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Voting begins: Best
of Contestis here

The nominations are in, and voting 3
is open for Press Publications’ annu- 22026 e

al Best of the Press Readers’ Choice
contest. ]’3 ST

Community members will vote for a o the B
wide variety of their favorites, includ- >
ing restaurants, doctors, schools, art-
ists, services, events and much more. New
This year’s contest features more .
than 149 categories, including eight categories:

new categories: sweet shop, chicken » Sweet shop
wings, brat/hot dog, mocktailatabar  + Chicken wings
or restaurant, meal for the money, » Brat/hot dog
apple orchard, electrician company and . Mocktail at a bar
dispensary. or restaurant

The contest helps recognize excep- » Meal for the
tional businesses, Press Publications money

General Manager Patty Steele said. « Apple orchard
Winning a badge adds credibilitytoa - Electrician
business for someone making a buying company
decision. » Dispensary
“Six years strong and readers still
love to vote for their favorites in the local communities, and
businesses love to be recognized by their customers,” Steele
SHANNON GRANHOLM | PRESS PUBLICATIONS | said. “It’s also a great guide for our readers to take a look at
the top three and decide to try somewhere new they might not
CONTRIBUTED have otherwise tried.”
The contest continues to gain popularity each year.

Rad, retro and ready to celebrate S e o s Do, Boch e iy ot o

per day.
The city of Centerville’s Fete des Lacs is scheduled to return July 14 through July 19. This year’s festival boasts a Back to Voting ends at 5 p.m., Sunday, Aug. 2.
the ‘80s theme and will feature a variety of events including a cornhole tournament, 5K/8K run, fireworks, parade and Winners and finalists will be recognized in a special section
more. Find more information on page 8 of this week’s issue. the first week of October. Winners will also be posted online.

New developer takes over Oneka Lake Reserve project

BY SHANNON GRANHOLM project, including the same name and a similar layout
MANAGING EDITOR of townhomes around a circular private drive and a
small park in the southwest corner of the property.

HUGO — A housing development that has sat dor- The major differences between the two projects are
mant since 2021 has returned. the increase in units from 40 (2021) to 50 (2026), and a

DRW Property Investments, LL.C has requested slightly larger park, increased from 0.45 to 0.5 acres in
a preliminary plat and planned unit development size.
(PUD) for Olenka Lake Reserve. The project proposes Associate Planner Max Gort explained that the CONTRIBUTED
50 townhome units on 6.7 acres located north of 150th number of buildings on the site has also changed. DRW Property Investments, LLC has taken over the Oneka
Street North across from Generation Avenue North. Previously, 18 buildings were proposed and now 15 Lake Reserve Project, which now proposes 50 townhome

The property was previously approved for a town- are proposed. “There are more units, but they are units located north of 150th Street North across from Gener-

home development known as Oneka Lake Townhomes  smaller and there are fewer buildings,” Gort said. The ation Avenue North in Hugo.
in 2007. The project was not constructed due to the re- 2021 project called for a mixture of two-and-three-unit
cession in 2008. A second project for the property was buildings. The current proposal also introduces a four-  end of the property into one larger pond.

previously approved in 2021 and placed the property unit building. According to a memo from City Engineer Mark
into a PUD, but this project was also not constructed. Another key difference is the location of the storm- Erichson, grading is proposed in the drainage and
The city received revised plans for the project from water pond. The previous proposal had a large pond utility easement area on the properties directly to the
DRW in late May, with revisions in May and June. The  located in the center of the property; the new proposal
current proposed project is heavily based on the 2021 calls for combining two stormwater ponds on the north SEE ONEKA LAKE RESERVE, PAGE 7
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BUSINESS BRIEFS

The Grillium will be

featured

The Grillium will be fea-
tured by America’s Best
Restaurants, a national media
and marketing company that
spotlights independent, locally
owned restaurants across the
country.

The restaurant, located at
555 W. Broadway Ave. Forest
Lake, Suite 7, will host the
America’s Best Restaurants
Roadshow on July 29. The pro-
duction team will film an interview with co-owner and
chef Veronika Rafi and highlight several of the restau-
rant’s signature menu items. The public and members
of the media are welcome to attend the filming.

Owned by Russ and Veronika Rafi, The Grillium
opened with a menu that blends American cuisine with
Pakistani and Slovak-inspired flavors. Russ Rafi, orig-
inally from Pakistan, spent years managing restau-
rants in the United States before opening The Grillium.
Veronika Rafi, whose family has Slovak roots, joined
the business full time during the COVID-19 pandemic
after working as a project manager.

The episode is expected to feature the restaurant’s
Cajun Chicken Penne Alfredo, Gyro and Cuban Sand-
wich. Once completed, the feature will be released on
America’s Best Restaurants' social media platforms,
website and YouTube channel. A premiere date will be
announced on The Grillium’s Facebook page.

For more information about The Grillium, visit www.
thegrillium.com.

CONTRIBUTED
The Grillium will be fea-
tured by America’s Best
Restaurants.

Go4Cannabis hosts ribbon cutting

Go4Cannabis recently hosted aribbon cutting ceremony. The
new locally owned dispensary is located at 7114 Otter Lake
Road Suite 130 in Lino Lakes.

www.readthecitizen.com

POLITICAL BRIEFS

Two Republican candidates challenge

US Rep Tom Emmer in August primary

US House Majority Whip Tom Emmer, from
Delano, will face off against two challengers—Chris
Corey, from Big Lake, and Mike Foley, from Elk
River—in the upcoming primary election. Emmer
has served in the US House of Representatives since
2015 and as majority whip since 2023. He currently
represents Minnesota’s sixth congressional district.
This is Corey’s second primary campaign after he
previously faced off against Emmer in 2024. This is
Foley’s first primary campaign.

One Republican candidate faces
off against US Rep Pete Stauber in

August primary

Anthony Hamilton, from Mora, will challenge US
House Representative Pete Stauber, from Duluth,
in the upcoming Republican primary on Aug. 11.
Stauber has served in the US House of Representa-
tives since 2019. He currently represents Minneso-
ta’s eighth congressional district. This is Hamilton’s
first primary campaign.

Three candidates vie for District 8 in
August Democratic Primary

Three candidates are on the Democratic primary
ballot for the eighth congressional district: Luke
Gulbranson, from Eveleth; John Munter, from War-
ba; and Trina Swanson, from Hermantown. Munter
previously ran in the Democratic primary in 2024.
This is Gulbranson’s and Swanson’s first campaign.

Early voting information

The Minnesota primary election is Aug. 11. In-per-
son and mail absentee voting are now open. Center-
ville residents may vote early beginning July 24 at
Centerville City Hall, 1880 Main St. Hugo residents
may vote early beginning July 24 at either Forest
Lake Service and License Center, 19955 Forest Road

CONSTRUCTION BRIEF

Otter Lake Road at
County Road J closed
July 6

Construction continues on the
Interstate 35E and County Road
J interchange. July 6 to Aug. 20,
weather permitting, Otter Lake

about.

Road will be closed at County
Road J. There will be no access

to County Road J during this
closure. Throughout July, work
will continue on connecting Otter
Lake Road into the new round-

N. or Stillwater Government Center, 14949 N. 62nd
St. For more information, visit sos.mn.gov/elec-
tions-voting.

Senator Gustafson Appointed to
Legislative Inspector General Advisory
Commission

Senator Heather Gustafson
(DFL-Vadnais Heights) has been
appointed to the Legislative
Inspector General Advisory
Commission.

The commission will be
responsible for recruiting and
recommending qualified can-
didates to serve as Minnesota’s
first Inspector General, who
will lead the newly established
office tasked with investigating
fraud against state government
programs.

“This appointment is an opportunity to help
ensure we build an Office of the Inspector General
that is truly independent, transparent and focused
on serving the people of Minnesota,” said Senator
Gustafson. “When we passed this legislation, our
goal was to strengthen accountability and restore
public trust by creating an office that follows the
facts, protects taxpayer dollars and operates free
from political influence. I'm honored to continue to
lay the foundation for that work.”

The Office of the Inspector General was estab-
lished during the 2026 legislative session through bi-
partisan legislation authored by Senator Gustafson,
after first being passed by the Senate in 2025. The
new office consolidates oversight functions and pro-
vides an independent authority to investigate fraud
against state agencies while making recommenda-
tions to improve efficiency and accountability.

The eight-member advisory commission, with two
members from each legislative caucus, will conduct
a nationwide search and recommend candidates to
the governor for appointment as Minnesota’s first
Inspector General, subject to Senate confirmation.

the roundabouts on County Road
J. They will also work on paving
and curb pouring on the north
side of County Road J. Work will
continue on the west roundabout
and new southbound exit ramp on
20th Avenue.

Also in July, Crews will work
on connecting the new bridge to

Scan for this week’s specials!

4630 Centerville Rd, White Bear Lake | 651-653-0000 §

PINE TREE
Apple Orchard

Thank you for a great
strawberry season.

Closed until Mid-August
for Apples

Fun Fall Jobs call after Aug. 15
for applications dates and
apple harvest update

651-429-7202
North of White Bear Lake
www.pinetreeappleorchard.com

861099

HUGO TREE CARE

Specializing in
Difficult Removal

651-429-4705

www.hugotree.com
Certified Arborist

830950

857306
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HUGO SENIOR CITIZENS PLAY ‘500’

When: 12:45 p.m. Thursday, July 16 and 30, and the
first, third and fifth Thursday of every month

Where: Rice Lake Centre, 6900 137th Street N.

Details: Games begin at 12:45 p.m. Refreshments and
coffee served. All senior citizens from the area invit-
ed.

Contact: Jim at 763-639-4756 or allenj4992@gmail.com

HUGO SENIOR CLUB

When: 5 p.m. Monday, July 20 and every third Monday
of every other month

Where: Rice Lake Centre, 6900 137th Street N.

Details: Annual senior dinner for members with bingo
after.

Contact: Jim at 763-639-4756 or allenj4992@gmail.com

CRIBBAGE

When: 1 p.m. Monday, July 27, and the first and fourth
Monday of every month

Where: Rice Lake Centre, 6900 137th St. N., Hugo
Details: Senior citizens from Hugo and surrounding
area are invited to an afternoon of cribbage. Coffee
and refreshments served.

Contact: Alice at 651-429-4413

MARKETFEST

When: 6-9 p.m. Thursdays

Where: Downtown White Bear Lake

Details: Community summer festival with over 200
food and vendor booths, live music, car show, kids
activities, specials at local merchants.

Contact: marketfestwbl.com

WHITE BEAR LAKE FARMERS MARKET

When: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Fridays

Where: Clark Avenue, between Second Street and
Third Street

Details: A tradition since the 1970s, the farmers mar-
ket features more than 50 vendors.

Contact: whitebearlake.org or 651-429-8526

FRIDAYS WITH FIREFIGHTERS

When: 10 a.m.-noon Friday, July 10

Where: Hugo Fire Department, 5323 140th St. N.
Details: Stop by to meet firefighters, go for a ride in a
truck, jump in a bounce house and eat popcorn. Due
to construction, traffic can only head west on 140th.
Fenway traffic is southbound only, and 130th traffic
is eastbound only. You can get into the station from
Highway 61 normally. However, to get back to 61, you
will need to take Fenway South to 130th. 130th has
traffic flowing east to 61.

