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Easter is this Sunday, April 5. In honor of the upcoming holiday, the Easter Bunny stopped by the Water’s Edge Community Center in Hugo for a visit. Keep an eye out for some bunnies in this

week’s issue. Find more information on page 2.

IFYOU GO:

What: Hardwood
Creek Regional
Trail open house
When: 4 to 6 p.m.
Wednesday, April 8
Where: Oneka Room
at Hugo City Hall
Details: Learn about
the project’s design
process and the
project schedule,
and meet the proj-
ect team. Attendees
can provide feed-
back and share
ideas for the project.
Contact: Erin
Blaylock, project
manager: erin.
blaylock@washing-
toncountymn.gov
or 651-430-4384.

(ONTRIBUTED
This map shows the location of the proposed Hardwood Creek Trail connection. It is

approximately one-mile long.

Regional trail: Public invited to open house

BY SHANNON GRANHOLM
MANAGING EDITOR

County up to Chisago County.

The Hardwood Creek Regional Trail is a 10-mile
multiuse trail that runs through Forest Lake and
A major regional trail project continues to Hugo, generally following the Burlington North-
move forward. Once a one-mile extension is

complete, there will be continuity from Ramsey SEE REGIONAL TRAIL, PAGE 11
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Hugo accounts for
nearly 12% of new
construction in
Washington County

BY SHANNON GRANHOLM
MANAGING EDITOR

HUGO — New construction in Hugo continues to be a
popular option for homebuyers. In fact, the city of Hugo
accounted for 11.9% of new construction in Washington
County for 2025.

“We are fourth in Hugo, right behind Woodbury, Cot-
tage Grove and Lake Elmo,” said Tyson Terry, a residen-
tial property appraiser with Washington County. “We
are seeing a lot of the new construction homes being sold
pretty quickly and for asking price ... New construction
has climbed, but it is not through the roof.”

It’s a yearly tradition for the county assessor to visit
the City Council to recap some of the key findings for
the assessment year (AY). Terry shared findings for
AY 2026, based upon actual real estate market trends
of Washington County properties from Oct. 1, 2024,
through Sept. 30, 2025.

Although each property in the county is reassessed
every year based on market conditions, individual prop-
erties are viewed by the assessor every five years. The
reviews begin in March and must be completed by Oct.
30. As a part of AY 2026, 1,476 reviews were completed in
Hugo alone, and 1,812 properties in the city will be up for

SEE ASSESSOR’S UPDATE, PAGE 11
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COUNTY BRIEFS

County Board approves con-
tract, agreements for pave-
ment crack sealing

The Washington County Board of
Commissioners approved an $801,446
contract with Asphalt Surface Tech-
nologies Corp. to provide crack seal-
ing services on roads and highways
in the county. Crack sealing is a key
pavement-preservation strategy that
protects the county’s transportation
infrastructure and extends the life of
existing pavement. This preventive
maintenance approach maximizes the
life of the county’s investment, delays
the need for costly overlays or recon-
struction and supports a safe, reliable
transportation network. Crack sealing
is performed annually to maintain
system-wide pavement health.

The 2026 program will seal road-
way cracks across the county system,
including county roads, county state

www.readthecitizen.com

aid highways, county park roads and
parking lots and city and township road
segments completed at the request and
cost of those jurisdictions.

In addition to the contract, the
County Board approved cost-share
agreements with Birchwood, Stillwa-
ter Township and Grey Cloud Island
Township to cover the costs of crack
sealing on specified city and township
roads. Crack sealing is planned to
begin in May.

Sheriff’s Office receives do-
nation from OUR Rescue for

forensic access tool

The Washington County Sheriff’s
Office received a $6,005 donation
from OUR Rescue to help offset the
costs of a license for a forensic tool
to access encrypted data on mobile
devices. The software, called GrayKey
Essentials, is designed to provide same-

day, lawful access to mobile devices and
extraction of encrypted data.

OUR Rescue is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that exists to protect children from
sex trafficking and sexual exploitation,
a mission best accomplished through
collaboration with law enforcement
agencies both in the U.S. and abroad.
The donation from OUR Rescue is
part of its commitment to empowering
domestic law enforcement agencies by
providing tools, training and technolo-
gy to enhance their abilities to combat
child exploitation.

Sheriff’s Office receives $5K
grant for Shop witha Cop

The Washington County Sheriff’s
Office received $5,000 from Walmart’s
Spark Good local grant pro-
gram in support of the Sheriff’s
Office Shop with a Cop event. The
Washington County Sheriff's Of-

fice has partnered with the Oak
Park Heights Walmart for the
last several years to host a holi-
day Shop with a Cop community
engagement event.

Military families identified by the
Yellow Ribbon Network and stu-
dents nominated by local elementary
schools that could use additional
help to make the holidays a little
brighter are selected to participate in
this event. The selected children are
paired with deputies from the Sheriff's
Office and officers from the Oak Park
Heights Police Department to shop for
gifts for their families. The partici-
pants are also provided a Secret Santa
gift selected by the deputy or officer
that they are paired with. This event
has been a great opportunity for the
Sheriff’s Office employees and volun-
teers to connect with the community in
a positive way.

Scan for this week’s specials!

4630 Centerville Rd, White Bear Lake | 651-653-0000 §

Bunny Search

In this issue of The Citizen

- Find all the bunnies that look like the one on the left hidden in this newspa-

per. Some of them may be black and white.

- Enter the number of bunnies you find on our contest form online for a chance

to win St. Paul Saints tickets.

- The example bunny here does not count toward the total.
- All correct answers will be put into a drawing and one winner will be selected.

Scan the QR code or enter the contest online at:
presspubs.com/site/forms/contest/easter_eggs_
citizen/easter_egg_huntcitizen/

854172
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HUGO SENIOR CITIZENS PLAY ‘500’
When: 12:45 p.m. Thursday, April 2 and
16 and the 1st, 3rd and 5th Thursday of
every month

Where: Rice Lake Centre, 6900 137th
Street N.

Details: Games begin at 12:45 p.m.
Refreshments and coffee served. All
senior citizens from the area invited.
Contact: Barb at 651-592-0369 or barb-
connolly1958@yahoo.com

CRIBBAGE

When: 1 p.m. Monday, April 6 and April
27 and the 1st and 4th Monday of every
month

Where: Rice Lake Centre, 6900 137th St.
N., Hugo

Details: Senior citizens from Hugo and
surrounding area are invited to an af-
ternoon of cribbage. Coffee and refresh-
ments served.

Contact: Alice at 651-429-4413

SENIOR HOUSING DAY

When: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday, April 3
Where: White Bear Area Senior Center,
2399 Cedar Ave.

Details: Explore local housing options,
learn the essentials of aging in place,
find resources to help with the transi-
tion.

Contact: 651-653-3124 or ids624.org

BINGO FOR BROOMSTICKS
When: Friday, April 17; Doors open at 5 p.m. and Bingo

startsat 7 p.m.

BINGO FOR
BOOMSTICKS

CONTRIBUTED

Where: Hugo American Legion

Details: The Hugo Fire Relief Assocaition is partnering
with Ducks Unlimited for a Bingo Night. In addition to
Bingo, there will be raffle prizes. Reserve your spot ahead
of time by visiting https://www.hugofirerelief.org.

Contact: RHoernemann@ci.hugo.mn.us

EASTER EGG HUNT

When: 9:30 a.m. Saturday, April 4
Where: St. Joseph of the Lakes Catholic
Church

Details: Annual egg hunt. Register on-
line at mystjoes.me.

Contact: www.mystjoes.me

GUIDED FILLEBROWN HOUSE TOUR
When: 11 a.m.-noon Saturday, April 4
Where: Fillebrown House, 4735 Lake
Ave., White Bear Lake

Details: Visit the quaint 1879 lakeside
cottage and learn about life in the re-
sort era. Ticket information online.
Contact: whitebearhistory.org

TRIBUTE TO JOHNNY CASH: MITCHELL
HALL AND THE TENNESSEE TRIO
When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 4
Where: Hanifl Performing Arts Center,
4941 Long Ave., White Bear Lake
Details: Tribute to the legace of Johnny
Cash. Ticket information online.
Contact: 651-478-7427 or lakeshoreplay-
ers.org

ONCE UPON A STORY TIME
When: 9-10 a.m. Tuesday, April 7
Where: Wargo Nature Center, 7701 Main

St., Lino Lakes

Details: Step into a world where imag-
ination knows no bounds as a story-
teller takes you on nature adventures
through stories, songs, and crafts. Reg-
istration is encouraged through Ano-
ka County Parks to ensure there are
enough craft supplies for all attending.
Contact: anokacountyparks.com

FUTURES IN BLOOM

When: 7:15-8:45 a.m. Thursday, April 9
Where: Century College, East Campus
Lincoln Mall

Details: Beakfast fundraiser to support
Century College students seeking to
become part of Minnesota’s healthcae
workforce. RSVP.

Contact: 651-444-2314 or century.edu/
giving/foundation-events

NEURODIVERSE AUTHOR READING AND
BOOK RELEASE

When: 10 a.m. Wednesday, April 8
Where: White Bear Center for the Arts,
4971 Long Ave.

Details: Celebrate the release of stories
written by PAI participants by hearing
them told live by the authors.

Contact: whitebeararts.org

ZEPHYRGALA

When: 509 p.m. Saturday, April 10
Where: JX Event Venue, 123 2nd St.,
Stillwater

Details: Signature fundraising event for
Mahtomedi Area Education Foundation
supporting Mahtomedi students and
teachers.Ticket information online.
Contact: onecau.se/zephyrgala26

KIDZ N BIZ

When: 9 a.m.-noon Saturday, April 18
Where: Oneka Elementary

Details: Free community event host-
ed by the Hugo Business Association
connects local business and families
through vendor booths and activities
such as games, inflatables, face paint-
ing, prize drawings, demos, food and
more.

Contact: hugobusinesses.com

CHAIN OF GIVING

When: 5:30-9 p.n. Saturday, April 18
Where: Peder Pederson Pavilion
Details: “Beach Bingo”-theme includes
10 rounds of Bingo, dinner and cash
bar serving vacation-mode drinks.
Fundraiser for Chain of Lakes Rotary
supports STRIVE seniors college schol-
arships and support for community
outreach programs.

Contact: chainoflakesrotary.com

CENTERVILLE TIDBITS

« Spring Lake Park, Blaine, Mounds View (SBM) Fire
Department Assistant Fire Chief Matt Montain gave
an update on the day-to-day calls for service answered
by the SBM Fire Department. So far this year, there
have been 684 calls for service throughout the depart-
ment’s multicity jurisdiction. Twenty of those calls
came from Centerville and included three structure
fires. The department responded quickly to a short-
lived grass fire caused by an out-of-control bonfire.
“Even though it’s wet right now, it doesn’t take a lot to
dry out an area. Careful burning can’t be emphasized
enough,” he said. The department is gearing up for
grass season as signs point to a dry spring. Montain
noted that the department responds to approximately
150 calls for service from Centerville each year. With 24
calls already, expect the activity to pick up to around 40
calls per month in the summer, Montain said. Janu-
ary and February are the slowest months, but activity
peaks in the summer when people are out and about,
he said.

» As part of the city’s capital improvement plan for
water infrastructure, city staff requested permis-
sion to submit a grant application to the Minnesota
Department of Health’s project priority list for water
infrastructure projects that will need to be completed
soon. These projects may become eligible for funding
support from the state’s Drinking Water State Revolv-
ing Fund, but the application had to be submitted by
March 13.

The city must apply to establish eligibility for the pri-
ority list before city projects can be considered. After
rehabilitation work in Well No. 1 revealed that sand in
the well would always be a problem, Public Works Di-
rector Charlie Lehn identified three grant opportuni-
ties for which the city would want to be considered. The
estimated cost of all three projects comes to about $1.6
million. The city may prioritize these three projects as
funding becomes available:

- Well No. 3, to be located in town as a backup to the
city’s other two wells;

- Cleaning, paint evaluation and 10-year maintenance
on the city’s water tower; and

- Meter technology software equipment to streamline

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide!
No Repairs. No Fuss.

