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Summer starts here

2026 marks the 50th anniversary of Hugo Good Neighbor Days. This year’s celebration, scheduled for June 5-7 at Lions Vol-
unteer Park, will include a parade, Ribfest, craft fair, talent contest, live music, Kid Zone and more. Find more information in

the special insert inside this issue.

Sheriff gives
last report
ahead of
retirement

BY SHANNON GRANHOLM
MANAGING EDITOR

HUGO — The city of Hugo will pay the sheriff’s
office $1,768,814 for services in 2026. That breaks
down to $102.56 per resident.

“Employee wages and benefits are the main
drivers of that,” said Washington County Sheriff
Dan Starry. “We need to be competitive with our
neighbors, so we do not lose our deputies to other
cities or counties.”

Starry recently visited the City Council to pres-
ent his last annual report ahead of his retirement
after his term ends in January.

Washington County Sheriff’s Office (WCSO)
deputies received 10,040 calls for service within
the city in 2025, a 2.6% increase over 2024.

“That is a lot of calls in a year. That is approx-
imately 27 calls for service a day throughout the
year,” Starry said. “The deputies that are on the
streets are doing a great job going to the calls, but
also doing the additional stuff as well, stopping
traffic, getting out and doing community engage-
ment and meeting the families and kids.”

In addition to deputies staying busy in Hugo,
detectives and investigators also remain hard at
work. Starry noted that the detective assigned
to Hugo investigated 265 cases within the city in
2025, which more than doubled from the prior
year.

The busiest time for calls in 2025 was 6 p.m., and
the slowest time was 5 a.m. Starry says if resi-
dents see something suspicious, no matter what

SEE ANNUAL REPORT, PAGE 7

Centennial School Board approves addition of ballot questions

BY MADELINE DOLBY
QUAD COMMUNITY PRESS EDITOR

Residents within the Centennial School District can
expect to see two additional questions on their ballot
next election season regarding an operating levy and
bond referendum associated with the district’s long-
range plan, also known as Centennial Forward.

According to Superintendent Jeff Holmberg, the
bond referendum will total approximately $108,890,000
million. These funds would be used to address facility
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tion with any other coupon or offer.

maintenance, safety, academic capacity and education-
al programs across the district. The proposed operat-
ing levy, bond referendum and the addition of the ballot
questions were approved by the Centennial School
Board at its most recent meeting.

Originally, the long-range plan was estimated to
cost around $225 million. However, revisions made
throughout the planning process, based on stakehold-
er, community and school board member feedback,
allowed Executive Director of Business Services Pat-
rick Chaffey and his staff to bring the total costs down.

Included in the projects’ costs is room for 20% inflation.

“Deferred maintenance was the starting point of this
process...There is not enough money through LTFM
(long term facilities maintenance) funding to keep our
buildings afloat because we only receive $2.7 million a
year,” Chaffey explained. “That’s not enough to keep
the repairs going.”

Chaffey said this spurred a discussion about how the
district was going to keep up with the deferred mainte-

SEE BALLOT ADDITIONS, PAGE 11
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Washington County Library kicks off summer programs in June

Washington County Library’s summer programs
for kids, teens and adults begins Monday, June 1, and
continues through Saturday, Aug. 15.

Summer is traditionally a busy time at libraries.
Extra activities for kids and teens can help neutral-
ize summer learning loss while school is out. These
programs and activities also encourage library users
of all ages to become lifelong readers and learners.

Through the Summer Adventure program, kids
ages 0-11 can read, learn, listen and explore with some
favorite Minnesota animals. This flexible program
can be tailored to each child’s interests and learning

Teens ages 12-18 can head out into the community to
complete Summer Side Quests that promote literacy
of all kinds, including reading, crafting, cooking and
gaming.

Adults can join in the fun, too. With the 10,000
Experiences at Your Library program, participants
embark on an adventure with Babe to make the most
of summer reading and events.

The library is also hosting a wide range of live
events throughout the summer. Popular performers
visiting Washington County Library include Kalpulli
KetzalCoatlicue, Circus Manduhai, Family ROCK,

Bazillions and more.

All programs are free and open to the public,
although some require registration. Summer at Your
Library is sponsored by Washington County Library,
the Metropolitan Library Service Agency (MELSA),
Minnesota State Fair, SEALIFE MN and the Minne-
sota Twins. For additional information, including a
complete schedule of summer events, visit a Washing-
ton County Library branch, or visit WashCoLib.org.

Washington County Library

Centennial School Board approves 2026-27 budget

QUAD COMMUNITY PRESS EDITOR

The Centennial
School District is pro-
jecting a total deficit of
$8,004,990 million for
the 2026-27 school year.

The deficit is a result
of inflation adjust-
ments for the updates
for the long-range
facilities maintenance
projects, the voter-ap-
proved operating refer-
endum plan, food ser-

debt services changes,
trust fund retirement
payments and internal
service fund.

At its most recent
meeting, the Centen-
nial School Board
approved the 2026-27
budget. Total revenues
are projected to be
$114,066,520; $2.14 mil-
lion of that comes from
state funding and $1.37
million comes from tax
funding. Expenditures

$120,814,900.

Executive Director
of Business Patrick
Chaffey explained the
projection for the basic
formula allowance
is $7,683 per student.
This represents a
2.69% increase from
the prior year’s bud-
get. The average daily
membership (ADM) is
projected to be 6,553.

Chaffey did express
concerns about the
incoming kindergarten
class. “We’re sitting at
about 360 (students),
the budget is for 430
(students). So, we'’re
short about 70 students
right now.”

The food service fund
is projecting a deficit

the 2026-27 school year.

(ONTRIBUTED

This chart shows the break down of the district’s general fund revenue and expenditures for
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of $511,711. The com-
munity service fund
is also projecting a
deficit of $222,614.
Chaffey walked the
board through how
the district plans to
pay for the projected
deficits. He said the
district has some re-

stricted accounts, such
as long-term facilities
maintenance and oper-
ating capital. To help
with these accounts,
which are governed

by the state and the
Minnesota Department
of Education, Chaffey
said the district will

take funds out of the
reserve accounts for
around $1.1 million.
Around $5 million
was set aside for the
long-range plan, ac-
cording to Chaffey. He
explained money has
been set aside over the
years knowing it would

go toward a larger
scale project.

Editor Madeline

Dolby can be reached at
651-407-1226 or quad-
news@presspubs.com.
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and looks at the evolving  CAR CARE 101: ESSENTIAL
local art market. Regis- VEHICLE MAINTENANCE
tration required. SKILLS
Contact; 651-407-2018 or When: 9 a.m.-noon Tues-

CRIBBAGE LIONS VOLUNTEER PARK communityed.mahtome- day, June 9

When: 1 p.m. Monday, CONCERT di.k12.mn.us Where: 916 Intermesiate

June 1 and the 1st and 4th  When: 7-9 p.m. Wednes- School District Body

Monday of every month day, May 27 WOMEN'S SELFDEFENSE  Shop, 3300 Century Ave.

Where: Rice Lake Centre,
6900 137th St. N., Hugo
Details: Senior citizens
from Hugo and surround-
ing area are invited to

an afternoon of cribbage.
Coffee and refreshments
served.

Contact: 651-429-4413

HUGO SENIOR CITIZENS
PLAY ‘500’

When: 12:45 p.m. Thurs-
day, June 4 and the 1st,
3rd and 5th Thursday of
every month

Where: Rice Lake Centre,
6900 137th Street N.
Details: Games begin at
12:45 p.m. Refreshments
and coffee served. All
senior citizens from the
area invited.

Contact: 651-592-0369

or barbconnolly1958@
yahoo.com

HUGO SENIOR CLUB
When: 1 p.m. Monday,
June 18 and every 3rd
Monday of every other
month

Where: Rice Lake Centre,
6900 137th Street N.
Details: The meeting will
include planning activ-
ities for future months
and monthly luncheons.
Coffee and refreshments
will be served. Games
will be played after the
meeting.

Contact: Barb at 651-
592-0369 or barbconnol-
ly1958@yahoo.com

CONSTRUCTION BRIEF

Where: Lions Volunteer
Park, 5524 Upper 146th
St. N., Hugo

Details: “A Hard Days
Night” performance by
Beatles tribute band.
Bring lawn chairs.
Contact: 651-762-6342 or
ci.hugo.mn.us

WARGO NATURE CENTER
RESTORATION PROJECT
DAY

When: 10 a.m.- Noon
Thursday, May 28
Where: Wargo Nature
Center, 7701 Main St.,
Lino Lakes

Details: Help restore the
natural areas at Wargo
Nature Center. Projects
will vary by time of year
and needs of the site, but
may include invasive
species removal, garbage
clean up or light trail
and park maintenance.
Register through Anoka
County Parks.

Contact: www.anok-
acountyparks.com

BIKE RODEO

When: 9-11 a.m. Saturday,
May 30

Where: Mahtomedi Dis-
trict Education Center
parking lot

Details: Event for chil-
dren ages preK-11 to
learn essential bike safe-
ty skills through activity
stations and obstacle
navigation. Helmets and
registration required.
Contact: 651-407-2018 or
communityed.mahtome-
di.k12.mn.us

Update: County Road J, I-35E

interchange

County Road J and Otter Lake Road are fully
open, along with all roads and ramps within the
project area, to include the northbound exit ramp.

Ramsey County encourages drivers to slow
down and watch for workers as they are still
working in the area. Detour signs are in place and
businesses will remain open on County Road J

during construction.

Learn more about the project at tinyurl.com/

kmnh8b9p.

FREE
TOWING & TAX
DEDUCTIBLE

Donate Your Car

» Every donated vehicle will be properly recycled,
reducing waste and harmful emissions.

» Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible and
the proceeds help provide services to help the
blind and visually impaired.

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
v a $200 restaurant voucher

v a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay

Call 1-844-220-9501

Imagine the
Difference You
Can Make

at one of 50 locations

Get A Vision Screening Annually

|8s8425

BBQ DRIVE-THRU

When: 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Sunday, June 7
Where: Forest Lake Masonic Lodge, 119 8th Ave.

SE

Details: The Masons will serve up savory smoked
Italian pork or smoked pork mac and cheese
sandwiches. Attendees are encouraged to arrive
early, as the event is expected to sell out. Pro-
ceeds will be given to Memories Made Outdoors,
a nonprofit that supports those who serve by
creating destination events across the Midwest

with activities at no cost.

Contact: forestlakemasons.com

GENEALOGY WORKSHOP
When: 10 a.m.-noon Satur-
day, May 30

Where: White Bear Lake
Armory, 2228 4th St.
White Bear Lake

Details: The Harriet G.
Walker Chapter of the
Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution will pro-
vide tips and tricks for
finding out if ancestors
were part of the Ameri-
can Revolution, and how
to join the DAR.

Contact: whitebearhisto-

ry.org

GIRL SCOUTS SUMMER
FUN: MAKE NEW FRIENDS
When: 3-4 p.m. Sunday,

9th St. White Bear Lake
Details: Girls entering
grades K-3 can try out
Girl Scouts. Play games,
make a craft and meet
new friends.

Contact: forms.gle/ Yep-
MmHospoKzejCT8 or
651-303-1584

GREAT LAKES & GREAT
ART: HISTORY OF ARTIN
MINNESOTA

When: 10-11:30 a.m. Tues-
day, June 2

Where: White Bear Lake
Senior Center, 2399 Cedar
Ave.

Details: Seminar explores
the iconic and emerging
artists who have shaped

May 31 the state's cultural land-

Where: Podvin Park, 1700  scape since the 1700's,
COMMUNITY BRIEF

Community garage sale

helps raise funds for COTA

Children’s Organ Transplant Asso-
ciation (COTA) will host its first ever
“Heart for Evelyn” benefit garage
sale, in honor of Evelyn Otto. It will
be part of Centerville’s city-wide sale

days.

Centerville’s city-wide sale days
will take place from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. on
Thursday, June 4 and Friday, June
5, and from 8 a.m.-noon on Saturday,

Junee6.

The garage sale, hosted by Eve-

Evelyn Otto

lyn’s grandmother who resides in

Centerville, will take place at 7040
Eagle Trail. On Thursday, there will
be coffee and donuts available for

a donation, along with a bake sale
including cookies and other home

baked treats.

All proceeds from the sale are
raised for COTA in honor of Evelyn

to assist with transplant-related
expenses. Evelyn, born in 2020, has
already undergone multiple open-
heart surgeries. She has been diag-
nosed with Dilated Cardiomyopathy
and needs a new heart.

SEMINAR

When: 5-8 p.m. Tuesday,
June 2

Where: Mahtomedi Dis-
trict Education Center
gym

Details: Learn practical
self-defense strategies
including preemptive tac-
tics, escape maneuvers,
verbal interventions

and more. Students 13-15
must attend with adult.
Registration required.
Contact: 651-407-2018 or
communityed.mahtome-
di.k12.mn.us

MICK STERLING
PRESENTS: HEART &
SOUL! THE MUSIC OF
HUEY LEWIS AND THE
NEWS

When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
June 6 and 2 p.m. Sunday,
June 7

Where: Hanifl Perform-
ing Arts Center, 4941
Long Ave., White Bear
Lake

Details: Three-piece horn
section and vocals pay
tribute to Huey Lewis
and the News. Ticket
information online.
Contact: 651-478-7427 or
lakeshoreplayers.org

(ONTRIBUTED

Madeline Dolby

N., White Bear Lake
Details: Hands-on class
for ages 13+ covers the
basics of vehicle main-
tenance. Registration
required.

Contact: 651-407-2018 or
communityed.mahtome-
di.kl2.mn.us

100 YEARS OF THE
HIPPODROME

When: 6-7 p.m. Tuesday,
June9

Where: White Bear Lake
Armory, 2228 4th St.
Details: Hear the stories
of the White Bear Hippo-
drome, from its begin-
nings as an exhibition
building for the Ramsey
County Fairgrounds to
one of the metro area's
first indoor rinks.
Contact: whitebearhisto-
ry.org

FRIDAYS WITH
FIREFIGHTERS

When: 10 a.m. to noon
Friday, June 12

Where: Hugo Fire Station,
5323 140th St. N

Details: Stop by the fire
station to meet firefight-
ers, go for aride on a
fire engine, jump in the
bounce house and more.
Contact: https://www.
ci.hugo.mn.us/hfd

POLITICAL BRIEF

Centerville searches
for new city council

member

The city of Centerville is
accepting applications from
residents to fill a vacant
seat on the city council until
January 2027. Residents who
are interested in being con-
sidered for the vacancy can
fill out an application online
or stop by City Hall. Com-
pleted applications should be
emailed to City Administra-
tor Athanasia Lewis.