Contact: 651-762-6362

SUMMER SIGNINGS DURING THE FARMERS MARKET
When: 10 a.m.-noon Friday, July 10

Where: Lake Country Booksellers, 4766 Washington
Square, White Bear Lake

Details: Authors Dean Hovey and D.L. Dixon will sign
copies of their latest collaboration “Woke Up Dead,”
#13 in the Pine County mystery series; and Laurie
Lynnsee with sign copies of “The Song Calls,” the
first in a new mystery series co-written with A.-W.
Powers.

Contact: lakecountrybooksellers.com

Anyone can say they can fix it,
only we guarantee it...for life!
* Basement Waterproofing

* Foundation Repair
* Crawl Space Repair

OF THE

STRUCTURE
WARRANTY

Angi

Schedule your
free inspection:

861250

SareBasements'

(844) 839-1112

* (ertainterms and condiitions apply. Ask your Foundation Specialist for details. (ontractorID BCBO7773

FETE DES LACS COMMUNITY
FESTIVAL

When: July 14-19

Where: Hidden Spring Park, 1601
Lamotte Drive, Centerville
Details: Enjoy Centerville’s classic
summer get-together, featuring a
water-ski show, kids DJ, fireworks
and a parade. Festivities kick off 6
p.m., July 14.

Contact: 651-429-3232 or centerville-
lions.com

ST. PAUL HIKING CLUB

When: 2:30 p.m. Sunday, July 12

Where: Keller Regional Park, shelter #3

Details: Three-mile hike on paved trail follwed by
annual potluck picnic.

Contact: stpaulhike.com

THE MUSIC OF THE BEACH BOYS

When: 2 and 7 p.m. Sunday, July 12

Where: Hanifl Performing Arts Center, 4941 Long
Ave., White Bear Lake

Details: Pet Sounds Live presents the music of the
Beach Boys. Ticket information online.

Contact: lakeshoreplayers.org

BOBBER-STYLE FISHING CAMP

When: 10 a.m.-noon Monday, July 13 — Wednesday,
July 15, and Monday, July 27-Wednesday, July 29
Where: Tally's Dockside, 4441 Lake Ave. S.

Details: Kids who have completed grades 1-5 can ex-
pereince the fun of “bobber-style” catch and release
fishing at various spots around White Bear Lake
with a guide. Equipment provided or bring your
own. Registration required.

Contact: 651-407-2018 or communityed.mahtomedi.
ki12.mn.us

CENTERVILLE MAIN STREET MARKET

When: 5:30-7:30 p.m. Thursday, July 16

Where: Centerville Elementary, 1721 Westview St.
Details: Local artisans, live music and food vendors
prior to the Bald Eagle Waterski show next door at
7p.m.

Contact: centervillemn.com or facebook.com/Cen-
tervilleMainStreetMarket

BASICS OF ESTATE PLANNING
When: 5:30-6:30 p.m. Thursday, July 16

Where: Mahtomedi District Education Center, room
103

Details: Learn the basics including wills and trusts,
power of attorney, health care directives, estate tax
and the common misunderstandings of estate plan-
ning. Registration required.

Contact: 651-407-2018 or communityed.mahtomedi.k12.
mn.us

SUMMER SIGNINGS

When: 10 a.m.-noon Friday, July 17

Where: Lake Country Booksellers, 4766 Washington
Square, White Bear Lake

Details: Linda Norlander will sign copies of “What the
Fields Saw” and “The Secret of Raven's Valley;” and
Mama Rose will sign her debut “Fearless: 27 Affir-
mations to Change Your Life” during the Farmers
Market.

Contact: lakecountrybooksellers.com

LEARN TO STAND-UP PADDLE BOARD

When: 11-12:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 18

Where: Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve, 7373
Main Street Lino Lakes

Details: Learn the basics, then explore on the water.
Equipment provided. Register online.

Contact: anokacountyparks.com

STORYTIME AT LIONS PARK

When: 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 22

Where: Lions Volunteer Park, 5524 Upper 146th St. N,
Hugo

Details: Come to a special Storytime at Lions Volun-
teer Park. Join the Washington County Library at the
pavilion for stories, songs, movement and more at this
inclusive and welcoming storytime for children of all
ages and their caregivers.

Contact: WashCoLib.org/Events

Food Shelf has launched its
Summer Challenge Kick-Off, with
donations made through July
eligible for a matching grant from
Open Your Heart, a Minnesota
nonprofit dedicated to fighting
hunger.

Summer is one of the food
shelf’s busiest seasons as children
are home from school. More

information or to contribute,
visit the Hugo Good Neighbors
Food Shelf website at www.
hugofoodshelf.org/give/.

Election season letter
guidelines return

Letter writers who want to

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Summer Cha“enge Kick- families seek assistance while endorse a candidate or issue on
Off to benefit Hugo food donations typically decline. the ballot will need to pay a fee to
Community members can help have their letter published. Press
ShElf stretch their impact by making Publications’ election letter guide-
The Hugo Good Neighbors an online donation. For more lines state that election season is

when filing first begins until the
day of the election. Letters not re-
lating to the election are still free.
Paid letters longer than 350 words
will be charged extra. Paid letter
writers must call the front desk at
651-407-1200 to arrange payment
prior to publication. For the full
list of guidelines, see page 4.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Find the church that fits your needs

Join us on Sunday:
10:15 am in-person Worship and
Live-streaming on

YouTube: FPCWBL

5 and Bloom Ave, White Bear Lake * 651-429-3381 * www.fpcwbl.org g

Celebrate

Mass with us!

Saturday at 4:30 pm Parish Community Center
6995 Centerville Rd, Centerville
Sunday at 8:30 am St. John’s Site

14383 Forest Blvd N, Hugo

Sunday at 10:30 am Parish Community Center

6995 Centerville Rd, Centerville

www.stgens.org 651-429-7937

761757

9:00 a.m. Worship,
10:30 a.m. Education Hour
for All Ages, Worship and
Bible Study are also available
through our YouTube Channel

The LORD is my light and my salvation —whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life — of whom shall | be afraid? Psalm 27:1
NEW LIFE CHURCH - LUTHERAN
6000 N. 148th St. East of HWY 61(next to Hugo Elementary)
651-429-1975 » www.newlifehugo.org

762058

Service times are subject to change. Contact your local church or check church web sites for service time
and online service information. To make changes or to advertise here, call 651-407-1200

836164
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Rooting forus

recent article in the White Bear Press
about a local Revolutionary War con-
nection sparked a grade-school history
lesson memory. When I was in about third
or fourth grade, I shared with the teacher that
one of the ancestors on my family tree had fought
at the battle of Bunker Hill during The Revo-
lutionary War. She expressed
skepticism and suggested that
maybe I was making it up. I told
my mother what happened after
I got home from school and she
proceeded to find a newspaper
clipping that I could use to help
verify the ancestral connection.
If I remember correctly, the gist
of the article was about how
Josiah Pierce, an ancestor on
my mother's side of the family,
travelled a considerable distance
(at the time) to attend an anni-
versary gathering of the historic
battle. Mom placed the yellowed
newspaper clipping in an envelope and allowed
me to take it to school — with the promise that
I would treat it with care and keep it safe. The
teacher responded graciously when I showed her
the clipping and encouraged me to use it for a
future show and tell session.

With surprising and sometimes humbling results,
I've occasionally shared family history with friends
and colleagues. I recall sharing with a former editor
in the newsroom about the ancestor on my family
tree who fought at the battle of Bunker Hill. He
politely listened and then shared that his wife (who
was originally from the east coast) could trace her
ancestry back to the family that owned the land
(actually Breed's Hill) where the historic battle took
place. After reading the book “Mayflower: A Story
of Community, Courage, and War” by Nathaniel
Philbrick, I shared with a colleague that an ancestor
on my mother's side of the family tree was a pas-
senger on the Mayflower. She shared that she also
had an ancestral connection to that time in history
and was a descendant of Massasoit, the chief of the
Wampanoag tribe who befriended the Pilgrims.
According to Philbrick, the Pilgrims likely would
have perished during the first winter without the
assistance of Massasoit. As it was, nearly half of the
colony died during the first winter, including my
ancestor Thomas Rogers. His children survived and
were most likely adopted by William Bradford.

One of my favorite TV shows is “Finding Your
Roots” with Henry Louis Gates Jr. Throughout the
run of the show, the Harvard professor has present-
ed detailed family histories to numerous famous and
notable people ranging from America Ferrera to
Sharon Stone, who was quite surprised to discover
that she was a direct descendant of Charlemagne,
the first Holy Roman Emperor. A recent interview
with Professor Gates revealed that researching gene-
alogical history is complicated and the findings are
not always good news. He said that he has an ethics
protocol. If something is discovered that will forever
change someone's understanding of their family, he
won't surprise them but will reach out first to ask if
they want to know. Secret affairs and involvement in
the slave trade are among the surprise findings that
have required the use of the ethics protocol. As an
example of how personal family history can be com-
plicated, along with researching direct lineage going
back to the Mayflower and the Revolutionary War,
my father also discovered a branch of our family tree
that includes the notorious Benedict Arnold.

Reading well-researched historical books like
“Mayflower” have helped me keep ancestoral heri-
tage in perspective. I find that when a more complex
and detailed explanation of the myths we grew up
with is revealed, it can help to better comprehend
the complicated and messy period of history we're
currently experiencing and maybe help infuse us
with the strength and perspective we need to suc-
cessfully move forward.

Paul Dols

Paul Dols is photojournalist/website editor for Press
Publications. He can be reached at 651-407-1238.

We are good neighbors when we look out for each other

aving good neighbors

is wonderful. Who lives

next door can make or

break a neighborhood. We
have probably heard the phrase
“a good neighbor is worth their
weight in gold,” and it is certain-
ly true! A good neighbor makes
life easier, less
stressful and
more enjoyable.
The opposite is
also certainly
true. Having a
bad neighbor
can be rough. We
probably come
to appreciate our
good neighbors
more after we
have had bad
neighbors.

So what makes

a good neighbor?
One obvious thing that comes
to mind are how they act. They
speak openly and honestly with
us. We do not have to worry
about them gossiping behind
our backs or stirring up trouble.
They pick up after their pets.
They are not throwing loud par-
ties (or they at least invite us over
if they are having a loud party!).
They might help keep an eye on
our place when we are out of
town or help take out the trash.

Tim Heinecke

Overall, a nice neighbor is kind,
honest, courteous and pleasant to
be around.

This should come as no sur-
prise. Good neighbors are
something everybody has always
appreciated. Nearly 2,000 years
ago, the Apostle Paul wrote to
Christians living near Philippi
about what it means to be a good
neighbor. He said, “Do nothing
out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit. Rather, in humility value
others above yourselves, not
looking to your own interests
but each of you to the interests of
the others. In your relationships
with one another, have the same
mindset as Christ Jesus.” (Philip-
pians 2:3-5)

Being a good neighbor means
we are looking out for each other.
We are not only concerned about
ourselves. We also care about
what is best for others. In fact,
this is exactly what Jesus does
for us. He is looking out for us
and cares about what is best for
us. In fact, this is the entire rea-
son why He entered our world: to
forgive and save us!