- Fair Cash Offer + No House Repairs
* Quick Closing  + Simple Home Sale
+ No Realtor Fees - Convenient Closing Date

Call (844) 978-0683

the reading of meters.

Council approved the submission of the grant appli-
cation seeking future eligibility to obtain funding for
the three projects outlined above.

« The Centerville Elementary PTA Spring Festival
will take place from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. May 3, after council
approved a special event permit. Both the Centennial
Lakes Police Department and SBM Fire Department
have no concerns and have marked their calendars to
participate. There will be bouncy houses, fire trucks,
crafts, raffles, pizza and ice cream, along with other
activities and games. The Centerville Elementary PTA
Spring Festival has been an annual event for many
years.

- Start taking grounders and practicing your swing.
The Centennial Little League has already been ap-
proved by the Parks & Recreation Committee to play
summer baseball, pending submission of the league
schedule. Council also approved a special event permit
allowing the league to use the baseball and softball
fields and facilities at Laurie LalMotte Memorial Park
from April 1 through Sept. 30.

- As the city vowed to support legislation for electric
bicycle safety measures, the CLPD is promoting bike
safety, said City Administrator Athanasia Lewis in her
report. To learn more about bike safety education, click
on the link: www.clpdmn.com.

» Lewis also noted that 2026 spring weight restric-
tions are now in effect. Visit the city website at www.
centervillemn.com for a list of roadways with restric-
tions.

« The Public Works Department stresses that plowing
season is not over. Please do not remove the markers

that are in place along the roadways and yards.

« The Planning and Zoning Commission has high-
lighted a few proposed projects to be under review
during the next couple of months:

- Wood of Old Mill - the third and final phase of the
0Old Mill Estates Development

- Sutton Transportation expansion

- Engineering Office at 1737 Main St.

In the meantime, the Equinox Development proposal
for townhouses on 21st Street has been withdrawn.

« In mid-March, Anoka County mails out statements
for property taxes payable in 2026 and valuation notic-
es (2026 value on which 2027 taxes will be based). If you
believe the valuation or classification of your property
isincorrect, call Centerville City Assessor Mary Wells
at 763-412-1966 Ext. 1 to discuss. There is also a formal
appeal option, which is the opportunity to appear
before the Centerville Local Board of Appeal & Equal-
ization meeting. The meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 23, at Centerville City Hall in council
chambers.

« Council Member David Kubat has submitted his
resignation due to residency issues, and council has
accepted it. Half of Kubat’s term remains, and council
will determine how many people to interview for his
vacant seat, as well as the process for rounding up can-
didates. That person will serve until the next election
cycle. With Kubat’s departure, a seat on the Parks &
Recreation Committee is now open.

« Council has rescheduled the April 9 meeting to
April 16 to meet quorum requirements.

Loretta Harding

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Find the church that fits your needs

Join us on Sunday:
10:15 am in-person Worship and
Live-streaming on

YouTube: FPCWBL

5% and Bloom Ave, White Bear Lake ¢ 651-429-3381 www.fpcwbl.orgg

Celebrate

Mass with us!

Saturday at 4:30 pm Parish Community Center
6995 Centerville Rd, Centerville
Sunday at 8:30 am St. John’s Site

14383 Forest Blvd N, Hugo

Sunday at 10:30 am Parish Community Center

6995 Centerville Rd, Centerville

www.stgens.org 651-429-7937

761757

9:00 a.m. Worship,
10:30 a.m. Education Hour
for All Ages, Worship and
Bible Study are also available
through our YouTube Channel

The LORD is my li;;ht and my salvation — whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life — of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1

NEW LIFE CHURCH - LUTHERAN
6000 N. 148th St. East of HWY 61(next to Hugo Elementary)
651-429-1975 » www.newlifehugo.org

762058

Service times are subject to change. Contact your local church or check church web sites for service time
and online service information. To make changes or to advertise here, call 651-407-1200

836164
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Thank you,
readers

re you ready for spring as our local garden
centers begin to open? This community is an
amazing place to live, from our local schools,
sports, arts, events and entertainment,
to the wonderful local options to dine out. This
community is next-level. Here at
the The Citizen, we are grateful for
you. Over the past few weeks as a
result of our first-ever saturation
drops more than 1,000 households
throughout Hugo have received
complimentary copies of the local
newspaper. Many of you have made
the decision that you would like
to receive it regularly through a
mailed subscription. From this
sampling experiment, we have also
received great feedback. A few of
our readers have asked for more
detailed crime reports, and others
have asked for less negative news
and more feel-good stories. We
take your input to heart as we strive to be your best
source for community information featuring hyper-
local news.

Thank you for your vote of confidence with a
subscription to your locally-owned newspaper. Of
our new readers, nearly 100% have requested to be
part of our new email newsletter. This provides the
editor’s picks of regional stories, what’s happening
events and news updates delivered straight to your
email inbox. Sign up for the newsletter at presspubs.
com/signup.

We are beginning our spring subscriber cam-
paign. We rely on subscriptions to help offset the
rapidly rising cost of providing the local news,
including labor, health care and postage. We have
seen more than a 50% increase in postage from the
USPS in the past few years. Many years ago, most
local papers were delivered by youth carriers, and
we are now starting to bring back that method. This
can be a fun opportunity for local kids to have their
first job. Essentially, youth carriers own a busi-
ness, spurring entrepreneurial spirit. Kids learn
discipline from delivering in a timely fashion, they
learn time management and how to navigate their
schedule to fit in delivering the paper with school,
music lessons and sports. Many famous people got
their start in business with a paper route, including
Warren Buffett, Walt Disney, Wayne Gretzky and
Martin Luther King JR.

Thank you for reading. Thank you for your
feedback on areas that you’d like to see us cover and
those areas that you appreciate our reporting. With
that, I ask for your support with a subscription.
Please fill out the enclosed envelope and subscribe
to support the hyper-local news you use. We also
have an online option to subscribe. It requires you
to create an account on our website then click to
subscribe. Subscribing to the paper gives you both
print and online options.

If you think about trying to attend the community
meetings that impact your life — planning com-
missions, school boards, city councils, parks and
watershed districts to name a few — you realize how
much time it would take and how inconvenient it
would be. Our reporters are there so you don't have
to be. In the pages of The Citizen we are providing
summaries of these meetings in so you don't have
to miss the information. We work hard to save you
time and keep you informed. Please take a few min-
utes to sign up to support the local news.

Carter Johnson

Carter Johnson is Publisher of Press
Publications.

Scan QR to subscribe
or fill out envelope
inserted in this issue.

Creating the Conditions to Build the Future

emarks recently shared

by Dr. Kazmierczak at the

conclusion of a comprehen-

sive Building Our Future &
Facilities Update presentation to
the School Board

Asour list of
finished Build-
ing Our Future
construction
projects is coming
to fruition — with
Early Childhood
and Transition
Education spaces
being finalized at
Sunrise in prepa-
ration for housing
the programs
inthefall-it’sa
meaningful time
to pause and
reflect.

This transformation has been a
massive undertaking, beginning
with the vision of former School
Board members and some of our
current members. Over the course
of this journey - from developing
the plan to supporting the informa-
tional campaign and guiding the
initial implementation —leaders
including Janet Newberg, George
Kimball, Kim Chapman, Ellen Fa-
hey, Chris Hiniker, Lori Swanson,
Cathy Storey, Marge Newmaster,
Scott Wilson, Don Mullin and Rolf
Parsons as well as current mem-
bers Scott Arcand, Deb Beloyed,
Kathleen Daniels, Angela Thomp-
son, Jessica Ellison, and Chris
Streiff Oji have played an essential
role.

I remember sitting in my office
shortly after joining the district
when two of our coaching and

Wayne
Kazmierczak

» Limited to 350 words.

- Submissions must Include
a full name, address and
daytime phone number for
verification.

- Letter writers must live, work
or have another connection to
Press Publications coverage
area.

« Letter writers are limited

at least four weeks must
lapse between publication.
Exceptions may be made for
rebuttal letters.

- Due to space limitations,
letters that don’t address local
issues are not guaranteed
publication.

- Repeat letters by the same
writer about the same subject

teaching legends, Don Glover and
Jim Galvin, stopped by to ask when
we were going to begin facilities
work that was so clearly needed.
They were familiar with my work
in a previous district and were en-
ergized by what might be possible
here. As Irecall, Mr. Galvin was
ready to start knocking on doors
that very day.

The shared vision — and the tire-
less efforts of nearly 100 communi-
ty and staff members who served
on our facilities planning commit-
tee —has been truly inspiring. To
everyone who participated in those
early meetings, reviewed blue-
prints, and shared their hopes for
our schools: thank you. You helped
lay the foundation for everything
we see today.

The centerpiece of this entire vi-
sion is, of course, our unified White
Bear Lake Area High School.

For the first time in decades, our
students in grades 9 through 12
are learning together under one
roof. This is about more than a
375,000-square-foot addition or a
stunning new student union com-
mons area inspired by our commu-
nity’s sailing heritage —it’s about
the student experience. By bring-
ing our students together, we've
eliminated transitions that once
fractured the high school journey,
allowing for deeper relationships,
expanded opportunities, and a
stronger sense of “Bear pride” that
begins on day one of freshman
year.

Beyond the high school, this
work has revitalized fifteen
campuses across the district. We
have done so strategically — utiliz-
ing multiple revenue sources and

THE CITIZEN | LETTER GUIDELINES

published.
editing.

of the week prior to
publication.

» Submissions containing
libelous or derogatory
statements will not be

- All letters are subject to

- Deadline is 5 p. m., Wednesday

maximizing every dollar of the 2019
bond - to ensure that the benefits
reach every corner of our district,
from our earliest learners to our
senior citizens.

We know that this work requires
a deep level of public trust. That is
why we were especially heartened
by the results of our 2024 communi-
ty survey. With 86% of our resi-
dents and 91% of our parents rating
the quality of our district favorably,
these results are a testament to
the partnership we share. The
survey also affirmed a high level of
confidence in our efforts to steward
tax dollars responsibly. We take
that fiscal responsibility seriously,
and we believe these modernized,
sustainable facilities are clear evi-
dence of that commitment.

This project has been truly
transformational. We haven't
just renovated buildings; we have
reimagined what learning looks
like in White Bear. We have created
spaces that foster student agency,
support career pathways, and
ensure that every child who walks
through our doors feels safe, wel-
comed, and inspired.

To our families, our staff, and
the entire White Bear Lake Area
community: thank you for your
support, your patience during
construction, and your unwavering
belief in our students. Together, we
have built a future that will serve
this community for generations to
come.

Dr. Wayne Kazmierczak
Superintendent, White Bear Lake
Area Schools

com, fax it to 651-429-1242
or mail or deliver it to Press
Publications, 4779 Bloom Ave.,
White Bear Lake, MN 55110.
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Unproud servants

All of us want things to go better in
our relationships. None of us wants
things to go poorly with others. So
how can we help things to go smooth-
er between us? While there are many
ways to answer this
question, let’s talk
about just one way:
swallowing our
pride. This reminds
us of an interesting
interaction Jesus
once had with some
of His closest friends.
James and John once
made a bold re-
quest of Jesus. They
thought they knew
what was best, and
they wanted to help
Him be in charge of
heaven (Mark 10:37).
When Jesus’ other close friends heard
this, they were understandably upset
(Mark 10:41).

