants that are not included in the Safe Drinking Water Act. To 
request a copy of these results, call the Minnesota Department of Health at 651-201-4700 between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday.

Definitions
•  AL (Action Level): The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other 

requirements which a water system must follow. 
•  EPA: Environmental Protection Agency
•  MCL (Maximum contaminant level): The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. 

MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology.
•  MCLG (Maximum contaminant level goal): The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is 

no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
•  MRDL (Maximum residual disinfectant level): The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. 

There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.
•  MRDLG (Maximum residual disinfectant level goal): The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which 

there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to 
control microbial contaminants. 

•  N/A (Not applicable): Does not apply.
•  pCi/l (picocuries per liter): A measure of radioactivity.
•  ppb (parts per billion): One part per billion in water is like one drop in one billion drops of water, or about one 

drop in a swimming pool. ppb is the same as micrograms per liter (μg/l).
•  ppm (parts per million): One part per million is like one drop in one million drops of water, or about one cup in 

a swimming pool. ppm is the same as milligrams per liter (mg/l).
•  PWSID: Public water system identification.
Monitoring Results – Regulated Substances
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Monitoring Results – Regulated Substances 

LEAD AND COPPER – Tested at customer taps. 

Contaminant (Date, if 
sampled in previous 

year) 

EPA’s 
Ideal 
Goal 

(MCLG) 

EPA’s 
Action 
Level 

90% of 
Results 

Were Less 
Than 

Number 
of 

Homes 
with 
High 

Levels 

Range of 
Detected 

Test 
Results 

Violation Typical 
Sources 

Lead 0 ppb 90% of 
homes 

less than 
15 ppb 

<2 ppb 0 out of 
10 

0 - 3.6 
ppb 

NO Corrosion 
of 

household 
plumbing. 

Copper 1.3 ppm 90% of 
homes 

less than 
1.3 ppm 

0.4 ppm 0 out of 
10 

0.07 - 
0.53 ppm 

NO Corrosion 
of 

household 
plumbing. 

 

INORGANIC & ORGANIC CONTAMINANTS – Tested in drinking water. 

Contaminant (Date, 
if sampled in 

previous year) 

EPA’s Ideal 
Goal 

(MCLG) 

EPA’s 
Limit 
(MCL) 

Highest Average 
or Highest Single 

Test Result 

Range of 
Detected Test 

Results 
Violation Typical 

Sources 

Gross Alpha 0 pCi/l 15 pCi/l 21.5 pCi/l 20.0 - 23.0 
pCi/l 

YES Erosion of 
natural 

deposits. 

Combined Radium 0 pCi/l 5 pCi/l 0.7 pCi/l 0.0 - 1.4 pCi/l NO Erosion of 
natural 

deposits. 
 

Potential Health Effects and Corrective Actions (If Applicable) 

Gross Alpha: Certain minerals are radioactive and may emit a form of radiation known as 
alpha radiation. Some people who drink water containing alpha emitters in excess of the MCL 
over many years may have an increased risk of getting cancer. 

Gross Alpha: Previous testing results show that the average level of gross alpha was above 
the maximum contaminant level (MCL) of 15 pCi/L. An MCL violation was issued for this 
system on 10/24/2019. Testing will continue until the violation is resolved. This is not an 
emergency. You do not need an alternative source of water such as bottled water. However, 
if you have specific health concerns consult your doctor. Home water treatment units are 
available to reduce gross alpha, which include water softening, reverse osmosis, and 
distillation. It is recommended that these home water treatment units be certified to ensure 
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Monitoring Results – Regulated Substances 

LEAD AND COPPER – Tested at customer taps. 

Contaminant (Date, if 
sampled in previous 

year) 

EPA’s 
Ideal 
Goal 

(MCLG) 

EPA’s 
Action 
Level 

90% of 
Results 

Were Less 
Than 

Number 
of 

Homes 
with 
High 

Levels 

Range of 
Detected 

Test 
Results 

Violation Typical 
Sources 

Lead 0 ppb 90% of 
homes 

less than 
15 ppb 

<2 ppb 0 out of 
10 

0 - 3.6 
ppb 

NO Corrosion 
of 

household 
plumbing. 

Copper 1.3 ppm 90% of 
homes 

less than 
1.3 ppm 

0.4 ppm 0 out of 
10 

0.07 - 
0.53 ppm 

NO Corrosion 
of 

household 
plumbing. 

 

INORGANIC & ORGANIC CONTAMINANTS – Tested in drinking water. 

