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Construction for new Aldi grocery store continues
Construction on the Aldi grocery store will be located south of Main Street, east of I-35E and west of Otter Lake Road in Lino 
Lakes, near the border with Hugo. The store will be approximately 19,437 square feet. Its main access will be at Main Street 
and 70th Street.  According to Lino Lakes City Planner Katie Larsen, the developer is hoping to have completed construction 
by Thanksgiving. 

Lino Lakes resident 
writes memoir about 

the way animals 
shape lives

Lino Lakes resident Cindy 
Ojczyk has been a pet foster for 
almost three decades. Ojczyk’s 
debut memoir, “Mom Loves the 
Dogs More: A Memoir of Family 
Rescue,” reflects on those years. 
The book is scheduled to be 
released on Thursday, Sept. 18. 

Her memoir expands on themes 
she loves to write about, such 
as local dogs, rescue stories and 

the way animals shape our lives. It also tells her 
family’s own journey of fostering, parenting and 
healing. 

Recently, Press Publications sat down with 
Ojczyk to learn more about her and her new book.

Q. Tell us a little bit about yourself.
A.  I’m an award-winning writer, author 

and longtime pet foster who has straddled two 
communities for the past 27 years. My husband 
and I have a White Bear mailing address, but 
a Lino Lakes property designation. Our two 
daughters attended White Bear schools from 
kindergarten through graduation. Many of the 
stories in my memoir unfold in and around the 
area—from the Manitou Days Parade to everyday 
family life in our neighborhood. I contribute a 
monthly feature, “The Real Dogs of the Quad 
Press,” for Press Publications.

SEE AUTHOR Q&A, PAGE 5
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Cindy Ojczyk

Cannabis zoning ordinance heads for possible changes
BY MADELINE DOLBY

EDITOR

LINO LAKES — The city’s zoning 
ordinance regarding cannabis 
microbusiness and mezzobusinesses 
will undergo changes following 
discussion among members of the Lino 
Lakes Planning and Zoning Board and 
pending City Council approval.

A mezzobusiness holds a license 
that allows a single holder to cultivate, 
manufacture, and sell cannabis 
products. It can also operate up to three 
retail locations.  

The proposed new ordinance would 

allow microbusiness or mezzobusiness 
business with a retail operations 
endorsement to operate in a business 
district and be limited to retail 
operations. On-site consumption 
would not be allowed. It also states 
that a cultivation endorsement would 
be required for a microbusiness or 
mezzobusiness to operate in a rural 
district and the business would be 
limited to that use. 

According to the staff report, the 
same adjustment is recommended for 
these two types of businesses within 
the neighborhood business, the limited 
business and the general business 

zoning districts. Currently, a cannabis 
retail business is a permitted use within 
these districts. 

In March 2025, the city amended City 
Code Section 1007 (its zoning ordinance) 
to provide for cannabis businesses 
within the specific zoning districts of 
the city. 

According to City Planner Katie 
Larsen, the 14 license types were 
grouped with similar non- cannabis 
related businesses. She provided an 
example of what this looks like within 
Lino Lakes ordinances. 

“So right now, cannabis cultivation 
is equivalent to (an) agricultural 

use, which we allow in our rural 
zoning districts. Retail would be in 
our commercial districts,” Larsen 
explained. 

She added that two of the license 
categories, microbusiness and 
mezzobusinesses, allow for cultivation, 
production and retail sales at different 
intensities. Both license types have been 
limited to the city’s industrial district 
because of the multiple potential uses.

SEE ZONING ORDINANCE, PAGE 2
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Congratulations to Isaac and Oliver! 
Thank you for all your hard work!

August 2025
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Licensed businesses within these 
two categories must also receive an 
“endorsement” from the state Office 
of Cannabis Management to operate 
a specific use such as retail on site, 
Larsen noted. 

Recently, 2E Reality LLC submitted 
a land use application to the city 
to amend the zoning ordinance to 
allow cannabis microbusinesses and 
mezzobusinesses within the rural 
zoning district (R). The city rejected 
the certification because 2E Reality 
LLC is located within a rural zoning 
district. Larsen said since then, the 
owner has met with staff to discuss 
the company’s operation, which is 
currently a hemp growing operation. 

“Our ordinance in our rural zoning 

district only allows for cultivation,” 
Larsen explained. “It doesn’t 
specifically say that you could have 
a microbusiness because when we 
adopted the ordinance, we were 
thinking that they would be, by right, 
allowed to do cultivation, production 
and retail sales.” 

After review by the city attorney, 
it was determined that the 
statutory requirements allow for 
microbusinesses and mezzobusinesses 
to be zoned based on each 
endorsement received. Under the 
revised city ordinance, the specific 
endorsement given a microbusiness 
or mezzobusiness would be the 
determining factor on zoning 
conformance. 

Board Member Suzy Guthmueller 
expressed her frustration about the 

state, the proposed licenses and a 
business’s ability to obtain them 
within city limits. 

“I don’t know why they (the state) 
would allow this, because they 
(the businesses) can’t have their 
endorsements within the same 
area— more than likely in any city,” 
Guthmueller said. “So, it’s kind of 
confusing to me to why’d we even have 
these two categories, and why they 
would make those licenses the most 
available to people.” 

Larsen explained that the purpose 
of microbusiness and mezzobusiness 
licenses is to create opportunities for 
small-scale operators by allowing a 
company to control multiple stages 
of its supply chain. She added that 
under the state’s cannabis licensing 
requirements, the intensity of 

endorsed uses for a microbusiness 
and mezzobusiness is less than or 
equivalent to what is already allowed 
under the specific license type. 

“I just don’t under these licenses and 
how we’re going about it and how Lino 
has to follow this,” Guthmueller said. 
“I understand the ordinance, but I just 
don’t understand how these businesses 
might not come back in the future and 
say ‘Hey, you know, we do have these 
permits to do this here.’ And ask for 
their property to be changed.” 

A draft of the ordinance will be 
presented to the City Council for 
discussion at its next work session on 
Monday, Oct. 6. 

Editor Madeline Dolby can be reached 
at 651-431-1226 or quadnews@presspubs.

com.

ZONING ORDINANCE: Could create opportunities for small businesses

Constitution week 
highlights the nation’s 
founding document

There are two documents 
central to the formation 
of the United States—the 
Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution. Each 
September, Constitution 
Week commemorates the 
formation and signing of 
the latter. It kicks off on 
Wednesday, Sept. 17, on what 
is known as Constitution 
Day.

This year marks the 
238th anniversary of the 
signing of the United States 
Constitution. On that day in 
1787, 39 delegates gathered 
at Independence Hall in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
to formally endorse the 
Constitution, the product 
of a four-month-long 
Constitutional Convention. 

Constitution Week has been 
observed since 1955, initiated 
by the Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR), 
a lineage-based membership 
service organization for 
women who are directly 
descended from a person 
involved in efforts toward 
American independence 
during the Revolutionary 
War. The organization 

has approximately185,000 
members nationwide and 
chapters across the country. 

A special event typically 
rings in the weeklong 
celebration. The DAR 
encourages churches, 
firehouses, schools and 
municipal buildings, as well 
as individuals, to ring bells 
for one minute as a part of 
“Bells Across America,” at 
3 p.m. Central on Sept. 17 
in honor of the moment in 
which the Constitution was 
signed.

Historical Society 
puts on conversation 
series

The Anoka County 
Historical Society will put on 
a conversation series about 
Women’s POWER beginning 
on Sept. 25. The series is 
an opportunity to engage 
in conversation regarding 
society’s perception of 
women throughout history 
and the challenges they 
faced. The first conversation 
will take place at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 25, at the 
Andover Community Center. 

The second conversation 
will be from 6-8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 18, at Circle 

Pines City Hall, 200 Civic 
Heights Circle. Those who 
attend will be able to receive 
a copy of “Until There is 
Justice or Her Honor: Rosalie 
Wahl and the Minnesota 
Women’s Movement” and 
learn more about the essence 
of systematic changes. 