What about us? Our Midwest sense
of modesty usually tells us that we
are humble people. But how often do
we sit on the sidelines and think we
know what is best? The classic exam-
ple is the “armchair quarterback”
who sits safely at home and thinks he
has all the answers on how his team
could win. But we do this with way
more than just watching sports. How
often do we think we have the an-
swers as we complain about things at
school or work? When we look at our
world, how often do we sit back and
think we have the answers and we
know how to solve all these problems?
This even affects our relationships.
Have you ever given unsolicited ad-
vice? Have you ever offered your “two
cents” when nobody asked for it? We
learn the hard way how this kind of

Tim Heinecke

attitude affects our relationships and
makes it harder to get along.
So, what is the answer? Jesus

answered this situation with, “Not
so with you. Instead, whoever wants
to become great among you must be
your servant, and whoever wants
to be first must be a servant of all.”
(Mark 10:43-44) When we “swallow
our pride” and are willing serve
others, it helps our relationships.
When we are willing to serve, then
we are willing to do two things: listen
to others and admit we do not have all
the answers. The best example of this
is Jesus! The very next thing He said
was, “For even the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and
to give his life as a ransom for many.”
(Mark 10:45) Jesus loves us enough
to serve and save us. Even though
He has all the answers, He still loves
us enough to listen to us and humble
Himself. Easter is a great time to re-
member how much God loves us and
how we have the joy of serving others.
Not only do we benefit from this, but
our relationships will benefit as well!

If you are looking for a church
home to celebrate with this Easter, we
invite you to join our church family!
A free Easter breakfast is at 8 a.m.
and worship is at 9 a.m. on Easter
Sunday (April 5). Worship will also
be live-streamed on our YouTube
channel. For more information, check
out www.newlifehugo.org.

Tim Heinecke is the pastor at New
Life Church Lutheran in Hugo.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Xcel Energy holds public

hearings for new gas rates

At the beginning of 2026, Xcel Energy
asked the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission to approve an increase in
natural gas rates. The requested in-
crease is approximately 8.2%, or ap-
proximately $63.4 million. On average,
the proposed final rate change would
increase the monthly bill for a typical
residential electric customer by $7.11, or
8.7%.

Administrative Law Judge Kimber-
ly Middendorf will hold six in-person
public hearings and two virtual public
hearings between April 27 and May 6,
2026, so customers have an opportunity
to comment on the request.

For information and the public
hearing schedule can be found online
at tinyurl.com/4yw6ct9z. If you have
questions about the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission review process or
need assistance submitting comments,

SCHOOL BRIEF

Students plant ter-

rariums at Oneka

Fifth graders at Oneka
Elementary recently made
terrariums. In science
lessons, students are
learning about ecosystems
and how different environ-
ments thrive. They worked
together to plant grass and
alfalfa seeds and added
amealworm and leaves.
Students are also using the
scientific method to observe
and record what happens to
their terrariums over the
next few weeks.

contact the Commission’s Consumer Af-
fairs Office at 651-296-0406 or consumer.
puc@state.mn.us.

Watershed district offers
shoreline restoration grants

The Rice Creek Watershed District
(RCWD) offers a variety of shoreline
restoration grants for raingardens,
erosion control and more. The RCWD
water quality grant program provides
an opportunity for individuals and
organizations to actively participate in
improving the water quality within the
district. This program funds projects
that implement best management prac-
tices to address water quality challeng-
es within the watershed. Successful
applicants can receive up to $10,000 for
an eligible project. For more informa-
tion, visit www.ricecreek.org/grants/
water-quality-grants.

(ONTRIBUTED
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POLICEREPORTS

The Washington County Sheriff's
Office reported the following calls for
service:

»« Washington County Sheriff’s
Office deputies arrested an indi-
vidual of undisclosed identity on a
warrant at 5:05 p.m. Feb. 19 in the
15000 block of Greene Avenue N.

« Deputies on stationary patrol
for drivers indulging in illegal
passing on Highway 61 and 125th
Street N. at 5:19 p.m. Feb. 19 cited
a violator of that state law in the
5000 block of 130th Street N. A sec-
ond motorist was issued a written
warning for the same violation at
8:43 p.m. on Everton Avenue N.
and 121st Street N.

» Following an alert for a domestic
abuse no-contact order violation
involving a parent and minor
child, deputies arrived in the 5000
block of 165th Street N. at 10:08
p.m. Feb. 20 and determined there
was sufficient evidence to prove
that a violation of a court order
had occurred and arrested the
suspect.

» A speeding motorist was issued a
written warning for the offense at
midnight Feb. 21 on Oneka Lake
Blvd. N. and Geneva Avenue N.

» Proving that free-range deer can
suddenly appear out of the head-
lights and jump on squad cars as
well as civilian cars, deputies on
routine patrol in the 13000 block
of Goodview Avenue fell victim to
a gotcha deer at 6:18 p.m. Feb. 2,
even though the squad was fully
marked. In the Case of the Undis-
criminating Deer, deputies’ squad
sustained moderate front-end dam-
age and had to be towed back to
the law enforcement center.

» Deputies found an aban-
doned bicycle at 10:11 p.m.
Feb. 21 on the sidewalk near
the community center in
the 15000 block of Farnham
Avenue N. The bike was not
listed as stolen or missing,
so deputies placed it near
the community center secu-
rity camera.

» A motorist behind in the paper-

PUBLICSAFETY BRIEFS

work of owning and driving a
vehicle was pulled over in deuces
wild fashion at 2:00 a.m. Feb. 22 on
Frenchman Road and Victor Hugo
Blvd. N. for expired registration.
During the stop, the driver was
unable to produce any proof of
insurance and was likely cited.

A PlayStation 5 and controllers
were reported stolen from the 6000
block of 145th Circle N. at 5:33 p.m.
Feb. 22.

A resident in the 15000 block of
Glenbrook Avenue N. at 10:41 a.m.
Feb. 23 reported his credit card
skimmed recently and fraudulent
charges put on the card immedi-
ately.

A motorist on Main Street and Ot-
ter Lake Road was pulled over and
received a citation at 7:20 p.m. Feb.
23 for expired registration.

A resident in the 4000 block of
149th Street N. reported a neighbor
for making loud banging noises at
9:27 p.m. Feb. 23. However, when
deputies spoke with the neighbor,
that neighbor said they’d also
heard the same noise. It is un-
known who or what was making
the noise, and both parties stated
they had filed complaints with the
homeowner’s association.

A southbound motorist was cited
for speeding at 9:30 p.m. Feb. 24 in
the 15000 block of Forest Blvd. N.
by deputies on patrol on Highway
61, who pulled the vehicle over
due to its high speed. During the
traffic stop, deputies identified
the driver and issued the speeding
ticket due to his “history of having
a lead foot.”

 After a gas can was re-
ported in the middle of the
roadway on Frenchman
Road and Forest Blvd. N.
at 12:18 p.m. Feb. 25, depu-
ties quickly responded and
removed it.

» Washington County Sheriff’s
Office deputies received a report
from motorists stuck waiting at
ared light at 12:25 p.m. Feb. 25
that the traffic lights on French-
man Road and Victor Hugo Blvd.
N. were not changing. Deputies
arrived on scene to confirm they
were not changing and summoned

the Hugo Public Works Depart-

ment.

- A motorist speeding along Forest
Blvd. N. and 140th Street N. was is-
sued a traffic ticket for that offense
at 4:51 p.m. Feb. 25.

- While on routine patrol on French-
man Road and Victor Hugo Blvd.
N. at 5:37 p.m. Feb. 25 deputies
observed a vehicle with its license
plate tucked away in the back
window, almost entirely obstruct-
ed from view. After they stopped
the vehicle, deputies also noticed
the vehicle had no working brake
lights. In contacting the driver,
deputies also noticed that no proof
of insurance was forthcoming.

The driver was then cited for the
lack of insurance and faulty brake
lights.

» Inthe Case of the Filibus-
tering Fido, the ownerof a
barking dog was cited for
violating city ordinances at
9:45 p.m. Feb. 26, following
a complaint from the 4000
block of Rosemary Way N.

» A speeding driver was arrested
for multiple violations at 9:56 p.m.
Feb. 26 in the 14000 block of Forest
Blvd. N. after deputies on patrol
observed him speeding 16 mph
over the speed limit in downtown
Hugo. During the traffic stop, the
driver tried to argue with depu-
ties, saying the speed limit was 40
mph, which meant he was al-
lowed to drive at 50 mph. Deputies

wereissued a written warn-

ing at 9:03 p.m. Feb. 28 for

allowing their dog to charge
their neighbor.

A suspicious SUV parked outside
a residence in the 5000 block of
120th Street N. at 12:10 a.m. March
1 with its lights on turned out to be
a man out for the evening with his
girlfriend. Deputies advised the
couple to leave.

» Deputies conducted a traffic stop
for hands free violation and for
tabs that expired in May 2025
at 5:00 p.m. March 1 on French-
man Road. Another motorist was
stopped and cited at midnight
March 3 on Forest Blvd. N. at 159th
Street N. for expired registration.
A third motorist was cited at mid-
night March 4 in the 6000 block
of Egg Lake Road N. for tabs that
expired in September 2024.

» Deputies responded to a driver
who was in a bit of a pickle at 9:26
p.m. March 3 in the 12000 block of
Goodview Avenue N. The driver
somehow left his vehicle while
it was in reverse and managed
to lock the keys in the car while
it was in gear and he was on the
wrong side of the locked doors.
After deputies were unable to open
the vehicle, the driver suggested
that the best way to get inside the
vehicle would be to try to break
the windshield for access. Depu-
ties quickly advised against that
plan, saying that special glass is
used for windshields to keep them
intact in the event of a crash to
protect and keep the individuals

quickly assured him that the speed inside.

limit was 35 mph and that he was
speeding at 51 mph. The disagree-
ment led deputies to make sure the
driver’s other motoring obligations
were up to date. They discovered
the driver had no insurance for

his vehicle, nor did he enjoy valid
driving status. Deputies had had

» Deputies continued their streak in
not being able to unlock vehicles
after they couldn’t open a vehicle
at 4:18 a.m. March 4 in the 13000
block of Fenway Blvd. N. As they
didn’t have the proper tools, they
advised the driver to call a tow
service.

enough and took him into custody.

» Residents in the 6000 block of 145th

Loretta Harding

Circle N. reported a group of ju-
veniles for throwing eggs at their o
house at 8:15 p.m. Feb. 28. A

» Inthe Case of the Charging
Chihuahua, dog ownersinthe
6000 block of 158th Street N.

Minnesota State Rep. Elliott Engen

arrested on suspicion of DUI

Minnesota State Rep. Elliott Engen (District 36A),
who is running for state auditor, has been charged
with fourth-degree DWI following a traffic stop in
White Bear Lake.

The evening before the arrest, En-
gen was scheduled to attend a “Eyes
on Fraud” fundraiser at The Minneso-
tan in downtown White Bear Lake.

According to the White Bear Lake
Police Department, at approximately
1:51 a.m. Friday, March 27, the agency
conducted a traffic stop near the in-

tersection of Fourth Street and Otter
_ . (ONRBUTED 1 ake Road in White Bear Lake for
ElliottEngen  ,},cerved traffic violations, including
speeding, expired registration and
an inoperable headlight. The driver, a 27-year-old
male from Lino Lakes identified as Engen, was ar-
rested for suspicion of driving while impaired.

Engen was transported to the White Bear Lake
Police Department, where a breath test reportedly
indicated a blood alcohol concentration of 0.13. He
was subsequently booked into the Ramsey County
Adult Detention Center on a charge of fourth-de-

gree DWI and later released from custody.

As of press time, the case had been forwarded to
White Bear Lake’s prosecuting attorney for pro-
cessing.

Fire department confirms identities,
ages of victims in house fire

The White Bear Lake Fire Department has re-
leased the names and ages of the four victims in the
house fire that occurred in the 2100 block of Rich-
ard Avenue March 21.

Jessi (Pierce) Hinrichs, 38, and her three chil-
dren, Hudson Hinrichs, 8, Cayden Hinrichs, 6, and
Avery Hinrichs, 4, were killed in the fire. Prelimi-
nary findings have not led to any evidence that the
fire was set intentionally. The official cause of the
fire remains under investigation by the White Bear
Lake Fire Department and State Fire Marshal’s
Office.

“(They) will forever be loved and remembered by
their husband and father, Mike Hinrichs, and the
White Bear Lake and Mahtomedi communities,”
said White Bear Lake Fire Chief Greg Peterson.
“We have been in close contact with Mike to sup-
port him, his family and his friends. He has asked

us to share his request for privacy while he grieves
and the rest of his family and friends navigate this
unimaginable time.”