Contaminant (Date, 
if sampled in 

previous year) 

EPA’s Ideal 
Goal 

(MCLG) 

EPA’s 
Limit 
(MCL) 

Highest Average 
or Highest Single 

Test Result 

Range of 
Detected Test 

Results 
Violation Typical 

Sources 

Gross Alpha 0 pCi/l 15 pCi/l 21.5 pCi/l 20.0 - 23.0 
pCi/l 

YES Erosion of 
natural 

deposits. 

Combined Radium 0 pCi/l 5 pCi/l 0.7 pCi/l 0.0 - 1.4 pCi/l NO Erosion of 
natural 

deposits. 
 

Potential Health Effects and Corrective Actions (If Applicable) 

Gross Alpha: Certain minerals are radioactive and may emit a form of radiation known as 
alpha radiation. Some people who drink water containing alpha emitters in excess of the MCL 
over many years may have an increased risk of getting cancer. 

Gross Alpha: Previous testing results show that the average level of gross alpha was above 
the maximum contaminant level (MCL) of 15 pCi/L. An MCL violation was issued for this 
system on 10/24/2019. Testing will continue until the violation is resolved. This is not an 
emergency. You do not need an alternative source of water such as bottled water. However, 
if you have specific health concerns consult your doctor. Home water treatment units are 
available to reduce gross alpha, which include water softening, reverse osmosis, and 
distillation. It is recommended that these home water treatment units be certified to ensure 

Potential Health Effects and Corrective Actions (If Applicable)
Gross Alpha: Certain minerals are radioactive and may emit a form of radiation known as alpha radiation. Some 

people who drink water containing alpha emitters in excess of the MCL over many years may have an increased 
risk of getting cancer.

Gross Alpha: Previous testing results show that the average level of gross alpha was above the maximum 
contaminant level (MCL) of 15 pCi/L. An MCL violation was issued for this system on 10/24/2019. Testing will continue 
until the violation is resolved. This is not an emergency. You do not need an alternative source of water such as 
bottled water. However, if you have specific health concerns consult your doctor. Home water treatment units are 
available to reduce gross alpha, which include water softening, reverse osmosis, and distillation. It is recommended 
that these home water treatment units be certified to ensure gross alpha removal. The use of carbon filters is not 
recommended for removal of gross alpha, as it may accumulate in the filter over time. Your public water system 
is exploring methods to reduce the level of gross alpha, which may include an alternative water source or water 
treatment. You will be informed when the public water system has reduced the level of gross alpha and meets the 
standard. Please share this information with all other people who drink this water, especially those who may not 
have received this notice directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, hospitals, schools, prisons, 
and businesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.
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gross alpha removal. The use of carbon filters is not recommended for removal of gross 
alpha, as it may accumulate in the filter over time. Your public water system is exploring 
methods to reduce the level of gross alpha, which may include an alternative water source or 
water treatment. You will be informed when the public water system has reduced the level of 
gross alpha and meets the standard. Please share this information with all other people who 
drink this water, especially those who may not have received this notice directly (for 
example, people in apartments, nursing homes, hospitals, schools, prisons, and businesses). 
You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail. 

CONTAMINANTS RELATED TO DISINFECTION – Tested in drinking water. 

Substance (Date, if 
sampled in previous 

year) 

EPA’s Ideal 
Goal (MCLG 
or MRDLG) 

EPA’s 
Limit 

(MCL or 
MRDL) 

Highest 
Average or 

Highest 
Single Test 

Result 

Range of 
Detected 

Test Results 
Violation Typical Sources 

Total 
Trihalomethanes 
(TTHMs) 

N/A 80 ppb 5.7 ppb N/A NO By-product of 
drinking water 

disinfection.  

Total Haloacetic 
Acids (HAA) 

N/A 60 ppb 3.8 ppb N/A NO By-product of 
drinking water 

disinfection.  

Total Chlorine 4.0 ppm 4.0 ppm 0.88 ppm 0.43 - 1.03 
ppm 

NO Water additive 
used to control 

microbes. 
 

Total HAA refers to HAA5 

OTHER SUBSTANCES – Tested in drinking water. 

Substance (Date, 
if sampled in 

previous year) 

EPA’s 
Ideal Goal 

(MCLG) 

EPA’s 
Limit 
(MCL) 

Highest 
Average or 

Highest Single 
Test Result 

Range of 
Detected 

Test Results 
Violation Typical Sources 

Fluoride 4.0 ppm 4.0 ppm 0.82 ppm 0.76 - 0.88 
ppm 

NO Erosion of natural 
deposits; Water 

additive to promote 
strong teeth. 