A third conversation 
will take place from 2-4 
p.m. Jan. 24. The final 
conversation in the series 
will be from 2-4 p.m. March 
14. For more information 
or to purchase tickets, visit 
anokacountyhistory.org.

Xcel Energy seeking 
input on proposed 
increased rates

Xcel Energy is inviting the 
public to share their input 
on a proposed increase to 
electric rates. The increase, 
according to the company, 
is designed to support 
customers in obtaining 
safe electrical services by 
funding investments in 
various areas. These include 
clean energy projects that 
secure fuel savings and 
carbon-free nuclear plants, 
which help the company meet 
its clean energy goals.

Residents will have the 
opportunity to share their 
opinions through two virtual 
hearings. The first will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Sept. 16, and the second 
at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 
23. The link for both these 
meetings can be found at 
www.minnesota.webex.
com. More information 
on the proposed rates can 
be found at www.tinyurl.
com/7a59wjb4.

Social Security to  
begin issuing pay-
ments electronically

Beginning Sept. 30, 
the U.S. Social Security 
Administration will issue 
federal benefit payments 
electronically with the 
intention of replacing paper 
checks. Additionally, the 
administration will no longer 
offer a temporary check 
option when processing 
initial claims.

There are two ways for 
beneficiaries to receive 
electronic payments. The 
first is through direct deposit 
to a checking or savings 
account. Old-Age, Survivors 
and Disability Insurance 
beneficiaries can use or sign 

up for a my Social Security 
online account at www.ssa.
gov/myaccount to manage 
direct deposit information 
and access benefit details. 
Supplemental Security 
Income recipients and 
international beneficiaries 
can call 1-800-772-1213 for 
assistance.

The second option is 
through a Direct Express 
card, a prepaid debit card 
option for those without 
a deposit bank account. 
Those interested can 
enroll by calling 1-800-
333-1795 or visiting www.
usdirectexpress.com.

The administration is 
encouraging beneficiaries 
who currently receive 
physical checks to switch 
to electronic payment 
options before the deadline. 
Beneficiaries who request 
an exemption from the 
electronic payment 
requirement must file 
a waiver with the U.S. 
Treasury by calling 1-800-
967-5042. Administration 
technicians will be available 
to assist beneficiaries with 
this transition and answer 
any questions.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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Celebrate 
Mass with us! 

                                                   
  
 

Saturday at 4:30 pm Parish Community Center 
6995 Centerville Rd, Centerville 
Sunday at 8:30 am St. John’s Site 

14383 Forest Blvd N, Hugo 
Sunday at 10:30 am Parish Community Center 

6995 Centerville Rd, Centerville 
 

www.stgens.org      651‐429‐7937 
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Join Us for Mass
Mass Times:

Saturday at 5:00 pm
Sunday at 8:30 am and 10:00 am

171 Elm Street • Lino Lakes, MN • 651-784-3015
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Service times are subject to change. Contact your local church or check church web sites for service time and online service information.

Family Worship 
Sunday 10:00 AM
Call 763-784-1607 
for Together Times

TOGETHER 
PLACE 

CHURCH…

3860 Flowerfield Rd, Circle Pines
togetherplacechurch.org

facebook.com/togetherplacechurch
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“Because we’re in this together.”

Church Directory
Find the church that fits your needs

76
28

0
1

We welcome you 
to worship with us 

Virtually and in Person

Sunday 9:30 am
Fellowship & 
refreshments 

following the service

7330 Lake Drive | 651-784-7667
admin@linolakescommunitychurch.com & directions 
(1 mile south of Target on Lake Dr)

ONGOING EVENTS
LIVE TRIVIA
When: 6-8 p.m. Wednesdays 
Where: Lino Lakes American Legion Post 566, 7731 
Lake Drive
Details: General knowledge trivia. No limit on team 
sizes. Every player will receive a raffle ticket for a 
drawing to win a free drink. The top three teams 
will earn a gift card, and the last place team wins a 
“mini trophy.” 
Contact: (651) 783-0055

LINO LAKES TOASTMASTERS CLUB
When: 6:30-8:30 p.m. Tuesdays
Where: Zoom
Details: Develop your communication and 
leaderships skills. 
Contact: Phyllis Moore: 763-268-9366

CURRENT EVENTS
WHIMSICAL WIGS CRAFTER AND CROCHETERS NIGHT
When: 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 16
Where: Centennial Library, 100 Civic Heights Circle, 
Circle Pines
Details: Crochet, decorate envelopes, silk flowers 
and wig packaging. RSVP required. 
Contact: whimsicalwigsmn@gmail.com 

LUNCH AND LEARN: STATE OF THE CENTENNIAL AREA
When: 11:30 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 18
Where: Renstrom Dental Studio, 7455 Village Drive, 
Lino Lakes
Details: Hear directly from local city leaders, police, 
fire department and school district officials as 
they share important updates and plans for the 
Centennial area community. Register online. 
Contact: centennialareachamber.com 

UCARE FLU CLINIC
When: 4-7 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 17; 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 20

Where: YMCA, 3760 Lexington Ave. N., Shoreview
Details: Cub mobile pharmacy will administer flu 
vaccines to children 6 months and older. Please 
bring your insurance ID card. Walk-ins welcome, 
no pre-registration required. 
Contact: www.ymcanorth.org/locations/shoreview_
ymca

BRATS, BAGS AND BASKETS
When: 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 20
Where: Hugo Lions Volunteer Park, 5524 Upper 146th 
St. N.
Details: Grilled brats, ice cream, silent auction and 
cornhole tournament. Proceeds go to Hugo Good 
Neighbors Food Shelf.
Contact: 651-528-6224

ABBASOLUTELY FAB
When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 20
Where: Hanifl Performing Arts Center, 4941 Long 
Ave., White Bear Lake
Details: Tribute band plays the music of ABBA. 
Ticket information online.
Contact: 651-478-7427 or lakeshoreplayers.org

5K RUN/WALK, 1-MILE AND KIDS RUN FOR 
PARKINSON’S DISEASE
When: 9 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 21
Where: Snail Lake Regional Park, 4191 Snail Lake 
Blvd., Shoreview
Details: Fundraiser supports exercise research for 
those living with Parkinson’s.
Contact: teamkopacz.com

WHIMSICAL WIGS “WOWZA” WORKSHOP
When: 9:30 a.m.- 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 20
Where: Centennial Library, 100 Civic Heights Circle, 
Circle Pines
Details: September is Childhood Cancer Awareness 
Month. Stop in and create a yarn wig, or two, for a 
child with cancer or who is experiencing hair loss. 
This is a Thrivent Action Team event, there will 
be t-shirts, pastries, juice and coffee. Registration 
required. 
Contact: whimsicalwigsmn@gmail.com

Northtown Library hosts 
2 music programs

Northtown Library, in Blaine, 
will host two Scandinavian music 
programs this month. 

From 5-6 p.m. Monday, Sept. 22, 
enjoy a performance by Project: 
Constellation. The performance 
will feature Norwegian and 

Swedish songs sung in their 
original languages and music for 
children. For more information, 
go to anokacounty.libcal.com/
event/14778589. 

The Minnesota State Fair 
Fiddlers Association will be at the 
library from 6-7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 25. Learn about the history 
of fiddling in Minnesota, including 

music of violinist and composer 
Ole Bull and dance fiddler Elmo 
Wick, and listen to traditional 
Norwegian dance music play on 
the fiddle. 

Registration for either event 
is not required. The Northtown 
Library is located at 711 County 
Hwy 10 NE. 

CALENDAR BRIEF

JON NAMYST | CONTRIBUTED

Lexington Fall Fest
When: Friday Sept. 19 and Saturday, Sept. 20
Where: Cowboy’s Saloon, 9005 South Highway 
Drive, Lexington
Details: Annual festival sponsored by the 
Lexington Fire Department and local 
businesses. A car show will take place on 
Friday. Family Fun Day will take place on 
Saturday and feature bounce houses, petting 
zoo, a rock climbing wall, vendors and food 
trucks and face painting artists.  
Contact: Lexington Fall Fest’s Facebook page

Tree of Life Assembly of God hosts 
multiple events

The Tree of Life Assembly of God, located in 
Lexington, will host multiple events this fall. 
Beginning at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 9, those in 
recovery can attend a Life Recovery Group. The 
group is an anonymous meeting ran by people 
who are in recovery themselves. 

