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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

$5.99/lb. Bell & Evans Air-Chilled 

Boneless Skinless Chicken Breasts 
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White Bear Lake
Dental

Specializing in
cosmetic dentistry &

same day crowns!
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BY DEBRA NEUTKENS

STAFF WRITER

When a group of sailors 

gathered on Bald Eagle Lake in 

1899 to start a yacht club, they 

couldn’t have dreamed their 

descendants would be celebrating 

those beginnings 125 years later. 

Handwritten minutes were 

brief for that first meeting in 

the home of George Lohman 

Sept. 18, and said only that the 

group was “planning the next 

racing season.” A second meeting 

two months later at Dr. I. E. 

Seqvelund’s office was longer, 

with discussions centered on 

lengths of boats, maximum sail 

area and the fact a three-person 

crew could not weigh more than 

450 pounds.
Officially located at a “first-

class” dock at the end of Buffalo 

Street for the first 30 years, the 

Bald Eagle Yacht Club never had 

a building. What it did have were 

dedicated people who shared a 

love for “yachting,” the word they 

often used for sailing, and the 

camaraderie that went with it. 

The first sailboats to race on 

the lake were “gaff rig” style and 

appeared on the dock in 1900 

photographs. “The flat-bottomed 

scows so popular today had 

not been invented yet,” noted 

Evelyn (nee Chapin) Duvall, a 

fourth-generation Bald Eagle 

homeowner who is related to four 

of the 14 people attending the first 

club meeting. 
Duvall’s relatives included 

Willis Pierce, her great-uncle 

(Duvall and husband Mark 

live in the house Pierce built); 

Gus Holterhoff, her great-

grandmother’s brother; his son 

Al, and Joseph Tregilgas, her 

great-grandfather. All were active 

members in the early years of the 

yacht club. 

Bald Eagle Yacht Club celebrates quasquicentennial

SEE BALD EAGLE YACHT CLUB, PAGE 13
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First sailboats to race at Bald Eagle were ‘gaff rig’ style. 

Scows would come a couple years later. This is at the public 

dock at Buffalo Street.

BY ERIK SUCHY

STAFF WRITER

Aug. 30 represents 

a significant day for 

those in a mindset 

different from some. 

That is National 
Grief Awareness Day, 

designed to raise 
awareness for those 

struggling with the 

anguish of losing 
someone or something 

special. In White Bear 

Lake, some are willing 

to share their stories of 

loss, how they learned 

to accept their emotions, 

and how they helped 

others through their 

own struggles.
One of those is White Bear Lake resident Lynn 

Amon, who lost her mother, Rosie, to dementia last 

July. Rosie had been working as a hospice nurse 

at The Pillars Hospice Home in Oakdale. Rosie’s 

occupation frequently involved talking to and 

comforting end-of-life patients. Although she had 

been living with the disease for nine years, it was 

not until the last year of her life that it began to 

affect Rosie physically.

“She was still a functioning family and 

community member, but in a very shrinking 

How far we’ve 
come: Locals share 

experiences with grief

SEE GRIEF AWARENESS, PAGE 17

Grief support 
services 
for those 
undergoing 
loss
•  Grief Share 

Group: visit.
griefshare.org

•  St. Croix 
Valley Grief 
Coalition: www.
scvgriefcoalition.
com

Midwest Ski Otters team members, from left, Rosie Quinn, Max Kietzman, Tasha Wall, Brian Wall, Ericka Maldgan and 

Charlie Woodson make a pass in front of the crowd assembled on shore of Little Goose Lake during a recent Sunday show. 

Catch the talented members of the award winning water ski group in action during their final show of the season on 

Sunday, Aug. 25 at 3 p.m. During a break in the performance it was also announced that team member Pete Hegarty had 

been seriously injured in national ski jumping competition and is currently recovering in the ICU at Fort Wayne Hospital. 

Find more information about Pete and make a donation at www.gofundme.com/f/donate-to-petes-road-to-recovery.

Late summer Ski Otters sighting
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White Bear Lake Public Safety Facility

The White Bear Lake Fire Department serves a population of over 40,280 over 35 square miles. The fire service area includes White Bear Lake, White Bear Township, Dellwood, Birchwood 

Village and Gem Lake.

Thank you!

 

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

The White Bear Lake Police Department is made up of one chief, two captains, four sergeants, 19 patrol officers, three investigators, three school resource officers, five community service 

officers and four administrative support staff. The department serves the cities of White Bear Lake and Gem Lake.

"We truly appreciate the support of the communities that we serve. The new facility is designed to support the health and wellness of our firefighters as well as improve our operational efficiency. It will serve us well now and 
into the foreseeable future." 