For additional information
contact Lewis at 651-792-7931.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Find the church that fits your needs

Join us on Sunday:
10:15 am in-person Worship and
Live-streaming on

YouTube: FPCWBL

5% and Bloom Ave, White Bear Lake ¢ 651-429-3381 www.fpcwbl.orgg

www.stgens.org

Celebrate
Mass with us!

Saturday at 4:30 pm Parish Community Center
6995 Centerville Rd, Centerville
Sunday at 8:30 am St. John’s Site
14383 Forest Blvd N, Hugo
Sunday at 10:30 am Parish Community Center
6995 Centerville Rd, Centerville

651-429-7937

761757

9:00 a.m. Worship,
10:30 a.m. Education Hour
for All Ages, Worship and
Bible Study are also available
through our YouTube Channel

The LORD is my li;;ht and my salvation — whom shall I fear?
of my life — of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1

The LORD is the stronghola

NEW LIFE CHURCH - LUTHERAN
6000 N. 148th St. East of HWY 61(next to Hugo Elementary)
651-429-1975 » www.newlifehugo.org

762058

Service times are subject to change. Contact your local church or check church web sites for service time
and online service information. To make changes or to advertise here, call 651-407-1200

836164
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Serviceindustry
challenges

n general, I try to resist the impulse to delve into

the dark and seemingly endless rabbit hole of

conspiracy theories. However, with the continu-

ing and rapid rise of prices on many of the vari-
ous services we have come to rely on, combined with
the complicated and unpredictable maze of modern
customer service, it can sometimes seem like there
is a plan or business model that is purposefully
stacking the odds against us. The steady rise in
the prices of internet connectivity, mobile phones,
electricity, insurance, waste collec-
tion and other services can at times
feel quite demoralizing. Fortunately,
the occasional success and positive
problem resolution have helped keep
a glimmer of hope alive.

An example of a thought provok-
ing and entertaining counterpoint to
conspiracy theories is a video I recently
watched featuring astrophysicist Neil
deGrasse Tyson debating the moon
landing with internet influencer Logan
Paul, who starts the conversation with
“You think we went to the moon?” The
astrophysicist responds with “I know
we went to the moon” and playfully
maintains his sense of humor while backing up his point
of view with logical explanations to the skeptical young
influencer's questions. Citing the evidence of the moon
rocks that were shared with laboratories around the
world, he said “to be in denial of those means you are
intellectually and emotionally disconnected.” Tyson ex-
plains how gravity works on the moon after Paul shows
him a video of an astronaut and comments, “Like doesn't
he not look ridiculous hopping around on the moon?”
Tyson explained the physics and fuel ratio needed to
send a rocket to the moon and back. “Where do you
think those rockets were going? To the Piggly Wiggly
down the street?” Tyson also pondered why the trip to
the moon would be faked nine times, “That's weird. Why
would you do that?” He attempts to sum things up in
simple terms with the hypothetical example of if NASA
had asked Hollywood for help faking the moon landings
they would have come to the conclusion that it would be
easier to do it “on location.”
A recent encounter with customer service was not

the result of a conspiracy, but instead ineptitude and
challenging communication. Early one morning, after
hearing voices and mechanical noise, I looked outside
to discover three large garbage trucks converged in
front of our house. I hurried out to investigate and saw
that a lift holding a recycling container was tangled in
an overhead wire that provides internet service. I didn't
have a chance to say a word before one of the crew
members abruptly informed me that, “This is your fault!
The wire is too low!” I was taken aback and explained
to him nothing like this had ever happened before and
that maybe his crew members weren't watching what
they were doing. The lift was finally untangled from the
wire and the trucks left. The wire was now noticeably
stretched and drooping lower because a fastener had
been pulled loose from the house. Worried that the wire
could get completely ripped down by another passing
truck, I found some orange twine to create a temporary
fix and called our cable provider's customer service
number. After waiting on hold, I explained the situation.
The service representative told me, in her opinion, I
should bury the wire. I told her that wasn't going to be
happening today and to please schedule a service visit.
The scheduled time came and went, so I called again and
was told the problem had been resolved and the case
closed. Apparently a technician did a drive-by and didn't
notice the bright orange twine holding the wire up. Re-
alizing that most of us are probably trying to do the best
we can, I made the decision not to vent my frustration
on the technician who returned the next day. I sincerely
thanked him after he promptly and efficiently fixed the
problem and we both went about our days.

Paul Dols

Paul Dols is photojournalist/website editor for
Press Publications. He can be reached at 651-407-1238

Built by community: The Class of 2026

he end of the school year

is an exciting time for stu-

dents, who look forward

to a bit of rest and relax-
ation in the Minnesota summer
sunshine. With final exams
completed and projects turned
in, they're ready to head to the
lake - or quite possibly to the
long line at Cup
and Cone - to
celebrate anoth-
er successful
year.

The excitement
is similar for the
adults in their
lives, who are
likely eager for
the fast pace of
May to slow to a
steadier rhythm.
But this season is
also bittersweet,
especially for
families watch-
ing students prepare for their next
chapter. Whether it's graduating
seniors preparing for college or
careers, elementary students
getting ready for the adventure of
middle school, or kindergartners
proudly anticipating becoming
"big kids" as first graders, this
time of year often brings reflec-
tion alongside the celebration.

Each spring, I find myself won-
dering where the time has gone.
That feeling is especially poignant
this year, as I watch my own son
prepare to graduate from White
Bear Lake Area High School.

This year’s senior class holds a
unique distinction: They are the

Dr. Wayne
Kazmierczak

« Limited to 350 words.

at least four weeks must

first White Bear graduates in de-
cades to attend high school in the
same building for all four years.
They navigated their freshmen
year while construction crews
worked around them to build the
three-story addition and field
house connected to the old “round
building.” During the middle of
their sophomore year, they moved
into the addition while renova-
tions took place in the former
North Campus space. In their ju-
nior year, they became part of the
district’s unified grades 9-12 high
school, remaining on Division
Avenue as the seniors returned
from South Campus.

Throughout those years of tran-
sition, these students embraced
the opportunities before them.
They explored more than 50 col-
lege-credit options, participated
in programs connected to nine ca-
reer pathway areas, and engaged
in hands-on learning experiences
designed to prepare them for life
beyond high school. They also
found connection and belonging
through athletics, activities, clubs,
arts, and countless extracurric-
ular opportunities that allowed
them to expand their interests
outside the classroom.

The confidence, resilience and
adaptability they gained along the
way will serve them well as they
move into the next phase of their
lives.

While our graduates prepare
to spread their wings, what they
leave behind is equally important:
a community that has supported
them every step of the way. You

THE CITIZEN | LETTER GUIDELINES

are the community that cheered
from the sidelines while students
wore oversized Rec T-shirts and
learned the basics of t-ball. You
are the neighbors and families
who lined the streets in orange
and black for the annual Home-
coming Parade. You are the
volunteers who gave their time

in classrooms, on field trips, at
events and behind the scenes. You
are the voters and supporters who
invested in innovative learning
spaces and programming oppor-
tunities that continue to benefit
students and the broader commu-
nity.

In White Bear Lake Area
Schools, we know that showing up
matters.

Students thrive when they know
they are surrounded by people
who care about them, encourage
them, and believe in their poten-
tial. The success of this gradu-
ating class is impressive, but it
is not theirs alone. It belongs to
the families, educators, mentors,
neighbors, and community mem-
bers who supported them along
the way.

Congratulations to the Class
of 2026 and thank you to every-
one who has shown up for these
students through the years. They
are ready for the future because of
your support, and our community
is stronger for having cheered
them on.

Dr. Wayne Kazmierczak is the
superintendent of White Bear
Lake Area Schools.
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WASHINGTON COUNTY BRIEFS
County completes final projects funded XP, Milestone VM and Tordon.
by COVID-19dollars Property owners who do not want their roadside

Washington County has fully expended its Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds, marking the
completion of all the projects funded through ARPA.
Washington County was a recipient of $50,975,893 in
ARPA funds to address the expenses and impacts of
COVID-19 and offset revenue shortfalls related to the
pandemic. The funds were obligated in December 2024
and have been spent on the following areas:

» County infrastructure improvements: $9,526,847

 Investments in water, sewer and broadband:
$2,750,620

« Supporting the public health needs of county resi-
dents and staff: $37,464,101

» Supporting workers, residents, businesses and oth-
ers negatively impacted by the pandemic: $1,234,325

The projects included replacing election equipment,
replacing the county’s telephone system, installing
broadband internet infrastructure in underserved
communities, making building modifications and
funding construction of the Emergency Housing
Services Building and Bluestem Apartments, among
others. To learn more about the county’s ARPA-funded
projects, visit WashingtonCountyMN.gov/ARPA.

County Board approves contract for County Highway
4 roadway project

The Washington County Board of Commissioners
approved a $2,457,845 contract with Park Construction
Company for the County State Aid Highway (CSAH)
4/170th Street roadway improvement project in May
Township. The project will repave CSAH 4 from CSAH
15 (Manning Trail) to CSAH 3 (Olinda Trail) in May
Township. In addition to pavement resurfacing, the
project includes drainage and ditch improvements,
anew right-turn lane at CSAH 3 (Norell Avenue), re-
placement of aging highway signs and updated pave-
ment striping.

The current roadway pavement condition index
(PCI) is 34, placing it in the red zone and indicating
significant deterioration. The roadway was originally
constructed in 1961, with pavement improvements
completed in 1992 and 2004. Three contractors submit-
ted proposals, and the low bid was submitted by Park
Construction Company.

Spot mowing and spraying for noxious
weeds begins June15

Washington County staff will be spot mowing and
spraying for noxious weeds along more than 220 miles
of rural roadsides June 15 through July 30, and again
in October. This is being done to help comply with the
Minnesota State Noxious Weed law administered by
the Minnesota Department of Agriculture. Mowing
will be used to prevent seed set, and the following her-
bicides will be used to spray the mowed areas: Escort

HUGO BITS AND PIECES

sprayed or mowed and are willing to take responsibil-
ity for controlling and eradicating noxious weeds on
the adjacent roadside may obtain “do not spray” signs.
Visit the Washington County North Shop at 11660 My-
eron Road in Stillwater Township to pick up signage or
call public works staff at 651-430-4300. Be prepared to
provide an address, the nearest cross street and a de-
scription of where “do not spray” signs will be located.

County will continue homelessness case
management and outreach services

Washington County will continue to provide case
management and outreach services to community
members experiencing homelessness and serious
mental illness. The County Board of Commissioners
has extended the term of the Project for Assistance
in Transition from Homelessness (PATH) funding
through the Minnesota Department of Human Ser-
vices.

The grant agreement was extended to June 30, 2027,
adding one additional year of funding and increased
the current grant agreement total from $668,963 to
$963,963. The PATH program funds two full-time staff
who provide case management and outreach services.
The program also offers limited direct financial assis-
tance to help people obtain or maintain housing.

County Board approves design contract
for County Road 50 corridor study

The Washington County Board of Commissioners
approved a $408,567 contract with KLJ Engineering
to provide design services for the County Road (CR) 50
Corridor Study in Forest Lake and Scandia.

The corridor study will analyze current and future
needs along CR 50 from Trunk Highway (TH) 61 to
County Highway 15 (Manning Trail) to provide a
vision that helps guide future improvement opportuni-
ties. The study aims to build public consensus on a rec-
ommended set of corridor improvements by combining
community input with data on existing conditions,
opportunities and constraints. It focuses on identifying
pedestrian, bicycle, safety, drainage and stormwater
needs; evaluating rightofway and potential property
impacts; and assessing challenges tied to proposed
upgrades.

The work also includes developing an access man-
agement plan, exploring possible realignments near
the 90degree curves between Goodview Avenue and
Ingersoll Avenue — including a more direct TH 61/
CSAH 15 connection — and preparing cost estimates
and funding strategies for the recommended improve-
ments.

» Members of the Hugo Lions
Club visited the City Council to
share highlights of the upcoming
Hugo Good Neighbor Days, sched-
uled for June 5-7 at Lions Volun-
teer Park. (See more information
in this week’s issue.) The council
has agreed to co-sponsor the event,
waive the special event permit fee
and provide Washington County
Sheriff’s Office deputies during the
event.

« The city of Hugo will pay the
sheriff’s office $1,768,814 for ser-
vices in 2026. That breaks down to
$102.56 per resident. (See the full
story in this week’s issue.)

» The city has received quotes
from two contractors for the
placement of Class 5 modified
gravel to be placed on the city’s
rural roads. Dresel Contracting
provided the low quote of $14.69
per ton delivered. The city will
need approximately 5,280 tons for a
total contract of $77,563. The roads

included in this year’s re-graveling
project are Ingersoll Avenue, 175th
Street, Inwood Avenue and 180th
Street.

« An agreement between the cit-
ies of Hugo and Scandia has been
amended. In February 2015, the
council approved a contract with
the city of Scandia for the admin-
istration of the state building code.
Under this agreement, the city of
Hugo has provided plan review, in-
spection, scheduling and reporting
services for all building permits
issued by Scandia.

Revisions to the agreement have
been made to remove plan review
and inspection services for state-li-
censed facilities. The city of Hugo
no longer maintains state delega-
tion for those activities. Addition-
ally, the agreement was updated to
reflect the mileage rate to follow
the current IRS mileage rate for
business.

« Blacksmith Lounge has been

granted a special event permit for
all its events in 2026, which include
four auctions, seven car shows,
one motorcycle swap meet and one
White Bear Lake Hockey fundrais-
ing event.

« The Hugo Lions will once again
serve alcohol at the Tough Mudder
event, after the council approved
a temporary liquor license. The
event is scheduled for June 27 at
Wild Wings Game Farm.

- Some changes have been made
to the city’s capital improvement
plan for equipment relating to
the fire department. (Look for the
full story in the next issue of The
Citizen.)

« Some members of the City
Council, as well as city staff, may
attend the annual League of Min-
nesota Cities Conference sched-
uled for June 24-26 in Rochester.

Shannon Granholm

(ONTRIBUTED
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SATURDAY - SUNDAY: 9AM - 2AM
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" Selling my home with Liz Buys Houses was a

- 1
game-changer! -Michael Beck
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POLICE REPORTS

The Washington County Sheriff’s Office reported the
following calls for service in Hugo:

» Deputies were dispatched out to the Hugo Ele-
mentary School parking lot in the 14000 block
of Francesca Avenue N. at 6:17 p.m. April 8 on

a report of two individuals engaging in lewd
activity outside the school and inside a vehicle.
A stalled vehicle was reported to be stuck in the
middle of the intersection of Frenchman Road
and Victor Hugo Blvd. N. at 6:02 p.m. April 9
and creating a road hazard. A private tow truck
carried the vehicle out of harm’s way.