The Tree of Life Fall Fest will be held from 1-4 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 11. At the event, attendees 
can enjoy games, bounce houses, food and more. 

The Tree of Life Assembly of God is located at 
3905 Woodland Road.  

CHURCH BRIEF



Nasturtiums: A nifty addition
S

tarting a vegetable garden 
involves more than just 
giving plants space and 
water. We are creating a 

tiny ecosystem by providing 
a diverse mix of plants that 
contribute to the soil, pest 
protection or bringing in 
pollinators. One nifty addition 

to any vegetable 
garden is the 
nasturtium. It 
is easy to grow, 
provides pest 
protection for 
other plants 
and its leaves 
and flowers are 
edible. 

Nasturtiums 
(Tropaeolum) 
originate from 
central and South 
America where it 
grows as a peren-
nial (zone 9-11). 
Up here in the 

chilly Midwest, our winters limit 
nasturtiums to being grown as an 
annual. They can be either started 
indoors in mid to late April or out-
doors towards the end of May and 
will last until the first hard frost. 
If starting indoors, use paper-type 
starting trays that can be planted 
directly in the soil when ready to 
avoid transplant shock. The an-
nual life cycle of nasturtiums can 
be a benefit for a garden because 
this matches the cycles of other 

vegetable plants. 
Nasturtiums have peltate (disc-

like) leaves that are typically two 
to four inches around and resem-
ble tiny lily pads.  Their flowers 
most commonly range in color 
from yellow to reddish orange 
though other varieties can be 
found. The flowers attract a range 
of pollinators including bees, but-
terflies and hummingbirds. 

Nasturtiums can either be bush 
types around 12” tall while others 
are trailing and make excellent 
additions to pots, hanging over 
walls, or trained to grow up trel-
lises. They grow best in full sun 
with well-drained soil. They will 
tolerate shade but will not bloom 
as abundantly there. Interestingly, 
nasturtiums tolerate and bloom 
best in poor, low nitrogen soils. 
Too much nitrogen encourages 
leafy growth at the expense of 
flower production. Be sure to dead-
head flowers regularly to prolong 
the blooms.  

The leaves and flowers have 
a spicy, peppery taste similar 
to watercress, that make great 
additions to salads. For the best 
flavor, harvest younger leaves and 
flowers, as older ones can be bitter. 
The flowers are milder in flavor 
than the leaves. When the summer 
turns hot the flavor gets spicier.

Several university studies have 
shown that nasturtiums can 
reduce pest pressure when planted 
next to brassicas (like broccoli and 

cabbage), squash and pumpkin 
plants. 

While they are relatively re-
sistant to pests, nasturtiums 
can attract cabbageworms and 
aphids. Diseases like bacterial leaf 
spot, and wilt may occur, but can 
generally be prevented by good wa-
tering practices including keeping 
the leaves dry when watering and 
pruning to promote airflow.

While nasturtiums offer many 
benefits to your garden, from 
attracting pollinators to deterring 
pests. They also remind us that 
gardening thrives on connection, 
and we gardeners grow stronger 
when we learn from each other’s 
experiences and offer a helping 
hand.

Every year, Master Gardeners 
across Minnesota partner with 
the University of Minnesota to test 
different plant varieties for ease of 
growing, productivity and flavor. 
This year, six varieties of nastur-
tiums are being trialed, and we’re 
excited to share the results with 
you early next year.

Until then, consider adding 
nasturtiums to your garden—not 
just for their beauty and utility, but 
as a reminder that vibrant gardens 
grow best in vibrant communities. 
Happy gardening!

Timothy Newcomb is an Anoka 
County Master Gardener with the 

University of Minnesota Extension
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QUAD COMMUNITY PRESS  |  ELECTION LETTER GUIDELINES

• Election season is considered 
to be when filing first begins 
until the day of the election. 

• Limited to 350 words. Paid 
letters running longer will 
be charged $10 per 30 words 
after that.  

• Letters are free unless 
endorsing a candidate, party 
or question on the ballot. 
Endorsement letters will 
have a $50 fee. Please call 
651-407-1200 to arrange 
payment by credit card or 
mail a check payable to Press 
Publications to 4779 Bloom 
Ave, White Bear Lake, MN, 
55110. Endorsement letters 
are labeled, “paid letter.” 

• Letters for or against a 

candidate will qualify as paid 
letters. 

• Submissions must include a 
full name, address and phone 
number for verification. 

• Letter-writers must live, work 
or have another connection to 
Press Publications coverage 
area. 

•  Letters are meant to express 
opinions. If letter-writers 
include facts, they must 
attribute those facts to a 
reputable source. 

•  Due to space limitations, 
letters that don’t address 
local issues are not 
guaranteed publication. 

• Repeat unpaid letters by 
the same writer about the 

same subject matter will not 
be published. Repeat paid 
endorsement letters will be 
published as space permits. 

•  Four weeks (or issues) must 
pass between publication of 
unpaid letters from the same 
writer. Exceptions may be 
made for rebuttal letters at 
the editor’s discretion. 

• Submissions containing 
libelous or derogatory 
statements will not be 
published. 

• Letters by campaign 
managers or candidates 
designed to champion the 
candidate’s position on a 
specific issue will be accepted 
as paid letters. 

• Letters reprinted as part of 
letter-writing campaigns are 
paid letters. 

• All letters are subject to 
editing. 

• We reserve the right to not 
publish any letter. 

• The deadline to submit a 
letter is 5 p.m. Wednesday the 
week prior to publication. 

• The last batch of letters to 
be printed before the Nov. 
4 election will be printed 
in the Oct. 21 issue and 
must be received by 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct.15. 

• To submit a letter, email 
news@presspubs.com or 
mail/deliver it to Press 
Publications.

My little      
heart dog 

I
f you have been reading the Press for quite 
some time, chances are you have probably 
read a column or two about my miracle pup 
Twinkie or seen a photo of her in the Spotted 

Around Town section. 
Twinkie, a one-eyed Pembroke Welsh corgi, 

will celebrate her 8th birthday this November. 
When she was just 8 months old, 
Twinkie was diagnosed with 
Patent Ductus Arteriosus (PDA), 
a congenital heart defect that 
was causing too much blood 
to flow into the left side of her 
heart. At the time we were told 
if she didn’t have surgery, she 
would likely only live to be 1 or 
2 years old before dying from 
congestive heart failure. The 
surgery was successful. 

Twinkie has been relatively 
healthy over the years, except 
for some eye problems. In 2022, 
she was diagnosed with neuro-
genic dry eye. Her left eye wasn’t 

producing any tears. We tried multiple drops, 
but none of them worked and she had to have 
her eye removed after developing an ulcer. That 
surgery saved her life, again. 

It’s hard for me to wrap my brain around the 
fact that Twinkie will soon be a “senior” and 
some may even consider her a senior already. 
This summer, I started to notice her slowing 
down a bit while we were out on a walk. I wasn’t 
sure if it was just her being the spoiled little 
princess she is and wanting to ride in the bottom 
of our son’s stroller, or if something was wrong 
and causing her to get tired faster.  

I decided to make an appointment with the 
cardiologist who performed her PDA surgery all 
those years ago to check things out and make 
sure the device they placed in her heart ago was 
still doing what it was supposed to and was in the 
right spot. 

Thankfully, I was reassured it was just my anx-
iety talking. Twinkie’s echocardiogram looked as 
great as it could for a dog of her age. The device 
is still where it is supposed to be and doing what 
it is supposed to do. He was very pleased with 
how everything is looking and doesn’t have any 
concerns for her related to her heart. She really 
is my little heart dog. 

I will forever be grateful to the cardiology team 
and Bandit’s K-9 Care, a nonprofit organization 
that has followed Twinkie’s story since she was 
a puppy. I now have some peace of mind that my 
little corgi is well — being a corgi. She does what 
she wants to do, when she wants to do it.

