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LANDSCAPING with 
LebenScape. Call for 
consultation NOW!

Scan for deals on page 2

What do you love 
most about Mom?

Ahead of Mother’s Day on Sunday May 10, The Citizen asked students at Agape 
Spanish Immersion Academy in Hugo what they love about their mom.
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Best of the Press returns inviting community to spotlight local favorites
BY SHIVAM VASHISHTHA 

CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

The familiar signs of spring in the 
northeast metro aren’t just warmer 
days and busier patios — they also 
signal the return of one of the com-
munity’s most anticipated traditions. 
The Readers’ Choice Best of the Press 
Contest is back for its sixth year, with 
nominations officially opening Wednes-
day, April 29.

Spanning multiple communities and 
publications, the annual contest gives 
readers the opportunity to recognize 

the people, businesses and places 
that define their local experience. 
From neighborhood 
restaurants and small 
businesses to essential 
service providers, the 
contest has grown into 
a reflection of what 
residents value most 
in their communities. 
This year’s contest has more 
than 150 categories, covering 
everything from dining and 
retail to services, schools and commu-
nity events.

“It’s a great way for our readers 
and patrons to recognize the places 

they genuinely val-
ue — whether that’s a 
restaurant they love 
or a service they’ve 
trusted for years,” said 
Patty Steele, general 
manager and market-
ing director for Press 

Publications. “Everything is 
driven by our readers. There’s 
nothing selected by us.”

What’s new this year:
This year brings a notable expansion. 

The Citizen and Quad markets will 
merge into a single, combined contest, 
broadening participation and increas-
ing visibility for businesses across a 
wider area. This change is an indicator 
of both the growth of the program and 
continued interest from readers and 
business owners.

Organizers have also refreshed and 
modified categories to better reflect 
current trends and community priori-
ties. Among the highlights:

• Meal for the Money, recognizing 

SEE BEST OF, PAGE 11

“It’s a great way for our 
readers and patrons 

to recognize the places 
they genuinely value”

Patty Steele
General Manager



ONGOING 
CRIBBAGE
When: 1 p.m. Monday, May 4; 1st and 4th Monday of 
every month
Where: Rice Lake Centre, 6900 137th St. N., Hugo
Details: Senior citizens from Hugo and surrounding 
area are invited to an afternoon of cribbage. Coffee 
and refreshments served.
Contact: 651-429-4413

HUGO SENIOR CITIZENS PLAY 500 
When:  12: 45 p.m. Thursday May 7 and May 21;  and 
every 1st, 3rd and 5th Thursday of each month. 
Where: Rice Lake Centre in Hugo, 6900 137th Street N.            
Details:  Games begin promptly at 12:45 p.m. Refresh-
ments and coffee will be served. 
Contact: Barb at 651-592-0369 or barbconnolly1958@
yahoo.com

CURRENT 
UNDERSTANDING IMMIGRATION:
OPERATION METRO SURGE - WHERE ARE WE NOW?
When: 6:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday, April 30
Where: St. Andrews Lutheran Church, 900 Stillwater 
Road, Mahtomedi
Details: Community event to reflect on Operation 
Metro Surge, how it affected our community, and 
learn and share about what's needed now, presented 
by Many Faces of the White Bear Lake Area.
Contact: manyfaceswblarea.org

CENTURY COLLEGE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA SPRING 
CONCERT
When: 2 p.m. Saturday, May 2
Where: Century College west Campus Theatre, 3300 
Century Ave. N., White Bear Lake
Details: Performance by students and community 
musicians.
Contact: century.edu/campus-life/fine-perform-
ing-arts

DOG WALK FOR VETERANS
When: 1 p.m. Sunday, May 3
Where: Matoska Park, 2345 5th St., White Bear Lake
Details: Community dog walk from Matoska Park to 
the VFW will benefit Believet, a non profit that trains 

service dogs for veterans living with PTSD, MST, and 
other disabilities to restore independence, confidence 
and hope. Also drawings and prizes.
Contact: believet.org

COMMUNITY LUNCH
When: Noon-1 p.m. Tuesday, May 5
Where: Mahtomedi District Education Center, room 
103
Details: Lunch catered by Red Luna Seasons, live mu-
sic by Folk Revival, and conversation with neighbors. 
Register by noon, May 1.
Contact: mahtomedi.ce.eleyo.com

MATOSKA INTERNATIONAL IB ANNUAL ART SHOW
When: 5-7 p.m. Thursday, May 7
Where: Matoska International IB school
Details: Support Matoaska's art enrichment program 
by viewing and purchasing artwork made by students 
and participating in the silent auction.

HEART 4 ART
When: 5 p.m. Thursday, May 7
Where: Ford Family Gallery, White Bear Center for 
the Arts
Details: Annual fundraiser for White Bear Center for 
the Arts includes social hour with cash bar followed 
by dinner and program. Tickets available online.
Contact: whitebeararts.org

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY
When: 5-7 p.m. Friday, May 8
Where: Mahtomedi District Education Center Parking 
Lot
Details: Enjoy live music by Beartown Band, yard 
games, and food from Mansetti's, Mik Mart Ice Cream 
and Sasquatch Sandwiches.
Contact: mahtomedi.ce.eleyo.com

'ONCE UPON A MATTRESS'
When: Through May 17
Where: Hanifl Performing Arts Center, White Bear 
Lake
Details: Lakeshore Players' presents a twist on the 
classic fairy tale “The Princess and the Pea.” Ticket 
information online.
Contact: lakeshoreplayers.orgScan for this week’s specials!
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ONCE UPON A STORYTIME: CAMOUFLAGED 
ANIMALS
When: 9-10 a.m. Tuesday, May 5
Where: Wargo Nature Center, 7701 Main St., Lino 
Lakes 
Details: Step into a world where imagination 
knows no bounds as our storyteller takes you on 
nature adventures through stories, songs, and 
crafts. Registration encouraged through Anoka 
County Parks. 
Contact: www.anokacountyparks.com 

CONTRIBUTED

Stay up to date  
on all things Press!

Check us on Instagram!
@presspubs
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• City staff received a conditional use permit (CUP) 
request from the owners of commercial property at  
7075 21st Avenue S. to provide flexibility to the code 
standards for the number of off-street parking spaces 
required on commercial property. The owner, FGS 
Properties LLC (Lukas Peters), is proposing to bring 
in a retail tenant for this site. However, the parking lot 
is not code compliant in that it lacks curbing, a bitu-
minous or concrete surface and the required number 
of parking spaces. The property must become code 
compliant before it can establish new uses on the site. 

The applicant and property owner proposed to rem-
edy the physical improvements by installing curbing 
and a new asphalt surface but requested a CUP to allow 
for flexibility in the total number of parking stalls re-
quired by code. A change of use requires a CUP to have 
flexibility with parking. The Planning and Zoning 
Commission held a public hearing over the request for 
a CUP for fewer than the required number of parking 
spaces and recommended approval of the request. City 
staff recommended six conditions of approval for the 
CUP, and council approved them all.

• After council addressed the issue of removing trees 
on city property adjacent to 6886 and 6890 Deer Court, 
they then discussed what the city’s tree removal policy 
would be in the future. There are approximately 16 
dead or hazardous ash and box elder trees leaning 
significantly toward the two properties adjacent to 
city-owned property. Some of the trees threaten to 
fall on homeowner outbuildings at 6886 and 6890 Deer 
Court. Other damage to spruce trees and underground 
drainage and irrigation could also result. 

Staff obtained two bids to remove the trees. The 
city will pay the low bidder, Dehn Tree Company Inc., 
$8,700 to remove the trees and restore the yard. The 

residents have their own trees to remove at their own 
expense. Money for the removal of city trees will come 
from general fund-park maintenance. The city antici-
pates having more dead trees to remove, said City Ad-
ministrator Athanasia Lewis, and wondered what the 
city’s policy should be, as this expense was not included 
in the city budget. Council Member Anita Rios suggest-
ed that the city revisit the budget and include costs for 
removing city trees in the budget. “We’re going to lose 
trees, and we have to take care of them,” she said. Rios 
also said she appreciated the low bid the city received 
for the current work. 

• The city contracts out for turf fertilizing and weed 
spraying services at City Hall and in the city’s parks 
every season. For 2026, TruGreen submitted an esti-
mate in the amount of $8,532 for services.  

• The city also has a portable toilet season and has 
received two quotes for those services. The low bid-
der, LRS company, will rent out and clean the city’s 
six handicapped toilets for an amount not to exceed 
$13,000. The provider will keep the cost for 2026 service 
the same as the 2025 cost, which is $135 per cleaning 
once each week.

• Council approved off-sale liquor and tobacco 
licenses for NY liquor, 7093 20th Avenue S., pending the 
establishment’s purchase. All the appropriate paper-
work has been submitted, and a successful background 
check has been completed by the Centennial Lakes 
Police Department.  

• Council approved a request from city staff to allow 
them to continue to take part in a rebate program with 
the Metropolitan Council. The program encourages 
annual water use reduction and reduced sewer flows. 
The Metropolitan Council will cover 80% of the grant, 
and Centerville 20%. Staff plans to apply for a $5,000 

grant with a cap of $150 per parcel. The participating 
homeowner will cover any costs that exceed $150 for 
replacement only. The grant will be implemented in 
early July. The city will pay $1,000 in match funding for 
the total rebate of $6,000. Money will be provided by the 
water fund.

• City budget includes funding for leadership devel-
opment opportunities. A provision in the city admin-
istrator’s contract calls for annual attendance at the 
International City/County Management Association 
(ICMA) national conference. However, the city’s ad-
ministrator is unable to attend this year’s conference 
and will receive executive coaching with Dave Webb of 
Homerun Leadership over a 12-month period. The cost 
of the leadership development coaching is similar to 
the cost of attending the ICMA conference. 

• City staff are working on updating the city’s capital 
improvement plan and requested the city engineer to 
complete an analysis of the existing water system and 
identify needed repairs and improvements. Costs for 
this work are not to exceed $3,974 and will use money 
from the water fund.

• In her city administrator’s report, Lewis noted that 
the Rice Creek Watershed District will give Centerville 
Lake its final alum treatment this spring. Anyone 
interested in applying for the City Council seat left 
vacant by the departure of David Kubat may stop by 
City Hall, visit the city website and click on the link for 
an application, email Lewis at alewis@centervillemn.
com, or call her at 651-792-7931. 

Loretta Harding
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Service times are subject to change during the coronavirus 
crisis. Contact your local church or check church web sites 

for service time and online service information.

5th and Bloom Ave, White Bear Lake • 651-429-3381 • www.fpcwbl.org

Sunday Worship
Livestreaming on

YouTube: FPCWBL 

Join us on Sunday:
10:15 am in-person Worship and 

Live-streaming on
YouTube: FPCWBL
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Celebrate 
Mass with us! 

                                                   
  
 

Saturday at 4:30 pm Parish Community Center 
6995 Centerville Rd, Centerville 
Sunday at 8:30 am St. John’s Site 

14383 Forest Blvd N, Hugo 
Sunday at 10:30 am Parish Community Center 

6995 Centerville Rd, Centerville 
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Lutheran Church
LCMSPastor Gregory S. Musolf 

807 Hwy. 97 SE, Forest Lake, MN

Worship - 9:00 AM SS/Bible Study - 10:30 AM
messiahlutheranmn.com • 651-464-6842
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Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 4/26/2026 Metro

Anyone can say they can fi x it, 
only we guarantee it...for life!

• Basement Waterproofi ng

• Foundation Repair

• Crawl Space Repair

Schedule your free inspection:
(844) 839-1112
* Certain terms and conditions apply. Ask your Foundation Specialist for details.                        Contractor ID BC807773
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Future veterans memorial moves onto design phase 
BY SHANNON GRANHOLM 

MANAGING EDITOR 

HUGO — The City Council 
has authorized the use of city 
funds to be used for the design 
of a future veterans memorial 
to be located at Lions Volunteer 
Park. 

Last July, the council gave 
the green light to the forma-
tion of a committee to plan for 
the memorial planned for the 
corner of 147th Street N and 
Finale Avenue N. (See “Hugo 
establishes committee to plan 
for a veterans memorial,” The 
Citizen, July 24, 2025.) 

The committee asked the 
council to approve the design 
guidelines for the memorial 
and to hire WSB for design 
services for $21,000, which will 
come from special park funds. 

“The committee has had 
some fun getting to this point,” 
said Parks Planner Shayla De-
naway. She explained that the 
committee looked at 50 images 
of existing veterans memorials 
with a variety of memorial 
types, scales, materials and 
landscaping, and ranked them 
for discussion purposes. 

Design guidelines require 
that the memorial: 

• Have multiple focal features 
• Provide reverent space for 

reflection 

• Engage with both memorial 
and park visitors 

The committee was drawn to 
a simple design with six stand-
alone monuments to represent 
each of the branches of the 
armed forces. The committee 
would also like to see flags, 
lighting and a floral display 
incorporated. 

“They liked the simplistic 
design and that it had seating 
areas and also fit in with the 
surrounding landscapes,” 
Denaway explained. “They 
appreciate a defined area, so 
you really know that you are in 
the memorial and not another 
portion of the park … Their 
thoughts are to create a memo-

rial that is traditional in style 
and will stand the test of time.”  

WSB has submitted a propos-
al for design services, which 
will include a kickoff meeting 
with city staff, two committee 
meetings, four 3D images to be 
used in marketing, and the site 
plan and electrical design. The 
Parks Commission recom-
mended the council approve 
both the design guidelines as 
well as the proposal from WSB. 

Denaway explained that the 
next phase in the process will 
likely kick off in June and is 
expected to last three to four 
months. 

“They look like they are well 
thought out and great goals. I 

think it will be a challenge to 
do all of that and fit it in, but 
we’ve got the right criteria and 
requirements documented, so I 
think that is a great start,” said 
Council Member Dave Strub. 