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY: 10 AM -2 AM
SATURDAY - SUNDAY: 9AM - 2AM

9005 S Hwy Dr, Circle Pines, MN 55014
cowboyssaloon.co
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HUGO BITS AND PIECES

» Executive Director Tim Cryer, from Lakes Center
for Youth & Families, recently visited the council to
present the annual report and provide updates on the
organization, which is celebrating its 50th anniversa-
ry in 2026. “In the nonprofit world, that is nothing to
shake a stick at, to be around that long. We really feel
blessed,” Cryer said.

Some highlights from the report include:

- According to data from the Minnesota Student
Survey, there are 18,468 youth grades K-12 in Wash-
ington, Anoka and Chisago counties. Of those, 26%
struggle with depression; 30% struggle with anxiety;
8% struggle with substance use; 20% missed 10% or
more of school; 15% seriously are considering suicide;
and 5% have attempted suicide.

- 135 youth per year are served by the Strong Start
program; 125 clients per year are served by the Juve-
nile Justice program; and 176 youth per year are men-
tored through the Education Engagement program.

- The center hosted over 3,000 counseling sessions
and served 230 clients in 2025.

The public is invited to attend the Taste of Lakes
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday, April 23, at Invisible
Wounds Project, 840 Lake Street S, Unit B, Forest
Lake. The keynote speaker will be Sam Eaton, author
and founder of “Recklessly Alive.” Proceeds from
the event support mentoring, counseling, truancy
intervention and restorative supports for youth and
families across the communities.

For 2026, the city of Hugo will contribute $17,670 in
financial support to Lakes Center for Youth & Fami-
lies for providing support programs to Hugo families
relating to counseling, intervention and enrichment.

« The Hugo Fire Department now has a recipro-
cal emergency services agreement in place with
Spring Lake Park-Blaine-Mounds View (SBM) Fire
Department. Since SBM recently merged with the
Centennial Fire District, SBM has requested the city
of Hugo continue its auto aid response to the city of

Cleaning and Checkups
Cosmetic Dentistry Teeth Whitening
Crowns and Bridges TMJ

Dental Implants Veneers

(651) 429-3348
lakeshorefamilydentist.com

4706 Banning Ave, White Bear Lake

www.readthecitizen.com

Centerville as it has previously, despite the merger. In
return, SBM has also agreed to provide resources for
structure fires in the city of Hugo.

 The Chain of Lakes Rotary will host its Chain of
Giving event from 5:30 to 9 p.m. Saturday, April 18,
at the Peder Pederson Pavilion. This year’s theme is
Beach Bingo and will include 10 rounds of bingo, din-
ner and a cash bar serving “vacation mode” drinks
for a mini getaway. Proceeds benefit STRIVE seniors,
helping provide college scholarships to send students
to camps and support other community outreach
programs. For more information, visit https://chaino-
flakesrotary.com. The council approved a lawful
gambling permit and temporary liquor license for the
event.

« The council will host the Local Board of Appeals
and Equalization meeting at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, April
2, in the Oneka Room at City Hall.

- A reminder to families that the annual Kidz n Biz
event is scheduled from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, April
18, at Oneka Elementary School.

» The Planning Commission and City Council have
scheduled a joint workshop for 5:30 p.m. Thursday,
April 23, in the Oneka Room at City Hall. City Admin-
istrator Bryan Bear explained that the purpose of the
workshop is an update and discussion about the city’s
zoning ordinances, including residential zoning dis-
tricts, lot widths, setbacks, apartment development,
etc.

« This summer, several concerts are planned at
Lions Volunteer Park on Wednesday nights. Dates
include May 27, July 8, Aug. 5 and Sept. 2. See the city
website for more information.

The next City Council meeting will be at 7 p.m. Mon-
day, April 6, at City Hall.

Shannon Granholm

Check us out on
Instagram!

@presspubs
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Existing families refer your friends

and family and receive the same
discount as a new family after the

12th week of the referrals enroliment.

Not valid on School-age care.

Apple Academy provides safe,
fun, and worry-free child care.
We incorporate the nurturing of
a home-like environment with
the quality of a commercial child
care center.

1845 Main St., Centerville | 651-762-8911

centerville@applecw.com

26427 Forest Blvd.,Wyoming | 651-462-8772

wyoming@applecw.com

Visit applecw.com or call for tuition specials

845309

No insurance? Patients love our membership plan! Give us a call today!

Restorative Dentistry

Dr. Jason P. Ross

White Bear Lake’s welcoming, comfortable, and

Dr. Ellen D. Jacobson

Dr. Kali Hildebrand

community-focused dental experience for every stage of life.
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RATE INCREASE NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR XCEL ENERGY MINNESOTA CUSTOMERS

Xcel Energy asked the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) to approve an increase in natural gas
rates beginning Jan. 1, 2026. The requested increase is approximately 8.2% or $63.4 million. On average,
the proposed final rate change would increase the monthly bill for a typical residential natural gas
customer by 8.7% or $7.11.

The MPUC may either approve, deny, or modify the requested changes, including approving a lesser or
greater increase than was requested for any customer class or classes of service.

The MPUC will likely make its decision on our rate request in the fourth quarter of 2026. If final rates are
lower than interim (temporary) rates, we will refund customers the difference with interest. If final rates
are higher than interim rates, we will not charge customers the difference.

If you move before a refund is issued and we cannot find you, your refund may be treated as abandoned
property and sent to the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Unclaimed Property Unit. You can check
for unclaimed property at www.missingmoney.com. To make sure we can send you any refund owed,
please provide a forwarding address when you stop service.

Public Hearings

Administrative Law Judge Kimberly Middendorf will hold six in-person public hearings and two virtual
public hearings so that customers have an opportunity to comment on our request. Any Xcel Energy
customer or other person may attend or provide comments at the hearings. You are invited to comment
on the adequacy and quality of Xcel Energy’s service, the level of rates, or other related matters. You do not
need to be represented by an attorney. The hearings will begin at their scheduled time and adjourn after
everyone present has had an opportunity to comment or ask questions.

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE

Date Time Location

Washington County
Heritage Center
1862 Greeley St. S.
Stillwater, MN 55082

Monday, April 27, 2026 1:30 p.m.

Virtual WebEx

TUICEE B, (i 2, TS (see access details below)

1:30 p.m.
Wyoming Area Library
26855 Forest Blvd.
Wyoming, MN 55092

Tuesday, April 28,2026 6:30 p.m.

Great River Regional Library
Bremer Room 104

404 W St. Germain St.

St. Cloud, MN 56301

Wednesday, April 29, 2026 1:30 p.m.

Winona State University
Kryzsko Commons
Purple Rooms 247 - 249
500 Huff St.

Winona, MN 55987

Monday, May 4, 2026 6:30 p.m.

Ramsey County Library
Community Program Room
2180 Hamline Ave. N.
Roseville, MN 55113

Virtual WebEx
(see access details below)

Tuesday, May 5, 2026 1:30 p.m.

Tuesday, May 5, 2026 6:30 p.m.
Robert Trail Library

Robert Trail Large Meeting Room
14395 S. Robert Trail
Rosemount, MN 55068

Wednesday, May 6, 2026 6:00 p.m.

Bad weather? Find out if a hearing is canceled —
call (toll free) 855-731-6208 or 651-201-2213
or visit mn.gov/puc.

Virtual Public Hearings
Public hearings have been scheduled as follows to be held via video conference.

April 28, 2026, at 1:30 p.m. and May 5, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.

Attend by Internet Connection (Audio and Video)

To join the virtual hearing using a computer, tablet, or smart phone, where you will have audio and
video capability, go to: https://minnesota.webex.com. In the gray box where it says, “Enter Meeting
Information” type the Event Number below for the public hearing date you are attending:

April 28, 2026 May 5, 2026
1:30 p.m. 6:30 p.m.

Event Number: Event Number:

2490 656 2535 2489 688 6927
_Event Password, _Event Password,
if needed: XCEL28 if needed: XCEL55

Directions for Appearing via WebEx.

+ Logon5to 15 minutes before the hearing begins. You will be asked to join the hearing through a WebEx
application or through a plug-in for your web browser.

» Enter the Event Number shown in the box above.

+ Next, you will be asked to enter your name, your email address, and an event password (if required).
After entering this information, click “Join Now” and you will be granted access to the virtual hearing.

+ When you enter the hearing, your microphone will be muted. If you would like to ask a question or make
a comment during the meeting, use the chat function to send a message to the meeting moderator, who
will place you in the queue to comment. When it is your turn to comment, your name will be called and
your line will be unmuted. You will then be able to ask questions or make a comment.

To Attend by Telephone (Audio Only)

If you do not have access to a computer, tablet, or smart phone, or if you would prefer to attend the
hearing via audio only, you may join using any type of telephone. You do not need internet access to call
into the hearing; however, you will only be able to hear (not see) the speakers. You will still be able to
comment and ask questions.

Use the information in the box below to dial into the hearing. You will be asked to enter the access code for
the hearing, as set forth below:

Ap{il 28,2026

May 5, 2026
6:30 p.m.

:30 p.m.

Phone:
1-855-282-6330
Access Code:
2489 688 6927
Event password:
923555 from phones

Phone:
1-855-282-6330
Access Code:
2490 656 2535
Event password:
923528 from phones

If you would like to ask a question or make a comment during the hearing, press *3 on your
telephone. You will then be placed into the queue to comment. When it is your turn to speak, the
last few digits of your telephone number will be announced by the moderator and your line will be
unmuted, allowing you to be heard.

Public Hearing and Process Information

Administrative Law Judge Kimberly Middendorf will preside over the public hearings and will provide the
Commission with findings of fact, conclusions of law, and recommendations after the conclusion of the
evidentiary hearing The purpose of the public hearings is to receive public input on the proposed rate
increase. At the public hearings, interested persons have the opportunity to: (1) ask questions of the utility
and agency staff; and (2) offer verbal and written comments on the merits of the proposed rate increase.
Members of the public may participate without needing to intervene as a party. Representation by legal
counsel is permitted but not required.

Please note that the public hearings will end when all attendees have had the opportunity to comment
and all other business has been concluded. You are encouraged to join the meeting at the scheduled start
time to be placed in the queue to comment. Commenters will be called in the order they enter the queue.
Please arrive at the beginning of the hearing to ensure you will have time to comment.

Written comments may be submitted during the comment period before and after the public hearings.
Follow the instructions below to provide written comment.

Please contact Christine Pham at 651-201-2249 or christine.pham@state.mn.us if you have questions
on how to participate or have trouble accessing the public hearing using telephone or internet.

WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

You can still submit comments even if you do not attend a public hearing.

Comment Period
Comments will be accepted through May 19, 2026.

« Comments must be received by 4:30 p.m. on the close date.

« Comments received after the comment period closes may not be considered
for the record.

How to Submit a Written Comment

Written comments can be submitted via: (1) the Commission’s website; (2) electronic mail; (3) U.S. Mail;
or (4) fax. To learn how to submit a comment in any of these ways, please visit mn.gov/puc, select “Get
Involved” from the dropdown menu on the top of the page, then select “Public Comments and How to
Participate.” This will take you to the Public Comment page where you will find a list of ways to comment.
Be sure to reference MPUC Docket No. 25-356 in the subject line of your comment.

Xcel Energy’

N

If you do not have access to the internet, you may send or deliver your comment to:

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Ste. 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

Important: Comments can be reviewed by the public on the MPUC’s website, except in limited
circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The MPUC does not edit or
delete personally identifying information from comments received.

EVIDENTIARY HEARINGS

Formal evidentiary hearings on Xcel Energy’s proposal will be held on May 11 - 12,2026, starting at 9:30
a.m. each day. The evidentiary hearings will be held at the Public Utilities Commission, 350 Metro Square
Building, 121 Seventh Place East, St. Paul, Minnesota. Individuals who cannot attend in person may attend
via via WebEx, a video conferencing platform. Members of the public who wish to attend the hearing
through WebEx may request an electronic invitation by contacting MPUC staff Christine Pham at 651-
201-2249 or christine.pham@state.mn.us.