Many people might remember
the children’s TV show “Mr. Rog-
er’s Neighborhood.” This chil-
dren’s show featured Fred Rogers
and had 31 seasons. His famous
song has entertained generations

of kids as he sang “won’t you be
my neighbor?” He covered many
different stories and issues as he
talked about what it means to be
a good neighbor. His kind, calm
and patient attitude has often
been considered as a model of
how to be kind to others. Many
people do not realize Fred Rogers
was also an ordained minister
in the Presbyterian church. His
faith and relationship with Jesus
helped shape how he treated
others.

Since we appreciate having
good neighbors, how can we
be one? While every situation,
neighborhood, and living ar-
rangement is different, we
thankfully have a great guide on
how to be a good neighbor: “Do
nothing out of selfish ambition or
vain conceit. Rather, in humility
value others above yourselves,
not looking to your own interests
but each of you to the interests of
the others.”

We are good neighbors when
we look out for each other and
we want what is best for others.
Enjoy the good neighbors around
you and have fun being a good
neighbor!

Tim Heinecke is the pastor at
New Life Church - Lutheran in
Hugo.

THECITIZEN | ELECTION LETTER GUIDELINES

- Election season is considered
to be when filing first begins
until the day of the election.

- Limited to 350 words. Paid
letters running longer will
be charged $10 per 30 words
after that.

- Letters are free unless
endorsing a candidate, party
or question on the ballot.
Endorsement letters will
have a $50 fee. Please call
651-407-1200 to arrange
payment by credit card or

mail a check payable to Press

Publications to 4779 Bloom
Ave, White Bear Lake, MN,
55110. Endorsement letters
are labeled, “paid letter.”

- Letters for or against a

candidate will qualify as paid
letters.

- Submissions must include a

full name, address and phone
number for verification.

« Letter-writers must live, work

or have another connection to
Press Publications coverage
area.

+ Letters are meant to express

opinions. If letter-writers
include facts, they must
attribute those factstoa
reputable source.

« Due to space limitations,

letters that don’t address
local issues are not
guaranteed publication.

- Repeat unpaid letters by

the same writer about the

same subject matter will not
be published. Repeat paid
endorsement letters will be
published as space permits.

- Four weeks (or issues) must

pass between publication of
unpaid letters from the same
writer. Exceptions may be
made for rebuttal letters at
the editor’s discretion.

- Submissions containing

libelous or derogatory
statements will not be
published.

« Letters by campaign

managers or candidates
designed to champion the
candidate’s position on a
specific issue will be accepted
as paid letters.

- Letters reprinted as part of

letter-writing campaigns are
paid letters.

- All letters are subject to

editing.

- We reserve theright to not

publish any letter.

- The deadline to submit a

letteris 5 p.m. Wednesday the
week prior to publication.

- The last batch of letters to

be printed before the Nov.

3 election will be printed in
the Oct. 29 issue and must be
received by 5 p.m. Wednesday,
Oct.2l.

- To submit a letter, email

news@presspubs.com or
mail/deliver it to Press
Publications.

Distributed and mailed
bi-weekly in:
P08 Hugo - Centerville - Lino Lakes
Hugo, MN 55038
www.ReadTheCitizen.com
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Donald Meyer

Of Hugo, Minnesota,
passed away on June 21,
2026, at the age of 82. He
was born on October 8,
1943, in St. Paul, Minne-
sota. He was preceded in
death by his parents, Joe
and Marge Meyer, and
brother Bob.

Donald is survived by his

wife of 57 years, Floreen,;
children Brett, Melanie
(Chris) Steensland; grand-
children Natalie and Jack;
and his brother Ron.

A memorial service will be held at 11 am on Satur-
day, July 25th, at New Life Lutheran Church in Hugo,
Minnesota, with visitation prior, 10 - 11 am.

CORRECTION

In the June 25 issue of The Citizen, the article
“Resident veterans honored during ceremony,” one
of the veterans should have been identified as Robert
Holmstrom. We apologize for the error.

PUBLICSAFETY BRIEFS |
Vehicle fireclaims  in White Bear Lake in
. i m March, made his first
victimin Forest court appearance June
26.
Lake Engen, 27, was charged
The Forest Lake Fire with speeding and DWI
Department was dis- - alcohol concentration
patched to a reported 0.08 within two hours.
vehicle fire in the 100 (See “Minnesota State
block of 5th Street NW at  Rep. Elliott Engen arrest-

11:38 p.m. on Saturday,
June 27.

Upon arrival, fire crews
found a fully involved
vehicle fire located in the
driveway of a residence.
During firefighting oper-
ations, one occupant was
located inside the vehi-
cle. Firefighters quickly
extinguished the fire.

The incident is current-
ly under investigation by
the Minnesota State Fire
Marshal's Office. The
deceased was transport-
ed to the Ramsey County
Medical Examiner's
Office. The cause of the
fire remains under inves-
tigation.

Assistance at the scene
was provided by the
Hugo Fire Department,
Wyoming Fire Depart-
ment and the Forest Lake
Police Department.

The identity of the de-
ceased is being withheld
until family members
have been notified. The
Forest Lake Fire Depart-
ment extends its deepest
condolences to the family
and friends affected by
this tragic incident.

Engen makes Ist
court appearance

Minnesota State Rep.
Elliott Engen (District
36A), who was charged
with fourth-degree DWI
following a traffic stop

ed on suspicion of DUIL”
White Bear Press, March
27, 2026.)

Engen’s pre-trial is
scheduled for 1:30 p.m.
Aug. 28.

Hugo woman
pleads guilty to
threatening house
speaker

Rachel Marie Welsch,
43, of Hugo, pleaded
guilty to one count of
threats of violence Mon-
day, July 6 after threat-
ening Minnesota House
Speaker Lisa Demuth via
voicemails.

According to court doc-
uments, starting in Jan-
uary, Welsch allegedly
called Demuth and Rep.
Patti Anderson almost
daily leaving voicemails
regarding several differ-
ent political issues that
were described as angry
sounding and made
vague indirect threats.

As part of the plea
agreement, Welsch will
receive five years of pro-
bation instead of prison
time. However, she could
still receive up to 90 days
in jail. Her sentencing
is scheduled for Sept.

10. Per the agreement,
Welsch is not allowed to
contact Demuth, who is a
candidate for governor.

www.readthecitizen.com

Ken Wilson, founder of Wilson
Tool International, will be recog-
nized with a new honorary street
sign designation, Ken Wilson
Way, as he celebrates his 95th
birthday on July 10.

The designation will appear
beneath the existing Farnham
Street sign near Wilson Tool,
honoring Wilson’s role in building
a company that began in 1966 as
a small Minnesota tool shop and
has grown into a global manu-
facturer serving the sheet metal
fabrication industry.

Wilson Tool founder recognized with Ken Wilson Way

The recognition comes as
Wilson Tool marks 60 years in
business in 2026, while main-
taining strong roots in the White
Bear Lake and Hugo communities
where the company set founda-
tion in its early years.

For employees, neighbors and
others familiar with the company,
Ken Wilson Way is a modest but
meaningful tribute to Wilson’s
lasting impact through the jobs
created, opportunities supported

WEEKLY WAG

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

Ken Wilson, founder of Wilson Tool International, celebrates the company’s 60th
anniversary with two of his daughters Dianne Carlson (left) and Shelley Renner.

and local manufacturing pres-
ence strengthened throughout
nearly six decades.

For more information about
Wilson Tool International, visit
https://wilsontool.com/en-us.

Kookie is a beautiful Great Pyrenees/Newfound-
land mix with a big heart to match her big fluffy
self. Kookie is one-and-a-half years old, and she
weighs almost 80 pounds. Kookie is a friendly
gentle giant, and she loves nothing more than to
be with her people. She is an affectionate, sweet
snuggle bug. She also enjoys going for walks and
has a playful streak.

651-644-6659 | saintsbaseball.com
e

Upcoming Games

July7-12
@ lowa Cubs
July17-19
vs. Louisville Bats

O HELD

Kookie is house trained and crate trained,
although the crate is her least favorite place. She
would do best in a loving, forever home where
someone is home most of the time. Kookie is also
devoted and watchful. She is people oriented and
protective of those she bonds with. Kookie will do
best with an adopter who appreciates large, guard-
ian-style dogs and can give her calm, consistent
leadership. Kookie is in need of a home where she
feels safe, loved and understood. She has so much
love to give and she will make a wonderful com-
panion.

If you are interested in learning more about
Kookie or adopting her, please fill out an applica-
tion at www.ruffstartrescue.org. Once your appli-
cation is received, Ruff Start Rescue will contact
you as soon as possible.
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POLICE REPORTS

The Washington County Sher-
iff's Office reported the following
calls for service in Hugo:

» A business in the 14000 block
of Forest Blvd. N. at 6:51 p.m.
May 17 reported a shoplifter
who stole $140 worth of Kra-
tom. Kratom is an evergreen
tree, native to Asia. The
glossy leaves are used as
herbal medicine.

Deputies accompanied the
Hugo Fire Department at
10:31 p.m. May 17 to a private
residence in the 13000 block
of Europa Court N. that had
been struck by lightning and
was damaged. There was

no immediate threat to the
structure. At 6:36 a.m. the
next morning, deputies were
called out to a structure fire
at another residence in the
13000 block of Europa Court
N. that had also been struck
by lightning overnight.

An individual of undisclosed
identity was arrested on
warrant at a business in the
15000 block of Forest Blvd.
N. at 8:40 a.m. May 18.
Deputies took a call at 11:46
a.m. May 18 from Oneka
Parkway N. and Heritage
Parkway N. about e-bikes

Every 2 seconds...
someone in the United States needs blood.

not following traffic rules.

« A solicitor was reported
operating in the 6000 block
of 145th Circle N. at 1:48 p.m.
May 18. Deputies received
another solicitor complaint
from the same block at 6:02
p.m. that same day.

Upset residents in the 14000
block of Victor Hugo Blvd. N.
called the WCSO at 5:52 a.m.
May 19 to complain about
the street cleaner disturbing
them. Upset residents near
157th Street N. and Grana-
da Avenue N. phoned in at
6:15 a.m. that morning to
complain about the noise.
Deputies took both calls as
information.

Residents near Oneka Lake
Blvd. N. and 157th Street N.
at 6:50 a.m. May 19 joined
the parade of callers com-
plaining about noise from
work vehicles in the early
morning hours. Deputies
contacted the company in-
volved and advised them of
the situation and the county
noise ordinance.

A motorist was cited for a
moving violation as well as a
non-moving violation in the
15000 block of Forest Blvd.
N. at 10:06 a.m. May 19.

A .22LR (Long Rifle) round
was reported found in an
exam room in the 14000
block of Victor Hugo Blvd. N.
at 1:49 p.m. May 19. Deputies
stopped by to pick up the
round for disposal.

Deputies took a call regard-
ing a trailer in the 15000
block of Ingersoll Avenue

at 3:34 p.m. May 19. They
surmised that the trailer
had been bought at auction,
as the caller wanted to know
the identity of the previous
owner. Deputies advised the
caller that law enforcement
can divulge whether the
trailer was stolen property,
but not who it had belonged
to previously.