Greg Peterson
Fire Chief

“Our officers and staff have long awaited an indoor parking garage to make our jobs more efficient and allow us to be more productive.  We are eternally grateful to our citizens for making this sacrifice and to our city leaders, both past and present, for making this dream of ours, a reality.” 
Dale Hager

Chief of Police

PRESERVING WHAT WAS LOST
BY LOGAN GION

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

T
he Carnegie Library, the St. Paul Automobile Club, the 

Bald Eagle train depot—the White Bear Lake area has lost 

many a building over the last 150 years. White Bear Lake 

Area Historical Society Executive Director Sara Hanson 

will be exploring these extinct buildings in a library program on 

March 24.
 “One of our [WBLA Historical Society’s] purposes is to 

advocate for historic preservation,” Hanson stated. “I’m a 

preservationist, but I’m also a realist. Just because something’s 

old doesn’t mean it has to be saved.”

 Hanson’s program instead covers the reasons a building was 

lost, whether through natural disasters, blight, or town-planning 

initiatives. “In the ‘50s and ‘60s, urban renewal was the name 

of the game,” Hanson compared. “They were ripping down 

everything down that wasn’t considered useful or whatnot. 

In more recent decades, the push has been for preservation, 

rehabilitation, and reuse.”

 Buildings, however, decay as they age, and part of Hanson’s 

job is to help determine the best course of action. The Fillebrown 

House, for instance, is a precious example of East-Coast cottage 

architecture found in very few spots in the Midwest. Ten years 

ago, however, the floors began sinking. “The architects we 

worked with came up with a plan to just put stud walls in the 

basement,” she explained. “It gave us what we needed with more 

modern technology, but still retained the way the house was.”

 Another example is the Fourth Street Armory’s crumbling 

castellated parapets. How can the historical society save that 

aspect of the building when it’s falling apart and causing safety 

issues? “ [Architects] are coming in and will be dismantling those 

parapets … cleaning all of the brick, repairing where they need, 

taking brick from other less obvious parts of the build so that it 

matches, and rebuilding them,” Hanson informed.

 Such challenges are part of the reason Hanson is presenting 

this program. “I want to make sure that, as a community, we 

don’t sight of what has been there in the past and how it has 

shifted and changed to where we are now… all I ask is for 

thoughtful consideration.”

 The White Bear Lake Library will present “Lost White Bear” 

at 2150 Second St., White Bear Lake at 6 p.m. Monday March 24.

BY LOGAN GION

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

I
f 2D art includes painting on 

a canvas, and 3D art includes 

crafting pottery, then 17-year-

old White Bear Lake student 

Dalila Zuniga thrives in 2.5D art. 

Her painting, “Troubled Heart,” 

is making waves—literally—for 

its use of texture that pops beyond 

the canvas. Similarly, her ceramic 

teapots stand out for their surprising 

shapes. To achieve her innovative 

compositions, Zuniga navigates the 

artistic process completely by emotion.

For instance, Zuniga is drawn to acrylic paints because 

they can be shiny. She uses that shininess, however, in 

unconventional ways—to add pearlescent white to her 

wave tips or moisture to a crying eye. The results are 

striking, yet they carry an undertone of unease.

“Art is very troubling for me,” Zuniga revealed. “I love 

it. It’s one of my favorite things to do, but when I’m in the 

moment and making that art? it’s really hard.” Zuniga 

explained that self-criticism is what whips her inner 

calm into the stormy sea she painted. “I don’t quiet the 

[inner] comments, I just continue to work until I get to 

a point where they just fade away.” Conversely, Zuniga 

is quite practical when receiving external comments. “I 

sometimes listen … ‘She doesn’t look like she’s facing the 

right way,’ or something else. Usually, I go off how I feel 

because, really, what I’m supposed to be trying to put on 

the page is how I feel about it.”

Only recently has Zuniga learned to let her inner 

comments speak without letting them take over entirely. 

“In the beginning, I would be like, ‘I don’t like it. I’ll 

scrap, start over,’” Zuniga stated. Now, she’s learning to 

be more open to changes and plans not going right.

Zuniga is implementing this advice for her future as 

well. Though she doesn’t quite know what shape her 

artistic career will take, she knows it will be a part of her 

life. “I hope to still do art in the future,” Zuniga stated. “I 

know I will.”
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MARCH EVENTS
Explore upcoming Avenue of the Arts 

events with CPA, LPT and WBCA

CONTRIBUTED 

Emerging Artist Delila Zuniga paints on canvas, adding 

texture with layers upon layers of acrylic paint and polish.

CONTRIBUTED

 White Bear Lake’s original Carnegie Library circa 1935. The building 

is one of the many “Lost White Bear” pieces Sara Hanson will cover 

in her March 24 presentation.