The purpose of the evidentiary hearing is to allow Xcel Energy, the Minnesota Department of Commerce
— Division of Energy Resources, the Minnesota Office of Attorney General — Residential Utilities Division,
and parties who have formally joined the contested case, to present testimony and to cross-examine each
other’s witnesses on the proposed rate increase.

TO LEARN MORE
Xcel Energy’s current and proposed rate schedules are available at:

Xcel Energy

414 Nicollet Mall

Minneapolis MN 55401

Phone 612-330-5500

Web: xcelenergy.com/company/rates_and_regulations/filings

Minnesota Department of Commerce

85 7th Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

Phone: 651-539-1534

Web: https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us. Under “eDockets” select “Search Documents” insert
“25-356” in the Docket #s field, select Search, and the list of documents will appear on the next page.

If you have questions about the MPUC’s review process or need assistance in submitting comments,
contact the Commission’s Consumer Affairs Office at:

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

Phone: 651-296-0406 or 800-657-3782
Email: consumer.puc@state.mn.us

Anyone with hearing or speech disabilities may call through their preferred Telecommunications Relay.

Please contact the MPUC staff Christine Pham at 651-201-2249 or christine.pham@state.mn.us as
soon as possible if you need an interpreter or accommodation to attend a public hearing.

PROPOSED RATES

Average Monthly Average Monthly Average Monthly Average Monthly

Customer Class Usage in Ccf Bill - Current Bill - Interim Bill - Proposed
(or therms) Rates Rates Rates
Residential 71 $82 $88 $89
Small Commercial 189 $199 $211 $221
Large Commercial 1,303 $1,235 $1,300 $1,315
Small Demand 7,924 $6,918 $7,293 $7,405
Large Demand 17,776 $15,015 $15,809 $16,108
Small Interruptible 6,745 $4,633 $4,898 $5,001
Med. Interruptible 46,220 $27,353 $28,555 $30,196
Large Interruptible 617,483 $350,615 $364,315 $379,449
Large Firm Transport** 75,708 $19,432 $22,455 $24,088
Tsrr;“:igg:f"” 2lel 6,745 $1,729 $1,998 $2,097
T'\faegég:ftir*“ ptible 118,174 $19,722 $22,724 $26,990
Tiffp'g:f{f el 2,119,680 $88 455 $99,345 $88,455

** Transportation classes bill estimates do not include the cost of gas

xcelenergy.com | © 2026 Xcel Energy Inc. Xcel Energy is a registered trademark of Xcel Energy Inc. | 26-02-910

852841
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Centurion team member wins FIRST

Leadership Award

Isaac Cavegn, a student at Centennial High School
and member of the Centurions robotics team, has won
the FIRST Leadership Award. Due to his achievement,
Cavegn has been named a finalist for the award at the
world championships in Houston.

“He demonstrates strong leadership skills, but what
stands out most to me is his humility; he leads by ex-
ample and without ego. Isaac consistently gives to his
classmates and is never focused on taking, making his
accomplishments all the more admirable,” Centurions
Head Coach Ken Mechtel said.

Cavegn was nominated for the award by his coaches
in recognition of his continued commitment and leader-
ship on the robotics team. In addition to his dedication
to the robotics design team, Cavegn has taken on a full

PSEO course load.

This is the second year in a row a Centennial student
has won the award. Last year’s winner was Andrew
Abraham. Mechtel said it’s been an honor for the team
to win the award two years in a row.

“It is a testament to the dedication of our mentors and
coaches. We work hard to stay in the background and
allow our students to lead the way. That isn’t always
easy, but it makes this recognition all the more mean-

ingful,” Mechtel added.

C(ONTRIBUTED

Centennial High School student and Centurions robotics
team member Isaac Cavegn has won the FIRST Leadership

Madeline Dolby

Award. Here he is pictured with his award.

Liberty nabs 5th place in state tourney

Liberty Classical Acade-
my made a good showing
in the school’s first-ever
state tournament appear-
ance in any sport.

The Lions took an 85-63
drubbing from Red Lake
County in the quarterfinal
Thursday at Target Center,
but bounced back to cap-
ture fifth place in Class 1A
with consolation bracket
wins over Cherry 79-63 on
Friday and Southland 56-53
on Saturday at Concor-
dia-St. Paul. The White
Bear Lake parochial school
finished 29-3.

Liberty senior Sam
Rupnow was named to

(ONTRIBUTED
The Liberty Classical Academy boys varsity basketball team
makes the school’s first-ever state tournament appearance.

SPRING2026

t Mg

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Amelia Delmedico

Centennial Girls Basketball

Amelia Delmedico, Centennial senior guard, was named to
the all-Northwest Suburban Conference team after helping
the Cougars post an 11-4 conference record. Delmedico was
a consistent scorer averaging 9.1 points per game. She was
also got the team award for best defensive player. A two-
year starter, she averaged 5.7 points as a junior.

April 2, 2026

the All-Tournament team.
Rupnow tallied 80 points in
the three games (the third
highest total among 32
teams in the four classes)
along with 22 rebounds.

He had 28 against RLC,

30 against Cherry and 22
against Southland.

Ethan Richter notched 51
points in the three games.
Cruz Triana had 33 points
and 21 rebounds.

The state champions
were Hills-Beaver Creek in
1A, Minnehaha Academy
in 2A, Totino-Grace in 3A
and Chaska in 4A.

Bruce Strand

Check out sports previews online at presspubs.com/sports

Bears name Athena
Award recipient

Josie Guidinger is the Athena
Award recipient for White Bear
Lake’s Class of 2026. She will attend
arecognition event at St. Paul Riv-
erCentre on April 15.

Athena is an award for multi-
sport female athletes with strong
academic record in the metro
area. Guidinger lettered six years
in Alpine skiing and three years
in tennis, was captain for both teams, collected
three all-conference awards and two honorable
mentions, and qualified for state twice. She is a
senior class officer, Student Council and Nation-
al Honor Society member, and serves on Link
Crew and Mentorship Club. Guidinger plans to
study aviation in college and compete in Alpine.

Josie
Guidinger

SPORTS BRIEFS
GYMNASTICS

Four Centennial gymnasts earned
All-Northwest Suburban Conference honors
— senior Amelya Gannon; juniors Belle Brunn
and Elsa Hjelmlnd; and seventh-grader Addi-
son Baker. Brunn was a state qualifier, placing
fourth on vault in the section meet. Getting
honorable mentions were juniors Lily Kissick
and Grace Zimmerman and freshman Alexan-
dra Sindt. The Cougars were 5-4 in conference
for fifth place among 12 teams.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Centennial had three all-conference selec-
tions after a 15-13 season including 11-4 in the
Northwest Suburban. They are Amelia Del-
medico, Sydney Schmitz and Kate Lee. Getting
honorable mentions were Kaylin Green, Ava
Taylor and Addy Sears. Schmitz got the team’s
offensive player award and Delmedico got the
defensive award. Anjali Patel got the Cougar
Spirit Award. Schmitz was the scoring leader
with 12.7 points per game, followed by Delmed-
ico 9.1, Sears 9.0, Lee 8.6 and Green 6.7.

(&

Bruce Strand

Your Local Remodeling, Custom Home

& Storm Damage Experts.

Gregory Contracting

License: BC692167

MARVIN

651-213-0668 * gregorycontracting.com
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REGIONAL TRAIL: Provides connection to Lino Lakes, Centerville

FROM PAGE 1

ern Railroad corridor alongside Highway 61. It extends
from the Chisago County border in the north to 140th
Street in Hugo, where the developed segment currently
ends.

The trail also connects to a broader regional network,
including links to Anoka County via the Central Anoka
County Regional Trail. The trail provides a continuous
route between Lino Lakes and Centerville, primarily
serving the Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve
area.

A one-mile gap remains in the Hardwood Creek Re-
gional Trail where the rail line is still active.

“By extending the trail south from 130th Street N to
120th Street N, the gap will be addressed, and the trail
will have continuity from Ramsey County up to Chisago
County,” explained Erin Blaylock, Washington County
design engineer/business liaison.

A master plan was approved for the trail nearly a
decade ago (2013), and the city of Hugo undertook a pre-
liminary feasibility study for the corridor in 2019. The
county also performed a feasibility study for the project
in 2022. At the time, the council approved a letter of
support for the final extension of the trail and has since
supported grant applications for funding.

Washington County has secured a $1,244,000 grant
through the state’s Environment and Natural Resources
Trust Fund. The grant funding has kick-started the de-

sign phase of the project, but Blaylock noted the funding
award for the project is subject to the approval of the
2026 state Legislature.

“We are excited to hit the ground running with the
design phase,” Blaylock said.

Community engagement, preliminary design, data
collection and analysis and environmental documen-
tation are all planned for 2026. Final design and project
bidding would follow in 2027, and construction would
also start that year.

“There are many moving parts anticipated during
the design phase ... the timing (construction start) may
change. We will continue to work with city staff as de-
tails are figured out,” Blaylock said.

Hugo Mayor Tom Weidt said, “I’'m looking forward to
this getting done. The sooner the better, and it looks like
we are finally on the glide path to get it done. Hopefully,
nothing derails it and we can keep going and get to that
construction (start). That would be great to see.”

An open house is planned for April 8 (see pullout on
front page for more information). Those who cannot
attend the open house can review open house materials
and provide feedback online via the project website from
April 8-30. Visit www.washingtoncountymn.gov/Hard-
woodCreekExtension for more information.

Managing Editor Shannon Granholm can be reached at
651-407-1227 or citizennews@presspubs.com.

ASSESSOR’S UPDATE: New construction selling quickly

FROM PAGE 1

review in AY 2027.

The city of Hugo had 274 arms-
length/ qualified residential sales,
an increase of 54 sales over the
prior year. Those sales ranged
from $170,000 to $2.15 million. The
average sales price in Hugo was
$414,500 in AY 2026 compared to
$411,200 in AY 2025.

Similarly to last year’s up-
date, Terry shared that there is
still a lot of new construction in
Hugo, although it is down slight-
ly. According to NorthstarMLS
data, newly constructed homes
comprised 36.8% of the home sales
in Hugo, an increase of about 2%
from 2024. New construction made
up 16.5% of home sales in Wash-
ington County.

The city had a total of 133 new
starts (single-family) in AY 2026, a
decrease of 37 new starts from AY
2025. (There were 119 new starts
in AY 2024 and 110 new starts in
2023.) The median sale price for a
newly constructed single-family
home in AY 2026 was $532,853

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

Tyson Terry, aresidential property appraiser with Washington County, shared the
above summary of the residential class in a recent update to the Hugo City Council.

with the rest of the county and
slightly above the Twin Cities

with new construction removed,
that number increases to 35 days.

in the city of Hugo compared to
$559,950 in Washington County
and $551,963 in the Twin Cities,
according to NorthstarMLS data.

Terry noted that if you remove
new construction and include mul-
tifamily, the median sale price for
AY 2026 was $436,500 in the city
of Hugo compared to $437,500 in
Washington County and $393,000
in the Twin Cities.

“We are right on pace in Hugo

The above chart compares the average sales price for single-family homes and town-

average,” he said.

New construction can skew the
numbers a bit; for that reason,
Terry shared statistics that in-
cluded new starts as well as statis-
tics without those new starts. For
example, when it comes to days on
the market for AY 2026, the medi-
an number of days on the market
for a multifamily or single-family
unit in the city of Hugo, including
new construction, was 22 days;

homes in cities across Washington County for AY 2022 through AY 2025.

“We are quite a bit above median
days on market if we take the new
construction out,” Terry said.

When it comes to asking price,
property owners in the city of
Hugo (not including new con-
struction) received approximately
98.8% of the asking price in 2025.
That percentage went up to 100%
for new construction.