 

Potential Health Effects and Corrective Actions (If Applicable) 

Fluoride:  Fluoride is nature's cavity fighter, with small amounts present naturally in many 
drinking water sources. There is an overwhelming weight of credible, peer-reviewed, 
scientific evidence that fluoridation reduces tooth decay and cavities in children and adults, 

Total HAA refers to HAA5
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gross alpha removal. The use of carbon filters is not recommended for removal of gross 
alpha, as it may accumulate in the filter over time. Your public water system is exploring 
methods to reduce the level of gross alpha, which may include an alternative water source or 
water treatment. You will be informed when the public water system has reduced the level of 
gross alpha and meets the standard. Please share this information with all other people who 
drink this water, especially those who may not have received this notice directly (for 
example, people in apartments, nursing homes, hospitals, schools, prisons, and businesses). 
You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail. 

CONTAMINANTS RELATED TO DISINFECTION – Tested in drinking water. 

Substance (Date, if 
sampled in previous 

year) 

EPA’s Ideal 
Goal (MCLG 
or MRDLG) 

EPA’s 
Limit 

(MCL or 
MRDL) 

Highest 
Average or 

Highest 
Single Test 

Result 

Range of 
Detected 

Test Results 
Violation Typical Sources 

Total 
Trihalomethanes 
(TTHMs) 

N/A 80 ppb 5.7 ppb N/A NO By-product of 
drinking water 

disinfection.  

Total Haloacetic 
Acids (HAA) 

N/A 60 ppb 3.8 ppb N/A NO By-product of 
drinking water 

disinfection.  

Total Chlorine 4.0 ppm 4.0 ppm 0.88 ppm 0.43 - 1.03 
ppm 

NO Water additive 
used to control 

microbes. 
 

Total HAA refers to HAA5 

OTHER SUBSTANCES – Tested in drinking water. 

Substance (Date, 
if sampled in 

previous year) 

EPA’s 
Ideal Goal 

(MCLG) 

EPA’s 
Limit 
(MCL) 

Highest 
Average or 

Highest Single 
Test Result 

Range of 
Detected 

Test Results 
Violation Typical Sources 

Fluoride 4.0 ppm 4.0 ppm 0.82 ppm 0.76 - 0.88 
ppm 

NO Erosion of natural 
deposits; Water 

additive to promote 
strong teeth. 

 

Potential Health Effects and Corrective Actions (If Applicable) 

Fluoride:  Fluoride is nature's cavity fighter, with small amounts present naturally in many 
drinking water sources. There is an overwhelming weight of credible, peer-reviewed, 
scientific evidence that fluoridation reduces tooth decay and cavities in children and adults, 

Potential Health Effects and Corrective Actions (If Applicable)
Fluoride: Fluoride is nature’s cavity fighter, with small amounts present naturally in many drinking water sources. 

There is an overwhelming weight of credible, peer-reviewed, scientific evidence that fluoridation reduces tooth 
decay and cavities in children and adults, even when there is availability of fluoride from other sources, such as 
fluoride toothpaste and mouth rinses. Since studies show that optimal fluoride levels in drinking water benefit public 
health, municipal community water systems adjust the level of fluoride in the water to an optimal concentration 
between 0.5 to 0.9 parts per million (ppm) to protect your teeth. Fluoride levels below 2.0 ppm are not expected to 
increase the risk of a cosmetic condition known as enamel fluorosis.

Monitoring Results – Unregulated Substances/Emerging Contaminants
In addition to testing drinking water for contaminants regulated under the Safe Drinking Water Act, we sometimes 

also monitor for contaminants that are not regulated. Unregulated contaminants do not have legal limits for 
drinking water. MDH, EPA, and other health agencies may have developed comparison values for some of these 
compounds. Some of these comparison values are based solely on potential health impacts and do not consider 
our ability to measure contaminants at very low concentrations nor the cost and technology of prevention and/or 
treatment. These values may be set at levels that are costly, challenging, or impractical for a water system to meet 
(for example, large-scale treatment technology may not exist for a given contaminant). Sample data are listed along 
with comparison values in the table below; it is important to note that these comparison values are not enforceable.

Detection alone of a regulated or unregulated contaminant should not cause concern. The significance of a 
detection should be determined considering current health effects information. We are often still learning about the 
health effects, so this information can change over time.

A person drinking water with a contaminant at or below the comparison value would be at little to no risk for 
harmful health effects. If the level of a contaminant is above the comparison value, people of a certain age or with 
special health conditions-like a fetus, infants, children, elderly, and people with impaired immunity—may need to 
take extra precautions. We are notifying you of the unregulated/emerging contaminants we have detected as a 
public education opportunity.

Unregulated contaminant monitoring helps EPA to determine where certain contaminants occur and whether the 
Agency should consider regulating those contaminants in the future.