A motorist in the 15000 block of Oneka Parkway
N. received a written warning at 7:10 p.m. April
9 for failing to make a complete stop at a stop
sign. Another motorist received a written warn-
ing at 7:20 p.m. April 9 at the same location for
failure to provide proof of insurance, following
a traffic stop for failing to turn on headlights
while it was raining. The driver told deputies
her husband had access to the insurance card
and promised to have it sent to deputies within
10 days. A third motorist was warned about
speeding at 1:21 a.m. April 11 in the 14000 block
of Forest Blvd. N.

» Deputies stopped a vehicle towing
another vehicle in the 15000 block
of Forest Blvd. N. at 2:18 a.m. April

11 and advised them that due to the

driver’s speed on the highway and the
time of day, they should find another
way to tow the vehicle. The subjects

told deputies they had a trailer and
could load the vehicle onit. Deputies
helped, and the parties avoided any
citations.

- Deputies responded to a report of juveniles play-
ing with a fire extinguisher from Lions Park at
12:44 p.m. April 11 the 4000 block of Evergreen
Drive. Deputies extinguished the hijinks by
taking the object away to be placed in the Hugo
substation office until it could be returned to its
owner.

Residents in the 15000 block of Ethan Trail N.

at 5:25 p.m. April 12 reported toilet paper being
littered on their home. Ring camera footage
showed several juveniles wearing masks throw-
ing toilet paper onto the house. There was also
a white powdery substance resembling baking
powder that had been dumped onto the drive-
way before it rained overnight. Photographs
were taken and samples of the powder were
uploaded to visual labs.

A dog bite was reported from the 15000 block of
Fanning Drive at 6:52 p.m. April 12.

Juveniles were back at Lions Park in the 5000
block of Upper 146th Street N. and generated a
complaint at 7:07 p.m. April 12. Deputies arrived

loud exhaust and exceeding the speed
limit. The driver also failed to yield to
an emergency vehicle before finally
pulling into his driveway.

« A juvenile in the 4000 block of 126th Street N. at
11:18 p.m. April 12 reported her bag stolen from
Pioneer Park in Little Canada and was advised
to contact the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Office.
The girl said she had already contacted them
but wanted deputies to help her retrieve her
purse.

» T'wo motorists were cited for expired registra-
tion on April 13, the first at 12:45 a.m. in the
15000 block of Forest Blvd. N. and the second at
6:51 p.m. in the 15000 block of Oneka Parkway
N.

- Boats were reported damaged and items stolen
from them at 7:50 p.m. April 13 in the 5000 block
of 130th Street N.

» A motorist on Victor Hugo Blvd. and Rosemary
Way N. received a citation at midnight April
14 for having the vehicle’s license plate on the
windshield.

» Residents in the 15000 block of Forest Blvd.

N. at 8:11 p.m. April 14 reported finding items
from the previous owners that looked like live

FREE
Sign up for the newsletter

on scene to advise the youths about their behav-

10r.

» A loud motorist was cited at 9:56

ordinance. U. S. Air Force Explosive Ordnance

Disposal (EOD)technicians advised everyone
that the items were old mortars but were inert.

p.m. April 12 in the 15000 block of
Enfield Avenue N. for any one of three
offenses, after being pulled over for

PUBLICSAFETY BRIEFS

EOD then removed the items.

Loretta Harding

PHOTOS BY HUGO FIRE DEPARTMENT | CONTRIBUTED

Sparks from grinder start
fire at industrial building
in Hugo

At approximately 11:15 on
Wednesday, May 13, the Hugo
Fire Department was dispatched
to a woodworking shop on fire
near Highway 61 and 130th Street
North.

Upon arrival, smoke and flames
were visible coming from the side
of the building.

The cause of the fire is the result
of sparks from a grinder that a
contractor was using to work on
the exterior of the building. The
fire caught the insulation in the
wall on fire, and an employee used
a fire extinguisher to try and stop
the fire from spreading. Unfortu-
nately, the fire spread inside the
concealed walls due to the wind.
All occupants evacuated safely and
no injuries were reported.

Fire crews were quickly able to
stop the spread of the fire, but the
unit involved sustained significant
smoke, water and fire damage.
Fire crews were on scene for ap-
proximately three hours.

Auto aid was received from
White Bear Lake, Forest Lake,
Lino Lakes and Spring Lake
Park-Blaine-Mounds View fire
departments. Washington County
Sheriff’s deputies and M Health
Fairview Ambulance also assisted
on scene.

Lightning strike sparks

Hugo townhouse fire

A lightning strike is blamed for
an early morning townhouse fire
Monday, May 18 that displaced
a local family and triggered a
multi-agency emergency response.

The Hugo Fire Department
responded to a reported structure
fire at 6:37 a.m. in the 13400 block
of Europa Court North. Upon ar-
rival, crews observed smoke rising
from the roof of a two-story unit.

While residents evacuated safely,
a family cat remained trapped
inside the building. Firefighters
entered the home, quickly extin-
guished a fire discovered in the
attic and successfully located and
rescued the missing pet. Out of
caution, neighboring units were
also evacuated.

An investigation by the Minne-
sota State Fire Marshal’s Division
revealed that lightning from a
Sunday night storm likely struck a
satellite dish on the building. The
electrical charge traveled along
a low-voltage cable or dryer vent,
igniting a smoldering fire within
the attic's cellulose insulation that
eventually breached the structure.

Crews remained on the scene
to check the walls and ceilings
with thermal imaging cameras for
hidden hotspots and ventilated ad-
jacent units to clear smoke before
allowing neighbors to return.

Officials deemed the affected

townhome uninhabitable. The
Hugo Lions Club is providing
financial assistance to support the
displaced family.

The Hugo Fire Department was
assisted on the scene by emergency
crews from White Bear Lake, For-
est Lake, Lino Lakes and Spring
Lake Park-Blaine-Mounds View,
alongside the Washington County
Sheriff’s Office and M Health Fair-
view Ambulance.

State, local authorities
investigate fatal fire in

Grant

At approximately 6:45 p.m.
Thursday, May 14, the Stillwater
Fire Department responded to a
house fire in the 10000 block of
60th Street North in Grant.

Stillwater Engine 1 was the first
to arrive on the scene and con-
firmed a structure fire with heavy
smoke. Crews entered the two-sto-
ry home and discovered one oc-
cupant in the home, unconscious,
near the main floor stairwell that
led to the second level. Crews
removed the occupant from the
home, and Lakeview Ambulance
transported the patient to Regions
Hospital in St. Paul, where the
occupant later died.

Once the occupant was removed
from the home, firefighters were
able to knock down the fire within
10 minutes. Firefighters remained
on the scene conducting overhaul
operations and to assist investi-
gators from the Minnesota State
Fire Marshal Division.

Fire departments from Bayport,
Hugo, Lake Elmo and Mahtomedi
also assisted with the fire, along
with the Washington County
Sheriff’s Office and Lakeview
Health Emergency Medical Ser-
vices.
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ANNUAL REPORT: Council thanks Sheriff Starry for years of service

FROM PAGE 1

time of day, they are encouraged to call 911.

“Please, if you see something call 911. We are here
24/7,” Starry said. “We have deputies right here in
the city of Hugo and we would rather have you call
when it is occurring rather than a couple hours later
and say, ‘I didn’t want to bother you.” You are never
bothering us. Please give us a call.”

Traffic complaints, mainly related to speed, contin-
ue to be a concern for Hugo citizens.

“We get a lot of calls related to speeding vehicles
and traffic complaints,” Starry noted. “In 2017, we had
555 citations issued; in 2025 we almost doubled that.
A lot of citations are being given out, but rest assured
there is a lot more education and warnings that are
being given as well.”

Starry added that it is not uncommon for deputies
to give a warning for a first offense if it is not “exces-
sive.”

In 2025, the WCSO issued 725 petty misdemeanor
citations and 273 misdemeanor citations. Of those, 448
were for non-moving violations, 382 for moving viola-
tions, 87 warnings and nine accidents.

Other Hugo highlights include:

» There were 170 arrests in 2025, or 12 more arrests
than in 2024.

« There were 170 motor vehicle accidents, 19 more
than in 2024. Starry noted many of the motor vehicle
accidents are car vs. deer.

» There were 128 mental health/person-in-crisis
calls, three more calls than in 2024.

Another trend the department has been responding
to is an increase of calls related to e-bikes.

“I think every city is struggling with this right
now,” Starry said. “The number of complaints and
accidents that are out there tend to be high ... Our
deputies are out there educating adults and kids on
the laws.”

Council thanks sheriff for years of service

Mayor Tom Weidt thanked the sheriff for his years
of service and friendship over the years. “You have
done a great job as sheriff. I don’t think I've ever seen
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CHART CONTRIBUTED
In 2025, the busiest time of day for calls to the sheriff’s office was 6 p.m. The slowest was 5a.m.

also do an outstanding job.

City Council Member Mike Miron added, “Thank
you for your tremendous service not only to the com-
munity of Hugo but the entire county... we wish you a
very well-deserved retirement.”

anybody show up at more stuff than you and your
wife over the last 10 years. You have made yourself a
hard act to follow,” Weidt said. “I hope the best for you
and your family, and I appreciate everything you have
done.”

City Council Member Becky Petryk thanked Starry
for the “outstanding job” he has done, noting that all
of the staff that have joined the WCSO under his wing

Managing Editor Shannon Granholm can be reached
at 651-407-1227 or citizennews@presspubs.com

ROYAL
CREDIT

(/ 4
AUTO LOANS

AS LOW AS

4.54

v Finance new or used

cars and trucks

UNION.

VIR Y I

v/ Refinance your existing

vehicle loan

v RV, boat, and UTV loans

also available

rcu.org/GoDrive

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates subject to credit
approval and may change at any time without notice.
Down payment requirements may apply. Rate shown
is lowest possible rate. Other rates and terms are also
available. Equal Credit Opportunity.

857576



8 THE CITIZEN MAY 28,2026
www.readthecitizen.com

Charlie Clement Stine Carisa Anderson Daniel lvan Corp Floyd Cmdr. Katie Sgt. Al Vogel Cpl. Donald F. Harold R. Gary Wilcox
Lundgren Army National Guard Nelson Laska Schulz Marines Nelson Wilcox Sr. Army
Army Rand TEC 4 Army Marines Navy Vietnam Army Army SgtE-5
Staff Sgt E6 WWI Private 1st Korea Tec 5 Vietnam War
Fort Jackson Class WWI
David David Conde  Elmer Pedersen Donald F. Francis J. Wald Kathy Hay Muriel Stine SPC Hunter Sgt Wyatt William Stille
Juutilainen Marines Army Nelson Amy Navy Navy Hallstrom Hallstrom Navy
Marines Corporal E-4v Army VAMI Machinist Army National Army
Corporal Mate VI QUard e Gavalry Scout
Support ry
Lester Nelson MSgt. Paul V. SSgt. Peter Ray Bean Myron Lee Ron Sgt. Matthew Cmdr. Bill Earl B. Wismer Col. Gary
Army Jacohson Laramy Navy Nelson Radermacher Peterson Milashius US ARMY  C211, Cariberg
Private 1st Class Marines Air Force Quartermaster . Army Army Army CO. AB4B Amy
WWIL and WWI Radio Teletype ENGRS W | Afghanistan
Operator
Korea P PURPLE HEART
Terry DuRei Kenneth Wayne White William Wayne Dirksen William Hart Colonel (Ref) General (Ref) Nilo .
A\r‘ Force Joachim Army Burrows Army Army Edwin “Bud” Paul Nakasone Giannaccini MSG Nicole
Security Squad Army Communication Navy Air Corps SFC Nakasone Army Army WWII Amor
34th Red Bulls Specialist CPO Flight Officer Korea & Vietnam KIA
VWWII Vietnam Midway Island WWII Army

Irvin J. Norman I. Rory D. Roy D. Roy D. Rlex Park thllejolllmy Eldml\mndn mﬁw Ahg:::d VTIhite MMFeismerm
Christensen  Christensen Christensen  Christensen Jr.  Christensen Sr. Merines Navy KIA Class, Army Navy Ay
Navy Army Army Army Army USSIwo Jima  petty Officer 1st Army Paratrooper Speci
= SPC E-4-1 Sergeant Sergeant SPC5 Class o :
SeaBee per@honS
Officer

HONORING OUR HEROES! BRLUZLL0) S 651-426-4944

e Mo i1 429577 OURTROOPS  ‘Riamteid

WHY CHOOSE US?
Family owned and operated since 1975
Celebrating 50 years!
Certified Expert Technicians
Lifetime Warranty
Collision & Mechanical Services
Hail Damage Specialists

651-483-4055 P S "y




MAY 78,2026

THECTIZEN ©

www.readthecitizen.com

CENTENNIAL SCHOOL BOARD NOTES

 Superintendent Jeff Holmberg
recognized the Centennial Area
Education Foundation (CAEF) and
the support the foundation provides
to the district. Co-President Suzy
Guthmueller said earlier this month
the foundation was about to give out
$15,000 in scholarships to students. She
added CAEF was able to raise approx-
imately $70,000 at its annual gala held
in March. Guthmeuller presented
Holmberg with a check for $10,600 to
the school district to purchase tubas
for the middle school and high school
band as part of CAEF’s Fund the Need
project.

» The board has approved the pur-
chase of “Into Literature” from Hough-
ton Mifflin Harcourt. The curriculum
will be used in 9-12 English Learning

Arts (ELA). The purchase is for five
years, in the amount of approximately
$368,898. This includes student and
staff resources. The curriculum will
be purchased from the vendor on July
1, 2026. According to Executive Direc-
tor of Teaching and Learning Mark
Grossklaus, the K-5 ELA curriculum
will be brought to the board in the
spring of 2027.

» The pupil transportation contracts
have been approved by the board for
type 3 services. The contracts are with
Collaborative Student Transportation
of Minnesota, Safe Tree Transporta-
tion and E-efficient School Transpor-
tation. Each contract, according to
Executive Director of Business Ser-
vices Patrick Chaffey, will be five-year
terms and have a rate increase of 1.5%

to 3% each year.

 Residents within the Centennial
School District will see two additional
questions on their ballot this Novem-
ber, following board approval in a 6-0
vote. The questions are regarding a
referendum and bond for the Centen-
nial Long Range Plan (see full story in
this week’s issue).

» Chaffey will serve as a voting trust-
ee of the Minnesota School District
Liquid Asset Fund Plus until this fall.
The board approved the appointment
in a 5-0 vote (Vice Chair Sue Linser
was not present).

» The board adopted the 2026-2027
budget. According to Chaffey, total rev-
enues are expected to be $114,066,520
million and expenditures are projected
to be $120,814,900 million (see full story

in this week’s issue).

« The board accepted several contri-
butions made to Blue Heron Elemen-
tary, Golden Lake Elementary, Rice
Lake Elementary and Centennial High
School.