EMERGING ARTIST: DALILA ZUNIGA

DIRECTOR JESS YATES CRACKS OPEN “THE BOOK CLUB 

PLAY” FOR LAKESHORE PLAYERS

BY LOGAN GION

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A “Mockumentary”—a dramatically 

staged, fake documentary—is 

a style that has produced some 

of the greatest sitcoms of this 

century. “The Office,” “Parks and 

Recreation” and “Abbott Elementary” all 

mine the “reality” of mundane jobs for 

laughs while examining average joes who 

desperately want to be liked. “The Book 

Club Play,” premiering at Lakeshore 

Players on March 14, does the same to 

well-read wine moms.

“It’s very funny; it’s very real,” stated 

director Jess Yates. “You have those 

moments of rooting for someone as well 

as moments where we all have to face the 

discomfort that comes from being human 

beings. I think that creates a play that’s 

really complex in a really fun way…”

Of course, the meta-challenge of 

mockumentaries is that characters 

are “real people” speaking to a fake 

film crew, all of which is staged for an 

audience. To achieve a sense of realism 

in a play about reality TV, then, Yates 

gave extra opportunity for her actors to 

explore their curiosity. “I lean a lot on 

my actors’ instincts,” she informed. “So 

every sip of water, every time someone 

stands, I want it to be motivated not 

by, ‘We need we need to make a good 

picture here,’ but ‘What is this character 

feeling in this moment?’”

Yates believes that such a process 

allows actors to feel like collaborating 

artists rather than puppets. “The 

conversations [actors] are able to have 

and the parts you’re able to create are 

so much more fulfilling,” she explained. 

In turn, a director’s responsibility is no 

longer planning every single movement, 

but rather being an actor’s outside eye 

and first audience member.

One thing Yates did require from her 

cast, though, was a sense of play. “A 

go-getter, let’s-figure-this-out-together 

attitude—those were the people who 

I was drawn to for this show and who 

make up this cast,” Yates described. As 

a result, Yates believes the audience 

is in for a good time. “It’s hard to say 

if we laughed more during the actual 

rehearsal time or during our breaks.”

 Like a great novel or TV show, Yates 

hopes audience members tell all their 

friends about “The Book Club Play.” She 

stated, “I think we’ve done our job as 

an artistic team if you can’t stop talking 

about the play on the car ride home.”

 Lakeshore Players’ production of 

“The Book Club Play” runs from March 

14-23. For tickets and more information, 

visit www.lakeshoreplayers.org.

INTRO TO WATERCOLOR & INK
Location: White Bear Center for 

the Arts
Date: Tuesday, Mar 11,  

4:00-6:00 PM

Details: Learn watercolor 

techniques step-by-step as you 

paint greenery, florals, and 

simple abstracts. Register at 

WhiteBearArts.org.

REDUCTION RELIEF PRINTING
Location: White Bear Center for 

the Arts
Date: Saturday, Mar 22,  

10:00 AM-4:00 PM

Details: Create a reduction 

relief print from start to finish, 

learning carving techniques, 

color theory, and how to 

think in layers. Register at 

WhiteBearArts.org.

STILL LIFE PAINTING IN OILS
Location: White Bear Center for 

the Arts
Dates: 3 Thursdays, Mar 6-20, 

1:00-3:30 PM

Details: Start with a drawing 

and value structure, and 

learn color temperature and 

light, highlights, accents, and 

controlled brushwork. Register 

at WhiteBearArts.org.

Congratulations to past and 

Emerging Artists on Hennepin 

Trust Spotlight Awards!

• Yahaira Nok-Chiclana — Outstanding 

Performance in a Leading Role

• Lucas Maahs — Honorable Mention in 

a Feature Role

We wish you success in all future endeavors!

These local businesses proudly support you

Mahtomedi Girls Soccer Team 
2024 State Champions

3634 Scheuneman Rd, White Bear Lake
(651) 426-4640

(651) 484-4900
3550 Labore Rd, St Paul

North of White Bear Lake
Off E. Hwy 96 on Apple Orchard Rd.

(651) 888-4111
313 Stillwater Rd, Willernie

Maplewood • White Bear Lake • Hugo
• Roseville • Blaine •  20 MN Offices
652-777-7700 | premierbanks.com

(651) 429-0648
9500 Dellwood Rd, White Bear Lake

651-287-3720
612-284-5329

Roofing   Siding   Windows

FREE INSPECTIONS

Born and raised in Minnesota
Better Fresh. Better Value.

1059 Meadowlands Drive
White Bear Township 55127

651-426-6534

www.kowslskis.com 
10 Twin Cities locations

2670 Cnty Rd. E. East, 
White Bear Lake

Littlevillagepub.com

651-429-1394
1978 Hwy 96 E

White Bear Lake MN 55110
651•426•4433
wbrental.com
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