Council Member Mike Miron 
added, “I appreciate the work 
that the committee has done 
so far. This was always a goal 
in the master plan when the 
park was created, but it takes a 
group of people to get together 
and create the vision for what 
they want it to be … I think we 
have a really good mix of folks 
who have been involved in 
this work for a long time who 
brought forward some strong 
priorities and a vision of what 
this could be.” 

Mayor Tom Weidt questioned 
whether the vision for the 
memorial would still fit within 
the footprint that was laid out 
within Lions Volunteer Park. 
Denaway said that would be a 
key item of discussion in the 
next phase, but the commit-
tee has already had several 
discussions on the scale of the 
monument. “The committee 
has been fairly realistic in 
what their vision is. The park 
is still going to have space for 
Good Neighbor Days and all of 
those activities and be realistic 
in budget,” she said. 

“Hugo has had such a great 

history with the Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon network and, 
more importantly, the citizens 
who have supported the net-
work and the military in town 
that I want to make sure that 
we don’t shortchange this,” 
Weidt said. “It’s a fine line 
between having it there and 
noticeable and having it too 
small to be honorable. We have 
one chance to do it right. Let’s 
make sure it’s a very great rep-
resentation of the sacrifice that 
the military service members 
of Hugo have provided, not 
only to Hugo, but to the world.” 

He added that he wanted 
the memorial to be as “well 
designed” as Lions Volunteer 
Park. 

“I think you guys have done 
great work putting together 
the framework for this. The 
ideas look fantastic. It’s going 
to be really neat to see this go 
in,” Weidt said. “I don’t want to 
take a lot of time getting this 
done, either. I don’t want this 
to be one of those eight-year 
projects. Let’s move swiftly on 
this and get it installed so we 
can appreciate it and enjoy it.” 

Managing Editor Shannon 
Granholm can be reached at 
651-407-1227 or citizennews@

presspubs.com.

� CONTRIBUTED

The Veterans Memorial Committee gravitated toward a veterans memo-
rial design like the one pictured above, which features a simplistic design 
with seating that connects to its surroundings. 

CENTERVILLE TIDBITS



A bill for prioritizing fosters in school programs  

I
n Minnesota, close to 
6,000 children experience 
foster care on any given 
day. Children who are not 

placed with family are placed 
in foster homes, homes where 

the caregivers 
are strangers to 
them.

Many foster 
parents choose 
this role because 
they want to help 
children, whether 
by loving them, 
caring for them, 
or providing 
stability. Howev-
er, once they step 
into the role, they 
often realize that 
support from the 

county is minimal.
I experienced this firsthand as 

a foster parent who also works 
full-time as an educator. The three 
children placed in my home were 
all seven years old and under. 
When I tried to enroll them in 
before- and after-school programs, 
they were put on a waiting list. The 
children were too young to be left 
home alone, and sending them to a 
daycare outside of their school was 
not a feasible option for me. This 
forced me to decide between my job 
or continuing to foster.

That is why I am working 
alongside Representative Mary 
Frances Clardy, Foster Advocates 
and a community of advocates to 
advance legislation that prioritiz-

es youth in foster care and their 
caregivers when it comes to access 
to school programming.

For young people in foster care, 
instability is not an abstract con-
cept. It is a lived experience. Moves 
between homes can happen quick-
ly and more than once. Each move 
often brings a school change, a 
loss of trusted relationships, and a 
disruption to learning. Even when 
a school remains the same, every-
thing else around it may not.

In those moments, access to 
school programming can make all 
the difference, whether through 
before- and after-school care, 
summer programs, or enrichment 
opportunities. These are the spaces 
where young people build relation-
ships, find routine, and begin to 
feel grounded again.

But for foster families, access to 
these programs is far from guar-
anteed.

As a foster parent, you step in 
quickly, often with little notice, to 
meet a young person’s immediate 
needs. You are building trust, 
establishing routines, and trying 
to create a sense of safety. And 
then you encounter a system that 
tells you there is a waiting list. No 
priority. No flexibility. No acknowl-
edgment of urgency.

Stories like this are way too 
common. A foster parent unable 
to secure a spot in an after-school 
program, leaving them scrambling 
to cover care. A young person los-
ing access to an activity that helped 
them feel connected. Families 

doing everything right, only to find 
that the systems around them are 
not designed to support them.

The consequences ripple quickly. 
Instability rises, caregivers are 
stretched thin, and young people, 
already navigating trauma, are 
asked to adapt yet again.

Passing HF 3714 and SF 4879 
this legislative session would be a 
meaningful step toward removing 
these barriers and prioritizing 
timely access to afterschool pro-
gramming for foster youth. It also 
strengthens training and resourc-
es for foster parents and providers 
so they can better navigate school 
systems and plan ahead. And it 
encourages stronger coordination 
between schools and child welfare 
systems to reduce unnecessary 
barriers.

We know this not just from data, 
but from lived experience. This 
effort is grounded in community. It 
reflects the voices of Fosters, foster 
parents, educators and advocates 
who see both the challenges and 
the possibilities. There is strong 
support for doing better. But we 
need continued leadership to turn 
that support into action. If we want 
to give young people the stability 
they deserve, this is a place to start.

Zoua Vue is a Hugo resident who 
was a foster parent for five years. 

She is now the adoptive parent 
of her former foster children and 

works as a Peer Assistance Review 
educator for St. Paul Public Schools.
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Movers & 
Shakers

Zoua Vue

Mental Health 
Awareness 

Month

F
or those who don’t know, May is National 
Mental Health Awareness Month. May has 
been recognized as National Mental Health 
Awareness Month since 1949 to reduce 

stigma, educator the public and support those with 
mental health conditions. 

As someone who has struggled with mental health 
for almost a decade, it can be difficult asking for 

help. Some days it feels like I’m a 
ghost hovering above my own body 
and I can’t wait to crawl back into 
bed. Others, I am on Cloud 9 and 
never want the day to end. Mental 
health is never linear. It’s always 
changing. 

When I was 19, a song by one of 
my favorite artists, Harry Styles, 
called “Treat People with Kind-
ness” came out. Now, I don’t know 
how it happened, but the title of the 
song became my life mantra. If you 
listen to the song, you will find that 
it is about encouraging people to 
be genuinely kind to one another, 
make small positive changes and 
embrace a more welcoming world. 

Since listening to the song, I’ve worked on trying 
to change my mindset to look at the positives in the 
world instead of all the negatives. Instead of com-
plaining about having to wake up at 3 a.m. to go to 
the airport, I think to myself “How lucky am I to be 
able to afford to go on a fun trip with my friends (or 
family)!” Instead of complaining about how tired my 
legs are going to be after long walk with my parents 
on a Saturday afternoon, I think “I am so glad I’m 
able to move my body. I’m so glad I’m able to spend 
time with my parents.” 

Another thing I’ve tried to accomplish is not being 
afraid of complimenting strangers. It sounds weird, 
I know, but it pushes me out of my comfort zone. I 
know when I receive a compliment from someone, 
my mood instantly lifts, and I feel more confident. 
Why should I not provide those same feel-good feel-
ings to those around me? Who knows, your compli-
ment might just make someone’s day, or even their 
week. 

I’ve realized it is small positive changes, like these, 
can make all the difference in the world. 

While these changes have helped me, I know 
they might not work for everyone. And resources 
are available for those who might need extra help. 
Northeast Youth and Family Services (NYFS) 
serves a majority of Press Publications’ cities and 
serves students in the Centennial School District. 

NYFS is a local nonprofit mental health clinic and 
community service provider and has served the 
area since 1976. It offers therapy, medication man-
agement and community programs for individuals, 
families and couples, specializing in youth, children 
and adult services. The main NYFS office is located 
in Shoreview on Lexington Avenue N. 

Another resource available is the National Al-
liance on Mental Health, better known as NAMI. 
NAMI is the nation’s largest grassroots mental 
health organization. The organization provides 
a support group for those struggling with mental 
health conditions called NAMI Connection. Groups 
meet weekly, monthly, every other week or monthly 
depending on your location. Many of these support 
groups are virtual and attendance is open to every-
one across the country. 

If you, or someone you know is struggling with 
mental health issues, know you are not alone. Re-
sources can be found at, www.nami.org or nyfs.org. 

And remember to treat people, and yourself, with 
kindness. 

Madeline Dolby is an editor at Press Publications. 

Madeline’s 
Mail

Madeline Dolby
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National Day of Prayer

I
t is always good to have someone to talk to. Human 
beings are social creatures, and we are designed 
to be around others. Having conversations with 
others is healthy for us and is an important part of 

our mental health.
While we have always known this fact, it became 

so much more apparent during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. When we had to 
isolate ourselves, we quickly came to 
realize the value of interacting with 
others. While some people are natu-
rally more “extroverted” and enjoy 
conversing with others, we all need 
someone to talk to. 

May 7 is the National Day of Prayer. 
While we can pray and talk to God 
anytime, the National Day of Prayer is 
a great reminder of how God is always 
there for us to talk to. It was created in 
1952 by a joint resolution of the United 
States Congress and signed into law 

by President Harry S. Truman. During 
this time, many people faced a lot of uncertainty and 
were concerned about the world with the Korean War. 
The declaration of the National Day of Prayer was a 
reminder that everyone has someone they can talk to 
about anything: God.

The day is officially described as, “The President 
shall set aside and proclaim the First Thursday in May 
in each year, as a National Day of Prayer, on which the 
people of the United States may turn to God in prayer 
and meditation at churches, in groups, and as individ-
uals.” 

However, the roots of this day go back long before 
1952. Many of our Founding Fathers emphasized the 
importance of talking to God in prayer. In 1808, Thom-
as Jefferson said, “Fasting and prayer are religious 
exercises; the enjoining them an act of discipline. Ev-
ery religious society has a right to determine for itself 
the time for these exercises, and the objects proper for 
them, according to their own particular tenets; and 
right can never be safer than in their hands, where the 
Constitution has deposited it."

It is healthy for us to have someone to talk to. This is 
true for everyone, regardless of how much of an “extro-
vert” we are. Thankfully, God is always there to lend a 
listening ear!

Tim Heinecke is the pastor at New Life Church – Lu-
theran in Hugo.

BUSINESS BRIEF

9005 S Hwy Dr, Circle Pines, MN 55014
cowboyssaloon.co
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Pastor’s 
Ponderings

Tim Heinecke

Master Gardeners host 
annual plant sale May 16

Mark your calendars now for 
the annual Plant Sale and Gar-
den Expo from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, May 16, hosted by the 
University of Minnesota Exten-
sion Washington County Master 
Gardener Volunteer program. 
Home gardeners can buy a wide 
selection of plants, including 
varieties featured in ready-made 
garden exhibits, and get their 
gardening questions answered at 
a diagnostic clinic. The event will 
be held inside Building A at the 
Washington County Fairgrounds, 
located at Highway 5 and Man-
ning Avenue in Lake Elmo. 

The plant sale will feature 
annuals and perennials, Minne-
sota Seed Trial winners, native 
and prairie plants, monarch and 
pollinator plants, grasses, shade 
plants, both heirloom and hybrid 
tomatoes, herbs, vegetables and 
more. Plants are selected for 
their ability to thrive in the area. 
Master Gardener volunteers will 
be ready to offer expert advice on 
plant selection. 

The public is encouraged to 
bring in plant or insect samples 
to the diagnostic clinic for anal-
ysis and recommendations. The 
Garden Expo features education 
by specially trained tree care 
advisors, planting for pollinators 
and other gardening topics. A pro-
fessional sharpening service will 
also be on hand, so the public is 
encouraged to bring garden tools, 
knives and scissors to be sharp-
ened while they shop.

Proceeds from the sale help 
support our work, including 
growing produce to donate to food 
shelves, teaching science-based 
horticulture classes, helping build 
community gardens, and other 

efforts. “By buying plants at the 
sale, you not only walk away with 
ideal varieties for our area, but 
you also give back to the commu-
nity through supporting these 
efforts,’’ said Master Gardener 
volunteer Ruth Rathbun. 
For more information about the 
UMN Extension Washington 
County Master Gardener Volun-
teer Program, visit washington-
countymg.org. 

County Board approves 
design contract for CSAH 
32 project

The Washington County Board 
of Commissioners has approved 
an $857,728 contract with SRF 
Consulting Inc. for final design 
of the County State Aid Highway 
(CSAH) 32 Pedestrian and Safety 
Improvement Project.

CSAH 32 (11th Avenue South-
west) is an important east-west 
route in Forest Lake connecting 
CSAH 33 (Everton Avenue) to 
Trunk Highway (TH) 61 via the 
newer overpass over I-35, making 
this corridor a regionally import-
ant route. The pavement along 
this corridor from I-35 to TH 61 
(Lake Street) is in poor condition, 
and the road is experiencing 
growing traffic volumes, result-
ing in the need for improvements. 

Preliminary design, along 
with a robust public engagement 
plan, has been completed, and 
a final scope of work has been 
determined. This project will 
reconstruct CSAH 32 from I-35 
to Trunk Highway 61 and will 
include a new pedestrian trail, 
additional turn lanes, a new 
traffic signal at 12th Street SW, a 
new roundabout at Fourth Street 
SW and realignment of Forest 
Road to the west to connect to the 

new roundabout at Fourth Street 
SW. A new stormwater manage-
ment plan will be created and 
constructed to improve runoff to 
Clear Lake.

SRF Consulting provided the 
preliminary design services for 
the project. Project construction 
is scheduled to begin in the fall of 
2027.

Regional Rail Authority 
adopts property man-
agement ordinance

The Washington County Board 
of Commissioners, sitting as the 
Washington County Regional 
Rail Authority (WCRRA), adopted 
WCRRA Property Management 
Ordinance 222. The board’s action 
converts the former WCRRA 
Property Management Plan, ad-
opted in 2002, into an ordinance. 
Using an ordinance to manage 
property owned by the WCRRA is 
the same process the county uses 
to manage county-owned right of 
way.