» Graduation is scheduled to take
place on Saturday, June 13 at 3 p.m. at
Roy Wilkins Auditorium in St. Paul.

The next work session will be at 5:30
p.m., Monday, June 1 in the district
office. The next regular school board
meeting will be at 6:30 p.m., Monday,
June 15.

Madeline Dolby

651-644-6659 | saintsbaseball.com
e
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EMERGING ARTIST: LYDIA JERSAK

BY LOGAN GION
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

hite Bear Lake Area High

School Senior Lydia Jersak

truly embodies the “emerg-

ing” part of Emerging Artist.
Her freshman year, she was a backup
stagehand. This year, Jersak has had sub-
stantial supporting roles in three of White
Bear’s shows. What changed? According
to Jersak, she started hav-
ing more fun.

“I was really nervous to
be on stage, because I feel
people are like, ‘Oh, you
either have it or you don’t.'
And I was like, ‘Well, what
ifTdon't haveit? ... Icould
help out with the show, but
I could never be the one on
stage,” recalled Jersak.

With each passing play, though, Jersak
took on more backstage responsibility,
eventually becoming the puppeteer for

Lydia Jersak

Audrey II in “Little Shop of Horrors.” Jer-

sak remembered, “The first time we did a
full run through, and I took off that plant

head, everyone
in the house
cheered for me,
and I was like,
‘Wow, thisis
really cool.””
Last winter,
Jersak decided
to try out for
the role of Tilly
in White Bear’s
competitive
One-Act play, “She Kills Monsters.” “I
stepped into it, and my interpretation of
Tilly was completely different from the
Broadway version, but I got a lot of com-
pliments on that because it was unique.”
She also realized how freeing acting
could be. “In real life, I overthink things
alot—'Am I making the right amount of
eye contact?” ‘How much do I say to this
person to where they like me, but I'm not
annoying to them?’ But acting? I just go
for it because I'm playing a character.”
Jersak now looks back at her freshman
and sophomore years with a bit of frustra-
tion. “They weren't necessarily a waste,
but I wish I could get them back because

junior year and senior year have been so
amazing for me,” she said.

Jersak’s impressive theater resume this
year includes three distinct performanc-
es: The stepmother Madame in “Rodger’s
and Hammerstein’s Cinderella,” guid-
ance counselor Siobhan in “The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime,” and
eldest sister Jane Bennett in “Pride and
Prejudice.” Jersak believes her variety
of roles comes from her attitude toward
acting. “I see myself as Play-Doh, and I
can mold myself into whatever the next
challengeis.”

Going forward, Jersak will appear in
Children’s Performing Arts’ summer
musical “Newsies,” and will attend
Century College’s theater program in
the fall. Now that she has confidence
in her acting abilities, Jersak plans to
strengthen her singing and dancing abil-
ities. “I'm not currently a triple threat,
but I want to get to that point,” she stat-
ed. While that goal might seem lofty for
someone who has not even been acting
for two years, Jersak remarked, “Even
if my success doesn't happen right away,
I did it for ‘She Kills Monsters,’ I did it

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

for ‘Cinderella.” Why can't I do it again?”

Jersak next appears as Jane Bennett
in White Bear Lake Area High School’s
production of “Pride and Prejudice,”
which runs May 22-24, 5040 Division
Ave. Door A. For tickets, visit sites.
google.com/isd624.org/musical-theatre/
tickets.

‘WICKED,’ ‘FROZEN’ ACTOR EMILY KRISTIN MORRIS TO
PERFORM AT HANIFL

BY LOGAN GION
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

roadway actress Emily Kristen Morris—who played

Elphaba in the “Wicked” national tour, Princess Elsa in

“Frozen” at the Paramount Theatre in Chicago, and has

over 1.5 million followers on TikTok—will play Sarah
Brown this summer in “Guys and Dolls” at The Chanhassen. On
June 1 and June 22, however, Morris will perform at the Hanifl
Performing Arts Center.

At 4 p.m. Monday, June 1, Morris will conduct a vocal master
class on the Hanifl stage. “The master class for anyone inter-
ested in learning about Broadway, learning about music, or
learning about singing,” explained Production and Operations
Manager Laura Long. “She’s a positive, uplifting person. I know
people are going to enjoy listening to her.”

At 6:30 p.m. Monday, June 22, Morris will perform CPA’s
Summer Benefit Concert, delivering a dynamic night of Broad-
way favorites, beloved classics, and heartfelt moments. Ac-
companying her is Wesley Frye, a Twin Cities musician and
music director who has previously collaborated with Lakeshore
Players. VIP tickets for this event include dinner at 5 p.m. and a
meet-and-greet with Morris at 5:30 p.m.

Children’s Performing Arts’ Executive Director Sharon Hani-
fl-Lee commented, “We want to give people in our community

things they may not be able to
otherwise experience, like seeing
Emily Kristen Morris when
she’s in a Broadway show. So
we’re bringing Broadway here.”
Education and Programming
Manager Braylon Lane add-
ed, “Having Emily Christian
Morris is a representation of our
dedication and commitment to
exposing the youth to opportu-
nities in terms of performing on
stage, growing as performers,
and growing their life skills.”
Lane also feels that hosting
Morris shows young people inter- Emily Kristen Morris
ested in theater that their goals
are not out of reach. “Somebody that you see online that you are
afan of is not unattainable. You can meet those people. They
are normal people just like you. You can breathe the same air,”
Lane remarked while laughing. “It reinforces kids’ aspirations of
being professional performers. This is possible; they can do it.”
For tickets to Emily Kristen Morris’s master class or concert,
visit childrensperformingartsmn.ludus.com.

CONTRIBUTED

HISTORICAL SOCIETY HOSTS ‘REVOLUTIONARY’
TRAVELING EXHIBIT

BY LOGAN GION the Revolutionary Genera-
CONTRIBUTING WRITER tion,” explained Community
Engagement Director Allison
his summer, the Lincoln. “They were faced
United States of with a difficult choice: pledge
America will celebrate  loyalty to the Patriot cause
250 years. Our nation’s  and a new nation or remain
founding, however, was not loyal to the King and the Brit-
a certainty to the people who ish Empire.”
lived in the colonies in the In conjunction with the

1770s. To help illustrate the
reality people of that time
faced, the Harriet G. Walker
chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution
(DAR) created the American
Revolution Experience
exhibit. The White Bear Lake
Area Historical Society will
host this exhibit from May 29-
June 6, with a members-only
sneak peek on May 28.

“It’s an interactive exhibit
which places visitors back into

exhibit, the DAR will also host
a genealogy seminar from 10
a.m.-12 p.m. Saturday, May
30, at the White Bear Lake
Armory. During the program,
the DAR will help attendees
discover if their ancestors
fought in the Revolutionary
War.

“By collaborating with
the DAR and the League of
Women Voters we are able to
bring these exhibits and their
supporting programming to

our community,” said White
Bear Lake Area Historical So-
ciety Executive Director Sara
Hanson, “We are thrilled to
have the space at the armory
and the ability to host these
traveling exhibits to highlight
different elements of the 250th
anniversary theme.”

While Minnesota and White
Bear Lake did not become part
of the United States until the
second half of the 1800s, Han-
son felt that, this year, the his-
torical society could increase
their scope. “We are always
excited about sharing the sto-
ries of our past,” said Hanson,
“but the 250th anniversary
of the United States gives us
a great opportunity to pull in
wider stories that depict our
250+ year history.”

Lincoln added that, this

summer and fall, the histor-
ical society has a number of
exhibits planned that highlight
different eras of our past,
particularly The Wall that
Heals—a three-quarter-scale
replica of the Vietnam War
Memorial in Washington D.C.,
coming to Polar Lakes Park
from Aug. 6-9.

“WBLAHS has got some-
thing for everyone this spring/
summer to celebrate this
monumental anniversary,”
Lincoln concluded, “and we’re
so excited to be at the heart of
it all, leading the charge for
our community to get involved
in our country’s history.”

For more information about
White Bear Lake Area His-
torical Society’s events, visit
whitebearhistory.org/events.

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR
THEATER SUMMER CAMPS

All camps take place at Hanifl Performing Arts Center,
4941 Long Ave., White Bear Lake. To register, visit
childrensperformingartsmn.org/classes workshops.

CURIOUS GEORGE'S PAGE-TO-STAGE ADVENTURE
Grades: K-2

Dates: 9 a.m-12 p.m. June 8-12

Details: Join us for a week of fun with
our favorite little friend, George.
Students will create their own play
based on the beloved children’s book
series. Friends and family are invited
for a special showcase at the end of the
week.

ACTING FOR THE CAMERA

Grades: 7-12

Dates: 12-3 p.m. June 8-12

Details: Professional actor and
choreographer Eden Fahy will teach
students how to create professional
self-tapes, scenework and monologues
for the camera. Take your auditioning
to the next level and stay current with
online submissions. Students will leave
with a self-tape to use at their next
audition.

SEIZE THE DAY: NEWSIES MUSICAL THEATRE CAMP
Grades: 6-9

Dates: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. June 15-19
Details: This one-week musical theatre
intensive is inspired by the musical
journey of “Newsies: The Broadway
Musical.” Learn the hit songs and
dance combos from the iconic show.

MADAGASCAR: I LIKE TO MOVE IT!

Grades: 3-5

Dates: 9 a.m-12 p.m, June 22-26

Details: Join us for a week of fun with
our favorite animal friends from the
hit movie ‘Madagascar.” Students will
devise a show with music and charac-
ters from the movie they love, learning
how to create musical theatre on a
basic level..

YES AND! IMPROV

Grades: 8-12

Dates: 10 a.m-1 p.m. June 29-July 3
Details: Learn about the art of “yes
and,” and experience the beauty of
on-your-feet storytelling. Throughout
the week, students will learn the basic
tenets of improv, practice different
exercises to strengthen and cultivate
their improv skills, and play long-and-
short-form improv games. At the end
of the week, the students will host their
very own improv show for friends and
family.

858333
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BALLOT ADDITIONS: Board members express support of long-range plan, levy

FROM PAGE 1

nance. This led to the district taking a deeper dive into
the facilities and how they’re being used. He added he
appreciates everyone’s input throughout this process.

Proposed concepts, a part of Centennial Forward,
include the creation of new and remodeled secure
centralized offices and entries at school sites, modern
learning environments and increased capacity for
specialized programs and building maintenance and
infrastructure repairs. Also part of the concept is a
new two-station gym addition, featuring a new lobby,
concessions and a family locker room for the pool at
Centennial High School. The concept additionally in-
cludes new tennis courts at the high school and repairs
to the existing track surface at Centennial Middle
School.

“Every building gets touched,” Holmberg said.

The metro average for an operating levy is $1,519 per
pupil with a maximum allowed by the state of $2,340
per pupil. Currently, Centennial is at $995 per pupil.
According to Holmberg, the proposed operating levy
would provide an additional $375 per pupil per year for
a 10-year term, subject to inflation. This would gener-
ate approximately $2.49 million annually for Centenni-
al Schools.

The funds raised through the operating levy would
be used for staff wages, benefits and programs.

WEEKLY WAG

If you are an active person or family looking for an
active companion, then Todd is waiting for you. Todd
is a one-year-old Great Pyrenees/Husky mix. He is an
80-pound bundle of energy. Todd is a playful pup and
his foster says he is always ready to turn an ordi-
nary day into an adventure. Todd enjoys patrolling
and exploring his backyard, so a forever home with
a securely fenced yard would suit him well. He also
enjoys long walks and playing fetch. Todd is social
with other dogs and he is even good with cats. He is
leash trained and crate trained, although he likes
being with his people best. Todd is intelligent and he
is eager to learn. When he is not busy, Todd enjoys
soaking up affection and belly rubs. Todd has a zest
for life and he would thrive with a human companion
or family who will love him and keep up with him.

If you are interested in learning more about Todd or
adopting him, please fill out an application at www.
ruffstartrescue.org. Once your application is re-
ceived, Ruff Start Rescue will contact you as soon as
possible.

PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF HUGO
CITY OF HUGO DRINKING WATER

The City of Hugo produces safe, clean drinking water for people who
work in, visit and live in Hugo. Our mission is to produce and distribute
safe, aesthetically pleasing water in sufficient quantity and a cost effective
manner to meet customer needs and to be effective stewards of the public
infrastructure. Our product consistently meets higher standards than those
set by local, state and federal regulatory agencies. Please visit our website
to view the latest consumer confi-dence report on file. This report can be
viewed at www.ci.hugo.mn.us/ccr2025. Please contact 651-762-6301 for a
paper copy.

Published one time in The Citizen on May 28, 2026.

“Centennial has a strong tradition of academic excel-
lence, student opportunity, and community support,”
said Holmberg. “Maintaining strong schools requires
ongoing investment in both high-quality learning
experiences and safe, well-functioning facilities.”

School Board Member Gloria Murphy acknowledged
the tremendous work done by Holmberg and Chaffey.

“I think you guys have spearheaded this great.
You've been transparent to the community members,”
she said. “I want to thank our input team, our partner-
ship with Nexus...We were at $225 million in 2025 and
have cut this down to $108 (million). That’s huge. I'm
looking forward to seeing this go forward.”

Board Member Heidi Hansen brought up the fact
that the district included the community in the plan-
ning process during the last couple of years and said it
was a big deal.

“This isn’t just a Centennial administration deal.
This is a Centennial community project and it’s im-
portant to everyone,” Hansen said. “I think that, for me
personally, is one of the most important parts of this
entire project...I'm excited for our future.”

School Board Vice Chair Sue Linser said the opera-
tional levy is really important. She appreciates under-
standing where the district is at and where the area
metrois at.

School Board Treasurer Jessica Schwinn thanked
the executive team and the community for their hard

work. School Board Chair Tom Knisley also thanked
his fellow board members for their collaboration and
willingness to engage in the planning process in a
positive way.

Knisley added, “I feel very comfortable supporting
this levy request because of all the work we did. Had
we not done all this work, I wouldn’t be as comfortable
aslam.”

The ballot questions will read as follows, “Shall
the new referendum revenue authorization proposed
by the board of Independent School District No. 12
(Centennial), Minnesota be approved?” and “Shall the
board Independent School District No. 12 (Centennial),
Minnesota be authorized to issue general obligation
school building bonds in an amount not to exceed
$108,890,000 for acquisition and betterment of school
sites and facilities, but not limited to, safety and secu-
rity improvements, additions/updates to facilities and
academic spaces, and various other capital projects?”

According to the memorandum, by voting “yes” for
either question, residents would be voting for a proper-
ty tax increase.

More information about Centennial Forward can be
found at www.isd12.org/discover/school-board/centen-
nial-forward-building-the-future.