A motorist was arrested

at 12:49 a.m. May 20 in

the 12000 block of Fenway
Avenue N. for registration
and insurance violations.
During an inventory search,

deputies found drugs.
» A motorist stopped for
expired registration at 2:24
a.m. May 20 on 170th Street
N. and Farnham Avenue N.
was cited for that offense.
A resident in the 4000 block
of Ethan Trail N. at 7:34 p.m.
May 20 reported a theft that
occurred in Anoka Coun-
ty. Deputies gave the com-
plainant the Anoka County
non-emergency number to
file the report.
A motorist on Forest Blvd. N.
and 177th Street N. was cited
at 9:31 p.m. May 20 for speed-
ing and failure to provide
current proof of insurance
after being pulled over for
speeding. A second motorist
was cited at 9:48 p.m. May
20 on 147th Street N. for
making a right turn before
stopping at the red light. A
third motorist was cited for
driving after revocation at
12:33 a.m. May 21 on 159th
Street N. and Foxhill Ave-
nue N., following an expired
registration traffic stop on a
vehicle of which he was not
the owner.
Deputies were dispatched
out to the scene of a distur-
bance in the 15000 block of
Glenbrook Avenue N. at 2:31
a.m. May 21. When they ar-
rived on the scene and spoke
to all of the arguing family
members involved, they
learned that the child was
upset because her father had
stolen her weed. Deputies
advised everyone to separate
for the eveningWashing-
ton County Sheriff’s Office
deputies were dispatched
out to Lions Park in the 5000
block of Upper 146th Street
at midnight May 24 on a
report of juveniles shooting
what appeared to be a BB
gun at several kids by the
skatepark.

« It was a busy overnight for
deputies as they were called
out again to the 13000 block
of Europa Court at 6:24 a.m.
May 24 on a report of an
individual who appeared
intoxicated and was com-
plaining about a lost phone.
Deputies arrived on scene,
found the phone and trans-
ported the person home.

A motorist was arrested fol-
lowing a traffic stop at 3:55
p.m. May 25 in the 5000 block
of 147th Street N.

Deputies issued a citation to
a driver on Emmit Drive and
Education Drives N. at 5:48
p.m. May 25 for failure to
provide proof of insurance,
following a traffic stop for
failure to signal a turn.
Property retrieval issues
were reported at 7:18 p.m.
May 25 in the 5000 block of
Farnham Drive N., after the
complainant requested dep-
uties to stand by to mediate.
The person at the retrieval
site would allow only cats to
be picked up and was aggres-
sive toward deputies. Both
parties were advised of what
this civil matter entailed.
Later that evening, at 7:59
p.m., the original com-
plainant advised the WCSO
that the original gate keeper
was now allowing property
to be retrieved, after dep-
uties and the complainant
had already left. Deputies
advised the two parties they
would need to handle the sit-
uation between themselves
or in court.

» Deputies on patrol at 8:25
p.m. May 25 in the 5000 block
of Upper 146th Street N. ob-
served juveniles in the park
with e-bikes. They advised
the youths of park rules

and prevailed upon them to
leave.

A motorist weaving back
and forth over lanes in the
17000 block of Forest Blvd.
N. at 11:16 p.m. May 25 was
arrested for DWI.

A resident in the 12000 block
of Fondant Trail N. at 3:09
p.m. May 26 reported his
neighbor for stealing his
rain gutter. After a brief
investigation, deputies
concluded that neither the
neighbors, nor anyone else
for that matter, committed
any kind of theft.

A scooter was reported sto-
len at 6:36 p.m. May 26 from
the 15000 block of Farnham
Avenue N.

When deputies arrived at

a park in the 15000 block

of Farnham Avenue at 8:29
p.m. May 26 to see about
juveniles with gel blasters,
they met the complainant
who told them the youths

in question did not have gel
blasters but were playing

basketball at the park. How-
ever, the youths did shoot at
others on a separate occa-
sion, the complainant said.
As long as the committers of
a previous crime were avail-
able, deputies gave them a
talking to about the severity
of the previous incident they
must have thought they had
gotten away with.

Car wash employees in the
14000 block of Victor Hugo
Blvd. N. at 5:47 p.m. May

27 reported their wash bay
machine damaged after a
vehicle with an attached
trailer hitch rack entered
the facility. When the rubber
strands of the wash hit

the trailer hitch rack, they
became tangled up in the
grates and pulled on the
wash bay machine, damag-
ingit. It is unknown wheth-
er this car wash had the usu-
al plethora of signs warning
of misadventure should
vehicles enter the wash bay
with equipment attached.
Management of the Blue
Heron in the 14000 block of
Victor Hugo Blvd. N. at 5:24
p.m. May 28 reported an
unruly patron who refused
to listen to staff and asked
deputies to issue a trespass
notice. The subject was also
reported to have urinated
outside the business, an act
caught on security camera
as well as by the eyes of
witnesses. Deputies mailed
a citation to the subject and
issued a trespass notice at
the scene.

Two juveniles were caught
climbing to the roof of the
elementary school in the
15000 block of Forest Blvd. N.
at 8:02 p.m. May 29. Deputies
detained them and released
them to their mothers.

A juvenile, 14, biking in the
14000 block of Forest Blvd.
N. was stopped in his tracks
by deputies on patrol at 3:54
a.m. May 30. The youth told
deputies he was planning

to bike from Hugo to Maple-
wood. It is unknown at what
hour the would-be marathon
biker started his journey,
but he clearly didn’t get far.
With curfew laws violated
by several hours, the biker
was made to summon his
brothers to pick him up.

A motorist was arrested for
undisclosed offenses at 9:26
a.m. May 30 in the 5000 block
of 127th Street N. A second
motorist was arrested that
day at 10:10 p.m. in the 6000
block of 170th Street N. for
offenses that were revealed.
Following a traffic stop for
exhaust and window tint
violations, that motorist was
arrested for DWI.

Loretta Harding

Make a difference at the Red Cross Blood Drive!

Wed. July 22
12:30-6:00pm
NEW LIFE
CHURCH
6000 148th
St N, Hugo

Age 17+, 110 lbs+, good health
Sign up at redcrossblood.org/hugo
Do rapid pass on the day of
the drive to save time
Bring id. or donor card

861126

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (833) 937-2593 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

861248

m Top Tax Deduction.
Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles
due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.
M Free Pickup & Towing.

861249
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ONEKA LAKE RESERVE: Housing project returns with revised plan

FROM PAGE 1

north to expand the size of this stormwater pond. City
staff will continue working with the applicant on the
detailed grading of the pond to minimize impacts to the
neighbors that abut the property in the Sweet Grass
Meadows neighborhood and Oneka Lake View North.

“We did have some comments from our engineers
that we’re going to work with (the developer’s) engineer
on addressing. It’s pretty minor stuff ... overall, they
think that the plan should work,” Gort said.

Several neighboring residents expressed concerns
about the ponding going into their backyard and losing
their view of the woods. Gort explained that both the
Sweet Grass Meadows and Oneka Lake View develop-
ments have various ponds located at the back of prop-
erty lines, all within drainage and utility easements, to
allow for their alteration or expansion in the future if
necessary.

“It’s a little bit of a relic of how development was done
20, 25 years ago,” he said. “Nowadays we wouldn’t be
extending individual property lines over those ponds.
We would just create outlots for them, so that we don’t
have situations where people feel like their land is
being taken away from them when this was always
supposed to happen in the first place.”

The developer noted that they plan to plant a line of
trees along the property line to maintain a buffer from
the new development and existing developments.

Neighbors also expressed concerns relating to traffic,
mainly along Generation Avenue. Gort explained that
when Generation Avenue was built all those years ago,
it was designed to accommodate this kind of density.
“Goodview (Avenue) a little further east is a wider
road because it’s meant to be the collector that actually
takes traffic from not only that neighborhood, but ev-
erybody to the north down to Oneka Lake Boulevard,”
Gort explained.

The only area the developer is requesting flexibil-
ity on is from the standards on the required setback
between buildings. The project proposes 20 feet in
between buildings, where 30 feet is required. “I think
that 20 feet between buildings is something people are
pretty accustomed to in the city,” Gort said.

DRW Property Investments, LLC, and Lennar, are

(ONTRIBUTED

A key difference between the 2021 and the 2026 proposal is the location of the stormwater pond. The previous project had a
large pond located in the center of the property; the new proposal calls for combining two stormwater ponds on the north end
of the property into one larger pond. The new plan also calls for 10 additional townhome units.

proposing to utilize LP siding on all four sides of the
building. The Planning Commission directed city

staff to continue to work with the development team to
refine the proposal to better meet the city’s standard of
“four-sided design” as well as the multi-family design
guidelines.

Gort added that the application is “generally consis-
tent” with the standards and requirements, and rec-
ommended approval of the preliminary plat and PUD
to the Planning Commission, provided the developer
meets a list of 14 conditions.

One of the conditions, is that the developer complies
with all the items laid out in the earlier mentioned
memo from the city engineer, including that the devel-
oper continues to work with city staff on the detailed
grading of the pond to minimize impacts to the neigh-
bors. The memo also states that the developer needs
to remain in contact with the property owners to the

north and east of the development during construction
of the pond.

Another condition is that the developer installs a
crosswalk from the sidewalk on the west side of Gener-
ation Avenue, north to the public park.

Ultimately, the Planning Commission unanimously
recommended approval of the preliminary plat and
PUD to the City Council. The item was on the council’s
agenda for approval July 6, after press deadline.

If approved, Gort says there are several things that
will have to be completed prior to receiving their build-
ing permits and final approval, including a develop-
ment agreement.

Managing Editor Shannon Granholm can be reached
at 651-407-1227 or citizennews@presspubs.com.

ARBORWEST

LUXURY APARTMENTS

ARBOR WEST

OPEN HOUSE

WEDNESDAY | JULY 15,2026 | 3:00 PM -7:00 PM

JOIN US FOR A LAST CHANCE TO FIND YOUR BRAND NEW HOME HERE AT ARBOR WEST.
WE WILL HAVE TREATS, REFRESHMENTS AND TOURS TO HELP YOU FIND YOUR BEST FIT.
DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO CLAIM YOUR HOME BEFORE WE OPEN ON AUGUST *'!

LUXURY FEATURES

FREE INTERNET - IN-HOME LAUNDRY - 24/7 FITNESS CENTER -COMMUNITY ROOM
WITH FREE COFFEE- MAKER'S CRAFT ROOM - WORK-FROM-HOME SPACES -
COMMUNITY PATIO WITH GRILLS AND A FIRE PIT - FREE HEAT - PET SPA - AND MORE!

WE ARE 85% LEASED!

COME IN FOR A TOUR
TO CLAIM YOUR HOME

651-899-3378 - WWW.ARBORWEST.COM - 4631 ROSEMARY WAY, HUGO, MN 55038

61132
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Celebrate the present withablast from the past at Fetes de Lacs

BY EMMA MASSO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Since 1991, the city of Center-
ville and the Centerville Lions
Club have hosted Fetes de Lacs
celebrations.

This year, Centerville’s 35th
annual Fetes de Lacs will take
place over six days, from July
14-19, with a “Back to the ‘80s”
theme. Community favorite
events will be returning, as
well as new and bigger celebra-
tions according to Mel Law-
lis, the Lions Club outgoing
president.