•  More information is available on MDH’s A-Z List of Contaminants in Water (https://www.health.state.mn.us/
communities/environment/water/contaminants/index.html)

•  Fourth Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR 4) (https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/
environment/water/com/ucmr4.html)

•  Fifth Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (https://www.epa.gov/dwucmr/fifth-unregulated-contaminant-
monitoring-rule)

•  EPA has developed a UCMR5 Program Overview Factsheet (https://www.epa.gov/system/files/
documents/2022-02/ucmr5-factsheet.pdf) describing UCMR 5 contaminants and standards.

In the past year, your drinking water may have tested for additional unregulated contaminants as part of the 
Fifth Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (https://www.epa.gov/dwucmr/fifth-unregulated-contaminant-
monitoring-rule) and results are still being processed. The Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule 5 (UCMR 5) 
Data finder allows people to easily search for, summarize, and download the available UCMR 5 analytical results 
(https://www.epa.gov/dwucmr/fifth-unregulated-contaminant-monitoring-rule-data-finder).
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UNREGULATED/EMERGING CONTAMINANTS – Tested in drinking water. 

Contaminant Comparison Value 
Highest Average Result 
or Highest Single Test 

Result 

Range of Detected Test 
Results 

Sodium* 20 ppm 7.37 ppm N/A 

Sulfate 500 ppm 0.52 ppm N/A 

Perfluoroheptanoic acid 
(PFHpA) 

N/A 0.7 ppt 0.00 - 1.40 ppt 

  

*Note that home water softening can increase the level of sodium in your water. 

Some People Are More Vulnerable to Contaminants in Drinking Water 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. 
Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have 
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and 
infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water 
from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection 
by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available on EPA's website epa.gov/safewater. 

Service Line Material Inventory 
Lexington has completed and submitted our service line materials inventory to the Minnesota 
Department of Health. The service line inventory is publicly available, and you can check the materials for 
your service line by visiting the Lead Inventory Tracking Tool (LITT) (https://maps.umn.edu/LSL/). You may 
also contact us at travis.schmid@cityoflexingtonmn.org (Travis Schmid). The City of Lexington used a 
combination of methods to determine the status of service lines, including reviewing historical 
documents, conducting in-home inspections, sending out mail surveys, and performing mechanical 
excavation. As of 11/17/2025, our inventory contains 0 lead, 0 galvanized requiring replacement, 0 
unknown material, and 645 non-lead service lines.  

Learn More about Your Drinking Water 

Drinking Water Sources 
Groundwater supplies 75 percent of Minnesota’s drinking water, and found in aquifers beneath the 
surface of the land. Surface water supplies 25 percent of Minnesota’s drinking water, and is the water in 
lakes, rivers, and streams above the surface of the land. 

Contaminants can get in drinking water sources from the natural environment and from people’s daily 
activities. There are six main types of contaminants in drinking water sources. 

*Note that home water softening can increase the level of sodium in your water.
Some People Are More Vulnerable to Contaminants in Drinking Water
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immu-

no-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone 
organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be partic-
ularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. 
EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial 
contaminants are available on EPA’s website epa.gov/safewater.

Service Line Material Inventory
Lexington has completed and submitted our service line materials inventory to the Minnesota Department of 

Health. The service line inventory is publicly available, and you can check the materials for your service line by 
visiting the Lead Inventory Tracking Tool (LITT) (https://maps.umn.edu/LSL/). You may also contact us at travis.
schmid@cityoflexingtonmn.org (Travis Schmid). The City of Lexington used a combination of methods to determine 
the status of service lines, including reviewing historical documents, conducting in-home inspections, sending out 
mail surveys, and performing mechanical excavation. As of 11/17/2025, our inventory contains 0 lead, 0 galvanized 
requiring replacement, 0 unknown material, and 645 non-lead service lines.

Continuted on next page.

CENTENNIAL 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO 12

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
Centennial Independent School District No 12 is requesting self-funded 

proposals for Group Medical Insurance.  The RFP (with submission instruc-
tions, general information and all pertinent underwriting details) can be ob-
tained by contacting Katie Tillemans at Gallagher Benefit Services -- Phone: 
612.619.1324; E-mail:  Katie_Tillemans@ajg.com -- 3600 American Blvd W, 
Suite 500, Bloomington, MN 55431.  All questions regarding the RFP should 
be directed to Katie Tillemans at Gallagher.  All proposals must be submitted 
electronically to Gallagher Benefit Services no later than 2:00 pm on June 
16, 2026.  Proposals received after the deadline will be considered late and 
ineligible for consideration.

Published two times in the Quad Community Press on May 26 and June 
2, 2026.