Editor Madeline Dolby can be reached at 651-407-1226
or quadnews@presspubs.com.

CENTERVILLETIDBITS

« Kelly’s Korner Bar has been
granted a 2 AM liquor license
renewal following council approv-
al. Within the last year, Kelly’s
Korner Bar has had no issues
with their current 2 AM liquor
license.

- City staff will work on ap-
plying for a grant from the
Minnesota Occupational Study
and Health Administration. The
grant is offered for assistance to
municipalities and companies
to include safety equipment and
training that might not otherwise
be purchased and matches dollar
for dollar up to $10,000. Staff hope
to use the funds from the grant to
purchase an electronic portable
message/arrow board that can
be used for roadway safety for
working crews and community
messaging for roadway informa-
tion. According to the staff report,
most boards are solar and range
in pricing from approximately
$15,000 to $20,000.

- Lake Management Inc. will be
responsible for the treatment of
the pond south of City Hall follow-
ing council approval. The pond is
used as a water supply source to
the City Hall’s irrigation system.
The first full year of the system
will be the 2026 season. In 2025,

BUSINESS BRIEF

Gasthaus celebrates 60 years of
food, beer, entertainment

The Gasthaus Bavarian Hunter is celebrating its
60th anniversary this year. The locally owned es-
tablishment in Grant will celebrate with a party on
Saturday, May 30 from 5 to 10 p.m. Paid attendees
can expect a variety of Hofbrau beer imported from
Germany, the raising of the Maibaum (May Pole),
live polka music, and other entertainment.

Also to commemorate the occasion, the city of
Grant has proclaimed via resolution that May 30,
2026, is “Gasthaus Bavarian Hunter Day.” Two of
the preambles in the resolution state: “the restau-
rant is an important part of the greater St. Croix
Valley restaurant and entertainment scene” and
“the restaurant has been a major contributor to the
health and happiness of residents and visitors to
the city of Grant.” Visitors can view the resolution
hanging to the right of the main entrance.

The Biergarten will be open every Saturday
and Sunday from noon to 6 p.m. in June, July and

August.

The Gasthaus is located at 8390 Lofton Avenue N.
To learn more about the history of the Gasthaus or
to see a calendar of events go to gasthausbavarian-

hunter.com.

Lake Management was utilized to
provide water treatment to reduce
the amount of phosphorus and
plant material in the pond. This
prevented inoperable irrigation
lines/heads. According to the
staff report, a second treatment
may be necessary later this sum-
mer, depending on rain amounts
and dilution of the pond.

« The annual presentation on
the Municipal Separate Storm
Sewer Systems (MS4) permit was
presented to the council. An MS4
is a system designed or used to
collect or convey stormwater and
is not part of a publicly owned
treatment works facility (sewage
treatment plant). There are six
minimum control measures of
the MS4 permit. These include
public education and outreach;
public participation and involve-
ment; illicit discharge detection
and elimination; construction
site stormwater run off control;
post-construction stormwater
management; and pollution pre-
vention and good housekeeping
for municipal operations.

« A conditional use permit (CUP)
and site plan review submitted
by Etzel Engineer and Build for
a 16,560-square-foot expansion
of the existing 55,000-square-

foot industrial facility known as
Sutton Transportation at 6855 21st
Ave. in the Industrial District of
Centerville has been approved

by the council. In addition to the
building expansion, the project
includes improvements to park-
ing and loading areas, updated
landscaping and a new outdoor
amenity space for employees.

« City staff will proceed with the
capital purchases for 2026 listed
in the Capital Improvement Plan
(CIP) following council approval.
Some of these purchases include
new boards for the ice-skating
rink at Laurie LaMotte Park,
playground equipment at Acorn
Creek Park, resurfacing the Eagle
Park tennis and pickleball courts,
annual street paving, a wood chip-
per and more.

« City Administrator Athanasia
Lewis said the city has received
one application for the vacant city
council seat. The resident who
is appointed would serve on the
council until January 2027. Resi-
dents who are interested in being
considered for the vacancy can fill
out an application online or stop
by City Hall.

Madeline Dolby

LIABILITY DISCLAIMER INDEMNIFICATION:

The Newspaper shall not be liable for slight
changes or typographical errors that do not lessen
the value of the advertisement. The Newspaper
shall not be liable or responsible for any error in
any advertisement except to give the Advertiser
credit for so much of the space occupied by the
advertisement as is materially affected by the
error; credit shall be by refund or republication of
the advertisement at the election of the Newspaper.
Such credit shall not be given for more than one
incorrect insertion unless the Publisher is notified
in writing of the error before the repetition of the
insertion. When the Advertiser wishes to correct or
change copy submitted as a "proof," the Newspaper
shall not be liable for the changes or corrections
unless they are received by the Newspaper within
a reasonable length of time before the deadline for
publication. If an advertisementis requested to run
after copy deadline, the Newspaper will not honor
anadjustmentrequestif an error occurs. No specific
page or position shall be guaranteed. The Advertiser
or Agency shall indemnify the Newspaper for
any attorney 's fees incurred in defending against
claims, pay any judgments against the Newspaper,
and pay associated expenses and losses that are
caused by the publication of any advertisement
submitted by or published at the direction of the
Advertiser or Agency, including claims for libel,
copyright infringement, and invasion of privacy.




12  tHecmzen

MAY 28,2026

S
E
R
v
I
C
E
D
I
R
E
C
T
0
R
Y

APPLIANCE REPAIR

www.readthecitizen.com

Meet Your Specialist

Honest Work for Honest Pay

651-270-7360

Reasonable Rates
-all jokes and laughs are free

Servicing All Major Appliance Brands
Major Credit Cards Accepted

AUTO SERVICE

« Auto Repair - Oil Lube & Filter Service
20 years of experience serving White Bear Lake
& Centerville - Friendly, Honest Service

651.226.4235
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm
7137 20™ Avenue North - Centerville
www.facebook.com/vermauto

Call our office at (651) 257-4706 or fill out a form on our
website www.youngcastlebathrooms.com to have us
stop by and help you start your bathroom project.

We are a 30+ year Bathroom
Remodeling Company in your area.

Did you see your new bathroom design at the Home Show?
We can help you bring your vision to fruition. We have the
knowledge and expertise to incorporate the new products into
your bathroom. We also have the expertise on installation of new
tile designs and patterns. We are experienced in mold killing
and inhibiting products if there is a mold concern. We can help
you to lay out the items that you will need to complete your
bathroom, and we have a great method that we can explain in
person for the purchasing of all the materials needed for the
bathroom. We practice cleanliness by cleaning up the project
every afternoon after the workday has finished. We have a 1 year
warranty on all labor that is rarely used by customers.

%%g, &
A
% North Metro Are2 ™

Complete Auto Repair Center

All makes/models - Foreign & Domestic
Free Loaner Vehicles - Towing

651-483-4259
38 Woodlynn Ave Little Canada
www.rsautorepair.com

BATHROOMS

Bathrooms .,

B“‘\g Cz?y[ « Design
N T \ % « Bath Repair

gy « Remodeling
lﬁ\ « Tub Surrounds
: « Free Estimates

GE SAVINGS!

Lic. #20060261
651-257-4706

lwww.youngcastlebathrooms.com

) SCHNEIDER

Commercial & Residential

= Cabinet resurfacing
and refacing

= Custom exterior work

= Deck refacing

Free Estimates & Callbacks
within 24 hours

651-213-6638

schneidercustomwoodwork.com

CARPENTRY

Small Job Specialist
45 years experience

Basement Finish/Remodel
i Exterior & Interior Painting
Doors/Windows/Siding
j Ceiling Textures/Roofs
Kitchen Remodels/Counter Tops
Decks/Landscaping
0dd Jobs
o Bathrooms

651.653.9920/612.816.8544
CLEANING

Household Waste
Construction Debris
Appliances
Furniture

CONCRETE

Wohlwend

Concrete & Masonry
Reliable Contractor
Since 1985
Reasonable prices

691-426-2610

swohlwend@myctl.net

°
BillLe, *
Masonry & Concrete I—|
SPRING SPECIAL

Repair & Replacement

Garage Additions/Slabs
Chimney & Block Repair
Concrete Work

Interior/Exterior
Residential/Commercial

FULLY INSURED - FREE ESTIMATES

651-308-1101

zlog

CABINETRY

DECKS HANDYMAN LANDSCAPING REMODELING

We fix heaving and
sinking footings and
foundations with
Helical Pilings
Custom Decks/Footing/Repairs/
Remodels/Pole Barns/Garages/

Additions & Porches/All Repairs/
Fences/Roofing/Siding

651-746-4582
northlandlandscape.com
Bonded Insured | Lic #8C638094

DECK RESTORATION

Deck Cleaning
& Staining

Professional - Prompt
Guaranteed Results

651-699-3504

www.RTDservices.com

DRYWALL

Wolf Bros. Drywall Go.

Total Drywall Services
New Const & Basement Finishes
Residential/Commercial
Family Owned & Operated
40 yrs  Since 1979
Insured

CALL LEE
(651) 428-0229
orest Lake

ELECTRIC

ARROW
ELECTRIC

Small Jobs Welcome
- Repair Circuits - Recepts Added
- Remodels - Panels Replaced
- Ceiling Fans - Master Electrician
EMERGENCY SERVICE

651-383-5123
HANDYMAN

WE DO EVERYTHING!
Roofing - Siding
Windows - Doors - Gutters - Decks
Painting - Repairs
And MORE!
bettersol.com

763-742-7500 2

Full Service Contractor &=

over 40 years experience MN Lic. BC639211

FREE Estimates! Specializing in
«Handyman - Remodeling - Drywall
Repair- Bathrooms - Kitchens

Licensed Bonded Insured

Ron Skibsted, R.S. Construction
651-271-5000

License #BC002674

BOB’S HANDY WORK

« Tree removal & trimming
« Repair Carpentry

Veteran-Ret. USN
952-843-8742
bfarah693@gmail.com

HEATING & COOLING

Furnace & A/C
Installations and Service
Licensed, Bonded
& Insured
651.426.4233 cphvac.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ArtisanConstruction.info
=Additions / Remodel  =Porches / Decks

=Roofing /Siding = Garages / Sheds
=Kitchens /Baths ~ =Windows / Doors
=Basement Finish = Storm Damage
612-961-6161
ArtisanConstruction123@gmail.com
Free Estimates ~ MN LIC #437164

*Also offering Handy Man Services*

visit us at: HandyDan.info

LANDSCAPING

R.PM.LAWN SERVICE

Residential and Commercial

Specializing in lawn service and
fertilization applications

Outdoor Maintenance
Tree Service | Landscaping | Stump Grinding
e <o since 1988 «rvoveceeiinnin
For free estimates, call Jim or Ron

651-226-5779

Ponds & Waterfalls,
Paver Patios, Driveways,
Concrete, Bobcat Work,

Grading, Sod, Retaining,
Walls & Tree Work,
Plants, Mulch and Rock.

651-746-4582

Bonded Insured Lic. #BC638094
www.northlandlandscape.com

Complete Landscape Construction
Retaining Walls - Paver Patios and Walkways
Drain Tile - Grading/Bobcat Work
Mulch « Rock

Twin Cities Premier
Home Improvement Company

651-238-6751

NorconHomes.com
Insured / Lic #8C105943

Generations of craftsmanship in every
stone. Scan to start your landscape
transformation!

naturalcreationsdesignbuild.com

Ehman Landscaping

Specializing in:
* Sodding *Seeding *Grading
*Sod Repair * Sod Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
RonEhman@outlook.com

Call Ron 612-720-1893

Landscape Renovation Specialist
Mulch, Black Dirt, Gravel, Boulders
Bobcat, Grading & Excavation

Letourneaulandscaping.com
651-426-0410

PAINTING

o0& LHO

CONSTRUCTION INC
QR M DR et Rameding

TIME TO REMODEL?
Kitchen / Bathroom
Basement / Deck
Check out our Models
for design ideas.

*1 yr financing option available*
SHERCO CONSTRUCTION

651-888-4138

License # BC627690

CONSTRUCTION

o Kitchens e Remodels
e Bathrooms e Basements

SPRING PROMO
@ PVC & Composite Decks
e 3 &4 Season Porches

Mention this ad
to receive promotion

651-653-0190

cartercustomconstruction.com
MN Lic #BC632066

WM Haves
Construction, LLC

Bathrooms e Kitchens « Busements
Remodeling » Water Intrusion Repair
RoofingMinn.com
Locally owned since 1972

651-429-2682

MN License #BC002810

[CeDar SpeciaLIsTs & |

Best PainTinG
We’ll bring your cedar
back to life!

FamiLy owneb since 1967

Staining, Painting, Cleaning,
Stucco Painting, Repairs and
Restoration, Siding, trim, shakes,
fences, decks, pergolas, gazebos

Residential and Commercial

Call now for Spring 2026
interior & exterior pricing!

Call or email Brian
651-238-1850
brian@cedarspec-bestpaint.com

free
(:5\'\“\3"e

(Firs G
ﬂ’ Painting ‘ﬁ

= Professional, Residential
House Painting
= Interior & Exterior
= Kind, Respectful Service
Please Call Richard

612-394-8978

PLUMBING

- Drain Cleaning

- Hot Water Heating

- Hot Water Heaters & Disposal

- Well Pump Service

- New Construction - Remodeling
Tom Thill 651-433-4866 Lic. #005402

APPLEWOOD
BUILDERS

612.670.7
MNLic#BC003215

612-868-6837

Room Additions - Kitchens
Basements - Decks

All Remodeling
For more info visit
KOlsonconstruct.com
Lic. #BC-516217

RESTORATION

| ROOFING |
*‘j@;‘ BEAR

ROOFING & EXTERIORS
—_—Ne—————

“Your Local Exterior Specialists”
Residential - Hardie Plank

Roofing ¢ Siding * Windows
Gutters ¢ Fascia & Soffit

651-407-1987

MN Lic.# BC223025
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REMODELING

BATHROOMS ~ KITCHENS
BASEMENTS ~TILES
ALL REMODELING

Twin Cities Premier Home Improvement Company

651-238-6751 « NorconHomes.com

Locally Owned Since 1994 | Insured / Lic #BC105943

ROOFING/SIDING

*Roofing *Siding
*Soffit eFascia
*Quality work

e Affordable Prices

Call, Text or Emaiil
763-208-8862 www.truebluebuilders.org

MN LIC.#BC665536

« Roofing  Siding « Gutters
* Repairs & More!
Financing / Discounts Available
Quality Service & Products
With Great Expectations
Locally Owned & Operated

763-742-7500

bettersol.com
N
BBB

Full Service Contractor
over 40 years experience MN Lic. B(639211

STUMP GRINDING

STUMP
GRINDING

Free Estimates
SAME DAY
2 SERVICE

Fast, dependable, insured

631-426-8660

budgettreeservice@outlook.com

TREE SERVICE

Primeau’s

Tree Service

Tree & Shrub
Trimming/Removal

46 years of experience

Family owned
Certified Arborist onsite!