In addition to the conversion 
of the structure of the document 
from a plan to an ordinance, the 
other changes include:

• Updated WCRRA-owned prop-
erty descriptions for consistency

• Expanded definition section
• Added language to provide 

flexibility in permit fee, if desired
• Clarified roles and responsi-

bilities between staff, the WCRRA 
Board, and the permit holder

• Updated references to current 
county policies and ordinances, 
including:

o Acceptable uses at county 
facilities

o Washington County and 
Hugo 2025 Memorandum of 
Understanding for Trunk 
Highway 61

COUNTY BRIEFS

Serving the community
To do a little spring cleaning, a group of volunteers 

from New Life Church – Lutheran recently picked up 
the trash along Frenchman Road to help take care of 
the community. New Life sponsors Frenchman Road 
as a part of Minnesota’s Adopt-A-Highway program.

New Life hosts Fix it Clinic 
New Life Church – Lutheran will host a Fix it Clin-

ic from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, May 16. The com-
munity is invited to this unique opportunity to have 
textiles or household items repaired by volunteers. 
Fixers and menders will do their best to fix items 
along with teaching the basics on how to make some 
of the repairs yourself. 

This event is designed to promote the spirit of 
reuse, reduce unnecessary waste and empower our 
community to extend the lifespan of their belong-
ings. Not only is it better for the environment to 
repair and reuse, it will also most likely save you 
money. 

Items to bring could include antique radios, blend-
ers, camping gear, chairs, toasters, lamps, clocks, 
fans, hair dryers, toys and small tables. Do not bring 
e-cigarettes, tobacco products, weaponry, gas-pow-
ered tools and any oversized items that cannot be 
carried in by a single person.

Attendees can bring up to three items to be fixed. 
New Life Church – Lutheran is located at 6000 148th 
St. N. in Hugo. 

CHURCH BRIEFS

� CONTRIBUTED

Workforce Development Board seeks 
business representatives

The Washington County Local Workforce Devel-
opment Board has several business representative 
vacancies. A business representative must be someone 
in a leadership position (policymaking and hiring au-
thority) at a private sector business within Washington 
County. It is also ideal that the person be in an industry 
that is in demand within Washington County, includ-
ing health care, manufacturing, construction or other 
key industries. 

Generally, representatives are expected to attend 
about four meetings each year, but there may be oppor-
tunities for additional meetings for strategic planning 
or events that are occurring across the county. To 
apply, or for more information, visit www.washington-
countymn.gov/1603/Workforce-Development-Board. 
Questions should be directed to Ryan Selock at Ryan.
Selock@washingtoncountymn.gov. 



The Washington County Sheriff's Office reported the 
following calls for service:

• Deputies on overnight patrol issued a written 
warning to a motorist speeding along 170th 
Street N. and Ingersoll Avenue N. at midnight 
March 13.

• A motorist was cited at 6:51 p.m. March 13 in 
the 4000 block of Frenchman Road for failure to 
provide proof of insurance following a traffic 
stop for expired registration.

• Hit-and-run was reported at 7:31 p.m. March 13 
in a parking lot near the 14000 block of Victor 
Hugo Blvd. N. After deputies arrived on scene 
and took statements from the victim, they later 
located the suspect vehicle while still on patrol. 
An inspection of the parked vehicle displayed 
damage that corresponded with damage to the 
complainant’s vehicle. A citation for hit-and-
run was placed on the suspect’s car.

• A motorist in the 5000 block of Frenchman 
Road was cited at 9:04 p.m. March 13 for expired 
registration and expired insurance, following a 
traffic stop for expired registration and illegal 
window tint.

• A Minnesota motorist was cited at 2:56 a.m. 
March 14 in the 5000 block of Egg Lake Road 
N. for failure to provide current proof of insur-
ance after being pulled over for a license plate 
light that was too dim, headlights that were not 
dimmed enough for oncoming traffic and for an 
object suspended from the rearview mirror.

• An oblivious driver in the 14000 block of Forest 
Blvd. N. was cited at 8:23 p.m. March 15 for us-
ing a cellphone while operating a motor vehicle.

• A boat that no one wanted was towed from 
the 12000 block of Falcon Court N. at 9:25 a.m. 
March 16, after deputies were approached by a 
citizen who was sick of the boat being parked at 
the end of his cul-de-sac. Deputies tracked down 
the last registered owner living in Wisconsin, 
who said he had gifted the boat to an unknown 
teenager more than 15 years ago and did not 
want the boat back. Deputies summoned Dan’s 
Towing to remove the boat, which was parked 
in the way of the Public Works Department 

when workers were trying to remove snow.
• Deputies cited a motorist on Frenchman Road 

and Oneka Parkway for expired registration 
at 4:26 p.m. March 16. A second motorist was 
issued a written warning on Forest Blvd. N. and 
170th Street N. at 4:37 p.m. March 17 for multiple 
equipment violations.

• Residents in the 6000 block of 177th 
Street N. reported two mailboxes 

struck by a vehicle that fled the scene 
overnight March 16-17.

• A business in the 13000 block of Fen-
way Blvd. N. reported a hole cut in their 

back fence overnight March 17-18. The 
suspect walked through the fenced-in 

equipment and materials area, but 
nothing was reported taken.

• A suspicious vehicle reported in the 4000 block 
of Victor Path N. at 9:58 a.m. March 18 turned 
out to belong to a security company.

• A resident in the 5000 block of 170th Street N. at 
1:12 p.m. March 18 reported his father, against 
whom he has a current harassment restraining 
order, for driving onto his property and making 
a U-turn before leaving.

• A motorist pulled over for expired registration 
at 7:10 p.m. March 18 on Heritage Parkway N. 
and Eminence Avenue N. was cited for driving 
after suspension. A second motorist pulled over 
at 9:11 p.m. March 18 on Frenchman Road and 
Oneka Parkway N. for tabs that expired in Au-
gust was cited for that violation. A third motor-
ist was cited at 11:38 p.m. March 18 in the 5000 
block of 137th Street N. for using their wireless 
communication device while operating a motor 
vehicle.

• Washington County Sheriff’s Office deputies 
responded to a theft report from the 15000 block 
of Grafton Avenue N. at 12:02 p.m. March. 19. 

• A motorist was cited at 9:06 p.m. March 19 for 
failing to stop at a stop sign in the 14000 block 
of Mercantile Drive. A second motorist was 
cited at 3:46 a.m. March 20 on Victor Hugo Blvd. 
N. and Frenchman Road for failure to provide 
proof of insurance following a traffic stop for no 
license plate on the vehicle. Two more motorists 
were cited for undisclosed offenses, the first at 
1:48 p.m. March 22 in the 14000 block of Forest 
Blvd. N., and the second at 2:13 p.m. March 22 

on Heritage Parkway. A fifth motorist was cited 
for speeding at 7:05 a.m. March 23 in the 6000 
block of 170th Street N. by deputies on routine 
patrol, who conducted a traffic stop.

• A suspicious vehicle checked out by deputies on 
routine patrol at 4:33 a.m. March 20 in the 7000 
block of 137th Street N. turned out to belong to 
people letting their dogs out for a run.

• A suspicious masked person reported in the 
mobile home park in the 15000 block of Forest 
Blvd. N. at 2:45 p.m. March 20 turned out to be a 
man cleaning his father’s vehicles and wearing 
the mask to avoid getting dust in his eyes, nose 
or mouth.

• A Hugo man was arrested at 6:28 p.m. March 20 
in the 15000 block of Forest Blvd. N. for disor-
derly conduct, lewd behavior, property damage 
and drug possession, after deputies were dis-
patched out to a report of an unruly adult who 
was breaking his father’s items. Deputies found 
the suspect outside urinating and detained him. 
During the routine search conducted at an ar-
rest, deputies found a large bag of drugs in the 
possession of the suspect.

• Deputies responded to the 17000 block of Henna 
Avenue at 3:14 p.m. March 21 on a report of a 
gas odor and located the source of the gas. Xcel 
Energy was summoned to the scene.

• Responding to a report of suspicious activity at 
4:23 a.m. March 22 in the 4000 block of Fairoaks 
Circle N., deputies located a vehicle with two 
occupants who claimed to live in the area. After 
they explained that they were just talking, 
deputies advised them to turn off their lights, as 
people were worried about them. In response, 
the couple left and headed to a different loca-
tion.

• A theft followed by a disturbance was reported 
at 8:01 p.m. March 22 in the 15000 block of En-
field Avenue.

• A semitruck was reported for idling outside a 
house in the 7000 block of 132nd Street N. at 1:03 
a.m. March 23. Deputies found the driver in his 
resting cab. When deputies spoke to the semi 
driver, he stated he had a delivery at 6 a.m. at a 
nearby residence. The semi was parked off the 
roadway and not violating any laws. The com-
plainant confessed that he was upset about the 
semi parking there.

• In the Case of the Horse on the Lam, a loose 
horse was reported near the intersection of 
170th Street N. and Forest Blvd. N. at 6:43 a.m. 
March 23.

Loretta Harding

POLICE REPORTS
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April 28 - May 3
vs. Iowa Cub
May 5 - 10

@ Las Vegas 
Aviators

Upcoming GamesUpcoming Games

Suzie is a sweet, 4-year-old 
Labrador retriever/rottweiler 
mix. She is an all-in-one mul-
tipurpose loyal companion, 
adventure seeker and snuggle 
buddy. Suzie weighs about 66 
pounds. She enjoys going for 
walks and playing outside. At 
the end of the day, she likes 
nothing more than cuddling 
up beside you. Suzie is always 
happiest when she is with her 
people. She is house-trained 
and leash-trained. Suzie is 
intelligent and likes to play 
with her toys; she especially 
likes to play fetch. She knows 
her basic commands and she 
is treat-motivated to learn 
more and become the best 
girl she can be. Suzie would do best as an only dog/
pet. She is a little shy when meeting new people, but 
with a gentle and respectful approach, Suzie warms 
up quickly. With patience, love and confidence-build-
ing, Suzie will become a wonderful companion. She 
is a sweet and loyal girl who just wants to be by your 
side. If you are interested in learning more about 
Suzie or adopting her, please fill out an application at 
www.ruffstartrescue.org. Once your application is 
received, Ruff Start Rescue will contact you as soon 
as possible.

WEEKLY WAG
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COUPONS 
May 2026

 651-407-1200 

PRESSPUBS.COM

Hugo Feed Mill Hugo Feed Mill 
& Hardware& Hardware

5582 146th St. N. | Hugo
651-429-3361

www.hugofeedmill.com

1 lb. FREE

10% OFF

$2.00 OFF

“Family Owned Since 1925”

Like us

Hw
y 

61

Cty Hwy 8

146th St. N.

Now is a great time to 
take care of your lawn. 
Take advantage of our 

great o� ers!

Call or visit our website for details
• Bedding Plants • Hanging Baskets 

• Vegetables • Organics
• Largest Selection of peppers & tomatoes in the metro area

• 400+ Varieties

C ll i it b it f d t il
Call or visit our website for detailsCall or visit our website for details
GREENHOUSE OPEN

FREE PEPPER PLANT!EE PEPPER PLA
Chosen by SteveChosen by Steve

with any $5 purchasewith any $5 purchase
HUGO FEED MILL  HUGO FEED MILL  5582 146TH ST. N.  •  HUGO  •  651-429-3361

While supplies last. 1 coupon per customer. Expires 6/30/15

FERTILOME ROOT STIMULATOR
1 lb, REG $9.501 lb, REG $9.50

$$6 6 9999  WITH COUPONWITH COUPON

HUGO FEED MILL  HUGO FEED MILL  5582 146TH ST. N.  •  HUGO  •  651-429-3361

1 coupon per customer. Expires 5/31/15

GET YOUR 
PLANTS OFF 
TO A GREAT 

START!

YOUR 
LOCAL 

FERTILOME 
DEALER

Now is a great time 
to take care of your 

lawn & visit our 
greenhouse

Call or visit our website 
for details

GREENHOUSE OPENING IN GREENHOUSE OPENING IN 
EARLY MAYEARLY MAY

With 500+ varieties of Peppers  
& Tomatoes, we have the Biggest & 

Best selection in the Metro Area!
Bedding Plants • Hanging Baskets  • Vegetables • Organics

Now is a great time to take 
care of your lawn & visit 

our greenhouse. 

Hugo Feed Mill  Hugo Feed Mill  
& Hardware& Hardware

“Family Owned Since 1923”
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WE ARE  
YOUR LOCAL 
 FERTILOME 

DEALER

5582 146th St. N. | Hugo

651-429-3361
www.hugofeedmill.com

FERTILOME ROOT STIMULATOR

1 Qt, REG. $13.951 Qt, REG. $13.95
$$889595  WITH COUPONWITH COUPON

1 coupon per customer. Expires 5/31/26

GET YOUR PLANTS OFF TO A GREAT START!GET YOUR PLANTS OFF TO A GREAT START!

HUGO LAWN SEED
BUY 2 lbs BUY 2 lbs 

GET 1 lb FREEGET 1 lb FREE
HUGO FEED MILL  HUGO FEED MILL  5582 146TH ST. N.  •  HUGO  •  651-429-3361

Max value $7.50. 
1 coupon per customer. Expires 5/31/26

HUGO FEED MILL  HUGO FEED MILL  5582 146TH ST. N.  •  HUGO  •  651-429-3361

7% OFF 
YOUR ENTIRE ORDER &

1 FREE
 21/2” Perennial  

with Purchase of $25 or more

M-F 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sat. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sun. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 6/23/2026

Buy Direct  
from the  

Grower & Save.