Shannon Granholm is the Managing Editor at 
Press Publications.

Shannon’s 

Shenanigans
Shannon 

Granholm

 SHANNON GRANHOLM | PRESS PUBLICATIONS

Twinkie visits the cardiologist for an echocardiogram.
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CITY OF CIRCLE PINES, MINNESOTA
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an aeration system is in use on Golden 
Lake in the City of Circle Pines.

The possibility of open water or thin ice exists on Golden Lake throughout 
the winter.

Chandra Peterson, Assistant City Administrator for Operations
Dated: September 10, 2025
Published two times in the Quad Community Press on September 16 and 

23, 2025.

CITY OF LINO LAKES
ORDINANCE NO. 15-25

AMENDING CHAPTER 203 OF THE LINO LAKES CITY CODE BY 
ADJUSTING THE SALARIES OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS

The Council of Lino Lakes ordains:
Section 1.  That Chapter 203 of the Lino Lakes Code of Ordinances be 

amended to read as follows:
CHAPTER 203:  COUNCIL COMPENSATION

§ 203.01 COMPENSATION OF MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS.
(1)  Salaries. The compensation of the Mayor and each Council member 

shall be established     from time to time by City Council ordinance 
pursuant to M.S. § 415.11. Effective January 1, 2024 2026, the annual 
salary of the Mayor shall be $11,298 $12,400, and the salary of each 
Council member shall be $9,497 $10,423. Thereafter, every two years 
the City Council will consider whether a salary adjustment is warranted. 
This salary is intended to cover all meetings that may be attended by 
the Mayor or Council members except as expressly provided in this 
section.

(2)  Payment. The annual salaries established hereby are to be paid 
monthly.

(3)  Economic Development Authority (EDA) meetings. The City Council 
will be compensated for attendance at EDA meetings at the rate of $40 
per meeting.

Section 2. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective January 1, 
2026

Adopted by the Lino Lakes City Council on this 8th day of September, 2025.
Rob Rafferty, Mayor
ATTEST: Roberta Colotti, CMC, City Clerk 
Published one time in the Quad Community Press on September 16, 2025.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.
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MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/14/2025 Metro

BUY 1, GET 1

40% OFF*

$200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase*

PLUS

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

855-213-4393TOLL
FREE 

OFFER ENDS 12/31

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25

Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

Free Pickup & Towing.

Top Tax Deduction.
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Let Beautiful Valley Quilts help you turn 
those quilt tops into finished quilts. 

Services include Longarm quilting, cleaning up the edges of the quilt 
and attaching the binding.  Batting available for purchase if needed.

612-200-2683 | beautifulvalleyquilts.com
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Contract approved for 
reconstruction of County 
Road J

The Anoka County Board of 
Commissioners approved a joint 
powers agreement with the city of 
Lino Lakes for the reconstruction 
of County Road J from Centerville 
Road to Otter Lake Road, including 

improvements to the I-35E/County 
Road J interchange. 

The plan includes the construction 
of roundabouts at the intersections of 
County Road J at Centerville Road, 
20th Avenue South and Otter Lake 
Road as well as other improvements 
to address safety. The project 
will continue through the 2026 
construction season. 

County board accepts 
multiple grants for county 
parks

The board has accepted grants 
from the Metropolitan Council for 
three projects within Anoka County’s 
park systems. These grants include 
$500,000 of supplemental funding 
for the reconstruction of the lazy 

river bridge at Bunker Beach Water 
Park, approximately $1.38 million in 
supplement funding for the Bunker 
Hills Park redevelopment and $80,000 
to fund natural source management 
work throughout the county’s parks 
system. 

COUNTY BRIEFS

• Circle Pines will recognize 
Constitution Week from 
Wednesday, Sept. 17, through 
Tuesday, Sept. 23. This year 
marks the 287th anniversary of 
the drafting of the Constitution 
of the United States. 

• The council has adopted 
the 2025 street rehabilitation 
assessment in the amount of 
approximately $3.38 million. 
From that total, $2.7 million 
will be reserved for the street 
improvements. According to 
City Administrator Patrick 
Antonen, the remaining 
$300,000 will go toward utility 
improvements such as water, 
sewer and storm sewer. 

Antonen added that the city will 
pay approximately $2.06 million 
and $711,020 will be assessed to 
the benefitted property owners. 
An open house will take place 
on Monday, Oct. 6, for residents 
who live on Village Parkway 
and West Golden Lake Road. At 
that event, residents can ask 
engineers about the projects 
and express any concerns. A 
public hearing for the proposed 
assessment will take place on 
Tuesday, Oct. 14, at City Hall. 

• The city will enter into 
a service contract with the 
Blaine-Spring Lake Park-
Mounds View (SBM) Fire 
Department, after council 

approved the move. The 
agreement will take effect 
on Jan. 1, 2026. As part of the 
agreement, the city will pay an 
annual service fee of $380,000 
with annual increases agreed 
upon in writing prior to each 
new year. (See “Centennial 
Fire District taking ‘big step’ 
to integrate with SBM,” Quad 
Community Press, Sept. 4.)

The next City Council meeting 
will be at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 
23. 

Madeline Dolby

CIRCLE PINES CITY COUNCIL SNIPPETS

AUTHOR Q&A: ‘My hope is that readers see pieces of their own story in ours’
FROM PAGE 1

Q. Is this your first publication?
A. “Mom Loves the Dogs More: A 

Memoir of Family Rescue” is my first 
book. It follows our family’s journey 
through the chaos of adolescence, 
complicated by teen mental health 
challenges and a revolving door of foster 
dogs. While the dogs certainly added to 
the chaos, caring for them ultimately kept 
us together when everything else felt like 
it was falling apart. The book also includes 
more than 20 photos of the foster dogs 
who shaped our story. I couldn’t imagine 
telling it without their faces on the page. 
Alongside the book, I publish a weekly 
newsletter, “Like People, Like Pets,” where 
I explore how the devotion we’ve built with 
our pets reflects the love and loyalty we all 
long to give and receive.

Q. Where did your inspiration come 
from for this book?

A. When people learn I’m a pet foster, I 
often hear, “I could never do what you do. 
I could never give them up.” Rather than 
explain repeatedly why fostering matters 
and how it saves lives, I wrote a book to do 
the talking for me. Early readers loved the 
dog stories but encouraged me to widen 
the lens. That shift elevated our family’s 

story of navigating teen anxiety and 
ADHD alongside rescue work. My family 
hopes sharing our experience will inspire 
others to seek help and to feel less alone.

Q. How did you decide what 
memories to include or leave out? 

A. I took a writing class on theme and 
voice and studied “Story Genius” by Lisa 
Cron. Both helped me frame backstory 
in a way that supported the larger theme. 
Cron’s chapter-by-chapter template gave 
me a consistent lens for deciding which 
memories moved the story forward to keep 
readers turning the pages.

Q. Did you keep journals or notes, 
or rely mostly on memory to help you 
write this book? 

A.  I kept a journal for each foster dog 
so I could write an adoption profile that 
reflected their personality and needs. 
Because I began drafting the book early 
in our fostering journey, those journals 
are peppered with family stories and 
anecdotes. I wrote everything down—I 
learned quickly that it’s far easier to cut 
than to try remembering later.

Q. What do you hope readers take 
away from reading your book?

A. By seeing my teens as individuals 

and adapting my parenting to their needs, 
I was able to repair our relationships 
and build stronger connections as they 
grew into young adults. Similarly, by 
seeing foster dogs for who they were and 
responding to their needs, I could help 
them heal and thrive. Even if you’ve never 
fostered a dog, you’ve likely faced seasons 
when family life felt overwhelming. My 
hope is that readers see pieces of their 
own story in ours and feel encouraged 
to find connection in unexpected places. 
The short takeaway? Compassion builds 
connection.

Q. Where can people find your book?
A. On launch day, the paperback will 

be available online through national and 
local booksellers, and the e-book will be on 
Amazon. Readers can always learn more 
at cindyowrites.com.