CITY OF LINO LAKES
SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO. 04-26

AN ORDINANCE VACATING DRAINAGE AND UTILITY EASEMENT
Section 1: Findings
The City Council of Lino Lakes has determined to vacate a portion of 

the drainage and utility easement dedicated over, under, and across 6030 
Blanchard Blvd, Lot 2, Block 2, & Outlot C, Lyngblomsten at Lino Lakes Ad-
dition; and

A public hearing was held on May 11, 2026 before the City Council in the 
City Hall Council Chambers after due published and posted notice had been 
given and a reasonable attempts were made to give personal notice to all af-
fected property owners, and all persons interested were given an opportunity 
to be heard; and 

Section 3: Effect
This ordinance shall be in force and effect from and after its passage and 

publication according to the Lino Lakes City Charter and upon recording of the 
Drainage and Utility Easement Vacation.

Passed by the Lino Lakes City Council on May 26, 2026.
This is a summary of the adopted ordinance.  A full printed copy of the 

ordinance is available at City Hall.
Published one time in the Quad Community Press on June 2, 2026.

CENTENNIAL FIRE RELIEF ASSOCIATION 
NOTICE OF NONPROFIT DISSOLUTION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, the Centennial Fire Relief Association, a nonprof-
it corporation organized under Minn. Stat. chapters 317A and 424A, hereby 
gives notice of its dissolution. The Centennial Fire Relief Association filed its 
Notice of Intent to Dissolve with the Secretary of State on May 28, 2026. 
Written claims against the Centennial Fire Relief Association may be sent to 
the Centennial Fire Relief Association, 2 East Road, Circle Pines, MN 55014. 
Claims must be received by July 1, 2026 to be considered.

Published four times in the Quad Community Press on June 2, 9, 16 and 
23, 2026.
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LEARN MORE ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER
Drinking Water Sources
Groundwater supplies 75 percent of Minnesota’s drinking water, and found in aquifers beneath the surface of the 

land. Surface water supplies 25 percent of Minnesota’s drinking water, and is the water in lakes, rivers, and streams 
above the surface of the land..

Contaminants can get in drinking water sources from the natural environment and from people’s daily activities. 
There are five main types of contaminants in drinking water sources.

• Microbial contaminants, such as viruses, bacteria, and parasites. Sources include sewage treatment plants, 
septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, pets, and wildlife.

• Inorganic contaminants include salts and metals from natural sources (e.g. rock and soil), oil and gas 
production, mining and farming operations, urban stormwater runoff, and wastewater discharges.

• Pesticide: Generally, any substance or mixture of substances intended for preventing,
destroying, repelling, or mitigating any pest.
• Herbicide: Any chemical(s) used to control undesirable vegetation.
• Organic chemical contaminants include synthetic and volatile organic compounds. Sources include industrial 

processes and petroleum production, gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems.
• Radioactive contaminants such as radium, thorium, and uranium isotopes come from natural sources (e.g. 

radon gas from soils and rock), mining operations, and oil and gas production.
The Minnesota Department of Health provides information about your drinking water source(s) in a source water 

assessment, including:
• How Lexington is protecting your drinking water source(s);
• Nearby threats to your drinking water sources;
• How easily water and pollution can move from the surface of the land into drinking water sources, based on 

natural geology and the way wells are constructed.
Find your source water assessment at ‘Source Water Assessments’ (https://www.health.state.mn.us/

communities/environment/water/swp/swa) or call 651-201-4700 between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.

Lead in Drinking Water
Lead can cause serious health problems, babies, children under six years, and pregnant women are at the highest risk. 

You may be in contact with lead through paint, water, dust, soil, food, hobbies, or your job. There is no safe level of lead.
Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. 

Our water system is responsible for proving high quality drinking water and removing lead pipes from service lines 
but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components in your home. You can take responsibility 
by identifying and removing lead materials within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your family’s risk.

Read below to learn how you can protect yourself from lead in drinking water.
1. Let the water run before drinking tap water flush your pipes for several minutes by running your tap. If you have 

a lead service line, you may need to let the water run longer. A service line is the underground pipe that brings 
water from the main water pipe under the street to your home. 

  •  Activities such as taking a shower, doing laundry or dishes help keep water moving in your home system but 
are not a replacement for running the tap before you drink if it has not been used for a long period of time.

 • The only way to know if lead has been reduced by letting it run is to check with a test. If letting the water run 
does not reduce lead, consider other options to reduce your exposure.

2. Know your service line materials by contacting your public water system, or you can search for your address 
online at the Minnesota Lead Inventory Tracking Tool (https://maps.umn.edu/LSL/).

 •  Protect Your Tap: A quick check for lead (https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/protect-your-
tap-quick-check-lead) is EPA’s step by step guide to learn how to find lead pipes in your home.