The festival will kick off on
Tuesday, July 14 in Hidden

Spring Park with Music in
the Park. Wednesday will be
a family-oriented safety night
where Kkids can check out the
fire department’s firetrucks
and watch the Life Link
helicopter land. Thursday
will be the kick-off for Main
Street Market and the Bald
Eagle Water Ski Show. Friday
will feature a kid-friendly DJ
show, junior cornhole tour-
nament and 18+ bingo event
with fireworks at night. Sat-
urday holds many events in-
cluding the “Back to the ‘80s”
parade, fun run, cornhole
tournament and car show.
Lastly, the canoe/kayak/pad-

dle board race marks the end
of the festival on Sunday.

“The parade is really big, and
it is probably the biggest part,”
says Lawlis. “I think the Lions
also work really hard for Sat-
urday, for everybody to kind of
come up and just enjoy the day
and hang out with their family
and friends up there.”

The “Back to the ‘80s” parade
will take place on Main Street,
with participants from around
the community volunteering to
help put it together. The theme
was chosen based on the fun
the Lions Club thought the
community would have with
dressing up and listening to

80s music, says Lawlis.

The Lions Club focuses on
having activities for people of
all ages, but they pay special
attention to ensure the cel-
ebration includes events for
children that are in a fun, but
relaxed environment.

“It’s family oriented, it’s
really built around families,”
says Lawlis. “We try to get
activities that the families will
enjoy doing together. We try to
make sure there is something
for everyone.”

Lawlis says that the more
volunteers there are, the bigger
the events can be. They accept
volunteers of any age, and you

can get involved by going on
their website at centerville-
lions.com or message them on
Facebook.

“I want people to know they
do really live in a great com-
munity, and that the Lions
enjoy giving back to the people
that support us all year,” says
Lawlis. “So, I think that’s
really what I would like them
to get out of it, that they live in
a small community and this
is for them to get out and get
together with their neighbors
and just enjoy themselves.”

Logo Contest wi led Parade honor caps police chief’s

The Fete Des Lacs Committee second place winners received l aW e nfo rce m e nt (a reer
has announced the winners $50 and honorable mentions
for the 2026 Fete des Lacs received $25. The two first-
5/8K Fun Run & Paddle des place winners will have
Lacs Logo Contest. g -: their logos on the 5/8K Fun BY SHANNON GRANHOLM the Centerville Lions.

At Centerville Elementary, = § Run & Paddle des Lacs MANAGING EDITOR Mork, born in Tokyo, Japan, worked
Addy Droessler won first "3&0 & T-Shirts and runner bibs. in law enforcement for nearly three
place, Graham Saffert won sec- "°/,3t ““e“‘ The annual 5/8K Fun Run/ Even though he retired at the end of decades. He started out his career
ond place and Kendall Morris Place ! Walk is scheduled for 7:30 June, outgoing Centennial Lakes Police ~ with the Fridley Police Department in
received honorable mention. a.m. Saturday, July 18, at Chief Jim Mork 1997 and held the positions of problem

At Centennial Middle Laurie LaMotte Memori- couldn’t ride off response team officer, detective, patrol
School, Meilynna Li won T al Park. Padde des Lacs into the sunset sergeant and investigations division
first place, Harper Haack e Dg is scheduled for 11 a.m. without a proper lieutenant.
won second place and Fatu- % § Sunday, July 19, on Cen- sendoff first. In 2020, he was hired as police chief
mo Yusuf received honor- % & terville Lake. Participants Mork has been of the Centennial Lakes Police Depart-
able mention. °6;; & should meet at Trailside selected as this ment (CLPD) after Police Chief James

First place winners at both '&’pl acewine®®®  Park. year’s Féte des Coan retired.
schools received a prize of $100; Lacs Grand Mar- He earned his bachelor's degree in

shal. history from Bethel College and a
: . "Chief Jim Mork  master's degree in police leadership,
l:a:nst:cjillTeSt” applecw Z:: has demonstrated  administration and education from the
PP ’ conTRBUTED Unwavering dedi- University of St. Thomas.

651-762-891 or ca!l f or Jim Mork cation to our com- "We wanted to honor Chief Mork’s

tuition munity throughout time of service and his positive impact

specials

26427

his career, always going above and

here on the CLPD. His retirement
marks the end of an era, and the parade

beyond to ensure the safety and well-be-
ing of our residents. His leadership and
integrity made him an obvious choice
for this year’s grand marshal,” said
Katie Hogan, marketing coordinator for

s 5 0 FF Purchase of $25

Oor more
Excludes alcohol

Forest Bivd.,
Wyoming
651-462-8772

committee / Centerville Lions Club

felt it was important to recognize his
outstanding commitment and contribu-
tions in a special way,” Hogan said.

Happy Fete de Lacs
from Apple Academy!

Highest Quality
Ingredients

WIoEey®

7095 20th Ave S
Centerville

Not valid with
any other offers

(691) 693-1077

1095 20th Ave S - Centerville, MN

Choose Rehbein
Transit
For ANY of your
busing needs!
Contact us for a
quote today!

Join the Rehbein
Team
Hiring Year-Round
School Bus, Van
& Motorcoach
Drivers!

(651) 484-1809 | 6298 Hodgson Rd, Lino Lakes | www.RehbeinTransit.com
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North Star Rodeo highlights skills of frontline workers

Xcel Energy hosted its second annual North Star
Rodeo at the company’s Hugo Training Center in
Hugo, Minnesota on Friday, June 12. The competition
provided a close-up view of how line workers and nat-
ural gas workers make critical equipment repairs and
respond to power outages and emergencies to ensure
the delivery of safe, reliable energy.

Hundreds of Xcel Energy employees and their
family members gathered at the rodeo to cheer on the
nearly 100 Xcel Energy line workers and natural gas
workers from Minnesota, Wisconsin, South Dakota,
Colorado and Texas who tested their skills through a
series of simulated, life-like scenarios.

“Our line workers are dedicated to ensuring our
communities are powered with safe, reliable electric-
ity for all of life’s moments,” said Todd Conner, senior
vice president, Distribution at Xcel Energy. “These
men and women work around the clock responding
to power outages after severe weather events, often in
unfavorable conditions, and are an essential part of
our workforce as we build the grid of the future.”

“Our natural gas technicians maintain a vast
network of underground natural gas lines that enable
essential heating and appliances for homes and busi-
nesses,” said Laura Boisvert, senior vice president,
Gas at Xcel Energy. “We're proud to offer our tech-
nicians a chance to build camaraderie alongside our
line workers. Rodeos give our employees the ability to
show off their skills to their families and earn recog-
nition through friendly competition.”

From rescuing a ‘hurt man’ (dummy) from the top
of a power pole in a timely manner, to connecting a
natural gas line from a street to a home, these crews
demonstrated how their daily actions help ensure safe
and reliable service for the communities in which
they live and work.

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED
The North Star Rodeo, an annual competition, honors the
essential work of Ecel Energy line workers and natural gas
workers

First-place teams will compete in the National Gas
Rodeo in Cincinnati, Ohio in September and the Inter-
national Lineman’s Rodeo in Overland Park, Kansas
in October.

Electric team standings:

« 1st Place: Joe Snyder, Dustin Hess, Chayse Nash
(St. Paul)

- 2nd Place: Bryce Koval, Dylan Vitense, Terry
Schloer (Eau Claire, Wisconsin)

« 3rd Place: Andrew Uthoff, Cory Hestekin, Riley
Cade (LaCrosse, Wisconsin)

Natural Gas Team Standings:
Four-to-five person teams

- 1st Place: John Wagner (White Bear Lake), Sam
Novitsky (White Bear Lake), Trevor Nowack (White
Bear Lake), Carter Engebretson (St. Paul)

License: BC692167

860776

« 2nd Place: Nathan Perry (Newport, Minne-
sota), Logan Reindahl (White Bear Lake), Jose
Flores-Querido (Newport), Bodee Oneil (Newport),
Alex Holt (St. Paul)

« 3rd Place: Josh Wethammer, Joe Sontoya, Marcus
Cherry, Joe Todora, Joe Famoso (St. Paul)

Two-person teams

« 1st Place: Connor Brantner, Luke Zeilinger
(Menomonie, Wisconsin)

- 2nd Place: Tony Ortiz, Damen Feiertag (Hudson,
Wisconsin)

« 3rd Place: Sam Hedegaard, Izak Gruber (Hudson)

Your Local Remodeling, Custom Home

& Storm Damage Experts.

Gregory Contracting

MARVIN

651-213-0668 * gregorycontracting.com
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BY MADELINE DOLBY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Sophie Johnson, 10, can’t remember a
time she didn’t like art. Sophie, who is
also a fifth grader at North Star Ele-
mentary in Hugo, is this year’s Market-
fest poster winner.

Sophie’s poster showcases the pavil-
ion in downtown White Bear Lake with
a bear standing on the top step.

“T've always loved that spot (the
pavilion). We’ve been there a few times
with our family in the past few years.
Honestly, memories were my inspira-
tion,” Sophie said.

The image was created out of water-
color. Sophie, who typically doesn’t
paint with watercolor, explained if she
would’ve used normal paint she didn’t
know if she’d be able to get the correct
color or if it would look as good. She
used watercolor to make the image

“pop.”

Local
athletes on
Kokoro’s 14-2
team recently
traveled to
Orlando, Flor-
ida compete
in the Ama-
teur Athletic
Union (AAU)
National vol-
leyball tour-
nament. The
team was undefeated at 11-0 into
the semifinals and brought the
Number-one team to a third set
but ultimately lost, capturing fifth
in the nation amongst 96 teams.

Local players include: Mak-
enna Korus, of Hugo, Scarlett
Milles, of Hugo, Norah Berg, of
Centerville, and Abby Nyquist
of Mahtomedi. Other players hail
from Stillwater, Hudson, River

Makenna Korus

www.readthecitizen.com

Memories inspire Marketfest poster winner’s artwork

Sophie Johnson

This is the first year Sophie has
entered an art competition of any kind.
She said the reason she entered the
poster contest was because she wanted
to get her artwork out in the communi-
ty.

“T’'ve always wanted people more

than my family to know about my art,”
Sophie explained. “Before it was just
my grandparents, my parents and my
brothers (who knew). Everyone who
goes to downtown White Bear will see it
(her artwork) and know about it.”

Sophie’s mom Grace Johnson said the
family was notified through an email
that Sophie had won the competition.

“I got teary eyed and I was like
‘Oh, she won!”” Grace explained. “We
thought she had a chance, and she is
really good at art.”

Sophie said it was a big shock when
she found out she’d won the contest.
“My dad told me...I was really excited. I
was jumping up and down.”

Outside of art, Sophie likes to bake,
is on the swim team and dances. Next
year, she said she wants to participate
in track, volleyball and swimming.

As the winner of the contest, Sophie
will receive $100 along with a poster
and T-shirt featuring her design.

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED
A closer look at Sophie’s winning artwork.
She said she got inspiration for her poster
design from memories.

__CATCHOFTHE _
WEEK

Falls and Cottage Grove.

Korus was selected as one of
the All American Athletes of the
tournament.

Local volleyball players capture fifth place in the nation amongst 96 teams at
the Amateur Athletic Union National volleyball tournament in Orlando, Florida.