3781 Labore Rd., Vadnais Heights
651-248-9696

www.urbansfarmandgreenhouses.com

Curbside order and 
pickup available.

Call for more  
information.

***while supplies last

OPEN APRIL 25TH

85
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• Tomatoes - many varieties
•  Peppers -many varieties  

including world’s hottest
• Hanging  baskets
• Sun/shade coleus
• Rieger begonias
• Disease resistant impatiens
• Many bedding plants
• Geraniums
• Cole crops
• Herbs 
• Perennials
• And much more!

Apple  

Ford

$3 OFF $3 OFF 
a 12" Pansy Bowl a 12" Pansy Bowl 

Limit 3 discounted bowls 
with coupon.

One coupon per visit.
Expiration 5/31/26

$10 $10 OFFOFF  
off a $100 purchase  off a $100 purchase  
In Home & Garden In Home & Garden 

One coupon per visit.
Expiration 5/31/26

CostaProduceFarm.com 
9411 Dellwood Rd, 
St Paul, MN 55115

CostaProduceFarm.com 
9411 Dellwood Rd, St Paul, MN 55115

CostaProduceFarm.com 
9411 Dellwood Rd, St Paul, MN 55115

85
50
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Don’t Forget Don’t Forget 
Mom onMom on
May 10May 10thth

Kidz N Biz: Connecting community 1 booth at at time

� PHOTOS BY SHANNON GRANHOLM | PRESS PUBLICATIONS

The Hugo Business Association hosted the annual Kidz N Biz 
event Saturday, April 18 at Oneka Elementary School. The 
event included a variety of activities including inflatables, 
balloon-animal making, face painting, prize drawings, dance 
performances and more. Attendees who stopped by The 
Citizen booth were invited to a front page photo opp. 
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Otter Lake Road improvement project receives stamp of approval
The Lino Lakes City 

Council has ordered 
the Otter Lake Road 
improvement project, 
approved the plans and 
specifications and autho-
rized the advertisement 
for bid for the project in a 
5-0 vote. 

The project includes 
trunk sanitary sewer and 
water main, a regional 

stormwater conveyance 
and ponding system, and 
street and pedestrian/ 
bicycle improvements. 

According to City Engi-
neer Diane Hankee, the 
new road, which includes 
two roundabouts, will ex-
tend from north of Main 
Street to a merge point 
with 24th Avenue, just 
north of Heritage Park-

way in Hugo. The project 
also includes paving the 
gravel section of Elm-
crest Avenue/24th Ave-
nue from approximately 
400 feet north of Heritage 
Parkway to Washington 
County Road 4A/Anoka 
County Road 140. 

In August 2023, the 
council authorized the 
preparation of the plans 

and specifications for 
the Otter Lake Road 
improvement project. 
The extension of Otter 
Lake Road, north of 
Main Street, is identified 
in the city’s 2040 Com-
prehensive Plan as an 
arterial roadway provid-
ing access to the city’s 
commercial and industri-
al corridor along I-35E. 

According to Hankee, 
planning for the corridor 
has been underway since 
the late 2000’s. 

A master plan for Otter 
Lake Road was com-
pleted in 2022. The plan 
identified a preferred 
alignment for the road-
way connecting to 24th 
Avenue. 

The estimated con-
struction cost is around 
$10.8 million. The esti-
mated total project cost 
including right of way, 
contingency and over-
head, is approximately 
$14.9 million. Funding 
for the project, according 
to Hankee, is through 
municipal state aid, the 
trunk area and unit 
fund, the surface water 
management fund, cost 

share with Hugo and a 
local road improvement 
grant. 

The local road im-
provement grant is in the 
amount of $1.5 million. 
Hankee said the 50/50 
cost share with Hugo in 
the amount of $375,000 is 
for paving Elmcrest Ave-
nue/ 24th Avenue, which 
serves as the border 
between the two cities. 
Hankee added that a joint 
powers agreement is 
being crafted and will be 
presented to the council 
at a future meeting. 

According to the proj-
ect timeline, construc-
tion would begin in June 
2026 and be completed by 
Aug. 31, 2027. 

Madeline Dolby
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SubscribeSubscribe

You don’t know what you have...You don’t know what you have...

With your support 
we can continue to 
be your best source 

for community  
information

until it’s gone$60 for a 24 month Subscription $____________

$36 for a 12 month Subscription $____________

Additional amount to Support Journalism 
$____________

Please tip my carrier     $______________

Total amount enclosed  $_____________

Today’s date: ______________________

651-407-1200
circ@presspubs.com

Please detach this portion and mail with your payment.

Press Pubs Account# (Optional) :

Name:

Address:
City/State/Zip:

Phone: 

Email: 

I want to receive the email newsletter

Check payable to Press Publications or
Credit Card: -Visa -Mastercard -Discover -AMEX

#: 

Expires:                                        3 Digit Code:  

 
Fill out form 
above or scan 
QR code for
subscription form 
at presspubs.com

Subscribe Today
With your print subscription you also gain access 

to all the online news at presspubs.com

Subscribers receive up to
$100 value in loyalty coupons

Fill out the form and mail it in to 
Press Publications

4779 Bloom Ave
White Bear Lake, MN 55110

MMay;E08451;3.32x5 (25Sp)

www.4seasonsairwbl.com
651-426-5254

4457 White Bear Pkwy, Ste. B, White Bear Lake, MN 55110

Saving never 
 felt so good.

*See dealer for details.
©2026 Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

Up To $1,800 in 
Lennox Rebates*

12 or 18 Month 
Financing

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL: $148 Furnace or Air Conditioner  
safety and operation check. 

$59 for each additional piece checked while there. Consumables are additional.

Up to $3,050 in  
Local Utility Rebates

E08451-26Sp-3.32x5.indd   1E08451-26Sp-3.32x5.indd   1 4/13/26   3:54 PM4/13/26   3:54 PM

85
61

07

Lunch just got 
an upgrade!

Cooper’s Kitchen & Spirits 
1190 County Road J,  

White Bear Lake 
(651) 846-9945
cooperswbl.com

Grab your coworkers, meet a friend or take 
a well-deserved solo break.

Lunch at Cooper’s is always a good idea

• Fast, fresh and perfect for your 
lunch break

• Options for every appetite
• Relaxed atmosphere, great vibes

85
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Stacey Stout secures Republican en-
dorsement for House District 33A seat 

Mahtomedi resident Stacey Stout 
has won the Republican endorsement 
for Minnesota House District 33A 
seat. The seat, which is comprised 
of Mahtomedi, Dellwood, Grant, 
Hugo and Forest Lake, is currently 
held by Rep. Patti Anderson, who 
has announced she will not run for 
reelection. 

Stout has been an attorney for over 
25 years. She has been a member of the Mahtomedi 
School Board for the past 10 years, for four years as 
chair. Stout’s priorities include quality education, 
accountability and lower taxes. She lives in Mahtome-
di with her husband Tim and their two sons. For more 
information, visit https://staceystout.com. 

POLITICAL BRIEF
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Note: Events are 
subject to change or 
cancellation. Please 

call or check online for 
the most up-to-date 

information.

Vineyards  
& Breweries

UPCOMING EVENTS

NEW LOCATION!
Vadnais Heights

OPEN WED-SUN

AAWWAARRDD  WWIINNNNIINNGG  
BBEEEERR
BBRREEWWEEDD  RRIIGGHHTT  
HHEERREE!!
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Take Comfort. Drink Well.Take Comfort. Drink Well.
We invite you to try our award winning wines 
along with our wine slushies, hard cider, craft 

beer and our scratch-made food menu.

rusticroots.wine

Join us for live music every Sunday afternoon from 3 - 6pm
651.433.3311 • 20168 St. Croix Trail N

TRAVEL 
GUIDE

Travel doesn’t always mean packing a bag and 

making flight reservations. The perfect day trip 

awaits throughout the greater Twin Cities area 

and beyond. Escape the everyday with a relaxing 

drive along winding roads, explore small town 

charm and point yourself away from your oft vis-

ited locales. Take a day tour off the traditional 

beaten path to discover natural vistas, beautiful 

venues and welcoming people—prepared for your 

visit in the most hospitable way. 

The perfect day trip.

1

Two Silo Winery & Vineyard
7040 117th St. N, Grant, MN

twosilowinery.com

  @twosilo

Two Silo Winery 
& Vineyard

A Weekend Worth Savoring. Trade 
crowded city nights for vineyard sunsets 
at Two Silo Winery & Vineyard in Grant, 
Minnesota. Our 22-acre estate blends 
historic farmhouse charm with modern 
luxury, just minutes from the Twin Cities. 
Enjoy small-batch wines, curated tasting 
flights, and elegant farm-inspired fare 
in a cozy, sophisticated setting. Extend 
your stay in our vineyard-view farmhouse, 
perfect for intimate gatherings or refined 
weekend escapes. Sip. Stay. Savor.

85
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Two Silo Winery 
& Vineyard

A Weekend Worth Savoring. Trade 
crowded city nights for vineyard sunsets 
at Two Silo Winery & Vineyard in Grant, 
Minnesota. Our 22-acre estate blends 
historic farmhouse charm with modern 
luxury, just minutes from the Twin Cities. 
Enjoy small-batch wines, curated tasting 
flights, and elegant farm-inspired fare 
in a cozy, sophisticated setting. Extend 
your stay in our vineyard-view farmhouse, 
perfect for intimate gatherings or refined 
weekend escapes. Sip. Stay. Savor.

@twosilo

Enjoy small-batch wines, 
curated tasting flights, and 

elegant farm-inspired fare in 
a cozy, sophisticated setting. 

Extend your stay in our 
vineyard-view farmhouse, 

perfect for intimate gatherings 
or refined weekend escapes. 

Sip. Stay. Savor.
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“A premier destination “A premier destination 
for all good things”for all good things”

101 Hwy 96 East, Dellwood  
7vinesvineyard.com

651-478-6300  
info@7vinesvineyard.com 

7 Vines
Vineyard
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4 1 Big Wood Brewery
Vadnais Heights, MN

Grant, MN

Dellwood, MN

Scandia, MN

St. Croix Falls, WI

Two Silo Winery

7 Vines Vineyard

Rustic Roots Winery

Dancing Dragonfly
Winery

1

2

3

4

Every Sunday: Acoustic Sunday 1 - 4 pm Dancing Dragonfly 
Every Wednesday: Key Chain Kash 8:30pm Big Wood Brewery
Every Thursday: The Initials Game LIVE! 7-9pm Big Wood Brewery
Every Friday: 80's Rewind with DJ Matt Kotefka 5-8pm Big Wood Brewery
May 2: Two Brothers MS Fundraiser 11 am Two Silo 
May 2: Event for a Cure Food - Wine - Beer 12 - 5 pm Two Silo 
May 2: Live music Ryan Sullivan 2 - 5 pm Two Silo 
May 3: Pet Fair  12 - 3pm Rustic Roots 
May 3: Live music Mia Dorr 2-5 pm Two Silo 
May 5: Trivia with Ryan 6:30 - 8pm Rustic Roots 
May 6: Poetry & Sound 6 - 8pm Rustic Roots 
May 7: Trivia Night 6:30 - 8 p.m. Dancing Dragonfly 
May 9: Puppy Yoga (Ticketed event) 10-3 7 Vines 
May 9: Mother's Day Mini-Market 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Dancing Dragonfly 
May 9: Music by The Jimtones 6-9pm Big Wood Brewery 
May 10: Mother's Day 11am - 8pm Rustic Roots 
May 10: Mother's Day at the Winery open hours Dancing Dragonfly 
May 10: Live Music - Gary LaRue (Ticketed event) 2-5pm 7 Vines 
May 10: Music: Claire Isakson 3 - 6pm Rustic Roots 
May 10: Mother's Day Yoga 5:30 - 6:30pm Rustic Roots 
May 11: 3D Paper Art Design Class 5 - 7:30pm Rustic Roots 
May 12: Bingo  6:30 - 8pm Rustic Roots 
May 13: Live Music - Mike Bustin 5-8pm 7 Vines 
May 13: Cribbage Tournament 5:30 - 7pm Rustic Roots 
May 15: Art at the Winery 6 p.m. - 8:30 pm. Dancing Dragonfly 
May 16: Twin Cities Vintage Flea Market  Big Wood Brewery
May 16: Music by Paul Berger's Trip 6-9pm Big Wood Brewery
May 17: Candle Making Class 1 - 4pm Rustic Roots 
May 17: Live Music - Tyler Herwig 2 - 5pm Two Silo 
May 17: Music: Chris Bertrand 3 - 6pm Rustic Roots 
May 19: Trivia with Ryan 6:30 - 8pm Rustic Roots 
May 20: Live Music - Becky Rae Dalton 5-8pm 7 Vines 
May 21: Summer Artisans' Market 4 - 7pm Rustic Roots 
May 21: Trivia Night 6:30 - 8 p.m. Dancing Dragonfly 
May 23: Music by The Flannel Brothers 6-9pm Big Wood Brewery
May 24: Music: Riverside Unplugged 3 - 6pm Rustic Roots 
May 26: Bingo  6:30 - 8pm Rustic Roots 
May 27: Monthly Book Club 5:30 - 6:30pm Rustic Roots 
May 27: Cribbage Tournament 5:30 - 7pm Rustic Roots 
May 27: Live Music - Billy McLaughlin 5-8pm 7 Vines 
May 28: Give Back Night 4 - 7pm Rustic Roots 
May 30: Kolsch Event!  noon - 9pm Big Wood Brewery
May 30: German music by "Squeezy" Wes Miller 6-9pm Big Wood Brewery
May 31: Live Music - Steve Cassavant 2 - 5 pm Two Silo 
May 31: Live Music - Mark Stary 2-5pm 7 Vines 
May 31: Music: Flannel Brothers 3 - 6pm Rustic Roots

• A permit for fireworks and a tem-
porary liquor license has been granted 
to the Hugo Lions Club for Hugo Good 
Neighbor Days, which is scheduled for 
June 5-8. A special event permit was 
also granted to New Life Church – Lu-
theran to hold an outdoor service and 
picnic June 7 as a part of Good Neigh-
bor Days.