Q. Is there anything else you’d like 
readers to know?

A. Profits from the book will help 
support the local nonprofit Second Chance 
Animal Rescue, which is devoted to giving 
animals a second chance.

Compiled by Madeline Dolby

� CONTRIBUTED

“Mom Loves the Dogs More: A Memoir of 
Family Rescue” comes out on Thursday, Sept. 
18. The paperback version of the memoir 
will be available through national and local 
booksellers. 
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LEXINGTON FALL FEST
September 19-20, 2025

Join us on So Hwy Drive from Restwood to Woodlawn Rd

WWW.THEAFTERMIDNIGHTGROUP.COM

WWW.THEAFTERMIDNIGHTGROUP.COM

The Lexington Fall Fest is an event that brings together local businesses and people of all ages to encourage 
a spirit of pride, a sense of community with its citizens and an atmosphere of celebration for all!

Photos by Jon Namyst

9005 South Highway Drive Lexington, MN

Sp
on

so
r

84
18

95

Sp
on

so
r

Once a smoke alarm sounds you may have as little as one or two minutes to escape safely from your home. A closed door may slow the 
spread of smoke, heat and fire. Install smoke alarms in  every sleeping room and outside each separate sleeping area. Install alarms on  

every level of the home. Walk through your home and inspect all possible exits and escape routes. Draw a floor plan of your home, marking 
two ways out of each room, including windows and doors and select a location for everyone to meet once outside.                      

PLAN & PRACTICE your ESCAPE!!  
Contact the Lexington Fire Department at: (763) 784-1604                                              

or go online to wwwwww..ccii..lleexxiinnggttoonn..mmnn..uuss//ppaaggee//ddeeppttss__ffiirree__oouuttrreeaacchh                                                                                                                          
to learn more ways to protect yourself & your family 

Fire Chief 

Erik Edwards 

Asst Fire Chief 

Mike Maleski 
Lieutenant 

Mike Mohler 

Firefighter 

Mark Kurth 

Firefighter 

Jimmy Earley 

Firefighter 

Heidi Haakenson 

Firefighter 

Brian Mohler 

Firefighter 

Joe Morrison 
Firefighter 

Jeffery Geiger 

Firefighter 

Onna Belter 

Firefighter 

Cally Jacobsen 
Firefighter 

David Hults 

Firefighter 

Oscar Ogenga 

Firefighter 

Keith Harris 

EVERY SECOND COUNTS: PLAN 2 WAYS OUT! 

Your ability to get out of your home during a fire depends on                                          
advance warning from smoke alarms and advance planning 

Your Next Challenge Awaits! It’s time to make a difference in your community,              
Lexington, MN has fired up the call for volunteers and WE WANT YOU!  

For more information call (763)784-2792 

LLEEXXIINNGGTTOONN  FFIIRREE  DDEEPPAARRTTMMEENNTT  

FIREWORKSFIREWORKS !!! !!!

Sunday
September 21st

VikingsVikings
 Party! Party!

at Cowboy’s Saloon
vs Cincinnati Bengals

 12:00 pm
$2.25 Happy Hour 

1,2,3rd Quarters
Sponsored by

 Cowboy’s Saloon

WWW.THEAFTERMIDNIGHTGROUP.COM

Live music at cowboys featuring:Live music at cowboys featuring:    
Alibi Alibi at 3 - 6 pmat 3 - 6 pm

Wayne Mcfarland Wayne Mcfarland at 7-11 pmat 7-11 pm
Sponsored by Cowboy’s Saloon

9:30 pm Fireworks Sponsored by 
Lexington Fire Relief 

Sunday Brunch
$14.99

Saturday
September 20th

FREE 
Family Fun Fest 12-6 pm

Bounce Houses, Rock Climbing Wall, Petting 
Zoo, Vendors & Food Trucks, Raffle, Balloon & 

Facepainting Artists plus so much MORE!!! 
• Tree of Life Church Viewing

• Lexington Fire Station Open House

Friday
September 19th
4:00 to 7:30pm

Car 
Show

Register today at Cowboy’s 
Saloon Show Lots of parking.

$5 registration

$8.99 burger basket
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POLICE REPORTS 

Weekend Rides Through 
 October 26, 2025  

10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
6930 Fremont Street

Duluth, Minnesota
218-624-7549

PHOTO CREDIT: DAVE SCHAUER

COME SEE THE FALL COLORS
RIDE Duluth River Train

Duluth River Train

Lak
e S

uper
ior &

Mississippi Railroad

duluthrivertrain.com
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DISCOUNT CODE:  PRESS925

Celebrations
Hole in one!

Bruce Hill, 78, of 
Forest Lake had a hole 
in one on the 17th hole 
at Tanners Brook Golf 
Course on Sept. 4, 2025!  

Congrats Bruce!
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Open Monday-Friday 8:00-6:00

-Full Diagnostic Service-
Fleet Service • DOT Inspections

COMPLETE AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR
• Mufflers & Dual Exhaust
• Emission Service
• Computerized Vehicles

• Tune-ups
• Brakes
• Air Conditioners

TThomas homas MMotorsotors
SerSer ving local Customers 25 Yving local Customers 25 Yearsears

651-780-5298
7702 Lake Drive, Lino Lakes

35
W

Thomas
Motors

7
7
th

S
t.Target

Kohl’s

Cty. Rd. 23 (Lake Dr.)

Thomas Motors
Complete Auto & Truck Repair

FULL DIAGNOSTIC SERVICE
Fleet Service • DOT Inspections

7702 Lake Drive, Lino Lakes

Open Mon-Fri:
7:00 - 5:30

Proudly  
serving  
local 
customers
for over  
39 years

651-780-5298

• Tune-ups
• Brakes
• Air Conditioning
• Exhaust Work
• Tires & Alignment

• RV Repair
• Propane Truck Service
• Trailer Repair
• Medium and Heavy      

Duty Truck Repair
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The Centennial Lakes Police 
Department reported the following 
selected incidents:

• Officers were dispatched Sept. 3 to 
a report of phone call fraud in the 
9200 block of South Highway Drive 
in Lexington. 

• Officers were dispatched Sept. 3 
to a motor vehicle accident that 
occurred near the intersection of 
Griggs Avenue and Lake Drive in 
Lexington. 

• Police responded Sept. 3 to a 
personal injury crash that occurred 
at the intersection of Lake Drive 
and Westwood Road in Lexington. 

• Officers responded Sept. 3 to a 
delayed report of theft that occurred 
in the 9000 block of North Highway 
Drive in Lexington. 

• Officers responded Sept. 4 to a 
property damage crash in the 7000 
block of 20th Avenue in Centerville. 

• Officers were dispatched Sept. 4 to 
a property damage accident that 
occurred at the intersection of 
Lexington Avenue and Lovell Road 
in Lexington. 

• Police located an abandoned vehicle 
Sept. 5 in the 2000 block of Fairview 
Street in Centerville that was 
blocking the roadway. The vehicle 
was impounded. 

• Police were dispatched Sept. 6 to a 
motor vehicle theft that occurred in 
the 9000 block of Griggs Avenue in 
Lexington. 

• Officers were dispatched Sept. 7 to a 
possible domestic in the 7200 block 
of Mill Road in Centerville. Officers 
determined no crime had occurred. 
A juvenile had run from the address 
and was located nearby a short time 
later. 

• Police were dispatched Sept. 7 to a 
report of fraud in the 6800 block of 
Beaver Pond Way in Centerville. 

Police gathered information 
from the victim and a report was 
completed. 

• Police conducted a traffic stop 
Sept. 8 near the intersection of 
Main Street and Mound Trail in 
Centerville. 

• Officers responded Sept. 9 to a found 
animal in the 2000 block of Willow 
Circle in Centerville. 

The Lino Lakes Police Department 
reported the following selected 
incidents:

• While on patrol Sept. 1, an officer 
conducted a traffic stop near the 
intersection of Interstate 35E and 
County Road J on a vehicle for a 
domestic abuse no-contact order 
violation. An adult male was 
arrested and booked at jail for 
multiple charges. 