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

LENNOX

Saving never
felt so good.

12 or 18 Month
Financing

Up To $1,800 in
Lennox Rebates”

Up to $3,050 in
Local Utility Rebates

safety and operation check.

651-426-5254

*See dealer for details.
©2026 Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL: $148 Furnace or Air Conditioner

$59 for each additional piece checked while there. Consumables are additional.

www.4seasonsairwbl.com

4457 White Bear Pkwy, Ste. B, White Bear Lake, MN 55110

861072

Tuition Special

Save $300 on Tuition when
enrolling at Apple Academy
$50 OFF for 6 weeks after the
12th week of enroliment *

ApplefAcademy;
providesisafejifun;iand
worry-freelchildicare!

Visit{applecw!comfor{calliforituitionfspecials

(ONTRIBUTED

Nora Felber, of Hugo, hauled in two big ones 15 minutes
apart. She caught a 16 pound, 40 inch northern pike and
a 14 pound, 37 inch northern pike from a canoe in Quet-
ico Provincial Park in mid-June. She is pictured with her
father, Adam Felber.

Scan QR Code or go to
presspubs.com/signup

Sign up for our
Newsletter

The Regional Press Publications

Email Newsletter

PdQuad Community
>
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Bald Eagle Yacht Club sails against exclusivity

BY LOGAN GION
STAFF WRITER

For many, the term “yacht club” bub-
bles up images of old money, gatekeeping
and snobbery. The Bald Eagle Yacht
Club, however, takes a different ap-
proach: Their membership costs about
as much as an electric toothbrush and
there is no official clubhouse.

“We’re a social club with a sailing
problem,” joked Ted Jagger, Bald Eagle
Yacht Club chair. Ted has been a mem-
ber of BEYC for more than 40 years.
While he and his wife, Annette Jagger,
sail five-to-six times a week on multiple
classes of boats, BEYC’s summer regatta
mainly focuses on Hobie 16-foot and
Hobie Wave catamarans.

“Fleet 52 is one of the oldest Hobie
fleets in the country,” said Annette. Ted
added that the club’s summer regat-
tas—whose winners receive points for
the Hobie Class Association of North
America (HCANA) racing season—have
been going on since 1972. BEYC itself has
been around since 1899.

One of the reasons the Hobie regat-
ta has continued for more than half a
century, longtime club member Kevin
Chase explained, is that the Hobie 16’s
design has remained consistent during
that time.

“My boat’s 31 years old,” Chase said,
“and if you put that side-by-side with
(my neighbor’s boat), which is two years
old, you’d be hard-pressed to see much of
a difference in the boats.”

LOGAN GION | PRESS PUBLICATIONS

The Bald Eagle Yacht Club (BEYC) races Hobie 16-foot catamarans during its annual regatta.
The regatta has run every year since 1972. BEYC has existed since 1899.

Annette stated that one can find a
used Hobie 16 for a reasonable price.
Indeed, looking online, they run about
half of a month’s rent, with minimal
upkeep expenses. Ted added that the
Hobie 16’s design does not leave room for
many modifications. Chase explained
that fewer modification options keep
spending down.

“It’s all about one design,” Chase said.
“Because as soon as you start getting

into the formulas ... it becomes a check-
book kind of thing. Who'’s got enough
money to keep it competitive?”

One does not even need to own a boat
to join BEYC, as plenty of veteran mem-
bers are happy to have novices on their
crews, during practice runs at first, then
during official races. Families who join
may also enroll their children in the
club’s annual sailing school.

Members can also be as casual or com-

petitive as they want. Ted, for instance,
was ranked fifth in the nation in the late
1980s. Both he and Annette will compete
at the HCANA World Championship in
September, held in Mississippi.

“We are so old, we get to be in the—not
just Masters, not just Grandmasters—
but Great Grandmasters Class,” Annette
chuckled. The club’s attitude towards
competition, however, keeps the social
aspect in mind.

“Be competitors, but be better friends,”
stated Ted.

“It’s fun to be in the pack,” Annette
added. “If you win by a leg, then it’s
boring.”

Chase agreed, “We have this thingin
common, this love of sailing. You like to
see friends do well with things, so you
help each other out.”

In a time when hobbies are expensive
and socializing is digital, BEYC pres-
ents a reasonable, analog alternative. A
clubhouse does not tie BEYC together.
Members are instead moored by com-
munity and shared enthusiasm.

“The fun part about it is that it’s fun,”
Annette said before bursting out laugh-
ing.

The Bald Eagle Yacht Club races
Hobie boats every Saturday and Sunday
throughout the summer and into fall.
For information on how to join BEYC,
contact Kevin Chase at kechase@com-
cast.net.

Hugo resident wins Scholarship Shoot-off at
national archery tournament

Brecken Lee, a sophomore at
Lakes International Language
Academy, isreceiving a $5,000
prize for her performance at the
National Archery in the Schools
Championship Tournament. The
national event is held every year
in Daytona, Florida.

In April, Lee placed first in the
NASP Western Nationals after
scoring a personal-best 296/300 in
Bullseye. Consequently, NASP in-
vited Lee to compete in the Schol-
arship Shoot-off. In the shoot-off,
the top-five scorers from Western
and Eastern Nationals compete
for the most outstanding perfor-
mance. Lee won the top prize.

Brecken Lee poses with her first-place award, earned at the NASP Championship
Tournament Scholarship Shoot-off in Daytona, Florida.

Lunch just got
an upg

rade!

Lunch Specials M-F

Open Everyday 11a-10p
Pull Tab & E-Tabs

Happy Hour 3-6 M—-F
Lunch & Drink Specials

(ONTRIBUTED

Cooper’s Kitchen & Spirits
1190 County Road J,
‘White Bear Lake

(651) 846-9945 .
cooperswbl.com E -

[=] i (=]

861062

1«B

LUNDS&BYERLYS

4630 CENTERVILLE RD,
WHITE BEAR LAKE, MN 55110
651-653-0000

Pep's Drafthaus

JULY 9-15, 2026 | 12 IN.

$8.99

Original Pizzas

860808
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Meet Your Specialist

APPLIANCE REPAIR
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Honest Work for Honest Pay

651-270-7360

Reasonable Rates
-all jokes and laughs are free

Servicing All Major Appliance Brands
Major Credit Cards Accepted

AUTO SERVICE

« Auto Repair - Oil Lube & Filter Service
20years of experience serving White Bear Lake
& Centerville - Friendly, Honest Service

651.226.4235
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm
7137 20" Avenue North « Centerville
www.facebook.com/vermauto

Call our office at (651) 257-4706 or fill out a form on our
website www.youngcastlebathrooms.com to have us
stop by and help you start your bathroom project.

We are a 30+ year Bathroom
Remodeling Company in your area.

Did you see your new bathroom design at the Home Show?
We can help you bring your vision to fruition. We have the
knowledge and expertise to incorporate the new products into
your bathroom. We also have the expertise on installation of new
tile designs and patterns. We are experienced in mold killing
and inhibiting products if there is a mold concern. We can help
you to lay out the items that you will need to complete your
bathroom, and we have a great method that we can explain in
person for the purchasing of all the materials needed for the
bathroom. We practice cleanliness by cleaning up the project
every afternoon after the workday has finished. We have a 1year
warranty on all labor that is rarely used by customers.

'7'/‘\9’ N
2 ; 2
North Metro Are? d

Complete Auto Repair Center
All makes/models - Foreign & Domestic
Free Loaner Vehicles - Towing

651-483-4259
38 Woodlynn Ave Little Canada
www.rsautorepair.com

BATHROOMS

Bathrooms .,

Wwihg C(?J‘ « Design
W® I/ﬂ « Bath Repair
» Remodeling
« Tub Surrounds
. « Free Estimates
HUGE SAVINGS!
Lic. #20060261
651-257-4706

www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

CABINETRY

\

o CUSTOM WOODWORKS

Commercial & Residential

= Cabinet resurfacing
and refacing

= Custom exterior work

« Deck refacing

Free Estimates & Callbacks
within 24 hours

651-213-6638

schneidercustomwoodwork.com

CARPENTRY

Small Job Specialist

45 years experience
Basement Finish/Remodel
: Exterior & Interior Painting
Doors/Windows/Siding
j Ceiling Textures/Roofs
Kitchen Remodels/Counter Tops
Decks/Landscaping
0dd Jobs
s Bathrooms

651.653.9920/612.816.8544
CLEANING

Household Waste
Construction Debris
Appliances
Furniture

CONCRETE

Wohlwend

Concrete & Masonry
Reliable Contractor
Since 1985
Reasonable prices

651-426-2610

swohlwend @myctl.net

CONCRETE FLOORING REMODELING

BillLe .*
mgg

SPECIALIZING IN DRIVEWAYS
NO CRACK GUARANTEE
Aprons, Driveways, Walks, Patios
ICF Poured Foundations

Skid Steer Grader / Dump Truck
Residential / Commercial

Fully Insured

651-308-1101

DECKS

We fix heaving and
sinking footings and
foundations with
Helical Pilings
Custom Decks/Footing/Repairs/
Remodels/Pole Barns/Garages/

Additions & Porches/All Repairs/
Fences/Roofing/Siding

651-746-4582
northlandlandscape.com
Bonded Insured | Lic #8C638094

DECK RESTORATION

Deck Cleaning
& Staining

Professional - Prompt
Guaranteed Results

651-699-3504

www.RTDservices.com

DRYWALL

Wolf Bros. Drywall Go.

Total Drywall Services
New Const & Basement Finishes
Residential/Commercial
Family Owned & Operated
40 yrs » Since 1979
Insured
CALL LEE
(651) 428-0229

Forest Lake

ELECTRIC

ARROW
ELECTRIC

Small Jobs Welcome
- Repair Circuits - Recepts Added
- Remodels - Panels Replaced
- Ceiling Fans - Master Electrician
EMERGENCY SERVICE

651-383-5123

POHL HARDWOOD FLOOR
RESTORATION,LLC
HARDWOOD FLOOR SPECIALIST
NEED A NEW FLOOR
MAKE AN OLD FLOOR LOOK NEW
«Sand and refinish -Installation
-Small jobs -Big jobs -Repairs
Call PATRICK @ 651-983-9775

for your FREE ESTIMATE
pohlhardwoodfloors@gmail.com

HANDYMAN

Twin Cities Premier Home Improvement Company

651-238-6751 « NorconHomes.com

Locally Owned Since 1994 | Insured / Lic #8C105943

BATHROOMS ~ KITCHENS
BASEMENTS ~TILES
ALL REMODELING

FREE Estimates! Specializing in
«Handyman - Remodeling - Drywall
Repair- Bathrooms - Kitchens

Licensed Bonded Insured

Ron Skibsted, R.S. Construction
651-271-5000

License #BC002674

BOB’S HANDY WORK
+Tree removal & trimming
« Repair Carpentry

Veteran-Ret. USN
952-843-8742
bfarah693@gmail.com

WE DO EVERYTHING!
Roofing - Siding
Windows - Doors - Gutters - Decks
Painting - Repairs

And MORE!
bettersol.com

763-742-7500 2

Full Service Contractor e=a

over 40 years experience MN Lic. B(639211

HEATING & COOLING

Furnace & A/C
Installations and Service
Licensed, Bonded
& Insured
651.426.4233 cphvac.net

LANDSCAPING

R.PM. LAWN SERVICE
Residential and Commercial
Specializing in lawn service and
fertilization applications
Outdoor Maintenance
Tree Service | Landscaping | Stump Grinding

e cev Since 1988 roverririins
For free estimates, call Jim or Ron

651-226-5779

Complete Landscape Construction
Retaining Walls - Paver Patios and Walkways
Drain Tile - Grading/Bobcat Work
Mulch « Rock

Twin Cities Premier

Home Improvement Company

651-238-6751

NorconHomes.com
Insured / Lic #8C105943
I

LANDSCAPING PLUMBING

Ponds & Waterfalls,
Paver Patios, Driveways,
Concrete, Bobcat Work,
Grading, Sod, Retaining,
Walls & Tree Work,
Plants, Mulch and Rock.