• The council has granted a special 
event permit for an outdoor Christian 
music event from 6 to 9:30 p.m. Friday, 
July 24, at the home of Jodi Hemann, 
located at 13327 Goodview Ave. Approx-
imately 75 to 100 people are expected to 

attend the event. Music will be played 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. and a food truck and 
portable toilet will be available on site. 

• The city will pay $171,130 to Enviro-
tech Services for the 2026 dust control 
project. The city currently applies dust 
control to approximately 23 miles of 
gravel roads located within its munic-
ipal boundaries. Staff will work with 
May Township to cost share for the ap-
plication of dust control on the shared 
portion of Keystone Avenue. Two 
quotes for dust control were received. 
The low quote was from Envirotech 
Services at $1.57 per gallon. Envirotech 

Services will deliver and place a total 
of 109,000 gallons of calcium chloride in 
two separate applications, once in mid-
June and again in mid-August.

• The city’s accounting software will 
no longer be supported come Dec. 31. 
City staff conducted a review of re-
placement software options and demon-
strations were completed with three 
vendors including BS&A, GovSense 
and Tyler Technologies’ ERP (Enter-
prise Resource Planning) Pro product. 
All three vendors offer robust ERP 
solutions with functionality extending 
beyond finance to support operations in 

the building department and planning 
and zoning. City staff selected, and 
council approved, moving forward with 
BS&A software, as it can migrate data 
from the city’s existing software. 

• Liz Cinqueonce, president of the 
Hopkins Schoolhouse and Heritage 
Center, recently visited the council to 
provide an update on efforts to restore 
the old schoolhouse. 

The next City Council meeting will be 
at 7 p.m. Monday, May 4, at City Hall. 

Shannon Granholm 

HUGO BITS AND PIECES
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Clutch hits, Miller’s arm 
lift Bears to 3-0 week

BY BRUCE STRAND
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

Three pitching gems by Lily Mar-
tin — four hits, 35 strikeouts in 21 
innings — and two big swings of the 
bat by Allie Casemore highlighted a 
3-0 week by White Bear Lake softball.

The Bears (6-2) won 4-3 over East 
Ridge (3-4) as Miller, senior right-
hander, had a three-hitter, with an 
error leading to three unearned runs. 
RBI hits were delivered by Kendall 
Roeser, Allie Castro, Camille Castro 
and Maddie Pearson.

Miller twirled a no-hitter with 13 
strikeouts in a 3-0 win over Roseville 
Area (0-9). Casemore belted a two-run 
double in the first inning, to deep 
right-center, on a 3-2 count after foul-
ing off four pitches. Martin singled 
home the third run two innings later.

Martin gave up one single and 
struck out 15 in a 2-0 win over 
Mounds View-Irondale (6-5). Case-
more, for the second straight game, 
smacked a two-run double in the first 

inning. MVI’s Annalise Foley held the 
Bears to seven hits and one walk.

BRUCE STRAND | CONTRIBUTED

Lily Martin grins after ending an inning with 
a strikeout against Roseville Area.

Andrew Russell, Mahtomedi senior track-and-field standout, high-
jumped 6 feet, 10 1/4 inches at Metro East mid-season meet last 
week, the best leap in the state this season. Russell was state Class 
2A champion with 6-7 last June and had a season best of 6-10. His 
personal best is 6-10 3/4 in an indoor meet in January. Russell has 
also placed second in long jump in three meets with a long of 20-7 
and runs the 4x100 relay that placed second in the MEC meet. The 
6-foot-5, 170-pound athlete averaged 6.7 points on Mahtomedi’s 
25-4, section runner-up basketball team this winter.

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Andrew Russell
Mahtomedi Track & Field

April 30, 2026

4457 White Bear Parkway,
Ste B, White Bear, MN 55110
651-426-5254
info@4seasonsairwbl.com

Cougars clip Elks with  
homer hat trick

The Centennial 
Cougars slammed 
three home runs in a 
13-3 win at Elk River 
on Tuesday in their 
only game last week. 
The Cougars are 5-1. 
Grace Nickle hit a solo 
homer in the fourth 
inning. During a 
seven-run burst in the 
sixth, Khloe Walde-
mar, pinch-hitting, 
cranked out a two-run 
homer, and Kendall 
Cochran capped off the 
rout with a three-run 
blast, both clearing 
the center field fence. 
Denver Hogberg was 
2-for-4 (two doubles, 
three runs), Lilly 
Renslow 2-for-4 and 
Kendall Innes 2-for-3 
(double, RBI). Kendal 
Saffert threw 4 2/3 in-

nings (two runs, seven 
strikeouts) and got the 
win with Brooklyn 
Springman getting the 
last four outs (one run, 

three strikeouts). 

Bruce Strand

� CONTRIBUTED 

Kendall Cochran, Grace Nickle and Khloe Waldemar posed 
with a bat after each of them homered against Elk River. 

BEARS SPORTS BRIEFS

FLAG FOOTBALL
White Bear Lake’s first-

year girls flag football 
team made its debut at 
Mahtomedi with a loss to 
Forest Lake, 31-7, and a 
win over Stillwater, 20-14. 
With less than a minute 
left, Maddy Thompson 
snagged a pass in the end 
zone from Chloe Theissen 
to break a 14-14 tie. 

BASEBALL
The Bears (2-5) picked 

up their first two wins, 
over Park 5-2 and Iron-
dale 18-1, while losing to 
Cretin-Derham Hall 10-0, 
all on the road. Against 
Park (1-8) Jack Kook 
threw a four-hitter with 
five strikeouts, Logan 
Magnuson singled home 
two runs and Max But-
ters had an RBI single. 
CDH (3-2) got home runs from Davis 
Fleming, Harrison Falk and Joe Fenlon 
(grand slam) against the  Bears. Brody 
Laschom took the loss. Against Irondale 
(0-5) the Bears had 18 hits and 14 walks. 
William Connors was 3-for-5 (double, 
two RBI’s, three steals), Magnuson 2-for-
4 (triple, four RBI’s), Miles Oklobzija 
2-for-2 (RBI, three runs), and Kook 2-for-5 
(RBI). Jackson Kolb threw four innings 
(one run, nine strikeouts) for the win 
and Joseph Setter finished.

VOLLEYBALL
White Bear Lake notched its first win, 

over Richfield 25-23, 24-21, 22-25, 25-16. 
Stillwater defeated the Bears (1-4) 25-19, 
25-20, 22-25, 25-13.

GIRLS GOLF
In two nine-team Suburban East 

meets, White Bear Lake placed fifth at 
Tanners Brook in Forest Lake and sixth 
at Prestwick in Woodbury. East Ridge 
won both with 161 and 167. The Bears 
totaled 182 at Tanners Brook as Adelle 
Blasing and Maddy Vang shot 44’s and 
Macie Marston and Lily Sjostrom shot 
48’s. The Bears totaled 188 at Prestwick 
where Vang had 40, Sjostrom 46, Lilly 
Maietta 50 and Nora Hall 52.

GIRLS TRACK
White Bear Lake placed third of six 

teams in a true-team format at Hopkins, 
won by Edina.  The Bears had three 
of the top five in shot put — Madelyn 
Erickson first (39-5), Karen Enow second 
(34-5) and Pearl Niemioja fifth (33-6) — 
and three of the top six in discus — Enow 
first (120-9), Niemioja fourth (102-5) and 

Jinet Dimanou sixth (100-6). 
Also winning were Arianna 
Minor (high jump, 5-0), Grace 
Mueller (triple jump, 34-5) 
and Mabel Nethercut (3200 
run, 11:36). Piper Heinsohn 
was second in the 400 (1:01)

GIRLS LACROSSE
White Bear Lake is 5-1 after 

a busy week in which they 
routed Irondale 17-1 and Tot-
ino-Grace 22-5 while absorb-
ing their first loss, to Still-
water 8-7. Against Irondale, 
Cayla Helmberger netted five 
goals, Rylan West three, and 
Olive Holvig and Whitney 
Fleming two each. Against 
Stillwater (4-1), Helmberger 
tallied five goals and Olivia 
Simpkins and Whitney Flem-
ing one each. Harper Laden, 
goalie, saved eight of 14 shots. 
Against Totino, West had six 
goals, Helmberger four, and 

Kylee Lehman, Kayla Swanson, Simp-
kins, Holvig and Hazel Holvig two each. 
Helmberger and West, both sophomores, 
lead with 21 goals apiece.

BOYS LACROSSE
White Bear Lake (3-2) dueled two un-

beaten teams last week, beating Irondale 
14-9  and losing to Stillwater 8-6. Wyatt 
Raleigh logged five goals and six ground 
balls against Irondale (5-1). Colton Butts 
and Gavin Huot added three goals each 
and Liam Maloy two. Tanner Olsen won 
seven ground balls. Reid Vickstrom, 
goalie, made 11 saves against Irondale 
and 15 against Stillwater (6-0), keeping 
it close. Butts had three goals, Huot two 
and Raleigh one against the Ponies.

TENNIS
The Bears (4-2) lost to Stillwater 4-3, 

getting singles wins from Martin Hen-
nig, Mason Voeller and Brooks Peltier at 
2-3-4. Stillwater beat Graham Hennig at 
1-singles and swept the doubles. 

BOYS GOLF
White Bear Lake placed 13th of 18 

teams in The Preview, an annual gala 
featuring many of the best teams in the 
state, at Edinburgh in Brooklyn Park. 
The Bears scored 625 with Easton Fiddle 
shooting 76-69-145 for ninth place, Grady 
Geifer 80-72-152, Cody Olinger 83-80-163, 
and Thomas Pederson 83-83-165. Edina 
won with 572 led by Sander Ohe, medal-
ist with 70-67-137.

Bruce Strand

� BRUCE STRAND | CONTRIBUTED

Maddy Thompson (10) and 
Sophie Menier celebrated 
Thompson’s touchdown 
catch against Stillwater.

Zephyr flag footballers start 2-0
Mahtomedi’s girls 

flag football team, 
defending state champi-
ons, started their 2026 
season with two wins at 
home, over Stillwater 

19-0 and Forest Lake 
28-20. This is the second 
year of the club team 
program sponsored by 
the Vikings. Freshman 
quarterback Katelyn 

O’Connor passed for 348 
yards (31-for-48) and six 
touchdowns in the two 
games, reported coach 
Nick Sullivan.

� BRUCE STRAND | CONTRIBUTED

Neven Leopold, Mahtomedi senior, twisted backward to make a juggling catch of a pass Sunday.
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affordable, high-quality dining
• Chicken Wings, a category that’s sure to spark a debate
• Best Electrician, spotlighting skilled trades and essen-

tial services
• New Business, celebrating recent additions to the 

local landscape
“Some ideas come from us, but a lot come di-

rectly from readers and even businesses,” Steele 
added. “People will call and say, ‘How do you not 
have this category?’ and we’ll realize — it’s a 
great addition.”

While returning favorites remain, these 
additions aim to capture both everyday needs 
and evolving tastes.

A boost for local businesses
For many businesses, being named a “Best 

of” winner carries real impact. Past honorees 
such as the Hugo American Legion and Cabin 
61 have seen increased visibility and customer 
engagement following recognition in the contest.

“When a business is nominated year after year, 
it tells other readers that the place is trusted and au-
thentic,” Steele noted. “It shows consistency and that 
they’re doing something right.”

That visibility is especially meaningful for small and locally 
owned businesses that rely heavily on community support and 
word of mouth.

How it works
The process begins with nominations, when readers can submit 

their favorite businesses and organizations across a range of cat-
egories. After the nomination period closes, the top contenders 

move on to a voting round, where the community deter-
mines the final winners.

Specific timelines for nomination and voting phases 
will vary slightly across publications, but all contests 

will be accessible through the “Best Of” section at 
presspubs.com.

Participants are encouraged to nominate early and 
often, which helps ensure that their favorite spots 
make it onto the ballot. “Every year, we’ve seen 
growth in participation,” Steele indicated. “We’ve 
never gone backward — it continues to build mo-
mentum.”

A reflection of the community
At its core, the Readers’ Choice Best of the Press 

Contest is less about rankings and more about recogni-
tion. It highlights the places people 

return to, the services they trust 
and the businesses that help shape 
everyday life in their communities.

As nominations open at the end of April, 
readers once again have the chance to 

weigh in — and to make sure their local favor-
ites get the recognition they deserve.

BEST OF: Allows readers a chance to weigh in on their local favorites
FROM PAGE 1

Lettuce celebrate: Joe Faiad retires after 48 years in grocery
BY SHANNON GRANHOLM 

MANAGING EDITOR 

Joe Faiad’s first job was in the grocery store, and he’s 
never looked anywhere else. 

“When I was 15 years old, my father told me I needed 
to find something to do, so he drove me down to the 
old Knowlan’s main office and I put in an application,” 
Faiad explained. A few months later, after he turned 16, 
Knowlan’s hired him on April 26, 1978. 

Perhaps a grocery store was in his blood. His grand-
father, also named Joe Faiad, owned Faiads Grocery 
on West Seventh Street in St. Paul for nearly 40 years.

Young Joe worked in the produce department at the 
Knowlan’s store on Randolph Avenue in St. Paul until 
1982, when he was promoted to a full-time position at 
the Roseville location. 

“I’ve worked at pretty much all of our stores,” he 
said. In his 48 years with Knowlan’s (21 years)/Festival 
(27 years), Faiad has held the titles of produce manag-
er, assistant manager and store manager, but for the 
past eight years or so, he has worked in the produce 
department at the Hugo Festival store as a senior retail 
specialist. Prior to that, he worked at the Festival in 
White Bear Lake. 