• Officers responded Sept. 1 to a 
report of a boat and trailer theft in 
the 7600 block of Appaloosa Lane. 
Officers met with the caller and 
determined no crime had been 
committed. 

• An officer responded Sept. 1 to a 
report of motor vehicle theft in 
the 200 block of Baldwin Circle. 
After an investigation, the officer 
determined no crime had occurred. 

• An officer responded Sept. 1 to a 
noise complaint in the 600 block 
of Town Center Parkway. The 
officer spoke to the homeowner and 
advised them of the complaint. 

• An officer responded Sept. 2 to 
a traffic complaint on private 
property in the 7700 block of 20th 
Avenue. The officer stopped the 
vehicle involved and the driver was 
advised to leave the property. 

• An officer responded Sept. 2 to 
a report of a possible ongoing 
ordinance violation in the 6600 

block of White Birch Court. 
The potential violation is under 
investigation.

• An officer was dispatched Sept. 2 to 
a threat at a school in the 700 block 
of Main Street. School officials 
spoke to all parties involved and 
only requested the police document 
the incident. 

• An officer was dispatched Sept. 
2 regarding suspicious activity 
at a home under construction in 
the 7500 block of Norway Lane. 
Upon investigation, the officer 
determined there were no problems. 

• While on patrol Sept. 2, an officer 
conducted a traffic stop on a 
vehicle for a traffic violation at the 
intersection of Otter Lake Road and 
Ash Street. An adult female was 
arrested and charged with first-
degree DWI.

• An officer and the fire department 
responded Sept. 3 to a report of an 
individual trapped in an elevator 
in the 700 block of Town Center 
Parkway. The fire department 
accessed the elevator and the person 
was freed without incident. 

• An officer responded Sept. 3 to 
a report of a check forgery in 
the 100 block of Shetland Lane. 
Upon investigation, the officer 
determined the victim was not out 
any money and they were unable to 
identify a suspect. 

• Officers responded Sept. 3 to a 
report of missing juveniles in 
the 7300 block of Geneva Court. 
The juveniles returned to their 
residence on their own and law 
enforcement assistance was no 
longer needed. 

• While on patrol Sept. 5, an officer 
stopped a vehicle in the 6400 block 
of Hodgson Road for speeding and 
lane violations. The adult male 
driver was arrested and booked at 

jail for third-degree DWI. 
• An officer responded Sept. 5 to a 

call at a local school in the 300 block 
of Elm Street on the report of a 
student with a weapon. The weapon 
was confiscated by the officer, and 
the case is under investigation.

• On Sept. 5, an officer responded 
to a possible theft in progress at a 
business in the 700 block of Apollo 
Drive. The suspect was apprehended 
and charged with theft and fleeing 
on foot. 

• Officer attempted to arrest a male 
Sept. 6 with a warrant in the 800 
block of Orange Court. Officers 
were unable to locate the male. 

• Officers responded Sept. 6 to a 
property damage crash involving 
two vehicles on private property in 
the 600 block of Apollo Drive. There 
were no injuries and no tows were 
needed. 

• While on patrol Sept. 7, an officer 
stopped a vehicle in the 7600 block 
of Main Street for poor driving 
conduct. The adult male driver 
was ultimately arrested for fourth-
degree DWI. 

• Officers responded Sept. 7 to a 
report of a found license plate in 
the 700 block of Apollo Drive. The 
license plate was secured at the 
police station for safekeeping and 
the owner was contacted. 

• Officers responded Sept. 7 to a 
report of a male not breathing in the 
7000 block of Ivy Ridge Lane. The 
male was pronounced deceased, and 
the scene was turned over to the 
Medical Examiner’s Office. 

• An officer responded Sept. 7 to a 
report of possible identity theft in 
the 1100 block of Holly Court E. The 
investigation is ongoing.

• The city will recognize Constitution Week from 
Wednesday, Sept. 17 through Tuesday, Sept. 23. This 
year marks the 287th anniversary of the drafting of the 
Constitution of the United States. 

• Angie Thorson will serve as the deputy city clerk 
following council’s appointment. At the Feb. 10 City 
Council work session, the interim city administrator 
reported to the council that key roles within the city 
had been identified to have a staff member assigned 
as a backup during an absence or staff vacancy. The 
public services administrative assistant has been 
designated as backup for the city clerk position. 
Because the person with the title of city clerk or deputy 
city clerk is required to sign official documents on 
behalf of the city, staff requested that Thorson, who is 
the current public services administrative assistant, 
be formally appointed as deputy city clerk. The general 
job duties will remain the same for the public services 
administrative assistant role with the addition of the 
deputy city clerk title and backup role. There will be no 
change in pay.  

• Council has approved the disposal of multiple 
squad cameras and police radios utilized by the Lino 

Lakes Police Department. According to Police Chief 
Curt Boehme, the department purchased Panasonic 
squad cameras in 2012. These cameras are no longer 
supported by Metro-Inet software and have no further 
use. All data has been removed from the cameras. 
Additionally, Boehme said the department has obsolete 
police radios and other miscellaneous nonfunctioning 
electronics. The radios will be decommissioned 
through the Anoka County Radio Shop. All other 
electronic items will be disposed of through an 
appropriate facility to ensure the secure handling of 
any residual data. 

• The final plat for Natures Refuge North, proposed 
by M/I Homes of Minneapolis/St. Paul LLC, has 
been approved by the council. The final plat includes 
94 single-family lots (See “Board, residents opine 
on Natures Refuge North development,” Quad 
Community Press, April 22, 2025). The development 
will be located north of Natures Refuge. 

• A Chipotle Restaurant and a future retail, auto 
service and development will be built north of Main 
Street, west of I-35E, east of 21st Avenue N and south 
of the park and ride after the council approved the 

final plat proposed by Capital Real Estate Inc. The 
development is being called Clearwater Commons 
(See “Clearwater Commons development proposes 3 
commercial sites,” Quad Community Press, May 20). 

The next City Council work session will be at 6 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 22, followed by a regular meeting at 6:30 
p.m. at City Hall. 

Madeline Dolby

LINO LAKES CITY COUNCIL SNIPPETS
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Absentee voting begins Sept. 19  
in Lino Lakes

Absentee voting for the city of Lino Lakes 
municipal election this November will start 
Friday, Sept. 19. This year, Anoka County will 
provide absentee voting services to Lino Lakes 
residents. Absentee voting applications can be 
found on the city’s website and should be mailed 
to the Anoka County Government Center, 2100 
Third Ave., Anoka. In-person absentee voting 
will be hosted by Anoka County Elections at the 
government center.  

All ballots must be returned by Election Day 
in order to be counted. For more information or 
to obtain an application, visit www.linolakes.
us/311/Voting-Elections or call Anoka County 
Elections at 763-324-1300. 

POLITICAL BRIEF

DNR updates fall hunting regulations
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

has updated its regulations for the 2025 fall hunting 
season.

For deer hunting, the shotgun zone will remain 
in effect for the current fall season, while the 
state legislature has repealed the zone for the 2026 
deer season. The B-season license has also been 
eliminated, with only one statewide firearms license 
now available. This license can be used during both 
the statewide firearms season and the late southeast 
season. Hunters with the statewide firearms license 
can hunt both the statewide firearms and late 
southeast seasons in any deer permit areas that are 
open to each season.

All special deer hunts that require a permit 
will be listed online only. The bag limit for the 
late chronic wasting disease season has also been 
changed from unlimited to five male or female deer. 
Self-service stations will not be available outside of 
opening weekend and late disease hunts. Sampling 
stations will only be available on Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday following the opening weekend of 
firearms season. 

Hunters who would like to have their deer 
sampled for chronic wasting disease but aren’t 
covered by the mandatory sampling regulation may 
do so by using hunter mail-in kits, partner sampling 
programs or by scheduling an appointment at a 
DNR wildlife office.

A complete list of these new rules and regulations 
can be found on the DNR website at www.tinyurl.
com/y9uhrctd.