651-746-4582

Bonded Insured Lic. #BC638094
www.northlandlandscape.com

Ehman Landscaping

Specializing in:
« Sodding *Seeding *Grading
*Sod Repair « Sod Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
RonEhman@outlook.com

Call Ron 612-720-1893

Landscape Renovation Specialist
Mulch, Black Dirt, Gravel, Boulders
Bobcat, Grading & Excavation

Letourneaulandscaping.com
651-426-0410

PAINTING

CeDaR SPecCIaLISTS o |
BesT PainTinG

We’ll bring your cedar
back to life!

FamiLy owneb since 1967

Staining, Painting, Cleaning,
Stucco Painting, Repairs and
Restoration, Siding, trim, shakes,
fences, decks, pergolas, gazebos

Residential and Commercial

Call now for summer 2026
interior & exterior pricing!

Call or email Brian
651-238-1850
brian@cedarspec-bestpaint.com

No Finer Painting

& Staining
eInterior/Exterior Painting
o Ceiling Popcorn Removal

eKnockdown
oWallpaper Stripping
o Water Damage & More
Richard 612-730-8788

g
Painting ‘K

= Professional, Residential
House Painting
= Interior & Exterior
= Kind, Respectful Service
Please Call Richard

612-394-8978

free
Es\‘\ma‘e

« Drain Cleaning

« Hot Water Heating

- Hot Water Heaters & Disposal

- Well Pump Service

« New Construction - Remodeling
Tom Thill 651-433-4866 Lic. #005402

REMODELING

WM Haves
Construcrion, LLC

Bathrooms e Kitchens  Busements
Remodeling » Water Intrusion Repair

RoofingMinn.com
Locally owned since 1972

651-429-2682

MN License #BC002810

CONSTRUCTION INC
OBy e B e Rem i

TIME TO REMODEL?

Kitchen / Bathroom
Basement / Deck E E
Check out our Models % -]
for design ideas.
*Financing H
options available*
SHERCO E
CONSTRUCTION N

651-888-4138

License # BC627690

CONSTRUCTION
e Kitchens e Remodels
e Bathrooms e Basements
SUMMER PROMO
o PVC & Composite Decks
e 3 &4 Season Porches

Mention this ad
to receive promotion

651-653-0190

cartercustomconstruction.com
MN Lic #BC632066

APPLEWOOD
BUILDERS

lielping you love yourhowe!
applewoodremodelers.com

612.670.7004
MNLic#BC003215

612-868-6837

Room Additions - Kitchens
Basements - Decks
All Remodeling
For more info visit
KOlsonconstruct.com
Lic. *BC516217
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ROOFING/SIDING

*Roofing *Siding
*Soffit eFascia
*Quality work

* Affordable Prices

Fast Free Estimates!

Call, Text or Email
763-208-8862 www.truebluebuilders.org

MN LIC.#BC665536

RESTORATION

TREE SERVICE

ROOFING/SIDING

BEAR

ROOFING & EXTERIORS
—_ Ne—

IS
“Your Local Exterior Specialists”
Residential - Hardie Plank
Roofing ¢ Siding * Windows

Gutters ¢ Fascia & Soffit

651-407-1987

MN Lic.# BC223025

« Roofing « Siding « Gutters
« Repairs & More!
Financing / Discounts Available
Quality Service & Products
With Great Expectations
Locally Owned & Operated

763-742-7500

bettersol.com
d

Full Service Contractor

over 40 years experience MN Lic. B(639211

ABOVEBOARD ROOFING
AND SIDING INC.

Roofing, siding, gutters,
soffitand fascia
We also do repairs
Free estimates

In business since 2004
651-238-0601
Licensed
bonded insured
#BCL476481

STUMP GRINDING

STUMP
GRINDING

Free Estimates
SAME DAY
7 SERVICE

Fast, dependable, insured

631-426-8660

budgettreeservice@outlook.com

TREE SERVICE

Primeau’s

Tree Service

Tree & Shrub
Trimming/Removal

46 years of experience

Family owned
Certified Arborist onsite!

651-773-5643

bUBSCY

Quality Work + Reasonable Rates

Tree Removal

Tree Trimming|
Gertified Arborist

FREE ESTIMATE

Fast, Dependable, Insured

A Cut Above
Tree Service
Licensed Insured
Free Estimates
Tree Removal and Trimming
Emergency Storm Damage
Stump Grinding
Local Family Owned Business

£acahnnk b

WWW. com/ac vice!
www.acutabovetreecareservice.com

651-334-9063

Cameron .
Tree Service

+ Affordable Trimming & Removal

+ Storm Damage & Large Tree Removal
+ Stump Grinding

+ Family Owned & Operated

+ FREE ESTIMATES

+ FREE WOOD CHIPS
+ Licensed / Insured
+ Senior / Vet discount

(651) 775-8602

[
K -
S

GENFE’S TREE'SERVICE
& STUMP GRINDING

Licensed/Insured « Free Estimates

Call Today! 763-785-1629

WATERPROOFING

GREAT LAKES
WATERPROOFING

Exterior Waterproofing

FREE ESTIMATES
651-340-2901

NO DIGGING REQUIRED

Targeting water flow at a fraction
of the price of drain-tile systems
Since 1978
MN License # IR660365

www.RealW aterproofing.com

(651) 775-8602
e

WINDOW CLEANING

CUTTING EDGE
WINDOW CLEANING

We don’t cut corners,
we clean ‘em!

Residential Window Cleaning
Exterior Only

Call Jeff for a free estimate

651-283-8770

www.readthecitizen.com
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CLASS

Deadline for Classified Line and display ads Thursday 4pm | 651-407-1250 | classified@presspubs.com

Press Publications suggests that you be aware of advertisers requesting payment for shipping merchandise.
Confirm and verify all contact resources prior to sending any money. Take caution when responding to text
messages that are not local numbers.

16

Lost & Found

150

Help Wanted

150

Help Wanted

369

Want to Buy

Keys found at Boat
Show and turned in to
White Bear Police
Station

23

Free ltems

Free Woodchips
5 Loads or more
Hugo Area Only
651*/426*8660

Wire fence & 33
posts!!!
Take part or all. Take
down, take away!
651*/484*1636

60

Boats &
Accessories

2007 Glastron GX 185
BR
$13,900
Used — Like New
Red & White
Sporty bow rider. Vol-
vo Penta 3.0. Only
154 hours! Engine is
gone over every yr.
Just changed oil. Aft
sun pad, floor storage
locker, glove compart-
ment, storage under
seats, and engine
compartment for lots
of storage. Cockpit
cover. Bow cover.
Bimini top. AM/FM CD
stereo. Depth sounder
Quick release
bumpers. Snap in/out
cockpit carpet
Extended swim plat-
form with fold down
ladder. Comes w/ trail-
er and extra tire .
Trailer has breakaway
tongue. Seating in
perfect condition w/ no
rips, tears, or sun
damage. Always
stored indoors, sum-
mer and winter.
Cash only

651/*328*7288

150

Help Wanted

Centennial School
District NOW HIRING:
Kid's Club Staff, Cus-
todians, Nurses, Food

Service Staff, Para-
professionals To apply

visit: isd12.org/join-

our-team

SALON 4862 Now
leasing 3 chairs in well
established profes-
sional salon
This opportunity is for
stylists who already
have a clientele and
are ready to work in a
consistent, elevated,
drama-free
environment
Please, contact Sara
for more information
651*/755*3058

traffic

NOW LEASING
3 CHAIRS IN A
WELL-ESTABLISHED
PROFESSIONAL SALON

This opportunity is for stylists who already
have a dientele and are ready to work in a
consistent, elevated, drama-free environment

What you'll find at Salon 4862:
* Clean, well-maintained salon
* Professional, respectful culture
* Flexible independence

* Strong location with steady

Come see the space, chat, and visit with us!
Please, confact Sara for more informafion

651-755-3058

300
For Sale

AKC WEIMARANER
PUPPIES 4 males, 11
weeks old. 1st & 2nd
shots, wormer, mi-
crochipped. Good
hunting & family dogs.
Call 320*/288-9129

362

Miscellaneous

CHOOSE EARTH-
LINK FIBER Internet
for speeds up to 5
Gigs, no data caps, no
throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a
$100 gift card when
you make the switch.
Call 844/*453*6983

362

Miscellaneous

GET DISH SATEL-
LITE TV + INTERNET!
Free install, free HD-
DVR upgrade, 80,000
on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to
$600 In gift cards. Call
today! 855/*562*4309

END YOUR TAX
WORRIES TODAY
Let us make your tax
problem our priority.
Scared, stuck with
high tax amounts?
Our A+ tax profession-
als can help. Call for a
FREE consultation.
Call Priority Tax now
855/634*3517

REPAIRING OR RE-
PLACING APPLI-
ANCES and home

systems like heating
and cooling can be

costly. A home war-
ranty plan can help.

Start saving and get

30% off any plan to-
day. Workmanship

Guarantee included.
Terms apply. Call

Cinch Home Services

855/887*4521

GET A BREAK ON
YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car,

truck, or SUV to assist
the blind and visually

impaired. Arrange a

swift, no-cost vehicle
pickup and secure a
generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at
844*/220*9501 today!

LIABILITY DISCLAIMER
INDEMNIFICATION:

The Newspaper shall not be liable for slight changes or
typographical errors that do not lessen the value of the
advertisement. The Newspaper shall not be liable or responsible
for any error in any advertisement except to give the Advertiser
credit for so much of the space occupied by the advertisement
as is materially affected by the error; credit shall be by refund
or republication of the advertisement at the election of the
Newspaper. Such credit shall not be given for more than one
incorrect insertion unless the Publisher is notified in writing
of the error before the repetition of the insertion. When the
Advertiser wishes to correct or change copy submitted as
a "proof," the Newspaper shall not be liable for the changes
or corrections unless they are received by the Newspaper
within a reasonable length of time before the deadline for
publication. If an advertisement is requested to run after
copy deadline, the Newspaper will not honor an adjustment
request if an error occurs. No specific page or position shall
be guaranteed. The Advertiser or Agency shall indemnify
the Newspaper for any attorney 's fees incurred in defending
against claims, pay any judgments against the Newspaper,
and pay associated expenses and losses that are caused by the
publication of any advertisement submitted by or published
at the direction of the Advertiser or Agency, including claims
for libel, copyright infringement, and invasion of privacy.