Lender-mediated sales are
“creeping back in,” Terry ex-
plained, noting that they are still
nowhere near the levels of what
the city and county saw back in
2008-2009. The city of Hugo saw
four lender-mediated sales in
AY 2026, but it didn’t see any in
AY 2025 or AY 2024. There was a
total of 38 lender-mediated sales
in Washington County in AY 2026
compared to 29 the year prior.

“I don’t see that being an issue
in Hugo or in the county,” Terry
said.

To view the full 2026 assessment
report, visit https://washington.
minnesotaassessors.com/forms.

php.

Managing Editor Shannon Gran-
holm can be reached at 651-407-1227
or citizennews@presspubs.com.

School Board
adopts consent
agenda policy with
b-1vote

BY SHANNON GRANHOLM
MANAGING EDITOR

Some new rules are now in place for remov-
ing items from the consent agenda, following
the board’s 6-1 vote (School Board Member
Dan Skaar dissented) to revise the consent
agenda policy (203.6).

The policy discussion arose as part of the
district’s routine review of policies and was
discussed in detail at the board’s meeting last
month. (See “White Bear Lake Area School
Board debates changes to consent agenda poli-
cy,” White Bear Press, Feb. 18, 2026.)

The consent agenda allows the board to
approve a group of routine items, such as
meeting minutes and financial reports, in a
single vote. In the past, board members could
request that an item be removed from the
consent agenda for separate discussion. Under
the revised policy, a board member seeking
to remove an item from the consent agenda
would be required to make a motion, receive a
second and obtain majority approval from the
board.

Skaar said the change to the policy deviates
from Robert’s Rules of Order.

“I think that the revision to bypass Robert’s
Rules with our own rules is just another way
for the board and the superintendent to limit
free speech on those who seek accountability
by asking questions about spending,” Skaar
said. “I think board governance without
accountability is really not governance; it is
pretty useless. I think it is small-minded, and
it prevents public accountability.”

School Board Member Christina Streiff Oji
pointed out that school board members receive
the board packets ahead of time and are en-
couraged to reach out with questions ahead of
time. She added that she was supportive of the
revisions to the policy.

“We operate as one board. One should not
consistently pull random items off of the
consent agenda. From my perspective, the
agenda items being asked to be pulled from the
consent agenda are not important enough or
relevant enough to be pulled from the consent
agenda and do not need to be discussed sepa-
rately,” Oji said. “Instead, it appears that items
being pulled from the consent agenda are
meant to put people on the spot, catch people
off guard and are being used in an attempt to
discredit our organization and those in it.”

School Board Member Kathleen Daniels said
she agreed with Oji and clarified that items
could still be pulled from the consent agenda.
“There is an opportunity to remove items
from the consent agenda with a second, so that
would mean that other board members, or at
least one other board member, would feel that
it would be a good point of discussion. So it
doesn’t remove the opportunity (for) removing
it, it just has to have a second,” she said.

Skaar responded, “Let’s be realistic. I've had
how many motions seconded here? Maybe two
out of 25 or 30.”

Daniels responded, “I think he seeks to ob-
struct the will of the board by continuing the
same comments over and over again at every
board meeting.”

The board ultimately approved the revisions
to the consent agenda policy. For a copy of the
policy, visit www.isd624.org/about/school-
board/meeting-materials.

Managing Editor Shannon Granholm can be
reached at 651-407-1227 or citizennews@press-
pubs.com.
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Honest Work for Honest Pay

651-270-7360

Reasonable Rates
-all jokes and laughs are free

Servicing All Major Appliance Brands
Major Credit Cards Accepted

AUTO SERVICE

« Auto Repair - Oil Lube & Filter Service
20 years of experience serving White Bear Lake
& Centerville - Friendly, Honest Service

651.226.4235
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm
7137 20™ Avenue North « Centerville
www.facebook.com/vermauto

%%5 'é("

%y &
e North Metro Are2

Complete Auto Repair Center
All makes/models - Foreign & Domestic
Free Loaner Vehicles - Towing

651-483-4259
38 Woodlynn Ave Little Canada
www.rsautorepair.com

BATHROOMS

Bathrooms .,

ang Cay « Design
© ﬁ\\ ’/ﬂ « Bath Repair
« Remodeling
« Tub Surrounds
« Free Estimates
HUGE SAVINGS!
Lic. #20060261
651-257-4706

'www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

CABINETRY

SCHNEIDER
COmmeiaI & Residential

= Cabinet resurfacing
and refacing

« Custom exterior work

« Deck refacing

Free Estimates & Callbacks
within 24 hours

651-213-6638

schneidercustomwoodwork.com

CARPENTRY

Small Job Specialist
45 years experience

Basement Finish/Remodel
i Exterior & Interior Painting
Doors/Windows/Siding
j Ceiling Textures/Roofs
Kitchen Remodels/Counter Tops
Decks/Landscaping
0dd Jobs
o Bathrooms

651.653.9920/612.816.8544
CLEANING

Household Waste
Construction Debris
Appliances
Furniture

CONCRETE

Chase Johnson is the
owner of Johnson Junk
Removal and has been
in business for 10 years.
Driven by a passion
for the environment he
strives to minimize landfill waste making sure that
as much as possible is recycled or reused.

Chase and his team are focused on great customer service and quick response time. They
offer same day and next day availability. Pick up is available for household waste, yard and
construction debris, appliances, furniture and scrap metal. Large and small jobs accepted.

Look for Johnson Junk Removal weekly under “Cleaning.”

JOHNSON JUNK REMOVAL e 651-323-4682

JOHNSONJUNKREMOVAL.COM

LOCALLY OWNED

DECKS

We fix heaving and
sinking footings and
foundations with
Helical Pilings
Custom Decks/Footing/Repairs/
Remodels/Pole Barns/Garages/

Additions & Porches/All Repairs/
Fences/Roofing/Siding

651-746-4582
northlandlandscape.com
Bonded Insured | Lic #8C638094

DECK RESTORATION

Deck Cleaning
& Staining

Professional - Prompt
Guaranteed Results

651-699-3504

www.RTDservices.com

DRYWALL

Wolf Bros. Drywall Go.

Total Drywall Services
New Const & Basement Finishes
Residential/Commercial
Family Owned & Operated
40 yrs  Since 1979
Insured
CALL LEE
(651) 428-0229

orest Lake

FERTILIZING

R.PM. LAWN SERVICE

Residential and Commercial

Specializing in fertilization application
Outdoor maintenance
- crereoSINCE 1988 vrrrvereinine
For free estimates, call Jim or Ron

651-226-5779

HANDYMAN

FREE Estimates! Specializing in
+ Handyman - Remodeling - Drywall
Repair- Bathrooms - Kitchens

Licensed Bonded Insured

A

Ron Skibsted, R.S. Construction
651-271-5000

License #BC002674

Wohlwend

Concrete & Masonry
Reliable Contractor
Since 1985
Reasonable prices

651-426-2610

swohlwend@myctl.net

Y BillL,

BBB e
Masonry & Concrete =<
Fix & Repair Specialist
ALLYOUR CONCRETE
& MASONRY NEEDS
SPECIALISTS - STRUCTURAL GARAGE SLABS
POLE SLABS -DRIVEWAYS-SIDEWALKS
-PATIOS -ARCHITECTURAL-COLORED &
STAMPED PATTERNS.

651-308-1101

WE DO EVERYTHING!
Roofing - Siding
Windows - Doors - Gutters - Decks
Painting - Repairs

And MORE!

bettersol.com

763-742-7500 2

Full Service Contractor &=
over 40 years experience MN Lic. B(639211

REMODELING

Small Jobs Welcome ¢ Carpentry
Roofing ¢ Siding

Call Matt 612.246.7079
ALL BUILT RIGHT CONSTRUCTION

Lic# BC638717 - Insured

Furnace & A/C
Installations and Service
Licensed, Bonded
& Insured
651.426.4233 cphvac.net

HEATING & COOLING PAINTING REMODELING

CeDaR SPeCIaLISTS o |
BesT PainTIinG

We’ll bring your cedar
back to life!

FamiLy ownep since 1967

Staining, Painting, Cleaning,
Stucco Painting, Repairs and
Restoration, Siding, trim, shakes,
fences, decks, pergolas, gazebos

Residential and Cc cial

LANDSCAPING

Ponds & Waterfalls,
Paver Patios, Driveways,
Concrete, Bobcat Work,
Grading, Sod, Retaining,
Walls & Tree Work,
Plants, Mulch and Rock.

651-746-4582

Bonded Insured Lic. #BC638094
www.northlandlandscape.com

LAWN CARE

SCH Services, LLC
Spring Clean up Specials
Lawn Care Contracts
commercial and residential
monthly or per visit

Sean 651-210-0061
www.SCHservices.net

PAINTING

LD MARSHALL
PAINTING

Scott or Linda « 651-426-9135 (office)

+ Interior painting only
Stain & Varnish

« Painting of Home Furnishings
(furniture, cabinets, mirrors,
light fixtures, frames, etc.)

Free Estimates « Established 1987

free 35y,
qtimnet® 7 - é%,e EXperienSce

ﬂ' Painting ‘ﬁ

= Professional, Residential
House Painting
= Interior & Exterior
= Kind, Respectful Service
Please Call Richard
612-394-8978

Call now for Spring 2026
interior & exterior pricing!
Call or email Brian

651-238-1850
brian@cedarspec-bestpaint.com

PLUMBING

CONSTRUCTION

o Kitchens e Remodels
e Bathrooms e Basements

SPRING PROMO
o PVC & Composite Decks
o 3 &4 Season Porches

Mention this ad
to receive promotion

651-653-0190

cartercustomconstruction.com
MN Lic #BC632066

- Drain Cleaning

- Hot Water Heating

- Hot Water Heaters & Disposal

- Well Pump Service

« New Construction - Remodeling
Tom Thill 651-433-4866 Lic. #005402

(651) 426-6000

www.whitebear
plumbing.com

REMODELING

612-868-6837

Room Additions - Kitchens
Basements - Decks
All Remodeling
For more info visit
KOlsonconstruct.com
Lic. #“BC-516217

APPLEWOOD
BUILDERS

MPM? gou love t/aorﬂowe!
applewoodremodelers.com
612.670.7004
MNLic#BC003215

BATHROOMS ~ KITCHENS
BASEMENTS ~ TILES

ALL REMODELING

Twin Cities Premier

Home Improvement Company

651-238-6751

NorconHomes.com
Locally Owned Since 1994
Insured / Lic #8C105943

WM Haves
Consrtruction, LLC

Bathrooms e Kitchens « Basements
Remodeling ¢ Water Intrusion Repair
RoofingMinn.com
Locally owned since 1972

651-429-2682

MN License #BC002810

5 A0
CONSTRUCTION INC
Gy Fos B g e R

TIME TO REMODEL?
Kitchen / Bathroom
Basement / Deck
Check out our Models
for design ideas.

*1 yr financing option available*
SHERCO CONSTRUCTION

651-888-4138

License # BC627690

RESTORATION
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BEAR

ROOFING & EXTERIORS
—_—Ne—

A

“Your Local Exterior Specialists”
Residential - Hardie Plank

Roofing ¢ Siding * Windows
Gutters ¢ Fascia & Soffit

651-407-1987

MN Lic.# BC223025

TREE SERVICE

Quality Work « Reasonable Rates

Tree Removal

Tree Trimming|
Certified Arborist

FREE ESTIMATE

Fast, Dependable, Insured

FREE
WOOD CHIPS
651-426-8660

Cameron Tree

+ Affordable Tree Trimming
& Removal

+ Stump Grinding

+ Hedge & Shrub Shaping /
Removal

+ Senior / Veteran discount

+ Family Owned & Operated

+ Licensed / Insured

* Free Estimates

(651) 775-8602

A Cut Above
Tree Service
Licensed Insured
Free Estimates
Tree Removal and Trimming
Emergency Storm Damage
Stump Grinding
Local Family Owned Business

£ ahnnlk

www. com/ac vice
www.acutabovetreecareservice.com

651-334-9063

& -
=

\

GENE’S TREE'SERVICE
& STUMP GRINDING

Licensed/Insured « Free Estimates

Call Today! 763-785-1629

(&
7
Deadline for Classified
Lineand display ads
Thursday 4pm
651-407-1250
classified@presspubs.
com

STUMP
GRINDING

Free Estimates
C?} SAME DAY
g SERVICE

Fast, dependable, insured

631-426-3660

budgettreeservice@outlook.com

WATERPROOFING

GREAT LAKES

WATERPROOFING

Exterior Waterproofing

FREE ESTIMATES
651-340-2901

NO DIGGING REQUIRED

Targeting water flow at a fraction
of the price of drain-tile systems
Since 1978
MN License # IR660365

lwww.RealW aterproofing .coml

www.readthecitizen.com
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Press Publications suggests that you be aware of advertisers requesting payment for

EDS

shipping merchandise. Confirm and verify all contact resources prior to sending any

money. Take caution when responding to text messages that are not local numbers.