DNR BRIEF

• City Administrator Bill Petracek noted that 
Anytime Fitness will be a future tenant at the 
Northway Mall. 

• The city of Lexington will recognize 
Constitution Week, Sept. 17-Sept. 23, to mark the 
238th anniversary of the drafting of the United 
States Constitution. 

• Lieutenant Jeffrey Gieger has been promoted 
to fire captain at the Lexington Fire Department. 
Geiger’s base salary will be $3,500 a year. 

• The council approved the proposed 
preliminary tax property levy for 2026 for a total 
of approximately $1,650,380. 

• The council approved business license 
renewals for Lexington Dairy Queen, Four Point 
Construction, Jasmine Montessori and O’Reilly 
Auto Parts.

• The council approved a special events permit 
for the Centennial Hockey Blue Line Club 
fundraiser, which will take place Saturday, Sept. 
20, at Boulevard Bar and Grille. 

• The council approved a business license 
application and fireworks permit for RES Pyro 
for the fireworks display at the Lexington Fall 
Festival on Sept. 20. 

The next City Council meeting will be at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 18, at City Hall.

Hannah Testa

LEXINGTON CITY COUNCIL SNIPPETS
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FREE WOOD 
DELIVERED  

Hugo area only 
651*/426*8660

Centennial School
District is hiring paras

for all grade levels
for the 2025-2026

school year. Positions
may include support-

ing students
one-on-one or in small
groups, assisting spe-

cial education stu-
dents,

lunchroom, and re-
cess duty. Starting

wage is $20.00/hour.
Visit isd12.org/join-
our-team to apply.

18
Thank You

23
Free Items

104
Hauling/Moving

150
Help Wanted

150
Help Wanted

150
Help Wanted

150
Help Wanted

150
Help Wanted

160
Hire Me

301
Farm Misc

362
Miscellaneous

362
Miscellaneous

362
Miscellaneous

369
Want to Buy

404
Garage Sales

451
Rentals/

Commercial

 We Buy Vinyl Records
Lps, 45s, Stereo Equip
We make house calls

by appointment.
White Bear Lake

Records 
4775 Banning Ave,WBL

wblrecords.com
  651/224-4947

Husnik Homes 
NOW HIRING 

Construction Laborer
Job duties : Keeping

job sites clean and or-
ganized & maintaining
equipment. Must have

light lifting ability. 
Call Paul Husnik
651*/248/1185

Some furn, adult
clothes, HH items,

Misc stuff, Fri 9/26 &
Sat 9/27, 8a-3p 

3702 Highland Ave,
WBL

House Cleaners
Needed 

3-5 days/wk Must be
thorough cleaner!

Maids of White Bear
651.247.2807

ATTENTION FARM-
ERS Seeing white

mold in your fields?
Noticing SDS?  Share
your location and en-
ter to win FREE soy-
bean seeds for 2026.
Call Nolan 218/689-

6367

DON'T LET THE
STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover
the ideal solution for

anyone who struggles
on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or
wants to regain ac-
cess to their entire

home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 866/852-5506

GET A BREAK ON
YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car,

truck, or SUV to assist
the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a
swift, no-cost vehicle
pickup and secure a

generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for

the Blind Today at
844/220-9501 today!

GET BOOST INFI-
NITE! Unlimited talk,
text and data for just

$25/mo! The power of
3 5G networks, one
low price! Call today

and get the latest
iPhone every year on

us! 855/849-6621

GET DISH SATEL-
LITE TV + INTERNET!
Free install, free HD-
DVR upgrade, 80,000
on-demand movies,

plus limited time up to
$600 in gift cards. Call
today! 855/562-4309

SAFE STEP NORTH
America s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive

lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation
and service. Now fea-

turing our FREE
shower package and

$1,600 off for a limited
time! Call today! Fi-

nancing available. Call
Safe Step 833/966-

3882

WANTED: ALL 1970S
MOTORCYCLES

Running or not. Titled
or not. Will pick up.
Cash in exchange.

Sell now before prices
fall. Call Dan at
612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES for
cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any

condition. Easy three
step process: Call, get

cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by

calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 844/978-0683

Thank You God, Saint
Mary and Saint Jude
for favors granted!

EQUAL  HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY, all
real estate advertising
in  this  newspaper  is
subject  to  the  Fair
Housing  Act  which
makes it illegal  to ad-
vertise  “any  prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination  based  on
race,  color,  religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national ori-
gin, or an intention, to
make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination.”  Familial
status  includes  chil-
dren under the age of
18  living with  parents
or  legal  custodians;
pregnant  women  and
people  securing  cus-
tody of children under
18.  This  newspaper
will  not knowingly  ac-
cept  any  advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
Our readers are here-
by  informed  that  all
dwellings  advertised
in this  newspaper are
available on an equal
opportunity  basis.  To
complain  of  discrimi-
nation  call  HUD  toll
free:  1-800-669-9777.
The  toll-free  number
for hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275. 

Ann's Awesome-
Housecleaning – 20+
Yrs Exp. Dependable.
Trustworthy. Ref Avail.
Cll/Txt 651*/776*7834

TOOLS-TOOLS-
TOOLS

Misc HH items, baby
clothes, etc, and much

more!
808 Hallam Ave N

Mah
9/19 & 20, 9a-3p

Scrap metal,appliance
p/u 651*/329*0815

C CENTENNIAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 12 

CONNECTING. ACHIEVING. PREPARING. 

Enjoy working with children? 
The Centennial School District is hiring paraprofessionals for all grade levels 
for the 2025-2026 school year. Positions may include supporting students 
one-on-one or in small groups, assisting special education students, 
lunchroom, and recess duty. Starting wage is $20.00/hour. 
Our talented students and first-rate staff exhibit Cougar pride in all they do! 

'' I enjoy being a paraprofessional at Centennial
schools because I have an opportunity to impact 
young lives every day" ~Kristine 

How to Apply ► Visit isd12.org/join-our-team for information. 
Centennial is an equal opportunity employer (EOE). 

Maids of 
White Bear
651-247-2807

House-
cleaners 
Needed!

3-5 days/wk
Must be

thorough cleaner!
Maids of 

White Bear
651-247-2807

House-
cleaners 
Needed!

Up to $18/hr
3-5 days/wk

No experience  
needed, will train

Construction Laborer 
needed for local 

construction company in 
White Bear Lake.  Engaged 
in new home construction, 
remodeling and excavating.

Job duties to include 
keeping job sites clean and 
organized both inside and 
outside, and maintaining 

equipment. 
Plus if you have experience 
running Bobcat equipment 

and smaller dump truck.
Must have reliable 

transportation and ability to 
do some light lifting.

Full time position | Pay DOE

Hiring Construction Laborer

 Call Paul Husnik: 651-248-1185

84
13

93

RECYCLE
RECYCLE
RECYCLE
RECYCLE
RECYCLE

Need a new direction?
Look here for 
your next job!
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PAINTING

Meet Your Specialist

LANDSCAPING

Give Tom a call @ 651-213-6638 
SchneiderCustomWoodwork.com

Tom Schneider, owner of Schneider Custom Woodworks, has lived in the 
area for 30 years. He started his company in the spring of 1996. S.C.W. does 
residential and commercial cabinetry, custom kitchens, home theaters, custom 
built ins, hutches, bath vanities, basement/commercial bars, tables, booths, 
cashier counters, and cabinets. They install millwork such as base and case trim, 
banisters, handrails and steps.

They will work with you on fi nishing their products and will refi nish old existing 
cabinetry and furniture.

Tom and his employees are known for prompt service and can answer any ques-
tions you may have. They are one of the few that offer computer cabinet visions so 
you can view your dream layout.

You can see their quality work all around town, homes, restaurants, bars and even 
game cabinets for Kids Quest around the country. They take pride in their work and 
references are available.