3. Use cold water for drinking, making food, and making baby formula. Hot water releases more lead from pipes 
than cold water.

4. Test your water. In most cases, letting the water run and using cold water for drinking and cooking should keep 
lead levels low in your drinking water. If you are still concerned about lead, arrange with a laboratory to test your 
tap water. Testing your water is important if young children or pregnant women drink your tap water.

 •  Contact a Minnesota Department of Health accredited laboratory to purchase a sample container and 
instructions on how to submit a sample: 
Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (https://eldo.web.health.state.mn.us/public/accreditedlabs/
labsearch.seam)  
The Minnesota Department of Health can help you understand your test results.

5.   Treat your water. if a test shows your water has high levels of lead after you let the water run. You can use a 
filter certified with ANSI/NSF standards 53 and 42 for lead reduction.

 •  Read about water treatment units:  
Point-of-Use Water Treatment Units for Lead Reduction (https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/
environment/water/factsheet/poulead.html) 

Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and other steps you can take to minimize exposure are 
available at:

 •  Visit EPA Basic Information about Lead in Drinking Water (http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead)
 •  Visit the Minnesota department of Health Lead in Drinking Water (https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/

environment/water/contaminants/lead.html)
 •  To learn about how to reduce your contact with lead from sources other than your drinking water, visit Lead 

Poisoning Prevention: Common Sources (https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/lead/fs/
common.html)

6.  Be Aware: Head Start Programs, Child Care Centers, Public and Charter Schools all have requirements to 
test for lead in drinking water. These programs can learn more about requirements and resources for testing 
and remediation at MDH Drinking Water in Schools and Child Cares (https://www.web.health.state.mn.us/
communities/environment/water/schools/index.html) 

Published one time in the Quad Community Press on June 2, 2026.

Continued from previous page.
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Cougars lose in 
playoffs but win twice
Centennial, top-seeded in Section 7AAAA 

baseball, beat Coon Rapids 7-2, lost to Andover 10-4, 
and beat Duluth East 11-2 last week.  Centennial 
(21-6) faces Anoka at 4 p.m. on Tuesday in Forest 
Lake. The winner faces Blaine at 7 p.m. That winner 
goes to finals Wednesday against Andover.  Against 
Coon Rapids, Jake Williamson threw a four-hitter 
with eight strikeouts. Matthew Siegler, back after 
missing a month with an injury, went 2-for-4. 
Tanner Dittrich had two steals and two runs, and 
Tripp Stensrud a double and a sac fly. 

� JON NAMYST | CONTRIBUTED

Jake Williamson threw a shutout in the Cougars’ section 
opener

Boys track: Cougars win relay at 
section, have 3 state entrants

BY BRUCE STRAND 
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

The Centennial boys 
earned state track-
meet berths in three 
events at Section 
7AAA Wednesday and 
Friday.

The Cougars won 
the 4x800 relay in 
7:59.97 with Noah 
Berg, Connor Louks, 

Luke Flaschberger and 
Liban Ahmed.

Also qualifying were 
Owgio Wreh, second in 
triple jump (46-10 3/4), 
and Brayden Boesch, 
third in shot put (53-7 
1/2) and qualifying by 
standard.

Next-highest 
placements were Berg, 
fourth in the 800 run 
(1:59.09); Inyene Ekah, 

fifth in long jump 
(21-6 3/4); and Tristan 
Hanson, fifth in high 
jump (6-2) 

Also scoring points: 
Noah McCloud, sixth, 
high jump (6-0) with 
Ryan Lindsay ninth 
(5-10); Levi Peterson, 
sixth, 300 hurdles 
(41.78); Eliot Shepard, 
sixth, 200 (22.83); 
Matthew McManus, 

seventh, discus (143-3); 
Evan Sikkink, eighth, 
pole vault (12-4) with 
Devin Swenson ninth 
(12-4); and Andrew 
Russell, ninth, shot put 
(48-2 1/2).

The state meet will 
be Thursday and 
Saturday at St. Michael-
Albertville.

Cougar girls reach state in 8 events
BY BRUCE STRAND 

SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

The Centennial girls will have state track-meet 
entrants in eight events, with Regina Tandoh 
in four of them, after Section 7AAA action 
Wednesday and Friday at Forest Lake. The top 
three teams were Blaine with 239.5 points, the 
Cougars 131 and Forest Lake 128.5.

Tandoh was champion in the 100 dash (12.37) and 
200 dash (25.38) and took second in long jump with 
18-3, surpassing 18 for the first time.