He credits his work family, which he calls his “bo-
nus” family, for his choice to stay in the industry for 
so long. “My work family has always been a vital part 
of my life. They've been a part of the group of people 
who've helped me navigate the last 48 years,” he said. “I 
realized at a young age that it made me feel good to be a 
part of this work group … I wasn't afraid to work hard, 
and I've taken lots of pride over the years in doing the 
best job that I could. I certainly didn't want to let those 
early mentors of mine down. It meant so much to feel 
appreciated and valued.” 

Hugo Festival Produce Manager Brian Mishler has 
known Faiad for over 20 years. They met while work-
ing at the Lexington store. “Joe is probably one of the 
hardest workers you can have. He is a workhorse,” 

Mishler said. “He is very particular in how things are 
filled and likes things to be a certain way.” 

Produce Supervisor Paul Leslie has known Faiad for 
20 years but has served as his supervisor for approxi-
mately eight of them. “You will not find a harder-work-
ing guy,” he said. “His dedication to quality … the 
community really benefited from his work ethic.” 

Store Director Robin Mishler (No relation to Brian) 
added, “Joe is one of the kindest men you will ever 
meet. He is a strong and dedicated employee, whom I 
personally will miss very much. He has an infectious 
smile that lights up a room and makes everyone’s day 
better when they walk into the room. He has been 
the perfect greeter of customers when they arrive at 
Festival.” 

Perhaps the best part of Faiad’s career was that it 
introduced him to his wife, Leah. 

“I was at the Roseville store, and one of the senior 
cashiers (Barb Hoag) knew that I was dating a gal, and 
she wasn't as serious as I was. So, one day by the time 
clock, she told me, ‘If you ever are looking, and you see 
a girl here in Roseville, let me know. I know just about 
every girl in Roseville.’  She pulled out her billfold, and 
she had a slew of pictures that literally went down to 
the floor,” Faiad said. “Then a couple of years after that 
… I was managing, and Barb was my front-end gal. I 
saw Leah come in with her mom… I kind of winked 
at Barb, like, ‘Do you remember what you told me two 
years ago?’ and I nodded towards Leah. And next thing 
I know, Barb was talking to both her and her mom, and 
she came back and she told me, ‘Her name's Leah. She's 
23, and as far as I know, she's available.’” Barb set them 
up, and 40 years later, they are still together. They have 
three sons. 

Leah has worked at Northview Dental in Shoreview 
for 42 years. In addition, this year she will celebrate her 
50th anniversary of working at the Minnesota State 
Fair. “We both have longevity in what we do,” Faiad 
said. 

Faiad has been contemplating retirement for a couple 

of years, but finally decided it was time, so that he 
could spend more time with his three grandchildren. 
He said the physical aspect of the job was catching 
up with him. His arthritis in his feet and hands has 
worsened. “My doctor said the only thing I can decide 
is how I want to use what's left of my joints because 
there's nothing really that can be done to make it bet-
ter,” he explained. 

This summer, Faiad is looking forward to being 
a part of “Grandma camp,” when they watch their 
grandchildren on Fridays. “When I was working, I 
didn’t get to partake in that as much,” he said. He said 
he’s also looking forward to getting to a lot of the things 
he hasn’t had the time to do while he was working. The 
only travel plans he has as of now are trips to see his 
uncle in Tennessee. 

“I’m a pretty simple person,” he said.
He said he will forever be grateful to the Knowlan’s/

Festival team for providing him with so many oppor-
tunities. “I've had the privilege of being associated 
with wonderful colleagues, vendors and customers, 
and have made lifelong friends along the way,” he said. 
“I have so many good memories to cherish. It's been 
a pleasure to be a part of the team, and I'll be forever 
grateful.” 

Managing Editor Shannon Granholm can be reached 
at 651-407-1227 or citizennews@presspubs.com.

Joe Faiad was hired by 
Knowlan’s on April 26, 1978. 
Here he is pictured at the 
Roseville store in 1984. 

Joe Faiad makes his last 
punch out at the Festival 
store in Hugo April 24, 2026.

� PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

Joe pictured with his wife Leah, who he met while working 
at the Roseville store. They have been together for over 40 
years and have three sons together. 

scan to nominate

Festival celebrated Joe with a lettuce-themed cake to honor 
his many years of service in the produce department.
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Meet Your Specialist

A Cut Above Tree Service is family owned and operated. We are licensed by the state of Minnesota and have a long history of 
integrity and quality in everything we do. With almost 20 years experience, we are the go-to partner providing a broad range of tree 
services to the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota. Our mission is simple; deliver the highest possible quality service 
at a fair and competitive price. At A Cut Above Tree Service we take great pride in paying attention to detail, safety, and clean up.

We are proud of our long list of satisfi ed customers. They understand how much we value their business and their property. We 
believe good ethics and moral values are more than just business speak - they are the backbone of our business.

Safety is foremost in everything we do. We take every precaution to minimize property damage or personal injury. Our clean 
safety record speaks for itself. But just in case, we are fully insured!

We are integrity-driven and proud of our honest, straight-forward approach with our customers and our own team. We promise to always do our best to provide accurate 
estimates at a price that is fair for everyone.

Call today for a FREE estimate!   Phone: 651-334-9063 www.acutabovetreecareservice.com

A Cut Above Tree Service

APPLIANCE REPAIR

651-270-7360
Reasonable Rates

-all jokes and laughs are free

Servicing All Major Appliance Brands
Major Credit Cards Accepted

Honest Work for Honest Pay

AUTO SERVICE

20 years of experience serving White Bear Lake
& Centerville - Friendly, Honest Service

651.226.4235
Monday–Friday 8am–6pm

7137 20th Avenue North • Centerville
www.facebook.com/vermauto

• Auto Repair • Oil Lube & Filter Service

BATHROOMS

HUGE SAVINGS!
Lic. #20060261

651-257-4706
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

• Design
• Bath Repair
• Remodeling
• Tub Surrounds
• Free Estimates

Bathrooms by

CABINETRY

Schneider 
Custom 

Woodworks

Custom 
CABINETRY!

Free Estimates & Callbacks
within 24 hours

schneidercustomwoodwork.com
651-213-6638

Commercial & Residential

CUSTOM WOODWORKS

 • Cabinet resurfacing 
and refacing

•  Custom exterior work
•  Deck refacing

CARPENTRY

Small Job Specialist
45 years experience

651.653.9920 / 612.816.8544

Basement Finish/Remodel
Exterior & Interior Painting

Doors/Windows/Siding
Ceiling Textures/Roofs

Kitchen Remodels/Counter Tops
Decks/Landscaping

Odd Jobs
Bathrooms

CLEANING

Household Waste
Construction Debris

Appliances
Furniture

DRYWALL

DECK RESTORATION

ELECTRIC

Wolf Bros. Drywall Co.
Total Drywall Services

Residential/Commercial
New Const & Basement Finishes

Family Owned & Operated

 Forest Lake

Insured
CALL LEE

(651) 428-0229

40 yrs • Since 1979

HANDYMAN

Ron Skibsted, R.S. Construction
651-271-5000

FREE Estimates! Specializing in 
• Handyman • Remodeling • Drywall 

Repair•  Bathrooms • Kitchens

License #BC002674

Licensed  Bonded  Insured

 
Furnace & A/C 

Installations and Service 
Licensed,  Bonded  

& Insured 
651.426.4233   cphvac.net 

HEATING & COOLING

LANDSCAPING

651-746-4582
Bonded Insured Lic. #BC638094
www.northlandlandscape.com

Ponds & Waterfalls, 
Paver Patios, Driveways, 
Concrete, Bobcat Work, 
Grading, Sod, Retaining, 

Walls & Tree Work,
Plants, Mulch and Rock.

DECKS

Custom Decks/Footing/Repairs/
Remodels/Pole Barns/Garages/

Additions & Porches/All Repairs/
Fences/Roofing/Siding

651-746-4582
northlandlandscape.com

Bonded Insured | Lic #BC638094

We fix heaving and 
sinking footings and 

foundations with 
Helical Pilings

• Interior painting only               
Stain & Varnish

• Painting of Home Furnishings  
(furniture, cabinets, mirrors,
light fixtures, frames, etc.)

Free Estimates • Established 1987

L D MARSHALL
PAINTING

Scott or Linda  •  651-426-9135 (office)

PAINTING

LAWN CARE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

REMODELING

PaintingPro Pro
Living Colors

•  Professional, Residential 
House Painting

•  Interior & Exterior 
•  Kind, Respectful Service

Please Call Richard
612-394-8978

Free 

Estimate
35 yrsExperience

CONCRETE

 Wohlwend
Concrete & Masonry 

Reliable Contractor 
Since 1985 

Reasonable prices

651-426-2610
swohlwend@myctl.net

Complete Auto Repair Center 
All makes/models - Foreign & Domestic  

Free Loaner Vehicles - Towing

651-483-4259
38 Woodlynn Ave Little Canada

www.rsautorepair.com

Serving the North Metro Area si
nce

 19
72

Cedar Specialists & 
Best Painting

We’ll bring your cedar 
back to life!

Staining, Painting, Cleaning, 
Stucco Painting, Repairs and 

Restoration, Siding, trim, shakes, 
fences, decks, pergolas, gazebos

Call or email Brian
 651-238-1850   

brian@cedarspec-bestpaint.com

Residential and Commercial

Family owned since 1967

Call now for Spring 2026  
interior & exterior pricing!

Deck Cleaning 
& Staining 

Professional - Prompt 
Guaranteed Results

651-699-3504
www.RTDservices.com

SCH Services, LLC
Spring Clean up Specials

Lawn Care Contracts
commercial and residential

monthly or per visit
Sean 651-210-0061651-210-0061

www.SCHservices.net

651-238-6751 • NorconHomes.com

Twin Cities Premier Home Improvement Company

Locally Owned Since 1994 | Insured / Lic #BC105943

BATHROOMS ~ KITCHENS

BASEMENTS ~ TILES

ALL REMODELING651-308-1101

BillL ee
Masonry & Concrete
Fix & Repair Specialist

ALL YOUR CONCRETE  
& MASONRY NEEDS

SPECIALISTS - STRUCTURAL GARAGE SLABS 
 POLE SLABS -DRIVEWAYS-SIDEWALKS 
-PATIOS -ARCHITECTURAL-COLORED & 

STAMPED PATTERNS.

612-961-6161
ArtisanConstruction123@gmail.com 

• Additions / Remodel
• Roofing / Siding
• Kitchens / Baths
• Basement Finish

• Porches / Decks
• Garages / Sheds
• Windows / Doors
• Storm Damage

Free Estimates         MN LIC #437164
*Also offering Handy Man Services*

visit us at: HandyDan.info

ArtisanConstruction.info
Floyd DeHate, Master Electrician

651-346-8185 EMERGENCY SERVICE

Small Jobs Welcome
• Repair Circuits

• Recepts Added • Ceiling Fans

ARROW 
ELECTRIC

Small Jobs Welcome
• Repair Circuits • Recepts Added 
• Remodels  • Panels  Replaced 

• Ceiling Fans • Master Electrician
EMERGENCY SERVICE

651-383-5123
Generations of craftsmanship in every 

stone. Scan to start your landscape 
transformation!

naturalcreationsdesignbuild.com

Complete Landscape Construction
Retaining Walls • Paver Patios and Walkways

Drain Tile • Grading/Bobcat Work
Mulch • Rock

651-238-6751
NorconHomes.com

Insured / Lic #BC105943

Twin Cities Premier  
Home Improvement Company

Ehman Landscaping
Specializing in:

• Sodding •Seeding •Grading
•Sod Repair • Sod Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
RonEhman@outlook.com

Call Ron 612-720-1893

R.P.M. LAWN SERVICE
Residential and Commercial

Specializing in lawn service and 
 fertilization applications

Outdoor maintenance 
since 1988

For free estimates, call Jim or Ron
651-226-5779

“THE LEAKS STOP HERE”

Leaky Roof?

763-742-7500

over 40 years experience
Full Service Contractor

bettersol.com

MN Lic. BC639211

Roofing • Siding  
Windows • Doors • Gutters • Decks

Painting • Repairs 
And MORE!

763-742-7500

WE DO EVERYTHING!

bettersol.com
“THE LEAKS STOP HERE”

Leaky Roof?

763-742-7500

over 40 years experience
Full Service Contractor

bettersol.com

MN Lic. BC639211

HANDYMAN

CONCRETE

BOB’S HANDY WORK

952-843-8742
bfarah693@gmail.com

• Tree removal & trimming
• Repair Carpentry

Veteran-Ret. USN
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406
Rummage 

Sales

403
Flower Sale

Press Publications suggests that you be aware of advertisers requesting payment for shipping merchandise. 
Confirm and verify all contact resources prior to sending any money. Take caution when responding to text 

messages that are not local numbers.

Free clam truck loads
of wood delivered 

White Bear & Hugo ar-
eas only  

651*/426*8660

14
Local Events

23
Free Items

104
Hauling/Moving

110
Rototilling

150
Help Wanted

150
Help Wanted

300
For Sale

362
Miscellaneous

369
Want to Buy

404
Garage Sales

451
Rentals/

Commercial

 We Buy Vinyl Records
Lps, 45s, Stereo Equip
We make house calls

by appointment.
White Bear Lake

Records 
4775 Banning Ave,WBL

wblrecords.com
  651/224-4947

HUGE GARAGE
SALE! Furniture,

home décor, toys, le-
gos, crafts & sewing,
New clothes, sporting
goods. 3940 Clover
Ave Vad.Hgts Thur

4/30-Sat 5/2 8am-4pm

WELL-MAINTAINED
BOAT 2002 Lund Pro-
Sport 16.75',115 HP

Mercury & troll motors,
many opts, w/Karavan

trailer; $12K OBO; 
Call 651.308.8587

Moving Sale 7987
Highland Dr, LL, Thurs
– Sat 5/7 to 5/9 8a-5p,

Tools, Yard items,
Goofy collect, HH

items, Jewlery, Holi-
day décor, 

Stampin' Up!