651-773-5643

A Cut Above
Tree Service
Licensed Insured
Free Estimates
Tree Removal and Trimming
Emergency Storm Damage
Stump Grinding

Local Family Owned Business
www.facehook.com/acutat vice

Quality Work « Reasonable Rates

Tree Removal

Tree Trimming|
Certifled Arborist

FREE ESTIMATE

Fast, Dependable, Insured

GENE’S TREE'SERVICE
& STUMP GRINDING

Licensed/Insured  Free Estimates

Call Today! 763-785-1629

WATERPROOFING

GREAT LAKES
WATERPROOFING

Exterior Waterproofing

FREE ESTIMATES
651-340-2901

NO DIGGING REQUIRED

Targeting water flow at a fraction
of the price of drain-tile systems
Since 1978
MN License # IR660365

www.RealW aterproofing.com

www.readthecitizen.com
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Deadline for Classified Line and display ads Thursday 4pm
651-407-1250 | classified@presspubs.com

Press Publications suggests that you be aware of advertisers requesting payment for shipping merchandise. Confirm and verify all contact
resources prior to sending any money. Take caution when responding to text messages that are not local numbers.
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Lost & Found

150

Help Wanted

150

Help Wanted

300

For Sale

369

Want to Buy

Lost Jacket in April on
Tracy Rd WBL Black
Silk Flight Jacket has
Harley Davidson
Patch $ Reward
please call
651/500*7345

18
Thank You

Thank You God, Saint
Mary and Saint Jude
for favors granted!

23

Free ltems

Free Woodchips
5 Loads or more
Hugo Area Only
651*/426*8660

104

Hauling/Moving

Scrap metal,appliance
p/u 651*/329*0815

150

Help Wanted

Hugo Feed Mill
HIRING 30+ Hours
Dock/Warehouse
Manager
Stop by our shop to
apply 5582 - 146" St.
N, Hugo

White Bear Country
Inn is hiring Security
Guard for Weekends
Only. $17/Hr. Hours
may vary. Call
651*/271*5985 or
send resume to bill@-
countryinn.com

Press Publications
NOW HIRING
Contributing Writer
Topics may include:
Recreation, local
events and personali-
ties, nature and sto-
ries from around the
lake. Please, send re-
sume and three writ-
ing clips to white-
bearnews @ presspub-
s.com

Press Publications
Now Hiring Full-Time
STAFF WRITER
Responsibilities: Coor-
dinating editorial con-
tent and layout for our
newspapers and web-
site. Candidate should
have a degree in Jour-
nalism (or related
field) and relevant ex-
perience. Please send
resume to White-
BearNews @-
PressPubs.com along
with three writing
samples.

PRESS PUBLICATIONS IS SEEKING A

Staff Writer

Press Publications in White Bear Lake is seeking
a regional staff writer to join its award-winning
team. As a regional staff writer, you will be
responsible for coordinating editorial content
and layout for our newspapers and website.

In addition to writing stories, the job will
require attending news meetings, taking pho-
tographs, assisting with the layout process, pro-
ducing short video clips for our website, writing
occasional columns and maintaining a positive
relationship with the community at large.

We are looking for a candidate who is a
talented writer, passionate about local com-
munity news and great at time management.
(andidates should have a degree in journalism
(or related field) and have relevant experience.
The position is full time.

TO APPLY SEND A RESUME AND COVER LETTER
TO WHITEBEARNEWS@PRESSPUBS.COM,
ALONG WITH THREE WRITING SAMPLES.

Hugo Feed Mill is looking for a
30+ hours dock/warehouse manager

- Strong customer service skills

- Detailed oriented/handles multitasking well

- Making and bagging feed

- Load Customer products

- Taking inventory

- Self-starter who can work independently and
with others

- Stocking Shelfs

- Able to lift up to 100 Ibs.

- Wage DOQ

- Forklift certification preferred

Stop by our shop to apply.

5582 - 146th St. N, Hugo.

NOW HIRING CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Love lake life? We're seeking a reliable
contributing writer to create engaging,
community-focused content for a local lake
publication. Topics include recreation, local
events and personalities, nature and stories
from around the lake. Ideal candidates have
strong writing skills and an interest in the lake
community. Please send resume and three
writing clips to whitebearnews@presspubs.com.

PdPress

16' Aluma Craft Boat
35HP Evinrude, Coun-
sel Stiring, Rollar
Trailor plus many ex-
tras,$2000 or best of-
fer. 651/770*8126

Huge Multi-Family
Garage and Bake sale
benefiting the
Childrens Organ
Transplant Assoc.
(COTA) In honor of
Evelyn's Heart
6/4 and 6/5 8a-5pm
6/6 8a-noon
7040 Eagle Tralil,
Centerville
Come shop for a great
cause and help sup-
port Evelyn's heart
transplant journey! We
have SO much to
choose from! Every
purchase helps sup-
port COTA in honor of
6 year old Evelyn's
Heart.

362

Miscellaneous

CHOOSE EARTH-
LINK FIBER Internet
for speeds up to 5
Gigs, no data caps, no
throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a
$100 gift card when
you make the switch.
Call 844/*453*6983

GET A BREAK ON
YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car,

truck, or SUV to assist
the blind and visually

impaired. Arrange a

swift, no-cost vehicle

pickup and secure a

generous tax credit for

2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at

844*/220*9501 today!

404

Garage Sales

www.acutabovetreecareservice.com

651-334-9063

Cameron .
Tree Service

+ Affordable Trimming & Removal

+ Storm Damage & Large Tree Removal
+ Stump Grinding

+ Family Owned & Operated

* FREE ESTIMATES

 FREE WOOD CHIPS
+ Licensed / Insured
« Senior / Vet discount

(651) 775-8602

Do you know of a
vender you trust?
Ask them to check out

being listed in the
service directory

NOW HIRING

Security Guard
Weekends Only.
$17 per hour.
Hours may vary.

Call
651-272-3783

or Email resume to:
Bill@Whitebear
countryinn.com

Garage/Pallet Sale(New) Under Armor,
Nike, Target, Adult, Plus Size, Kids, Baby,
Maternity, Shoes, HH Items, Beauty

GET DISH SATEL-
LITE TV + INTERNET!
Free install, free HD-
DVR upgrade, 80,000
on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to
$600 In gift cards. Call
today! 855/*562*4309

REPAIRING OR RE-
PLACING APPLI-
ANCES and home

systems like heating
and cooling can be

costly. A home war-
ranty plan can help.

Start saving and get

30% off any plan to-
day. Workmanship

Guarantee included.
Terms apply. Call

Cinch Home Services

855/887*4521

SAFE STEP NORTH
America s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation
and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE
shower package and
$1,600 off for a limited
time! Call today! Fi-
nancing available. Call

Products, Linens, Sporting Goods, Cash, Sa*fe St*ep
Venmo, CC Wed 5/27 8a-7p, Thurs 5/28 833/7966"3882
8a-5p, Fri 5/29 8a-5p, Sat 5/30 8a-2p
2416 Mayfair Ave, WBL 369
Pet SerVICGS Want to Buy
WANTED: ALL 1970S
Since MOTORCYCLES
1989 Running or not. Titled

Personal Touch Pet Grooming
“When Quality and Service Matter”

763 784-4833

TDD 784-0662
Dial 711 for Relay Assistance

Deb Molin
Certified Master Groomer
200 Marian Ct., Circle Pines, MN 55014

or not. Will pick up.
Cash in exchange.
Sell now before prices
fall. Call Dan at
612/*720*2142

We Buy Vinyl Records
Lps, 45s, Stereo Equip
We make house calls

by appointment.
White Bear Lake
Records
4775 Banning Ave,WBL
wblrecords.com
651/224-4947

WE BUY HOUSES for
cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any

condition. Easy three

step process: Call, get
cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by

calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 844/*978*0683

404

Garag_je Sales

Christ the King Luth-
ern Church 1660 Birch
Lake Ave Rummage &
Bake Sale Thur 28 8-7

Fri 29 8-12 Bag Sale

Clearwater Creek An-
nual Neighborhood
Garage Sales. Thurs
June 4 - Sat June 5th.
Many sales to shop,
times varies. Otter
Lake Rd to Tart Lake
Road Lino Lakes
55038. Sale lists &
maps available at
each sale

GARAGE SALE Th/F
May 28-29, 9a-4p.
4986 Campbell Ave,
WBL. HH items,
Sports Equipment,
Furniture, Toys,
Clothes, Arts and
Crafts Supplies, and
so much more!

Curated Vintage Sale
By TOPESstudio
2119 3rd St WBL
May 30th 10a-4p

451
Rentals/
Commercial

For Sale or Rent
BUILDING FOR SALE
OR RENT:650Cream-
ery Ave N. Brow-
erville, MN. Sq.
FT.5,395. Several
bays. 2,600.00 per
month. Available De-
cember 1%,
218*/371*4894

451

Rentals/
Commercial

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY, all
real estate advertising
in this newspaper is
subject to the Fair

Housing Act which
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any prefer-

ence, limitation or dis-
crimination based on
race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national ori-
gin, or an intention, to
make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination.” Familial
status includes chil-
dren under the age of
18 living with parents
or legal custodians;
pregnant women and
people securing cus-
tody of children under
18. This newspaper
will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
Our readers are here-
by informed that all
dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are
available on an equal
opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll
free: 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free number
for hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
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Hugo teen archer tops the field at Western Nationals

BY BRUCE STRAND
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

Brecken Lee, 16-year-old archer from
Hugo, captured top honors in the bulls-
eye category at the recent Western
Nationals event, a competition of 298
schools from 35 states.

Lee hit 296 out of 300 targets, her
personal best, tying the top overall
male archer for the best score of 2,387
archers. She was named top female
archer.

The meet April 23-25 was held in Utah
hosted by National Archery in Schools
Program (NASP). The organization
hosts Western and Eastern nationals.
Archers can choose which one.

Lee, whose previous best was 291,
started with two perfect 50’s, then got
48’s her last two rounds. No one from
Minnesota has ever shot 300 in the
NASP.

“Ecstatic,” said Lee, asked her reac-
tion. “I was so happy that I finally got
done what I wanted to do. I felt like that
was a really big reward because I put
in a lot of work to improve my form and
improve my shot, and it finally paid off
at nationals.”

Lee has a previous championship at
Western Nationals in the 3D category
in eighth grade. “My better event has
always been 3D and this year I've really
dialed in on bulls-eye,” she said.

Lee is a sophomore at Lakes Inter-
national Language Academy in Forest
Lake. She’s captain of the LILA archery
team. White Bear Lake and Mahtomedi

BRUCE STRAND | CONTRIBUTED

Brecken Lee takes aim during practice in her back yard in Hugo. Note the earrings; they are

part of her shooting process.

have archery teams as well.

Asked what it takes to be a champion
archer, Lee said, “Your mental space
needs to be strong ... Any little thing

about your shot will change where your

arrow is going. You have to be able to
block out distractions and block out
your previous arrows.”

When setting up to shoot, what she
thinks about is to “center yourself,”
then pull back, and, “at the end for my
release, I actually say ‘ear-ring.’ I go

back go my ear-ring to finish my shot.”

Lee’s other passion is theatre. She has

performed in school plays, Children’s
Theatre Company, and community
theatre. She’s played Grinch twice in
“Cat in the Hat.” She is also an avid
fisherman.

Next for Lee is world open champion-
ships in Daytona Beach starting June
18.

CONTRIBUTED
Brecken Lee, of Hugo, with her Western Na-
tionals archery awards.

Cougars win section opener
on Saffert no-hitter

BY BRUCE STRAND
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

Kendall Saffert twirled a no-hitter
for Centennial and the Cougars need-
ed a stellar performance like that to
beat Osseo 2-1 in their Section 5AA
opener Tuesday.

Gracie Nickle clubbed a home run
in the last of the sixth to give the
Cougars a 2-1 lead.

Saffert, sophomore right-hander,
allowed just one walk while striking
out three. An error helped Osseo
score an unearned run in the first.
Saffert also delivered an RBI single
in the second inning, scoring Khloe

Waldemar, who got on base with a
single and stole two bases.

Osseo pitcher Samantha Sportel
held Centennial to seven hits and no
walks, striking out five, allowing Os-
seo (9-12), which had lost to them 12-3
in conference, to give the Cougars a
battle.

Centennial (13-7) faced Maple
Grove there Thursday, 4:30 p.m. The
tournament continues on Friday,
Tuesday and Wednesday.

Due to early deadlines, Cougar
events on Thursday and later will be
covered in next week’s paper. How-
ever, you can follow them online at
presspubs.com.

ATHLETE

OF THE WEEK

Cooper Daikawa, Centennial senior golfer,

[=]

conference season by shooting par 72 for fourth place in the
Northwest Suburban Conference finale Tuesday. Daikawa
placed third, fourth, fifth, sixth, ninth, 10th and 15th in the
13-team meets, averaging 75 strokes. Daikawa was state
runner-up as a sophomore. He didn’t reach state last year
and will try to get back there at sectionals next week.
Daikawa also plays forward on the hockey team. He had 10
goals and 11 assists for the 18-10 Cougars this winter.

E:E

Cooper Daikawa

Centennial Golf
May 28, 2026

closed a strong

4457 White Bear Parkway,
Ste B, White Bear, MN 55110
' 651-426-5254

1 info@4seasonsairwbl.com

Bears place 2nd in SEC
home track meet

BY BRUCE STRAND
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

White Bear Lake placed
runner-up in the Sub-
urban East Conference
meet, with excellent
showings by Tomi Anima-
saun and the relay teams.
Top four among ten teams
were Stillwater 197, the
Bears 182.5, Woodbury 174

and Mounds View 173.

Animasaun won the Joseph Wolfe
300 hurdles (38.53) and
took second in the 110 (9:42.07).

high hurdles (15.03), fifth

BRUCE STRAND | CONTRIBUTED

In the relays, the Bears

with Samuel Mayer,
Abner Condon, Rylan An-
derson and Joseph Wolfe.
The 4x800 team was third
(8:11.35) with Alexander
Cantwell, Cooper Hoel,
Anderson and Popp. The
4x200 team was fourth
(1:32.2) with Tavio Go-
mez, Brown, White and
Dashawn Ballinger.