Hailey Peterson qualified in pole vault with 

second place (10-10) and high jump with fourth 
place (5-2) by standard. She was seventh in triple 
jump (34-8 1/2). Lauren Klein won the 800 in 2:12.30 
and will make her fourth state trip. Centennial 
won the 4x400 in 3:56.50 with Tandoh, Klein, Khloe 
Reker and Anna Swanson. Amelia Sutch qualified 
with second in triple jump (37-7). She was sixth in 
long jump (17-8 1/2).

Also scoring points: Swanson, fourth, 1600 
(5:19.78); Deborah Timothy, fourth, discus (112-2), 
and sixth, shot put (35-10 1/2); Charly Hayes, fifth, 
pole vault (9-10) with Maylin Schneider seventh (9-
10); and Josephine Steinhoff, seventh, 400 (1:00.59).

Cougars finish section runner-up in softball
BY BRUCE STRAND 

SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

Centennial softball was 
runner-up in the Section 5AAAA 
tournament with three wins and 
a pair of losses to Champlin Park. 
The Cougars had a 15-9 record.

After opening with a 2-1 no-
hitter win over Osseo (reported 
previously), the Cougars got 
another pitching gem from Kendal 
Saffert (four-hitter, 13 strikeouts) 
to beat Maple Grove 4-0. Her 
catcher, Lily Renslow, slammed a 

three-run homer. Denver Hogberg 
had an RBI double.

Champlin Park beat the Cougars 
3-2. Gracie Nickle delivered a 
two-run single in the first, but 
Avangeline Abrahamson blanked 
them after that. Saffert allowed 
only four hits and walked none. 
June Semling hit a solo homer for 
the Rebels.

The Cougars scored twice in the 
last of the seventh to beat Rogers 
6-5. Khloe Waldemar singled home 
Hogberg, who had bunted for a 
hit, with the game winner. Nickle 

was 3-for-4 with a two-run homer 
and three RBIs. Saffert pitched the 
distance (seven hits, two walks, 
one strikeout).

Needing two wins over 
Champlin in the finals, the 
Cougars and Saffert led 1-0 before 
the Rebels tallied seven runs in 
the sixth on seven hits. Errors 
rendered all the runs unearned. 
Abrahamson held the Cougars to 
four hits, two each by Grace Lien 
and Renslow. 

BOYS GOLF
Centennial will have 

two golfers in the state 
tournament June 9-10 
after the Cougars placed 
third in team standings 
in Section 5AAA at 
Bunker Hills. Cougar 
junior Brady Zins shot 
68-80-148 to place fifth 
while sophomore Caleb 
Lounsbrough was 
seventh with 78-73-151. 
Lounsbrough won a 
four-way playoff for the 

final state slot with a 
birdie on the first hole. 
The top four teams 
were Spring Lake Park 
588, Maple Grove 598, 
Centennial 611 and 
Rogers 625. Cooper 
Daikawa was 15th with 
75-79-154, Colton Lang 
23rd with 79-82-161 and 
Aiden Rome 24th with 
83-79-152.

SEE MORE SPORTS, ONLINE AT 
PRESSPUB.COM/QUAD/SPORTS
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106,000 residents, five school districts, the Blaine 
Airport and the National Sports Center and Super 
Rink located in Blaine. There are 20 full-time 
staff members with the department, 55 duty crew 
members and 30 volunteer fire corps members. 
Three stations are staffed 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week and 365 days a year. 

The department is governed by a board of 
directors. The board includes representation from 
members’ cities and two representatives from the 
SBM Fire Department. 

“We operate independently from direct municipal 
control. That is huge,” Retka said. “That is 
one of the things that have provided us the 
opportunity to do the things that we do.” He added 
the department’s independent, nonprofit model 
provides flexibility and the agility to adjust to 
changing service demands. 

For 78 years, Retka said the SBM Fire Department 
ran as a strictly volunteer department. He added 
the department was proud they were able to 
maintain that model for all of those years. 

“We always said we were going to continue to 
operate that way,” Retka said. “I ran as fire chief 
with that in mind. I didn’t want to change our 
model…because there is no better model for a 
community than a volunteer model, as long as its 
operationally and fiscally able to continue… And 
that’s where we ran into the problem.” 

On an operational level, Retka said they were 
struggling to find people to combat the increased 
demand for firefighters. On the cost side of things, 
fire trucks are close to $1 million to purchase 
today, when 10 years ago, an engine cost $350,000, 
according to Retka. 

Retka said after discussion that the department 
decided to move to the duty crew model. The duty 
crew model is a staffing strategy where firefighters 
are scheduled for active duty and stationed in the 
firehouse during specific shifts. 

“This approach allows SBM to focus on resources 
where they matter most: Front line staffing, 
training equipment and service delivery while 
continuing to operate in a financial, responsible 
matter for the communities that we serve,” he 
added. 