SAFE STEP NORTH
America s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation
and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE
shower package and
$1,600 off for a limited
time! Call today! Fi-
nancing available. Call
Safe Step
833/*966*3882

WANTED: ALL 1970S
MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled
or not. Will pick up.
Cash in exchange.
Sell now before prices
fall. Call Dan at
612/*720*2142

WE BUY HOUSES for
cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any

condition. Easy three

step process: Call, get
cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by

calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 844/*978*0683

We Buy Vinyl Records
Lps, 45s, Stereo Equip
We make house calls

by appointment.
White Bear Lake
Records
4775 Banning Ave, WBL
wblrecords.com
651/224-4947

404
Garag_;e Sales

1100 Hallam Ave N
Mahtomedi Thur 7/9,
Fri 7/10, Sat 7/11 10-6
HUGE SALE
Canine Corner
Crates, Fans, Decoys,
Bumpers, Toys, Bags
And More. Plus HH
Large Selection, Auto
and Motorcycle Equip.
and Accessories.
Cameras and Elec-
tronics, 3 Wheel Bike,
Pop Up Tent, New 4
Wheel Scooter.

451

Rentals/
Commercial

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY, all
real estate advertising
in this newspaper is
subject to the Fair
Housing Act which
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination based on
race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national ori-
gin, or an intention, to
make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination.” Familial
status includes chil-
dren under the age of
18 living with parents
or legal custodians;
pregnant women and
people securing cus-
tody of children under
18. This newspaper
will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
Our readers are here-
by informed that all
dwellings  advertised
in this newspaper are
available on an equal
opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll
free: 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free number
for hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Pet Services

Since
1989

Personal Touch Pet Grooming
“When Quality and Service Matter”

763 784-4833
TDD 784-0662
Dial 711 for Relay Assistance

Deb Molin
Certified Master Groomer
200 Marian Ct., Circle Pines, MN 55014
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Hugo native releases first novel inspired by friendship and mischief

For many people, writing a book remains a lifelong
dream. For White Bear Lake High School graduate
and Hugo native Ben Widmyer that dream became
reality with the publication of his debut novel, “The
Knock That Never Ends.”

The suspense novel follows four friends whose
seemingly harmless game of ding-dong ditch sets off
a chain of events that continues to affect their lives a
decade later. Inspired by childhood memories, strong
friendships and a love of storytelling, Widmyer com-
pleted the book after losing his job in 2025. He recently
spoke with the Press about the inspiration behind the
book, the writing process and what he hopes readers
take away from the story.

Q. Tell us a little bit about yourself.

A.T'm married to Kelli Widmyer (2009 White Bear
grad) with two kids: Raelynn is 8 and Paxton is 4.1
grew up in Hugo and graduated from White Bear
High School in 2008. I am a senior accountant for
Crenlo Engineered Cabs.

Q. What inspired you to write "The Knock That
Never Ends?”

A.T've always dreamed of writing a book or a
movie, but I never thought I'd get one published. It
started as something to do when work got a little slow
but when I was laid off from my job at GAF (Roofing)
in October 2025, in between looking for a new job, I
decided to finish it and eventually look into getting it
published.

My wife and I see a lot of movies, so I’'ve seen a lot
of movies that have come out that have been based

PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF HUGO
BOARD OF ZONING
PUBLIC HEARING

The Hugo Board of Zoning Appeals and Adjustments will hold a public
hearing on Thursday, July 23, 2026 at Hugo City Hall at 6:30 p.m. to consider
a variance request from John and Dianne Rawson, 12686 Ingersoll Avenue
North, Hugo, MN 55038. The request is to allow for the construction of an
enclosed porch over the footprint of an existing deck approximately 50 feet
from the ordinary high water level (OHWL) of Sunset Lake, where a setback
of 100 feet is required by ordinance. The subject property is generally located
north of 122" Street North and west of Ingersoll Avenue North, and is legally
described as Lots 18, 19, 20 and 21, Block 2, Sunset Park, Washington
County, Minnesota. Full legal description is available at City Hall.

Anyone wishing to comment on the request can be heard at this time.
Please call Max Gort, Associate Planner at 651-762-6311 if you have any
questions or comments on the application and would like to participate
in the meeting.

Max Gort, Associate Planner

Published one time in The Citizen on July 9, 2026.

on a book. I say this half-jokingly, but before I started
writing this book, I asked myself, “If I were to ever
write a book that might turn into a movie, what would
it be about?”

I played my fair share of ding dong ditch while I was
in high school and occasionally you had those houses
where the people reacted quite a bit differently. This
just evolved on that concept.

Q. Can you give readers a brief overview of the
story without revealing any major spoilers?

A. The book starts out with four friends who are
just looking for something to do on a Friday night.
They decide to play a game of ding dong ditch, but it
ends up spiraling into something bigger. Ten years
pass and they all get pulled back into the drama.

Q. How did the title come to you, and what does
it symbolize?

A.Idon’t want to give away the story, but you are
probably wondering why a book about playing ding
dong ditch, which usually requires ringing the door-
bell and running away, is called “The Knock That
Never Ends” but it is explained during the story. It
symbolizes how one seemingly innocent game turns
into something much bigger and follows them well
into adulthood.

Q. What themes did you most want readers to
take away from the book?

A. The best way I can describe the theme would be
“True friendship can overcome betrayal.” You’ll find
throughout the book that the four friends stick togeth-
er no matter what, even when someone they thought
they could trust betrays them.

Q. Was there a particular scene that was espe-
cially challenging or rewarding to write?

A. Definitely the scenes where the group of friends
bicker back and forth. The characters are based
off my two best friends, Matt and Jesse, whom I've
known for over 25 years and my brother Zach, whom
I've known forever. We’ve all spent a lot of time
together so writing those scenes and using real life
examples were a lot of fun.

Q. How long did it take you to write the book
from first idea to publication?

A.Istarted working on it back in May 2025. It really
started as something fun to do in my free time but as
I continued with it, I got more and more drawn into
the story. It really got to the point where I wasn’t sure

if it would ever
be published,
but I owed it to
myself to finish
it. I submitted it
to the publisher
in March of this
year and now it’s
available.

Q. What
conversations
do you hope the
book sparks
among readers?

A.Thope for
older readers
that it takes
them back to a
time when they
did something (ONTRIBUTED
stupid with their Hugo native Ben Widmyer has pub-
friends. Writing lished his first book, “The Knock That
this book brought Never Ends,” and he is actively working
back a lot of on the sequel.
memories that I
hadn’t thought about in years. Also, how strong the
bond of friendship can be. I mentioned earlier that I've
been friends with these guys for almost my entire life
and they’ve been there for me in a lot of good and bad
times, and I think you’ll really see that demonstrated
throughout the book.

Q. What advice would you give aspiring writers
who are working on their first book?

A. Stick with it. It is a process that takes a long time
but seeing your ideas published for the whole world to
read is so rewarding.

Q. Where can readers find your book?

A.Ttis currently on Amazon and Barnesandnoble.
com. I’'m hoping to get copies in some physical book
stores in the near future.

Q. Do you have any plans to write another book
in the future?

A. Without giving anything away, I will say I do feel
like I left this book in a prime spot for a sequel. One
that I have been actively working on. Stay tuned!

Compiled by Shannon Granholm
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861162

Cleaning and Checkups
Cosmetic Dentistry

Crowns and Bridges
Dental Implants

Teeth Whitening
TMJ
Veneers

(651) 429-3348
lakeshorefamilydentist.com
4706 Banning Ave, White Bear Lake

l‘ 6'

HEATING - AIR - PLUMBING
e

*Servicing all brands

Now offering electrical services!

W When you need us, we are here to help.

FREE TRIP
CHARGE

With repair
$109 value!

Valid during regular business

Licensed, Bonded, Insured hours - Expires 7/31/26

24/7 Emergency Service
Serving the St. Paul and Surrounding Area
651-426-5220

861015

No insurance? Patients love our membership plan! Give us a call today!

Restorative Dentistry

Dr. Jason P. Ross

Dr. Ellen D. Jacobson

Dr. Kali Hildebrand

White Bear Lake’s welcoming, comfortable, and
community-focused dental experience for every stage of life.




JULY 9,2026 THECmizEN 19

www.readthecitizen.com

* Reader’s Choice 2026 *
BEST OF THE PRESS CONTEST

VOTING IS OPEN THROUGH
¥« AUGUST2 %

Cast your vote once every day at @
presspubs.com/citizen/bestof

Scan here to vote

CALL NOW FOR A PRICE QUOTE

IRANKOU

fiian . (650 925-9555 NOMINATING US N
=5 = www.groundfxmn.com :
NOMINATIONS: ’ ¢  BEST AUTO BODY

A\ ) Q r)r ) \ I
AINDISUEE LIRS 7/~ & BEST AUTO REPAIR somrrito

-
FAIRWAY

Best Landscape Co.

Best Landscape Co.
Best Lawn Service

Best Lawn Service

of the Press

Quad & Citizen Vote herel Your one stop...
= "EI. We don’t just promise quality...
R~‘ Best Landscape Co. 5}! e We guarantee it... for life
Finalist Best Lawn Service T 125 East, County Rd F, Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651-483-4055 . fairwaycollisioncenter.com
TuaANK YOU FOR THE NOMINATION

Thank you for nominating us
. In Best Auto Repair

f ders’ Ch \
2*° 2026 ‘o

861147
860907

TRINITY
L TE
RESIDENTIATGOMMERGINIRN-— R US AUTO CARE
REPAIRGIMAINTENANGE o @
SINSTALIATION] Honor, Integrity, and Commitment
WHITE BEAR

5198 130th Street N. | Hugo, MN

 651-426-2044 S Blaine: 10841 Mankato St NE, Blaine (763) 307-6866 | White Bear Lake: 2382 Leibel St #101, WBL (651) 369-6419

3
com &
@

"Thank You for Nominating Us Specializing in Business and

BEST ACCOUNTING FI Personal Taxes, including:
BEST TAX PREPARER .
BEST FINANCIAL PLANNER - BI\‘/’[(’.kl:‘?erg t ;
(RICHARD RAMSAY) L] aimtain accurate records

« Keep your bank accounts & credit cards reconciled
« Present thorough financial statements

Payroll
« Save time & prevent errors

o Pay your employees quickly & securely
o Cut costs with fully customizable services

861032

Ramsay & Associates | Certified Public Accountants 1620 Mahtomedi Avenue, Mahtomedi | 651.429.9111 | ramsaycpa.com

Thank you oW we

YOt . need your
for nominating us in vote!
BEST OF THE PRESS!
« Best Clinic « Best Healthcare Facility
Call us - we can help + Best Dentist - Dr. Anderson « Best Place to Work - Small

651-426-8998

WhiteBearSmiles.com

orgoto
www.presspubs.com/
citizen/bestof

We Love Seniors and Kids!

|\, 860650
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Reader’s Choice 2026
BEST OF THE PRESS CONTEST

of the Press

Vote at presspubs.com/citizen/bestof

Votinglis{OREN!

Now through Aug. 2

Support local businesses by voting for the best!
Vote once per day in all categories
or pick your favorites to support.

Scan to vote
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