Also in the top five
were Cason Juergens,
third, pole vault (13-0,
tied); Miles, third, long
jump (21-4 3/4); Ballinger,
fourth, the 300 hurdles

in long jump (21-3) and won the 4x100 in 3.43 with  (40.63); Wolfe, fourth, 400
first with the 4x100 relay Brian White, Animasaun, dash (51.30) and Wesley
team. The Bears' other Antonio Brown and Kapisak and Ballinger,
individual champion was  Easton Miles. The 4x200 fifth, triple jump (each
Max Poppinthe3200run  team was second (3:30.66)  41-6 1/2).

Fiddle shoots 66, wraps SEC title

Easton Fiddle, White Bear Lake sophomore, ran away with individu-
al honors while the Bears placed fourth in the Suburban East Confer-
ence Championship tournament at Troy Burne in Hudson.

Fiddle, a three-time state qualifier, topped the field by six strokes
with a five-under-par 66. He finished first in the eight-meet conference
season as well. The Bears placed fourth in the season standings.

Blake Munyer shot 83, Easton Jensen 83, Cody Olinger 84 and Grady
Giefer 84. Top four teams were Cretin-Derham Hall 307, Stillwater 308,

(ONTRIBUTED

Easton Fiddle Olinger shot 76.

Mounds View 311 and the Bears 316. The Bears placed seventh in an
SEC meet Monday at Midland Hills with 311. Fiddle was second with 70.



MAY 28,2026

THECmizEN 19

BY LOGAN GION
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The ISD 624 school board is public-
ly censuring Board Member Daniel
Skaar following a complaint that Su-
perintendent Dr. Wayne Kazmierczak
made.

During the board’s most recent
work session, the board listened to
an investigative-finding presentation
from Attorney Mick Waldspurger of
Squires, Waldspurger & Mace, PA.—a
hearing that Skaar requested be con-
ducted in open session. Waldspurger
disclosed that the investigation found
Skaar violated the Minnesota Gov-
ernment Practices Act and Minnesota
Open Meeting Law, as well as ISD 624’s
Code of Conduct for Board Members
and Code of Ethics for Board Members
policies.

Dr. Kazmierczak filed a complaint
against Skaar on March 3. Shortly
afterward, the school board contact-
ed Waldspurger and authorized an
investigation. Waldspurger summa-
rized that Skaar made public, critical
statements against the superintendent
that one could perceive as accusatory.

www.readthecitizen.com

White Bear Lake Area School Board censures member

“The law states that data that a
governmental entity maintains on an
employee, including the superinten-
dent, are classified as private,” Wald-
spurger stated. He then referenced a
2001 Minnesota Supreme Court case
in which a jury awarded damages of
$500,000 for defamation of a school-dis-
trict employee. “The statements in that
case ... certainly were a lot less signif-
icant than the statements in the case
we’re dealing with here,” Waldspurger
said.

Waldspurger also informed the
board that Minnesota Open Meeting
Law requires closed-session prelim-
inary consideration of allegations
against an employee, unless the person
in question requests an open hear-
ing. Waldspurger stated that because
Skaar, a sitting board member, pub-
licly called for the superintendent’s
resignation, he circumvented the
board’s ability to have a closed session
discussion.

“There also were a number of alle-
gations that were made that, I think
are fair to say, false and unfounded,”
Waldspurger remarked. “Suggestions
of wrongdoing by the superintendent

*Servicing all brands

Now offering electrical services!

W!\INER
Qo

l‘ 6'

HEATING - AIR - PLUMBING
el

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

FREE TRIP
CHARGE

With repair
$109 value!

Valid during regular business
hours - Expires 6/30/26

24/7 Emergency Service
Serving the St. Paul and Surrounding Area
651-426-5220

858298

When you need us, we are here to help.

with no legitimate factual basis in
support of it. Speculation, opinion, per-
haps—but no legitimate factual basis.”

Separately from Dr. Kazmierczak’s
complaint, the investigator also found
that Skaar sent an email to school
board members on April 15, in which
he made a motion to authorize an oper-
ational audit that included an investi-
gation of last September’s enrollment
incident regarding 22-year-old Kevin
Luebke, who falsely attended as a
17-year-old. “In the same email, he said
he would welcome a second and an
email vote,” Waldspurger said. “That
is, in my legal opinion, a clear violation
of the open meeting law.”

During discussion of the presen-
tation, Skaar asked Waldspurger, “I
would like to respond to this, and I
should have the ability to respond to
this, correct?”

Waldspurger replied, “You had the
right—the district hired an outside,
neutral investigator, gave you full and
fair opportunity to respond—and you
elected not to take advantage of that
opportunity. The investigator notified
you in writing that, by taking that
approach, you would be waiving your
right to challenge the findings at a
later point in time.”

Skaar responded, regardless,
through multiple gavel bangs from
Board Chair Dr. Scott Arcand, “This

isn’t really about me; it’s about sup-
pression ... Nobody has a right to
silence me and prevent the public from
hearing what I have to say ... I didn’t
violate anyone’s rights. I didn’t break
any laws, period.”

Board Member Chris Streiff-Oji
remarked, “The report is extensive. It’s
not vague in any way, shape or form.
There are specific quotes. There are
Facebook posts. There are videos.”

Addressing Skaar, Board Member
Angela Thompson commented, “I
didn’t want to censure you, but you
have not learned anything.”

Board Member Kathleen Daniels
also addressed Skaar, adding, “You are
not a victim. You're not following the
policies that we have on our behavior
as board members.”

Following comments and discussion,
five school board members passed the
resolution censuring Skaar. Per the
resolution, “The School Board hereby
places Skaar on notice that if he engag-
es in the same or any similar conduct
in the future, the Board may initiate
action to remove him from the Board.
The School Board hereby disavows
Skaar’s conduct and will not defend or
indemnify him in the event of a lawsuit
against him for the conduct described
in this Resolution.”

Your Local Remodeling, Custom Home

& Storm Damage Experts.

Gregory Contracting

License: BC692167

MARVIN

651-213-0668 * gregorycontracting.com

1«B

LUNDS&BYERLYS

4630 CENTERVILLE RD,
WHITE BEAR LAKE, MN 55110
651-653-0000

Tostitos Cantina Tortilla
Chips, Lay's Kettle and

MAY 28-JUNE 3, 2026

BOGO

Potato Chips

5-9.62 0Z.

Cleaning and Checkups
Cosmetic Dentistry

Crowns and Bridges
Dental Implants

(651) 429-3348
lakeshorefamilydentist.com
4706 Banning Ave, White Bear Lake

No insurance? Patients love our membership plan! Give us a call today!

Restorative Dentistry
Teeth Whitening
T™J

Veneers

Dr. Jason P. Ross

Dr. Ellen D. Jacobson

Dr. Kali Hildebrand

White Bear Lake’s welcoming, comfortable, and

community-focused dental experience for every stage of life.
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1. Hugo resident and Scentsy Consultant Tracy Colbeth donated new
stuffed animals to the Hugo Fire Department (HFD). HFD uses the
stuffed animals to bring comfort to children during an emergency.
Colbeth has also previously donated stuffed animals for the annual
toy and food drive. — Hugo Fire Department, contributed

2. Butterflies were released at North Star Elementary by the stu-
dents in the first and second grade studio. Over the past few weeks,
the students have studied the life cycle of butterflies, learning about
the different phases and development. — White Bear Lake Area
Schools, contributed

3. A bear wanted to have a picnic in rural Hugo. — Chuck Haas,

contributed

2

Send us your photos for possible inclusion in Spotted Around Town. Please email your best shot to citizennews@presspubs.com. Please include information about when and where it was taken and who is in the photo.
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NEW LOCATION!
Vadnais Heights

"= 7 VINES
VINEYARD

“A premier destination

for all good things”

101 Hwy 96 East, Dellwood
7vinesvineyard.com
651-478-6300
info@7vinesvineyard.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Every Wednesday: Key Chain Kash

Every Sunday: Acoustic Sunday

June 2: Beginner Friendly Yoga

June 2: Trivia with Ryan

June 3: Live Music: Gary LaRue

June 4: 3D Paper Art Design Class

June 4: Trivia Night

June 6: VIP: Vine to Bottle Tasting Tour
(Reservations online)

June 6: VIP: Pappouli’s Wine Tasting Experience
(Reservations online)

June 6: Live Music: The Jug Sluggers

June 7: Live Music: Prairie Beats

June 9: Beginner Friendly Yoga

June 9: Bingo

June 10: Live Music: Josh Quinn & Rose Duffey
June 10: Cribbage Tournament

June 11: Dueling Pianos

June 13: VIP: Vine to Bottle Tasting Tour
(Reservations online)

June 13: VIP: Pappouli’s Wine Tasting Experience
(Reservations online)

June 13: Permanent Jewelry Pop Up with
Alyssa - Worthy and Wild Permanent Jewelry
June 13: Murder Mystery Dinner

June 14: Live Music: Michael August

June 14: Live Music in the Vines: Elly Rowan
June 14: Live Music: Prairie Anthem

June 16: Beginner Friendly Yoga

June 16: Trivia with Ryan

June 17: Live Music: Becky Rae Dalton

June 17: Shakespeare in the Vines

June 18: Summer Artisans’ Market

June 18: Trivia Night

June 18: Shakespeare in the Vines

June 19: Art at the Winery

June 19: Shakespeare in the Vines

June 20: Intuitive Living Summer Expo

June 20: VIP: Vine to Bottle Tasting Tour
(Reservations online)

June 20: VIP: Pappouli’s Wine Tasting Experience
(Reservations online)

June 20: Shakespeare in the Vines

June 21: Father’s Day at the Winery

June 21: Live Music: Steve Poynter

June 21: Live Music: Bruce Bednarchuk

June 23: Beginner Friendly Yoga

June 23: Bingo

June 24: Live Music: Billy McLaughlin

June 24: Monthly Book Club

June 24: Cribbage Tournament

June 27: VIP: Vine to Bottle Tasting Tour
(Reservations online)

June 27: VIP: Pappouli’s Wine Tasting Experience
(Reservations online)

June 27: Above Average Tuba Quartet

June 28: Dueling Pianos

June 28: Live Music in the Vines: Ben Johnson
June 28: Live Music: Flannel Brothers

June 29: Beginner Friendly Yoga

June 29: Trivia with Ryan

Evening
1-4pm
6-7pm
6:30 - 8 pm
5-8pm
5-7:30 pm
6:30 - 8 pm
12 - 1:30 pm

2-3:30 pm

6-9pm
3-6pm
6-7pm
6:30 - 8 pm
5-8pm
5:30 -7 pm
6-9pm
12 - 1:30 pm

2-3:30 pm
4-7 pm

6 -8:30 pm
2-5pm
2-5pm
3-6pm
6-7pm
6:30 - 8 pm
5-8pm
7 -10 pm
4 -7 pm
6:30 - 8 pm
7 -10 pm
6 -8:30 pm
7 -10 pm
TMam -4 pm
12 -1:30 pm

2-3:30 pm

7 -10 pm
1-4pm
2-5pm
3-6pm
6-7pm
6:30 - 8 pm
5-8pm
5:30 - 6:30 pm
5:30 -7 pm
12 - 1:30 pm

2-3:30 pm

6-9pm
2-5pm
2-5pm
3-6pm
6-7pm
6:30 - 8 pm

Big Wood Brewery
Dancing Dragonfly
Rustic Roots Winery
Rustic Roots Winery

7 Vines Vineyard
Rustic Roots Winery
Dancing Dragonfly

Two Silo Winery

Two Silo Winery

Big Wood Brewery
Rustic Roots Winery
Rustic Roots Winery
Rustic Roots Winery

7 Vines Vineyard
Rustic Roots Winery
Rustic Roots Winery

Two Silo Winery

Two Silo Winery
Two Silo Winery

Dancing Dragonfly
7 Vines Vineyard
Two Silo Winery

Rustic Roots Winery

Rustic Roots Winery

Rustic Roots Winery
7 Vines Vineyard

Rustic Roots Winery

Rustic Roots Winery

Dancing Dragonfly

Rustic Roots Winery

Dancing Dragonfly

Rustic Roots Winery

Dancing Dragonfly
Two Silo Winery

Two Silo Winery

Rustic Roots Winery
Dancing Dragonfly

7 Vines Vineyard
Rustic Roots Winery
Rustic Roots Winery
Rustic Roots Winery

7 Vines Vineyard
Rustic Roots Winery
Rustic Roots Winery

Two Silo Winery

Two Silo Winery

Big Wood Brewery
7 Vines Vineyard
Two Silo Winery

Rustic Roots Winery
Rustic Roots Winery
Rustic Roots Winery

We invite you to try our award winning wines
along with our wine slushies, hard cider, craft
beer and our scratch-made food menu.

rusticroots.wine

651.433.3311 - 20168 St. Croix Trail N
Join us for live music every Sunday afternoon from 3 - 6pm &

Two Silo Winery
& Vineyard

Enjoy small-batch wines,
curated tasting flights, and
elegant farm-inspired fare in
a cozy, sophisticated setting.
Extend your stay in our
vineyard-view farmhouse,
perfect for intimate gatherings
or refined weekend escapes.
Sip. Stay. Savor.

Two Silo Winery & Vineyard
7040 117th St. N, Grant, MN
twosilowinery.com | @ @twosilo

858415

Note: Events are
subject to change or
cancellation. Please

call or check online for
the most up-to-date
information.

Pdliess
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This year marks the 50th annual Hugo Good Neigh-

bor Days celebration, which follows the 50th anniver-
sary of the Hugo Lions Club in 2025.

Hugo Good Neighbor Days is set to return to Lions
Volunteer Park June 5-7. This year’s theme is “Get-
ting Our Kicks Since 1976.”

Good Neighbor Days is the largest fundraiser of the
year for the community and is powered entirely by
volunteers and sponsors.

“We have raised over $1 million to give back to the
community,” explained Lions President John Kelley.
“It’s cool to see a group of individuals that selflessly
give their time to help raise money. It is cool that we
have a community of humans that support this cause
and helps us keep the money in the community to
(give to) worthy recipients.”

Kelley added that 80% of the funds the Lions raise

GOOD NEIGHBOR DAYS

GOODNEIGHBORDAYS.COM

“It’s cool to seeagroup of individuals
that selflessly give theirtimeto help
raisemoney. Itis cool that wehavea
community of humans that support
this causeand helps us keep the
money in the community to (giveto)
worthy recipients.”

JohnKelley
Hugo Lions President

stay within the Hugo community and the other 20%
goes to other statewide or nationwide causes.
This year, the Lions have supported families who

ST [ER --mﬁm,gqmsr
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4

Good Neighbor Days turns 50

BY SHANNON GRANHOLM
MANAGING EDITOR

have been displaced by house fires, the Veterans
Campground at Big Marine, Hopkins School House
and Heritage Center and high school seniors,
among other causes.