23

Free ltems

362

Miscellaneous

369

Want to Buy

Free clam truck loads
of wood delivered
White Bear & Hugo ar-
eas only

651*/426*8660

Free wood chips
Call 651/426/8660

CHOOSE EARTH-
LINK FIBER Internet
for speeds up to 5
Gigs, no data caps, no
throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a
$100 gift card when
you make the switch.
Call 844/*453*6983

104

Hauling/Moving

Scrap metal,appliance
p/u 651*/329*0815

LIABILITY
DISCLAIMER
INDEMNIFICATION:

The Newspaper
shall not be liable
for slight changes
or typographical
errors that do not
lessen the value of the
advertisement. The
Newspaper shall not
be liable or responsible
for any error in any
advertisement except
to give the Advertiser
credit for so much of
the space occupied by
the advertisement as
is materially affected
by the error; credit
shall be by refund
or republication of
the advertisement
at the election of the
Newspaper. Such
credit shall not be
given for more than
one incorrect insertion
unless the Publisher
is notified in writing
of the error before
the repetition of the
insertion. When the
Advertiser wishes
to correct or change
copy submitted as a
"proof," the Newspaper
shall not be liable
for the changes or

corrections unless
they are received
by the Newspaper

within a reasonable
length of time before
the deadline for
publication. If an
advertisement is
requested to run after
copy deadline, the
Newspaper will not
honor an adjustment
request if an error
occurs. No specific
page or position shall
be guaranteed. The
Advertiser or Agency
shall indemnify
the Newspaper for
any attorney 's fees
incurred in defending
against claims, pay
any judgments against
the Newspaper,
and pay associated
expenses and losses
that are caused by
the publication of
any advertisement
submitted by or
published at the
direction of the
Advertiser or Agency,

including claims
for libel, copyright
infringement, and

invasion of privacy.

150
Help Wanted

DON'T LET THE
STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover
the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles
on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or

wants to regain ac-

cess to their entire
home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 866/*852*5506

WE BUY HOUSES for
cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any

condition. Easy three

step process: Call, get
cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by

calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 844/978*0683

We Buy Vinyl Records
Lps, 45s, Stereo Equip
We make house calls

by appointment.
White Bear Lake
Records
4775 Banning Ave, WBL
wblrecords.com
651/224-4947

Need help dwnsz/org
ppwrk & Handyman
$25/hr 651*/483*6461

Press Publications
NOW HIRING
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
6-12 hrs/wk, Entry lev-
el position, Exp w/in-
design, illustrator, and
Photoshop preferred.
Send resumes to art-
manager @ presspub-
s.com

GET A BREAK ON
YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car,

truck, or SUV to assist
the blind and visually

impaired. Arrange a

swift, no-cost vehicle

pickup and secure a

generous tax credit for

2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at

844*/220*9501 today!

506

Real Estate

White Bear Township
is NOW HIRING for
Public Works Mechan-
ic. Responsibilities in-
clude: Maintenance
on Twnshp vehicles &
equipment along other
duties in the mainte-
nance of roads, public
utilities, parks, & Twn-
shp facilities. For
more information see
larger ad.

160
Hire Me

Ann's Awesome-
Housecleaning — 20+
Yrs Exp. Dependable.
Trustworthy. Ref Avail.
Cll/Txt 651*/776*7834

362

Miscellaneous

SAFE STEP NORTH
America s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation
and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE
shower package and
$1,600 off for a limited
time! Call today! Fi-
nancing available. Call

GET DISH SATEL-
LITE TV + INTERNET!
Free install, free HD-
DVR upgrade, 80,000
on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to
$600 In gift cards. Call
today! 855/*562*4309

369

Want to Buy

Open House
April 2 & 3,
4-6pm
April 4, 12-3pm
1962 William Lane,
Lino Lakes,
MN 55038
Two Story House
3 Bed 3 Bath
$510,000

Lame Ducks LLC
Spring Cleaning is a
must! If you have any
sports cards/Pokeman
cards/Yu-Gi-OH!
cards. I'll pay cash up
front.

Call 952.239.8121
Anton-
schloegl1211b2@g-
mail.com

451
Rentals/
Commercial

WANTED: ALL 1970S
MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled
or not. Will pick up.
Cash in exchange.
Sell now before prices
fall. Call Dan at
612/*720*2142

Safe Step
833/*966*3882
150 150
Help Wanted Help Wanted

NOW HIRING!

GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Part time 6-12 hours/week
Entry level position

Experience with
indesign, illustrator and
photoshop preferred

Main responsibilities
include ad design and
newspaper layout

Send resume to
artmanager@presspubs.com

House for rent WBL 4
bed 2 bath, single
family house with

garage, Mahtomedi

Schools, large fenced

yard, $2850 /month
security deposit, pets
allowed with deposit,
no smoking, utilities
not included. April
Availability, Call
612/360.8653

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY, all
real estate advertising
in this newspaper is
subject to the Fair
Housing Act which
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination based on
race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national ori-
gin, or an intention, to
make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination.” Familial
status includes chil-
dren under the age of
18 living with parents
or legal custodians;
pregnant women and
people securing cus-
tody of children under
18. This newspaper
will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
Our readers are here-
by informed that all
dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are
available on an equal
opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll
free: 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free number
for hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

BUSINESS BRIEF

Humble Roots expands to down-
town White Bear Lake

Humble Roots Boutique is expanding. The
boutique will open a second location in down-
town White Bear Lake and share a space with
0Oak & Iron. Currently, the store has another
location in Centerville located at 7095 Center-
ville Road.

The business will begin moving items into
its new space this week. The owners hope to be
up and running by the end of April.

CONSTRUCTION BRIEF

Construction continues at County
Road J, I-35E interchange

Construction on the County Road J and
I-35E interchange is well underway. Addition-
al work is scheduled to begin the first week
in April. This work includes the construction
of anew bridge deck. Also, contractors will
begin to remove soil on the existing on and off
ramps.

The interchange, led by Ramsey County, is
in partnership with MnDOT, Anoka County,
White Bear Township, North Oaks and Lino
Lakes. According to Ramsey County, planned
improvements will complete missing freeway
connections by adding access to and from
southbound I-35E, enhance pedestrian and
bicycle facilities along County Road J (Ash
Street), replace the bridge over I-35E and
improve stormwater management with new
stormwater ponds.

More information about the project can be
found online at tinyurl.com/kmnh8b9p.

CENTENNIAL SCHOOL BOARD NOTES

« Superintendent Jeff Holmberg gave a pre-
sentation regarding recent updates to the long-
range plan to the board. The plan, referred to
as Centennial Forward, will ensure schools
within the district remain vibrant, safe and
ready to meet the needs of current and future
students. It also focuses on balancing educa-
tional priorities, fiscal responsibility and long-
term stewardship of district resources.

- Executive Director of Teaching and Learn-
ing Mark Grossklaus and Director of Cur-
riculum, Instruction and Assessment Casey
Rutherford provided the board with an update
regarding the district’s English Learning
Arts (ELA) 9-12 curriculum. In October, staff
from the teaching and learning department
got together with teachers to revisit priority
standards, standards shift and the curriculum
review tool. A few months later, the group met
again to review curriculum options. In Febru-
ary, the three main curriculum options were
reviewed. The three options were narrowed
down by cross referencing what other Minne-
sota schools are using. These options include
HMH Into Literature, Savvas My Perspec-
tives and Imagine Learning Study Sync. Next
month, the recommendation will be brought
to the Centennial School Board for review and
budget approval. In July, the curriculum will
be purchased from the vendor. The new cur-
riculum will be implemented in the 20262027
school year.

« Arctic Wolf will be responsible for security
operation solutions for the next three years
following board approval. The agreement pro-
vides a 3% annual increase each year over the
three years. It will begin July 1, 2026, through
June 30, 2029. The district has worked with
Arctic Wolf for the past two years. According
to Executive Director of Business Services Pat-
rick Chaffey, this purchase will come from the
Sourcewell cooperative purchasing program
in accordance with Minnesota Statute 471.345.

« The board accepted several contributions
made to Centerville Elementary, Centennial
Middle School and Centennial High School.

The next work session will be at 5:30 p.m.
Monday, April 6, in the district office. The next
regular school board meeting will be at 6:30
p.m. Monday, April 20.

Madeline Dolby
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BY LORETTAHARDING
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A major snow event was forecast for
the weekend of March 14-15. As the city
of Centerville learned of the approach-
ing blizzard, dedicated public servants
around town heard the forecast,
jumped into action and prepared for a
potential apocalyptic snowfall.

The first order of business to prepare
for such an event began months ago
when emergency services throughout
the county prepared the Anoka County
2025 Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Centennial Lakes Police Department
Chief James Mork and Spring Lake
Park, Blaine, Mounds View (SBM) Fire
Department Assistant Fire Chief Matt
Montain presented the plan at a recent
Centerville City Council meeting.

The city needs to be covered by the
plan to qualify for Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA)
grants, Mork said. FEMA currently
has two mitigation grant programs
that the state of Minnesota admin-
isters: the Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program (HMGP) and the Flood Mit-
igation Assistance (FMA) program.
The HMGP and FMA programs are
administered through the Minnesota

www.readthecitizen.com

Disaster: ‘It’s not a matter of if, but when’

Department of Public Safety.

A new hazard mitigation plan is
developed every five years due to the
changing needs of a changing commu-
nity. “It’s not a matter of IF some type of
disaster occurs, it’s WHEN,” Mork said.

“The hazard mitigation plan is a
way to make sure we have everything
together,” Mork said, “and that includes
all the stakeholders in the community,
not just police and fire.” The best time
to hand out business cards and shake
hands is not when you'’re standing
waist deep in water, he added.

Having a plan will reduce or elimi-
nate any natural or technological disas-
ter, said Montain, who worked closely
with Mork to identify what the cities in
the county might need.

The plan also includes hazard educa-
tion, such how tornado and fire siren
systems operate. Public safety person-
nel work with schools on fire drills to
be sure of their compliance, should
something happen while they are in
session. Sirens are a complex issue,
and communication may fail between
sirens. The goal is to have that fixed
immediately or have backups, Montain
said.

An important part of being proactive
means having strong structures to be-

gin with. When the Ides of March bliz-
zard arrived, city emergency services
had already set up a mitigation action
chart. To reduce the risk of storm dam-
age to new development, the city’s plan
is to continue to enact regulations and
adhere to the Minnesota State Building
Code to mitigate storm damage before it
happens and to continue to enforce the
code through its building department.
When disaster happens, the first
thing to be lost is power, which is vital.
Mitigation preparedness and response
support ensures that the city has
emergency generator backup power
for city services and buildings. For the
future, the city is planning to upgrade
the generator at City Hall/ fire station
to ensure there is backup power to
support government operations and fire
response in the event of a summer or
winter storm. The city’s public works
department and emergency services
will collaborate on this goal.
Centerville has several senior resi-
dences. Emergency planning includes
working with the assisted living homes
throughout the city so that they can
be prepared with emergency plans for
extended power outages. Emergency
plans might include evacuation and any
staffing and transportation needs. Ex-

penses for this response will come from
the city’s general operating budget.