Help Wanted Age 55
Workers needed for
part-time custodial

work at rest areas and
state parks in Min-

nesota. Apply online
at greenviewmn.com
or call 651/639*1913

CHOOSE EARTH-
LINK FIBER Internet
for speeds up to 5

Gigs, no data caps, no
throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a
$100 gift card when

you make the switch.
Call 844/*453*6983

DON'T LET THE
STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover
the ideal solution for

anyone who struggles
on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or
wants to regain ac-
cess to their entire

home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 866/*852*5506

GET A BREAK ON
YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car,

truck, or SUV to assist
the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a
swift, no-cost vehicle
pickup and secure a

generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for

the Blind Today at
844*/220*9501 today!

GET DISH SATEL-
LITE TV + INTERNET!
Free install, free HD-
DVR upgrade, 80,000
on-demand movies,

plus limited time up to
$600 In gift cards. Call
today! 855/*562*4309

SAFE STEP NORTH
America s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive

lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation
and service. Now fea-

turing our FREE
shower package and

$1,600 off for a limited
time! Call today! Fi-

nancing available. Call
Safe Step 

833/*966*3882

WANTED: ALL 1970S
MOTORCYCLES

Running or not. Titled
or not. Will pick up.
Cash in exchange.

Sell now before prices
fall. Call Dan at
612/*720*2142

WE BUY HOUSES for
cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any

condition. Easy three
step process: Call, get

cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by

calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 844/*978*0683

Cheap Garden Tilling
Paul 651/270*1926

Press Publications
NOW HIRING

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
6-12 hrs/wk, Entry lev-
el position, Exp w/in-

design, illustrator, and
Photoshop preferred.
Send resumes to art-
manager@presspub-

s.com 

EQUAL  HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY, all
real estate advertising
in  this  newspaper  is
subject  to  the  Fair
Housing  Act  which
makes it illegal  to ad-
vertise  “any  prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination  based  on
race,  color,  religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national ori-
gin, or an intention, to
make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination.”  Familial
status  includes  chil-
dren under the age of
18  living with  parents
or  legal  custodians;
pregnant  women  and
people  securing  cus-
tody of children under
18.  This  newspaper
will  not knowingly  ac-
cept  any  advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
Our readers are here-
by  informed  that  all
dwellings  advertised
in this  newspaper are
available on an equal
opportunity  basis.  To
complain  of  discrimi-
nation  call  HUD  toll
free:  1-800-669-9777.
The  toll-free  number
for hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275. 

Hymns We Love To
Sing, Tues, May 5th

4:30, Saint Andrew's
Lutheran Church 900
Stillwater Rd, Mah-
tomedi, For info call

Rev. Alan James
651*/983*3846

Rummage Sale
 Thurs. Apr. 30, 9a-6p

Fri. May 1, 9a-6p 
Sat. May 2, 9a-1p

White Bear Unitarian
Universalist Church
328 Maple Street
Mahtomedi 55115

Scrap metal,appliance
p/u 651*/329*0815

160
Hire Me

Ann's Awesome-
Housecleaning – 20+
Yrs Exp. Dependable.
Trustworthy. Ref Avail.
Cll/Txt 651*/776*7834

NOW HIRING! 
 GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Part time 6-12 hours/week

Entry level position 
Experience with indesign, 
illustrator and photoshop 

preferred 
Main responsibilities include ad 
design and newspaper layout

Send resume to 
artmanager@presspubs.com

Personal Touch Pet Grooming
“When Quality and Service Matter”

763 784-4833
TDD 784-0662

Dial 711 for Relay Assistance
Deb Molin

Certified Master Groomer
200 Marian Ct., Circle Pines, MN 55014

Since  
1989

Pet Services

FLOWER  
SALE WBL 

Fri, May 8: 9am-8pm
 Sat, May 9: 8am-4pm

St. Anne’s 
2445 East County 

Road E

We make this ...

... much easier.

Call 651-407-1250 to place
your classified ad today!

Classifieds

NOW HIRING CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Love lake life? We’re seeking a reliable 

contributing writer to create engaging, 
community-focused content for a local lake 
publication. Topics include recreation, local 
events and personalities, nature and stories 
from around the lake. Ideal candidates have 

strong writing skills and an interest in the lake 
community. Please send resume and three 

writing clips to whitebearnews@presspubs.com. 
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CLASSIFIEDS

WATERPROOFING

GENE’S TREE SERVICE 
& STUMP GRINDING

Licensed/Insured • Free Estimates

Call Today! 763-785-1629

 
Basements ♦ Foundations ♦ Garages 

www.RealWaterproofing.com 


- 

 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 

-- 

 




A Cut Above 
Tree Service

Licensed Insured
Free Estimates
Tree Removal
Tree Trimming

Emergency Storm Damage
Senior and Military Discounts
Local Family Owned Business
www.acutabovetreeservice.com 

651-334-9063

Licensed Insured
Free Estimates

Tree Removal and Trimming
Emergency Storm Damage

Stump Grinding
Local Family Owned Business

www.facebook.com/acutabovetreecareservice
www.acutabovetreecareservice.com

TREE SERVICE

• Affordable Trimming & Removal
• Storm Damage & Large Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Family Owned & Operated
• FREE ESTIMATES
• FREE WOOD CHIPS
• Licensed / Insured
• Senior / Vet discount

Cameron  
Tree Service 

Snow Removal

(651) 775-8602

• Rooftop & Vent clearing 
• Driveway & Sidewalks
• Small parking areas

Lic/Ins • Free Estimates • Senior/Veteran discount 
CameronTree & Snow Removal

Cameron 
       Tree Service

(651) 775-8602

• Affordable Tree  
Trimming & Removal

• 26 years of experience
• Family owned
• Senior & Veteran Discounts

Licensed & Insured

No Job too Small
No Tree too Tall

ROOFING

651-407-1987

“Your Local Exterior Specialists”

MN Lic.# BC223025

Residential - Hardie Plank

Roofing  Siding  Windows
Gutters  Fascia & Soffit

STUMP GRINDING

STUMP 
REMOVAL
Same Day Service

BACK YARDS -
NO PROBLEM!

Fast, dependable, insured

Major Credit Cards Accepted
651-426-8660

STUMP  
GRINDING

Free Estimates

Fast, dependable, insured 

651-426-8660
budgettreeservice@outlook.com

SAME DAY 
SERVICE

SAME DAY 
SERVICE

FREE 
WOOD CHIPS

651-426-8660

Primeau’s
Tree Service

Tree & Shrub
Trimming/Removal

46 years of experience
Family owned

Certified Arborist onsite!

651-773-5643

RESTORATION

TIME TO REMODEL?
Kitchen / Bathroom
Basement / Deck

Check out our Models 
for design ideas.  

*1 yr financing option available*
SHERCO CONSTRUCTION
651-888-4138

License # BC627690

Quality Home Building and RemodelingQuality Home Building and Remodeling

REMODELING

Room Additions • Kitchens
Basements • Decks

All Remodeling
For more info visit

KOlsonconstruct.com
Lic. #BC-516217

612-868-6837

•  Kitchens
• Bathrooms

• Remodels
• Basements

651-653-0190
cartercustomconstruction.com

MN Lic #BC632066

**********************
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SPRING PROMO
• PVC & Composite Decks

• 3 & 4 Season Porches
Mention this ad  

to receive promotion

ROOFING/SIDING

“THE LEAKS STOP HERE”

Leaky Roof?

763-742-7500

over 40 years experience
Full Service Contractor

bettersol.com

MN Lic. BC639211

• Roofing • Siding • Gutters
• Repairs & More!

Financing / Discounts Available
Quality Service & Products 

With Great Expectations
Locally Owned & Operated

WM Hayes  WM Hayes  
ConstruCtion, LLCConstruCtion, LLC

651-429-2682

Bathrooms • Kitchens • Basements 
Remodeling • Water Intrusion Repair

MN License #BC002810

Locally owned since 1972
RoofingMinn.com

APPLEWOOD 
BUILDERS

applewoodremodelers.com
612.670.7004
MNLic#BC003215

helping you Love your home!

PLUMBING

• Drain Cleaning 
• Hot Water Heating
• Hot Water Heaters & Disposal
• Well Pump Service
• New Construction • Remodeling 

Lic. #005402Tom Thill 651-433-4866

Deadline for Classified Line 
and display ads Thursday 4pm 

651-407-1250
classified@presspubs.com
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CITY OF HUGO MINNESOTA
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED ASSESSMENTS
2026 BALD EAGLE INDUSTRIAL PARK AREA 

STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
To Whom It May Concern:
Notice is hereby given that the City Council will meet at 7:00 p.m. 

on Monday, May 4, 2026, to consider and possibly adopt, the proposed 
assessment against abutting property for the 2026 Bald Eagle Industrial Park 
Area Street Project.  Adoption by the City Council of the proposed assessment 
may occur at the hearing.  

The proposed assessment roll is on file for public inspection at the City 
Clerk’s office.  The total amount of the proposed assessment is $1,021,356.84.  
Such assessment is proposed to be payable in equal annual installments 
extending over a period of 10 years, the first of the installments to be payable 
on or before the first Monday in January, 2027, and will bear interest at the 
rate of 4.55% per annum from November 15, 2026.  To the first installment 
shall be added interest on the entire assessment from November 15, 2026 
to December 31, 2026.  To each subsequent installment when due shall be 
added interest for one year on all unpaid installments.

A property owner may at any time prior to certification of the assessment to 
the county auditor, pay the entire assessment on such property, with interest 
accrued to the date of payment, to the City of Hugo.  No interest shall be 
charged if the entire assessment is paid within 30 days from adoption of this 
assessment.  A property owner may at any time thereafter, pay to the City of 
Hugo the entire amount of the assessment remaining unpaid, with interest 
accrued to December 31 of the year in which such payment is made.  Such 
payment must be made before November 15 or interest will be charged 

through December 31 of the succeeding year.  If a property owner decides 
not to prepay the assessment before the date given above the rate of interest 
that will apply is 4.55% per year.  The right to partially prepay the assessment 
is not available.

Written or oral objections will be considered at the meeting.  No appeal 
may be taken as to the amount of an assessment unless a written objection 
signed by the affected property owner is filed with the City Clerk prior to the 
assessment hearing or presented to the presiding officer at the hearing.  The 
City Council may upon such notice consider any objection to the amount of a 
proposed individual assessment at an adjourned meeting upon such further 
notice to the affected property owners as it deems advisable.

An owner may appeal an assessment to district court pursuant to Minn. 
Stat. 429.081 by serving notice of the appeal upon the Mayor or City Clerk 
within 30 days after the adoption of the assessment and filing such notice with 
the district court within ten days after service upon the Mayor or City Clerk.

Under Minn. Stat. 435.193 to 435.195, the City Council may, in its 
discretion, defer the payment of this special assessment for any homestead 
property owned by a person 65 years of age or older for whom it would be a 
hardship to make the payments.  When deferment of the special assessment 
has been granted and is terminated for any reason provided in that law, all 
amounts accumulated plus applicable interest become due.  Any assessed 
property owner meeting the requirements of this law and the resolution 
adopted under it may, within 30 days of the adoption of the assessment, apply 
to the City Clerk for the prescribed form for such deferral of payment of this 
special assessment on his property.

Dated this 6th day of April, 2026.
BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL
Michele Lindau, City Clerk
City of Hugo

Washington County, Minnesota
Published two times in The Citizen on April 16 and 30, 2026.

CITY OF HUGO
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of Hugo will hold a public 
hearing at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, May 4, 2026, to consider the 2026 Bald 
Eagle Industrial Park Area Street Improvement Project. 

The project includes full-depth pavement removal, paving, mill and overlay 
improvements, spot curb and gutter replacement, trail improvements, street 
lighting improvements, and minor utility improvements on the following streets:

 •  130th Street N from Europa Trail to Forest Blvd N / Trunk Highway 61 
(TH 61) 

 •  Farnham Avenue N from the south terminus to 130th Street N
 •  Fenway Blvd N from 130th Street N to 140th Street N
 •  140th Street from Fenway Blvd N to Forest Blvd / TH 61
 •  Fenway Blvd Court N from Fenway Blvd to its eastern terminus
Improvements made would assess benefited properties for all or a portion of 

the improvement, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 429 and pursuant 
to Minn. Stat. §§ 429.011 to 429.111.  The estimated cost of the improvement 
is $4.7 million.  A reasonable estimate of the impact of the assessment will 
be available at the hearing. The meeting will be held at the City of Hugo City 
Hall, 14669 Fitzgerald Avenue North, Hugo, MN 55038. Such persons wishing 
to comment on the proposed improvement will be heard at this meeting. 
Comments can also be submitted in writing to City Clerk Michele Lindau prior 
to the meeting. 

Bryan Bear, City Administrator
Published two times in The Citizen on April 16 and 30, 2026.