All firefighters with the SBM Fire Department 
are EMT certified. Retka said this is a new practice 
for SBM and they implemented it around seven 

years ago. The department is also able to provide 
water rescue. It has boats located on lakes in 
Blaine, Circle Pines and Centerville. 

Financially, Retka said SBM provides the lowest 
per capita cost among other departments in the 
state of Minnesota. The average cost per resident 
for SBM is $35.16. Retka compared this cost to the 
Maple Grove Fire Rescue, where the average cost 
per resident is $98.79. 

Centennial Fire District integration ‘similar’ 
to Lexington merger

Retka said it is important to discuss the 
Centennial Fire District (CFD) integration into SBM 
because it is similar to what is happening between 
the Lexington Fire Department (LFD) and SBM. 
According to Retka, CFD was experiencing staffing 
issues, and the city completed a third-party study to 
see what made sense for the future of the CFD. 

“The number one recommendation that was 
brought forward was collaboration with another 
department. SBM was pointed out due to the way we 
were built out,” Retka explained. After discussions 
with CFD staff, it was agreed upon to start with an 
administrative contract. 

The administrative contract eventually developed 
into a fire protection partnership. “As that went 
on, we saw the benefits of it…We saw the fruits of 
coming together, training together, utilizing the 
same people and utilizing the same equipment,” the 
fire chief added. As of January 1, 2026, CFD fully 
integrated with SBM. 

A Lexington resident asked how many firefighters 
were assimilated into SBM and if the firefighters 
were notified ahead of time about the integration.

Retka responded that all but five firefighters 
joined SBM, and they were notified of the 
collaboration. Montain, who was originally with 
CFD, said they were notified of the administrative 
contract and Chief Retka came in to take over the 
fire chief role, which was vacant at CFD at that 
time.

“There wasn’t a whole lot of change, but we 
continued to grow and advance, so we began 
training the same way…As the contract was 
coming to an end, we did a one-year extension on 
it,” Montain explained. 

Another resident asked why the five firefighters 
left. Montain said one firefighter didn’t stay with 
the department due to a grandchild on the way and 

retired. One decided it was time to hang up their 
hat and another firefighter stepped down because 
his daughters were going off to college and it felt 
like the right time. 

Where the Lexington Fire Department is today
Right now, the SBM Fire Department is operating 

under an administrative agreement with the city of 
Lexington. 

“SBM is currently providing operational 
coverage. What that means is SBM is responding to 
Lexington calls right now,” Retka said. According 
to Retka, LFD was taken offline due to critical 
staffing shortages. 

“We cannot simply safely run a fire department 
with five or less firefighters. It’s not safe. I’m not 
on board with that,” he explained. “If we’re going 
to take the liability of things, we need to make sure 
we’re doing that safely.” 

Retka said the SBM Fire Department makes 
sense for Lexington due to 24/7 staffing and an 
established command structure. Another reason 
the department “makes sense” for the city is how 
close Station 4 is to Lexington. Station 4 is located 
at 2 East Road in Circle Pines and has fast response 
capabilities. Strategically its benefits include long-
term sustainability, shared resources and reduced 
duplication of services. 

“The number one thing we cannot compete with 
the Lexington Fire Department is community… 
The thing the Lexington Fire Department had was 
that community presence. It was made up of its own 
people,” Retka said. “We can’t replicate that. We’re 
going to try… The (Lexington) fire department 
deserves a lot of credit for the amount of hours and 
time they put in since 1954.”

The SBM Fire Department Station 1 is located at 
1710 County Hwy 10 in St. Louis Park. It also serves 
as the department’s administrative headquarters. 
Station 3 is located at 11920 Ulysses St. NE in 
Blaine. Station 6 is located at 1800 Main St. in 
Centerville. A fifth station is located adjacent to 
Blaine City Hall and is operated by city employees 
Monday through Friday. 

Editor Madeline Dolby can be reached at 651-407-
1226 or quadnews@presspubs.com.
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WHY CHOOSE PAT-A-CAKE CHILD CARE?
Part time and full time programs available

Homemade meals and field trips • Learning activities
Large, indoor muscle room • School preparedness

Infant and toddler programs available

Call now for free registration and  
up to $160 off your first months tuition fee.

7761 Lake Dr., Ste. E, Lino Lakes • 651-786-2286 • www.patacakemn.com

Enjoy a Secure and 
Stimulating Environment
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FOR 31 YEARS!

Infant Openings!

9005 S Hwy Dr, Circle Pines, MN 55014
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SBM FIRE: Fire chief says department will try to replicate community feel
FROM PAGE 1

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.
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MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 5/31/2026 Metro

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25

Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

Free Pickup & Towing.

Top Tax Deduction.
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