For the long term, the city will reduce
the risk of downed trees and branches
from severe summer or winter storms
and work with utility companies to
convert overhead powerlines to under-
ground where possible. Centerville’s
Public Works Department will man-
age the trimming or removal of trees
on city property to reduce potential
damage from severe summer or winter
storms.

As it happened, the most severe part
of the Ides of March storm passed
southeast of Centerville. But the city
and its emergency management ser-
vices were prepared — on paper and in
reality, as they will be in the event of
a flood, tornado, extreme cold or heat,
lightning, hail, windstorms, wildfires
and more.

“Our goal is to get out there and
educate the public as much as we can,”
Montain said after council unanimous-
ly passed a resolution to adopt the 2025
Anoka County Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Loretta Harding is a contributing
writer for Press Publications. She can be
reached by emailing news@presspubs.
com.

WHITE BEAR LAKE AREA SCHOOL BOARD NOTES

« Approximately 20 students attended the Min-
nesota Health Occupations Students of America
(HOSA) State Leadership Conference in St. Cloud
March 9-11. The conference serves as a key plat-
form for HOSA members to grow their leadership
skills, connect with peers and explore the ev-
er-evolving world of health care. Throughout the
conference, participants take part in interactive
workshops, hands-on sessions and guest lectures
led by professionals and educators in the field.
From emerging medical technologies to career
prep and personal development, the topics are
designed to inspire and inform. Students demon-
strate their knowledge, skills and creativity in
a wide range of health care-related competitive
events.

» Forty-four students involved in the WBLAHS

PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF HUGO

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
2026 BALD EAGLE INDUSTRIAL PARK AREA
STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
SAP 224-101-003, SAP 224-108-003 AND SAP 224-110-003
GENERAL NOTICE
The City of Hugo (Owner) is requesting Bids for the construction of the
2026 Bald Eagle Industrial Park Area Street Improvement Project. Bids for the
construction of the Project will be received online through QuestCDN vBid™
until Monday, April 13, 2026 at 2:00 pm local time. Immediately following
expiration of the time for receiving bids, representatives of the City of Hugo
will publicly view Bids at an online Bid opening meeting. Those interested in
viewing the online Bid opening are welcome to join the meeting by logging
on to https://zoom.us/join or calling 1.312.626.6799 and entering Meeting 1D
993 2894 1423 and Passcode 803924. The as-read online Bid results will be
available at www.questcdn.com following the Bid opening.
The Project includes the furnishing of all labor and materials for the
construction complete in-place, of the following approximate quantities:

44,000 SY Remove Bituminous Pavement

5350 LF Remove and Replace Concrete Curb and Gutter
3,000 CY Excavation — Common (P)

5,300 TON Type SP 9.5 Wearing Course Mix (3,C)

5,000 TON Type SP 12.5 Wearing Course Mix (3,C)

4,700 TON Type SP 12.5 Non-Wear Course Mix (3,C)

The provisions of MINN. STAT. 16C.285 Responsible Contractor are
imposed as a requirement of this contract. All bidders and persons or
companies providing a response/submission to the Advertisement for Bids of
the City of Hugo shall comply with the provisions of the statute.

Information and Bidding Documents for the Project can be found at www.
questcdn.com. Bidding Documents may be downloaded from the website
for a nonrefundable fee of $55 by inputting Quest project #10106626 on the
website’s Project Search page.

The website will be updated periodically with addenda, lists of registered
plan holders, reports, and other information relevant to submitting a Bid for
the Project. All official notifications, addenda, and other Bidding Documents
will be offered only through the website www.questcdn.com. Neither Owner
nor Engineer will be responsible for Bidding Documents, including addenda, if
any, obtained from other sources.

Bids will only be accepted via the electronic bidding service through
QuestCDN.

The City Council reserves the right to reject any and all Bids and to waive
any Bids received without explanation. No Bid may be withdrawn for a period
of 60 days.

For all further requirements regarding Bid submittal, qualifications,
procedures, and contract award, refer to the Instructions to Bidders that are
included in the Bidding Documents.

DATED: March 19, 2026 BY THE ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL

s/s Michele Lindau

City Clerk

City of Hugo

Published two times in The Citizen on March 19 and April 2, 2026.

Black Student Union are expected to attend the
Historically Black Colleges and Universities tour
from April 11-18. The experience is designed to
connect students with colleges, peers, staff and
faculty. Students will take part in dynamic guest
presentations and immersive opportunities.
Throughout the tour, students will engage in
guided reflection and journaling to make mean-
ing of their experiences, deepen self-awareness
and capture personal growth.

« Approximately 70 students in the high school
jazz bands will travel to the University Wiscon-
sin — Eau Claire Jazz Fest April 17-18. The event
will offer workshops and clinics along with live
performances.

« Ayan Ibrahim, assistant director of educa-
tional equity and achievement; John Leininger,
Matoska International principal; and Ang Nelson,
Otter Lake Elementary principal, provided an up-
date on the Elementary Spanish Dual Immersion
Program.

« The district proposes to issue up to $17,680,000
of facilities maintenance bonds to fund projects
included in the district’s long-term facilities
maintenance (LTFM) plan. The proposed issue
will also finance the current refunding of the
2027 through 2032 maturities of the general obli-
gation facilities maintenance bonds, Series 2018A,
in the amount of $14,070,000 for a total issuance of

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (833) 937-2593 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.
® Free Pickup & Towing.

m Top Tax Deduction.
Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles
due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593,

854266

HUGO TREE CARE

Specializing in
Difficult Removal

651-429-4705

www.hugotree.com
Certified Arborist

830950

$31,750,000. This issuance serves the dual purpose
of funding critical LTFM projects and reducing
existing debt service costs through the strategic
refinancing of existing debt.

Every other year, the district issues LTFM
bonds to fund deferred maintenance projects
across its multiple sites. The last district LTFM
issue was in 2024.

The district is required to approve its LTFM
plan annually in July and submit the plan to the
Minnesota Department of Education for approval
by July 31. The board also approved its 2026-2029
Achievement and Integration Plan.

» A second reading of School Board Policy 211
(Criminal or Civil Action Against School District,
School Board Member, Employee, or Student) is
scheduled for the April 13 meeting.

The proposed changes are in the title, and
sections I, ITIT and IV. The purpose of this policy
is to provide guidance about the school district’s
position, rights and responsibilities when a civil
or criminal action is pending against the school
district, a school board member, a school district
employee or a student.

« A second reading is also scheduled for School
Board Policy 212 (School Board Member Devel-
opment) and School Board Policy 809 (Naming
School Buildings or Facilities) for April 13. No
changes are planned for Policy 212, but there are
some changes proposed to Policy 809 in in sec-
tions III, IV, V, and V1.

The next regular school board meeting is sched-
uled for 5:30 p.m. Monday, April 13.

Shannon Granholm

Anyone can say they can fix it,
only we guarantee it...for life!
* Basement Waterproofing
* Foundation Repair
* Crawl Space Repair

STRUCTURE
WARRANTY

Angi

Schedule your
free inspection:

SareBasements

(844) 839-1112

* ertain terms and contions apply. Ask your Foundation Specialistfor details. (ontractor D BCB07773
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Local barbecue brand grows from family recipe to statewide sales

BY SHANNON GRANHOLM
MANAGING EDITOR

What started as a couple tin-
kering with a rib rub recipe at a
family cabin has turned into a
local barbecue brand.

Hugo residents Sarah and
Josh Smith have been bar-
becuing together for about
a decade, but they officially
launched their seasoning brand
Ope We're Smokin’ BBQ last
May.

“It's always been a passion
for us and cooking and learn-
ing different things together
through our meals,” Sarah
explained. “In 2023, I started de-
veloping some health concerns
that caused us to look into what
we were eating. One of the main
things we were eating was
barbecue, and we realized that
all of the seasonings that are on
the market have a lot of MSG,
fillers, preservatives and extra
added stuff that really is not
necessary.”

Sarah grew up in White Bear
Lake and graduated from White
Bear Lake Area High School in
2011; Josh, originally from St.
Francis, is an Army veteran
who served six years of active
duty and six years with the
Minnesota National Guard.

Even though the two have

(ONTRIBUTED

Hugo residents Josh and Sarah Smith will celebrate their one-year anni-
versary this May. Ope We’re Smokin’ BBQ will host a wing sampling at 11
a.m. Saturday, May 2 at Argyle Moose in Hugo.

full-time jobs — Sarah as a
marketing director for a hair
care company and Josh as a
safety director for a trucking
company — the two wanted to
share their creation with the
world, both in real life and on
TikTok.

“We have always cooked
for friends and family. That
feeling of just sitting around
the table and hanging out with
friends and family has always
been so special to us ... to be
able to share that with other
families and other people just
seemed like our path, and it
seemed like a passion that we
could bring forward to other

AOTE

people,” Sarah said.

Josh added, “If we are able to
make it for ourselves, why not
make it for other people too?
We thought it would feel good
to be able to share it with other
people and not just keep it for
ourselves.”

The Smiths regularly attend
flea markets and pop-up events
throughout the state to spread
the word about their brand and
gather feedback. Josh says 75%
of the people they have run
into while attending events are
interested in finding “clean
ingredients” when purchasing
rubs or seasonings. “One of
those things that was eye-open-

WORSHIP

All are welcome!

Holy Thursday at 7pm Parish Comm Center
Good Friday at 7pm Parish Comm Center
Easter Vigil at 8pm Parish Comm Center
Easter Sunday at 8:30am St. John’s Site

Easter Sunday at 10:30am Parish Comm Center
Easter Egg Hunt follows both Sunday Masses

www.stgens.org 651.429.7937

853438

Easter Sunday:
8:00 a.m. Free Breakfast; 9:00 a.m. Worship

All Holy Week services are in-person and online at
www.newlifehugo.org

New Life Church-Lutheran

6000 N. 148th St. | Hugo, MN 55038

Just a few blocks East of Hwy 61, next to Hugo Elementary School

651-429-1975

853435

ing when we get to talk to con-
sumers is how important that
is for people,” Josh said. “That
definitely made an impression
onme.”

Sarah said once the cou-
ple made the switch to clean
ingredients, it didn’t take long
for her gut health to improve
significantly.

“We make our own recipes.
We've sat in our kitchen formu-
lating recipes, sat in our back-
yard going back and forth,” she
said. “We are not just slapping
a label on something some-
body else created. This is truly
something that we have worked
on and put so much time and
energy into to create the best
product possible.”

The couple first launched
arib rub, because Josh loves
making ribs. The rib rub works
for all types of pork, including
pulled pork, pork chops and
even bacon. Josh mentioned
some people even choose to put
it on chicken, although it was
not designed for that.

Next came an all-purpose
seasoning, which Josh says
you can put on “absolutely
anything.” Most all-purpose
seasonings are a combination
of salt, pepper and garlic, but
Josh and Sarah added crushed
thyme to the recipe. “It accents

the food very nicely. It pulls a
lot of good, earthy flavor out of
red meat and makes it a little
more savory,” Josh explained.

The newest addition to the
seasoning lineup, which the
couple says is quickly becoming
afavorite, is the honey chipotle
rub. “When you first taste the
seasoning, up front it is very
sweet, but then the sweetness
tapers off and a little bit of heat
follows. It’s a nice sweet up
front and a kick afterwards,”
Josh said. Sarah added, “People
in Minnesota want a kick, but
they want a Minnesota kick so
Ithink the honey chipotle kind
of nails it.”

Ope We're Smokin’ BBQ
seasonings can be found online
at opeweresmokin.com or Am-
azon. The seasonings are also
available at the Argyle Moose
in Hugo, 11 area Kowalski’s
Markets, Northern Fire Grill-
ing & BBQ Supply in Minneton-
ka, and Destination Bar-B-Q in
Rochester. The business also
partners with the Minnesota
Frost and Flame food truck
based out of Forest Lake.

Muanaging Editor Shannon
Granholm can be reached at
651-407-1227 or citizennews@

presspubs.com.
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