Many Good Neighbor Days staples will return for
2026, including carnival rides, food trucks, music
and fireworks. The parade, cornhole tournament and
vendor craft fair will also return. Shoppers should get
their wallets ready for the craft fair on Saturday and
Sunday, as Kelley says they have a record number of
vendors.

“We have been getting a ton of inquiries from
vendors,” he said. “We are at capacity and trying to
squeeze them in one (way) or another, anywhere we
can find so people have the opportunity, and the com-
munity can come out and support them.”

The sixth annual Ribfest competition will once
again be held in conjunction with Good Neighbor

SEE SOTH ANNIVERSARY, PAGE 6

Official Good Neighbor Days Shuttle Routes

BLUE
HERON
P G©RILL

Service every 30-45 minutes between

Blue Heron & Lions Volunteer Park

Avoid the hunt for
parking.

Ride the free Good
Neighbor Days Shuttle
with service to Lions
Volunteer Park from
Blue Heron Grill and JL.
Schweiters Friday and
Saturday.

Friday & Saturday, 6pm - midnight

Service every 30-45 minutes between
JL Schwieters & Lions Volunteer Park
Friday, 6pm - midnight

Saturday, lam - midnight

 Friday before 5pm at U.S. Bank
* Saturday before noon at U.S. Bank

* Anytime Sunday at St. John's Site

* Anytime Sunday at New Life Church

* Anytime at Keystone Place

* Anytime at Jack Pine Place

ENJOY GOOD NEIGHBOR DAYS!

P|

NEW LIFE
LIONS CRURCH
VOLUNTEER
® PARK

[FU.8. BANK
[ ST. JOUN

JL

SCHWIETERS

B
P
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www.heartlandcu.com
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Come meet us across from Blue Heron Grill.

Your local partner for all things money.
Checking. Savings. Auto, Home, Recreation and
Personal Loans. Credit Cards. Business Loans. Youth Accounts.

857670




2 GOOD NHGHBOR DAYS JUNE 5 - 7, 2026

GOODNEIGHBORDAYS.COM

ST CRARTERIRIN Lﬁm,gqmsr |
okl | &HWEMH@-H}@W@ S (Sl e

GCttl o401 v 4Ck$ cSlnCC 976

If’mx'&fay Saturday PN
BPM-8PM ..o CRAFT FAIR 12PM-4PM ... BATTLE OF THE BANDS
BPM~10PM ... FOOD TRUCKS ~ 1PM-BPM .o PAVILION BINGO
SPM-11PM ............. CARNIVAL RIDES 1PM-4PM ... SKATEPARK DEMOS
6PM-12AM .......... SHUTTLE SERVICE ~ 5:30-5:30......... RIBFEST COMPETITION
7:00PM........ DANCE PERFORMANCE ~ 7:30-11:30 .........
7:30-11:30PM ... 1. ™

Maiders Drie 10y .................. FIREWORKS
Saturfay AN Sunfay
LOAM=6PM ...ooovrrrrrrrvrrernn CRAFTFAIR ¥
TOAM4PM ..o CORNHOLE ~ LOAM=BPM v CRAFT FAIR
10AM=10PM ..covvvviviiniil FOOD TRUCKS IOAM"4:PM ..................... FOOD TRUCKS
10AM-5PM .......... HISTORY DISPLAYS 1lAM-4FM woo.... CARNIVAL RIDES
| LAM-11PM GARNIVAL RiDES  L1AM-12PM ......KIDS NICKEL DASH
LAV-L2PU oARADE  1RPM-BPM o FREE KIDZONE
11AM-12AM ........ SHUTTLE SERVICE ~ -SPM-SPM ... HUGO'S GOT TALENT
| SPUL5PU PREE KIDZoNE  1RPMBPM o PAVILION BINGO
12PM-........... RIBFEST TICKET SALES  1EM-OPM oo SKATEPARK DEMOS

3211 AWARDS CEREMONY
www.goodneighbordays.com
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Bob Hanson Bill Barrett Marlene and Darrell Granger
FILE PHOTOS
Jim Leroux Viola Maslowski Michele Anderson Mike Loken
Good Neighbors from ‘95 forward

Good Neighbors aren’t hard to find in Hugo. The 2003-Judy Olinger 2015-John and Donna Kostuch
Lions Club has recognized at least one neighbor every = 2004-Sharron and Deane Vail 2016-Michele Anderson
year since 1995. Here is a look back: 2005-Jim Leroux 2017-Barb Connolly

2006-Karen and Len Charpentier 2018-Rick Kissner
1995-Lucille and Fran Lutz 2007-Pete Pedersen 2019-Bob Hanson
1996-Lois and Henry Vietor 2008-Gene, Theresa, Katrina and Paula Zerwas 2020-Celebration canceled due to COVID-19
1997-Gert Granger 2009-Floyd Petty 2021- Dr. Bill Barrett
1998-Marlene and Darrell Granger 2010-Ray Pribnow 2022- George Reus
1999-Pat Wittkop 2011-Jim and Karen Bever 2023- Jimmie and Rick Gregoire
2000-Kathy Marier 2012-Marlys Schaefer 2024- Tim Tanberg
2001-Viola Maslowski 2013-Kris Emerson 2025- Mike Loken
2002-Jim Gits 2014-Marilyn and Myles Stomberg

Who will this year’s Good Neighbor be? Be sure to look for an article in an upcoming issue of The Citizen.

Celebrate

>t Hugo Good Neighbor Days

MINNESOTAS

June 5 -7, 2026

" GoLD WINNER

2021 through 2025

7“' L'F W D Park Dental

Hugo

14741 Victor Hugo Blvd N | 651-407-0999

858401

858082
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The Hugo Historical
Commission and the
Hopkins Schoolhouse
and Heritage Center will
bring Hugo’s rich history
to life during this year’s
Good Neighbor Days
celebration. Communi-
ty members of all ages
are invited to stop by
and explore interactive
displays, historic stories
and hands-on activities
that celebrate the people,
places, and traditions
that shaped Hugo

The Hugo Historical
Commission will feature
displays highlighting
Hugo’s historic barns,

historical timelines and
maps, the Train Depot,
and the Telephone Ex-
change—offering visi-
tors a glimpse into the
community’s past and its
early development.

The Hopkins School-
house and Heritage Cen-

GOOD NEIGHBOR DAYS 5

GOODNEIGHBORDAYS.COM

History comes to life at Good Neighbor Days

ter will share a replica

of the historic Hopkins
Schoolhouse for visitors
to discover and enjoy,
along with delightful
stories of school days past
shared by “Mrs. Fraatz
the School Marm,”
complete with sample
1928 candy. Families and
children can also partici-
pate in a Hopkins School-
house Coloring Contest,
and visitors will have the
opportunity to purchase
Images of America: For-
est Lake books and other
history related items.

(ONTRIBUTED
The Hopkins Schoolhouse and Heritage Center Committee commissioned a model of the
schoolhouse from Les Kuiper that will be used in programming with school children and in
promoting the efforts underway to restore the building for the community.

Subscribe today!

presspubs.com/site/forms/
subscription_services/

857668

Auto & Truck Parts

USED AUTO & TRUCK PARTS &
PROFESSIONAL CYLINDER HEAD REPAIR
Used and Rebuilt Parts - Used & Junk Vehicles Wanted

WWW.HUGOAUTOPARTS.COM

Local and Family Owned and in Business for 40 years

16615 FOREST BLVD N.
Huco, MN

651-429-5420

SALES@HUGOAUTOPARTS.COM

857874



6

50TH ANNIVERSARY:
‘Great community celebration’

FROM PAGE 1

FILEPHOTO
Residents line up for the grand parade.

Days. In addition to prizes for first, second and third
place, there will also be a People’s Choice award. Mem-
bers of the public are invited to purchase tasting tick-
ets and vote for their favorite. Tickets will go on sale

on Saturday at noon and the public tasting will be at 4
p.m. Judging will begin at 5:30 p.m. There are still some
spots open for teams to sign up. Registration will close
Thursday, June 4.

For music, Maiden Dixie is scheduled to perform Friday,
from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m. On Saturday, Six to Midnight will
perform from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m.

Back for a third year, the Hugo’s Got Talent competition
will begin at noon on the Peder Pedersen Pavilion stage.
The winning act will receive a cash prize. Any age or tal-
ent is welcome to participate. Registration will be accept-
ed through Thursday, June 4.

On Sunday at 11 a.m. there will be a Lions Awards Cer-
emony where six scholarships will be given out to White
Bear Lake Area High School seniors, along with the Good
Neighbor of the Year award.

“It is a fundraiser, but it is a great community celebra-
tion and opportunity for people to get together,” said City
Council Member Mike Miron.

Good Neighbor Days attendees are encouraged to take
advantage of free shuttles, as parking around the park
will be tricky during the event. (See the shuttle map in
this issue for more information.)

And don’t forget about the Hunt for the Golden Spike.
For more information about Good Neighbor Days, visit
www.goodneighbordays.com.

GOOD NEIGHBOR DAYS

GOODNEIGHBORDAYS.COM
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(ONTRIBUTED

New Life hosts outdoor service

Hugo Good Neighbor Days is
a great way to Kick off summer
and celebrate as a community.
To help us enjoy some fresh
air outside together, New Life
Church - Lutheran will host an
outdoor worship service. On at 9
a.m. on Sunday, June 7, worship
will be on the lawn next to the
parking lot.

Padded chairs will be set

up on the grass and ready for
everybody. If you have a favorite
camping chair or blanket, you
are also welcome to bring it. We
will have space available for
people to sit on their own chairs
and blankets. If you have diffi-
culty walking across grass and
uneven ground, we will have a
space reserved to sit on the edge
of the parking lot.

In the event of rain, worship
will be moved inside that day.
Bring a friend and come join us
as we worship God in His beauti-
ful creation! New Life is located
at 6000 148th St. N., next to Hugo
Elementary School.

Pastor Tim Heinecke

Exclusive Hunting &
Shooting Memberships

Located in Hugo, MN.
Visit our website for details.
WildWingsofOneka.com | 651-439-4287
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Pitmasters set to battle
at Hugo Ribfest

Backyard pitmasters will fire up their
smokers and grills Saturday as the
annual Ribfest competition returns to
Hugo’s Good Neighbor Days festival,
bringing a full day of barbecue rivalry
and public tasting to Lions Volunteer
Park.

Hosted by the Hugo Lions Club, the
contest features teams competing for
trophies, cash prizes and bragging

with tickets including four rib samples
and one People’s Choice voting ballot.
Public tasting runs from 3:30 to 4:30
p.m., or until ribs run out. Winners are
expected to be announced later in the
evening following judging by a panel
that includes celebrity and Kansas City
Barbeque Society judges.

According to festival rules, each com-
peting team receives 12 racks of spare-

For leasing information call Jay at Positive Companies Inc, 612-723-5447

Victor

rights in categories including best ribs ~ ribs and must cook entirely on-site us- Visit for all your needs.
and People’s Choice. Organizers said ing their own smokers and equipment. G a rd e n S
competitors will prepare ribs on-site Judges will score entries based on taste,
throughout the day before serving sam- tenderness and appearance.
ples to the public during the afternoon For more information, visit
tasting event. goodneighbordays.com/ribfest
Tasting ticket sales begin at noon, o

Anytime Fitness
MN Orthodontic
The Dance Unit

Clarus Dermatology

Sign up for our
N_ewsletter

The Regional

State Farm Insurance-Ty Schrupp

L Press Publications * Northeast Eye Care
Email Newsletter .
e Hawaiian Tan Salons
ScanQR Codeorgoto

presspubs.com/signup

The New Art of Chiropractic

Luxury Nails

857964

OLOUNS

EXCAVATING & SEWER SERVICES

+ High Pressure Water Jetting

* Full Service Excavating

* Residential & Commercial

* Licensed ¢ Bonded e Insured

Since 1954

Year Round Service Certified by M.P.C.A.

G5|IRA.6 2087

www.olsonsinthepink.com
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HUGO GOOD NEIGHBOR DAYS
2026 Hunt for the Golden Spike

BEGINS 8AM MONDAY, JUNE 1

PRESENTED BY

NA

SHEARTLAND

C REDIT UNION

FIND THE GOLDEN SPIKE AND WIN A MIN. OF $600 AND 6 ST. PAUL SAINTS GAME
TICKETS! WIN EVEN MORE MONEY AND $100 IN GIFT CERTIFICATES IF YOUR GOLDEN
TICKET IS STAMPED BY THE PARTICIPATING SPONSORS!

CLUE
#1

We're the state of hockey, it’s safe to say.
Grab a puck and a stick

And find a place to play —

Just as long as the pond’s ice is thick.
While the Wild are out,

It was a great season.

No need to pout -

CLUE

Look up and down and all around.

The prize will be hidden partially visible.
It cannot be hidden underground.
So gather friends/hunters indivisible.

And speaking of a good outing and not pouting,
We won’t hide the Golden Spike under the dirt.
So sad our Timberwolves are done shooting and

CLUE
#3

Here’s to the rules! Protect your fraternity.
This clue is under Double Secret Probation.
You won't seek answers for an eternity.
Solve all 10 clues for the final explanation.
Stay where it’s public not private land,
Leave alone the birdie and a mouse,

Don’t go where only HOA members can.

We have no good reason shouting. Look in the parks not in an Animal House!
So the melting of ice says winter is over. So what? We won’t hang it higher than a dunk by Rudy
It’s time! For a new season, a walk in the park. Gobert.

It’s the Golden Spike hunt - that’s the scuttlebutt!
Take the dog out where she can run free and bark.

Look for the next clue on June 1
at presspubs.com/citizen

ENJOY GOOD NEIGHBOR DAYS!
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Your local partner for all things money.

Checking. Savings. Auto, Home, Recreation and

Personal Loans. Credit Cards. Business Loans. Youth Accounts.

Come meet us across from Blue Heron Grill.

857670

GOLDEN TICKET

VISIT THESE SPONSORS TO GET YOUR GOLDEN

TICKET STAMPED TO WIN!

Hugo Feed Mill

5582 146th St N, Hugo, MN
(651) 429-3361

North Country
Auto Body & Mechanical

5451 140th St N Hugo, MN 55038
651.429.3899
northcountryautobody.com

CITY OF HUGO
STARTS YOU OFF WITH
A FREE STAMP

NO
NEED

STAMP

WISEGUYS PIZZA
(651) 407-1094

7095 20th Ave S ¢ Centerville, MN

Hours: 11am - 11pm 7 Days a week!

HUGO EQUIPMENT COMPANY

13997 Forest Blvd North - Hugo

(651) 429-8163

Hugoequipment.com
Hours: M-F: 8 am-6 pm | Sat: 8 am-2 pm | Sun: Closed

Mottaz
Bottle Shop

14849 Forest Blvd N #1, Hugo,
MN (651) 407-6088
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