Get ready readers! 
You can start to

nominate this week!
 April 29 - May 17

Reader’s Choice 2026

BEST OF THE PRESS CONTEST

 Nominate at presspubs.com/citizen/bestof

PUBLIC NOTICES • PUBLIC NOTICES • PUBLIC NOTICES

Arts & Entertainment
Art Class
Celebration/Festival
Local Band/Musician
Local Singer/Vocalist
Outdoor Event

Eating & Drinking
Appetizer Selection
Bar
BBQ Ribs
Beer Selection at a Bar
Beer Selection at Liquor 
Store
Bloody Mary
Brat/Hot Dog
Breakfast
Brewery
Burritos
Cocktail at a Bar/Restau-
rant
Cheese Curds
Chicken
Chicken Wings
Coffee
Deli
Fajitas
Fast Food
Fish Fry
French Fries
Hamburger
Happy Hour
Ice Cream Cone
Italian Restaurant
Lasagna

Lunch
Mocktail at a Bar/Restau-
rant
Meal for the Money
Outdoor Dining
Pie
Pizza
Restaurant
Salad
Seafood
Soup
Spirits at a Liquor Store
Steak Dinner
Sub/Sandwich
Tacos
Walleye Dinner
Wine at a Bar/Restaurant
Wine Selection at a Liquor 
Store

Health & Fitness
Assisted Living
Acupuncturist 
Audiologist
Chiropractic Care
Chiropractor
Clinic
Cosmetic Dentist
Dentist
Dermatology
Esthetician
Eye Doctor
Gym
Healthcare Facility
Health Food Store
Hospice Care

Massage Therapist
Mental Health Service
Orthodontics
Orthopedic Clinic
Orthopedic Doctor/Sur-
geon
Pediatric Dentist
Pharmacist
Physical Therapist
Physical Therapy Clinic
Retirement Facility/Inde-
pendent Living
Senior Care Facility

Local
Apple Orchard
Curbside Pickup 
Elementary School
High School
Middle School
New Business
Place To Work, Large (>50 
Employees)
Place To Work, Small (<50 
Employees)
Teacher K-5
Teacher 6-12
Wedding Venue Indoors
Wedding Venue Outdoors

Services
Accounting Firm
Air Duct Cleaning Service
Auto Body

Auto Repair
Bank
Bartender (Include First/
Last Name/Place Of Work)
Car Wash
Childcare
Credit Union
Customer Service From A 
Local Business
Dog Groomer
Dog Trainer
Electrician
Exterior Painting Service
Financial Planner
Funeral Home
Gas Station
Hair Stylist (Include First/
Last Name/Place Of Work)
Hair Salon
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Company
Hotel
Insurance Agent
Insurance Company
Jeweler
Landscape Company
Lawn Care Service
Lawyer
Mechanic
Mortgage Company
Oil Change
Paint Store
Pet Sitter/Boarding
Plumber
Realtor
Remodeler
Rental Business
Roofer

Self Storage
Server (Include First/Last 
Name/Place Of Work)
Spa
Tax Preparer
Tire Shop
Tree Service
Veterinary Clinic
Veterinary Clinic - Emer-
gency
Water Treatment Service

Shopping
Clothing Store
Dispensary
Flooring/Carpet Store
Florist
Gift Shop
Greenhouse/Nursery
Grocery Store
Hardware Store
Home Furnishing Décor
Liquor Store
Specialty Shop
Vintage/Thrift Store

Sports &  
Recreation
Bowling Alley 
Dance Studio
Golf Course
Ice Arena/Rink

Contest Categories 2026
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Changes continue to Centerville’s downtown vision
BY MADELINE DOLBY

QUAD COMMUNITY PRESS EDITOR

Centerville continues to refine its 
vision for downtown. According to City 
Planner Nathan Fuerst, the updated vi-
sion plan will guide future development 
and public infrastructure investments 
in the downtown area.

“It’s a good time to update. We’re 
looking at a roughly 20-year-old master 
vision for the downtown. It was a little 
overambitious, I think, in some areas. 
That’s what we’ve heard from the com-
munity as well as noticing that before we 
started the process,” Fuerst said. “That’s 
a big reason why we’re here.”

He also noted the current downtown 
vision may no longer reflect community 
priorities or current market conditions. 
The updated vision will also inform the 
city’s upcoming 2050 Comprehensive 
Plan development. 

Research for the downtown vision 
study began in January, followed by 
listening and learning sessions with 
residents in February. Now, recommen-
dations are being formulated based on 
the feedback collected during that time. 

Fuerst said there are two approaches 
the City Council can take to implement 
the study’s recommendations. 

“Option 1, probably the most efficient 
option, would be to do this vision (study), 
do the comprehensive plan update (and) 
then, after all of that’s done, then update 
our zoning code,” Fuerst explained. 

The second option would be to do 
the vision study first, update the city’s 
zoning code followed by the 2050 Com-
prehensive Plan, and update the zoning 
codes again. 

Fuerst noted that Option 1 would be 
the most efficient because it’s likely the 
city will have to amend its ordinances 
or map once the comprehensive plan is 
finalized, regardless. He did say there 
will be a period where planned unit 
developments in the downtown area are 
going to be a little complicated due to 
the 2006 Downtown Master Plan, as the 
downtown vision and land use controls 
were not implemented.  

Other recommendations were also 
presented to the council by Cody Flan-
nery, urban planner at Bolton & Menk, 
for its consideration based on communi-
ty feedback collected through a survey 

and an open house. 
According to community feedback, 

mixed-use projects are the No. 1 prior-
ity in downtown for 54% of residents. 
The addition of mixed-use zoning to the 
downtown area would allow for com-
mercial and residential developments in 
a single district. 

Vertical mixed use would create a 
combination of uses in the same build-
ing. A commercial use would occupy the 
ground floor with residential use on top. 
A horizonal mixed-use building posi-
tions residential and commercial uses 
next to each other, either on the same 
parcel or on adjacent ones.  

Mayor Nancy Golden asked Flan-
nery and Fuerst which structure of the 
mixed-use buildings residents preferred. 

“I think people really like the vertical 
use. You’ve got potentially a retail on the 
bottom floor and maybe some living or 
office space above,” Fuerst responded. 

He added, in many communities, 
developers find it difficult to make this 
type of development work due to the 
financing and it seems, from a project 
success standpoint, that horizonal 
mixed-use tends to be the favored option. 

Flannery added another barrier of de-
velopment with vertical mixed-use is the 
historical precedent of it in downtown or 
main street areas. 

“A typical storefront building almost 
always will have an upper floor that 
usually is residential — shopkeepers 
historically living above, their shops un-
derneath,” he said. “In a contemporary 
context, that’s a little bit difficult when 
you think about security measures, fire 
suppression.”

Building types residents showed 
favorability toward include townhouses, 
cottages, low-rise multifamily develop-
ments, mercantile and living spaces, 
restaurants and retail, and retail and 
office spaces, Flannery said. 

Another recommendation Flannery 
provided was, upon approval of the 
downtown vision, is to begin to untangle 
the 2006 downtown design guidelines 
from city policies. He said new design 
guidelines should focus on outlining 
desirable materials and form, site design 
features and design outcomes, rather 
than specific architectural styles. 

Fuerst said the city does not have to 
“do away” with the things it holds dear, 

such as its French-Canadian influence. 
Instead, he said the city could provide 
ideas how to implement it into a project. 

Other recommendations collected 
during the open house included addi-
tional places to eat, drink and gather; 
no “high-rise” developments or chain 
stores/ restaurants; good parking, 
walkability and safe crossings; improve-
ments to rundown buildings; making it 
family-friendly; and avoiding impacts to 
existing homes. 

Residents also provided input the pri-
orities the city should focus on moving 
forward. 

“We had 120 respondents say that their 
first priority was finding mixed-use in 
downtown,” Flannery said. “Second 
priority was office/retail space. Medi-
um priority for (land) uses would be 
single-family homes and townhouses, 
and on the low end (would be) single-use, 
low-rise apartments.”

Three scenarios were presented at a 
work session earlier this spring. Scenar-
io 1 would have a dedicated commercial 
core around a new downtown center, 
with surrounding housing to support 
activity. Scenario 2 showed a large 
mixed-use center around a new down-
town center, with surrounding housing 
to support activity. The final scenario 
presented a small mixed-use area adja-
cent to a new downtown center, with lots 
of surrounding housing options. 

Scenarios 1 and 2, according to Fuerst, 
were the favored options. Based on this 
feedback, Fuerst said they were able to 
create a draft of a land use strategy for 
the downtown area. 

“Commercial blocks (would be) 
north of Sorel Street, between Sorel 
Street and Main Street … That is 
where we have most of our existing 
commercial already. Moving south, 
at Sorel and Centerville Road, you’re 
looking at mixed-use. Mixed-use is 
helpful in this situation because it 
provides the most flexibility for future 
development,” Fuerst added. “Going 
outwards from there, thinking about 
medium-scale housing.” This could 
look like townhouses, cottage courts 

and medium-scale apartments. 
Council Member Linda Broussard 

Vickers said while these are excellent 
survey results, it still only represents 
a small portion of the city’s population 
that is paying attention and willing to 
respond. 

“Making our decisions based on this 
alone, for me … I can’t do that because I 
know there are people who are not com-
menting,” she said. “When I look at this, 
the basic information that you’re giving 
to us, is the same information that has 
been brought forward to us just about 
every time we’ve looked at something on 
Block 7.” 

Golden said she agrees that the city 
has to work with what it has. She noted 
that a three-story building is too big for 
Block 7.

“If you put something like that on 
Block 7, it is going to dominate over ev-
erything that’s already there. I think it’s 
going to really look out of place,” Golden 
said. “The key to this is going to be Block 
7 and what are we going to do there, 
because I think that is going to dictate 
the rest of what will happen.”

Council Member Anita Rios said her 
mindset has shifted when it comes to 
Block 7. She said the city was looking at 
only residential developments for Block 
7 for a long time and her mindset was, 
“this is the only thing developers would 
want to put in there.” 

“But getting all the community feed-
back and hearing strong feedback about 
wanting more spaces for dining, for 
gathering … Folks were pretty excited 
about moving that center of downtown 
one block south,” Rios said. “It’s really 
changed my mindset to embracing the 
horizontal mixed-use and trying to pro-
mote that on Block 7.”

The final draft of the downtown vision 
will be presented to the council at a fu-
ture meeting and will likely be adopted 
at the same time. Once the final vision 
plan is adopted, Fuerst said the staff 
would have the ESMC (Empowering 
Small Minnesota Communities) team 
incorporate it into its work.

Gregory Contracting

Your Local Remodeling, Custom Home  
& Storm Damage Experts.

651-213-0668 • gregorycontracting.com
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24/7 Emergency Service24/7 Emergency Service
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FREE TRIP CHARGE 
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Valid during regular business 

hours • Expires 5/31/26
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DRAIN 
CLEANING 
SERVICES*

CUSTOMER CUSTOMER APPRECIATION APPRECIATION 

OPEN OPEN HOUSEHOUSE
MAY 1-3MAY 1-3

FRI. 10-7  |  SAT. 10-6FRI. 10-7  |  SAT. 10-6
SUN. 10-3SUN. 10-3

AquariusHomeServices.com • 3180 Country Dr. • Little Canada, MN
651.356.6102 

WATER TREATMENT PLUMBING & DRAINS HEATING & COOLING ELECTRICAL

WATER HEATERS, 
PRESSURE TANKS 
AND SUMP PUMPS*
INCLUDES TANKLESS WATER HEATERS. INCLUDES BASIC INSTALLATION. 

UP TO

OFFOFF

UP TO

OFFOFF

GENERATORS*

We offer a variety of 
portable and stand-by 
generators to provide 
reliable backup power

for your home!

UP TO

OFFOFF

UP TO

OFFOFF

 AC OR
FURNACE*

INCLUDES BASIC INSTALLATION.

UP TO

OFFOFF

UP TO

OFFOFFASK US ABOUT ENERGY EFFICIENT HEAT PUMPS

WHOLE HOME
WATER TREATMENT 

SYSTEM* INCLUDES BASIC 
INSTALLATION.

UP TO

OFFOFF

UP TO

OFFOFF

K5 DRINKING 
WATER STATION*

INCLUDES BASIC INSTALLATION. 

WORRY-FREE 
DRINKING WATER FROM 
YOUR OWN FAUCET! 

NO MORE PLASTIC 
BOTTLE WASTE!

UP TO

OFFOFF

UP TO

OFFOFF
ALL SALT, WATER 

FILTERS, AND MORE!* 

 LIMIT 2 SETS 
OF FILTERS 

LOWEST 
PRICES 
OF THE 
YEAR

UP TO

OFFOFF

UP TO

OFFOFF

FREEFREEPETTINGPETTINGZOO!ZOO!SAT. & SUN.SAT. & SUN.
10-310-3

FREEFREE
PIGPIG

ROASTROAST

FREEFREE
GIFT &GIFT &
PRIZESPRIZES

*  Valid only on qualified purchases made during the Open House May 1-3, 2026. Not valid with other offers/discounts. Offer 
valid for single family residential properties only. Some exclusions may apply. Some services and/or offers listed may not be 
available in all locations. Financing subject to credit approval. Contest details posted at event. Water test includes hardness, 
iron, pH, tds, chlorine and nitrates. Please contact us for details.
Aquarius Home Services is an Authorized, Independent Kinetico Dealer. FANTASTIC FANTASTIC 

FINANCING FINANCING 
PROGRAMS*PROGRAMS*
We offer a variety of We offer a variety of 
financing programs to financing programs to 
meet your needs.meet your needs.

REGISTERREGISTER
FOR A FOR A 

CHANCECHANCE
TO WINTO WIN

A A YETI COOLERYETI COOLER
OR SIGNEDOR SIGNED

KIRILL KAPRIZOV KIRILL KAPRIZOV 
JERSEYJERSEY **

BRING A SAMPLE BRING A SAMPLE 
OF WATER FROM OF WATER FROM 
YOUR HOME OR YOUR HOME OR 
CABIN FOR A CABIN FOR A 

FREEFREE
  WATER TEST*

FOR BEST RESULTS, FOR BEST RESULTS, 
BRING COLD WATER FROM BRING COLD WATER FROM 

BATHROOM FAUCET.BATHROOM FAUCET. 85
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