CUSTOM WOODWORKS

Find my ad under Cabinetry

APPLIANCE REPAIR

651-270-7360
Reasonable Rates

-all jokes and laughs are free

Servicing All Major Appliance Brands
Major Credit Cards Accepted

Honest Work for Honest Pay

AUTO SERVICE

20 years of experience serving White Bear Lake
& Centerville - Friendly, Honest Service

651.226.4235
Monday–Friday 8am–6pm

7137 20th Avenue North • Centerville
www.facebook.com/vermauto

• Auto Repair • Oil Lube & Filter Service

BATHROOMS

HUGE SAVINGS!
Lic. #20060261

651-257-4706
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

• Design
• Bath Repair
• Remodeling
• Tub Surrounds
• Free Estimates

Bathrooms by

CABINETRY

Schneider 
Custom 

Woodworks

Custom 
CABINETRY!

Free Estimates & Callbacks
within 24 hours

schneidercustomwoodwork.com
651-213-6638

Commercial & Residential

CUSTOM WOODWORKS

CARPENTRY

Small Job Specialist
45 years experience

651.653.9920 / 612.816.8544

Basement Finish/Remodel
Exterior & Interior Painting

Doors/Windows/Siding
Ceiling Textures/Roofs

Kitchen Remodels/Counter Tops
Decks/Landscaping

Odd Jobs
Bathrooms

CLEANING

Household Waste
Construction Debris

Appliances
Furniture

CONCRETE

“THE LEAKS STOP HERE”

Leaky Roof?

763-742-7500

over 40 years experience
Full Service Contractor

bettersol.com

MN Lic. BC639211

A+

bettersol.com

Sidewalks • Steps
Driveways • Repairs & More

763-742-7500

 MN Lic#BC639211

DECKS

Be ready to enjoy your deck this spring! 
Let us build your deck now    

We build decks all winter long!
CALL US FOR SPECIALS!

651-746-4582
northlandlandscape.com

Bonded Insured | Lic #BC638094

Deck Cleaning 
& Staining 

Professional - Prompt 
Guaranteed Results

651-699-3504
www.rooftodeck.com

DEMOLITION

SD Contracting

Patrick David 
651-206-5634

Demolition, 
Excavating, Grading

Landscape Materials 
Gravel | Fill | Black Dirt

Land Clearing/ Clean-up

LORENZ DRYWALL
• CHANGING CEILINGS OVER 

TO KNOCK DOWNS
• TAPING • SPRAYING 

• ADDITIONS • BASEMENTS 
• NEW HOMES • GARAGES
No job too small!
Kerry    651-653-9021
(Cell)     651-271-4221

DRYWALL

Wolf Bros. Drywall Co.
Total Drywall Services

Residential/Commercial
New Const & Basement Finishes

Family Owned & Operated

 Forest Lake

Insured
CALL LEE

(651) 428-0229

40 yrs • Since 1979

ELECTRIC

Floyd DeHate, Master Electrician
651-346-8185 EMERGENCY SERVICE

Small Jobs Welcome
• Repair Circuits

• Recepts Added • Ceiling Fans

ARROW 
ELECTRIC

Small Jobs Welcome
• Repair Circuits • Recepts Added 
• Remodels  • Panels  Replaced 

• Ceiling Fans • Master Electrician
EMERGENCY SERVICE

651-383-5123

HANDYMAN

Ron Skibsted, R.S. Construction
651-271-5000

FREE Estimates! Specializing in 
• Handyman • Remodeling • Drywall 

Repair•  Bathrooms • Kitchens

License #BC002674

Licensed  Bonded  Insured

“THE LEAKS STOP HERE”

Leaky Roof?

763-742-7500

over 40 years experience
Full Service Contractor

bettersol.com

MN Lic. BC639211

Roofing • Siding  
Windows • Doors • Gutters • Decks

Painting • Repairs 
And MORE!

763-742-7500

WE DO EVERYTHING!

bettersol.com
“THE LEAKS STOP HERE”

Leaky Roof?

763-742-7500

over 40 years experience
Full Service Contractor

bettersol.com

MN Lic. BC639211

 
Furnace & A/C 

Installations and Service 
Licensed,  Bonded  

& Insured 
651.426.4233   cphvac.net 

HEATING & COOLING

INTERIOR PAINTING

Best Painting & 
Cedar Specialists
Interior: commercial, residential, 
new construction walls, ceilings, 

trim, cabinets, floors
Exterior: cedar siding/trim repairs, 

stains and painting
CALL OR EMAIL! GET 2024

PRICING FOR SPRING/SUMMER
2025 EXTERIORS

Family owned since 1967
651-238-1850 

brian@cedarspec-bestpainting.com

Best Painting & 
Cedar Specialists
Interior: commercial, residential, 
new construction walls, ceilings, 

trim, cabinets, floors
Exterior: cedar siding/trim repairs, 

stains and painting
CALL OR EMAIL! GET 2024

PRICING FOR SPRING/SUMMER
2025 EXTERIORS

Family owned since 1967
651-238-1850 

brian@cedarspec-bestpainting.com

stucco painting

Best Painting & 
Cedar Specialists
Interior: commercial, residential, 
new construction walls, ceilings, 

trim, cabinets, floors
Exterior: cedar siding/trim repairs, 

stains and painting
CALL OR EMAIL! GET 2024

PRICING FOR SPRING/SUMMER
2025 EXTERIORS

Family owned since 1967
651-238-1850 

brian@cedarspec-bestpainting.com

LANDSCAPING

651-746-4582
Bonded Insured Lic. #BC638094
www.northlandlandscape.com

Ponds & Waterfalls, 
Paver Patios, Driveways, 
Concrete, Bobcat Work, 
Grading, Sod, Retaining, 

Walls & Tree Work,
Plants, Mulch and Rock.

 
Landscape Renovation Specialist

Mulch, Black Dirt, Gravel, Boulders 
Bobcat, Grading & Excavation

Letourneaulandscaping.com
651-426-0410

Ehman Landscaping
Specializing in:

• Sodding •Seeding •Grading
•Sod Repair • Sod Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
RonEhman@outlook.com

Call Ron 612-720-1893
EhmanLandscaping@gmail.com

SERVICES:
• Landscaping • Tree Removal, Tree Trimming 

& Stump Grinding • Shrub & Tree Care 
• Planting • Hauling & Disposal 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT
Expires 9/30/25

Phone: 651-771-2654
www.a-1inc.com | info@a-1inc.com

u Pavers u Plants u
u  Outdoor Living Spaces u

u  Retaining Walls u
u  Front Entry Courts u

Est. 1971

Licensed 
& 

Bonded

Tom Lofboom
651-491-4623

Northern Lights
Landscape Construction Inc.

Since 1989
>>> Free Estimates <<<
CALL STEVE TODAY 

for fresh new 
landscaping ideas!

651-592-6678
www.nelsonsnorthernlights

landscaping.com

LAWN CARE

Call us now!  
For your lawn care needs, 
for just $45.00 per week
 we can get you you’re 

weekends back!
(651) 500-8837

• Weekly/biweekly mowing and 
trimmings • Spring/Fall clean ups 

 • Seal coating • Landscaping 
• Snow plowing

PAINTING

Cedar Specialists & 
Best Painting

We’ll bring your cedar 
back to life!

Staining, Painting, Cleaning, 
Stucco Painting, Repairs and 

Restoration, Siding, trim, shakes, 
fences, decks, pergolas, gazebos

Call or email Brian
 651-238-1850   

brian@cedarspec-bestpaint.com

Residential and Commercial

Family owned since 1967

Call now for Spring 2025  
exterior pricing!

• Interior painting only               
Stain & Varnish

• Painting of Home Furnishings  
(furniture, cabinets, mirrors,
light fixtures, frames, etc.)

Free Estimates • Established 1987

L D MARSHALL
PAINTING

Scott or Linda  •  651-426-9135 (office)

PLUMBING

white bear

plumbing inc.
ResidentIal
CommercIal

(651) 426-6000
www.whitebear
plumbing.com

Lic #686889

• Drain Cleaning 
• Hot Water Heating
• Hot Water Heaters & Disposal
• Well Pump Service
• New Construction • Remodeling 

Lic. #005402Tom Thill 651-433-4866

Room Additions • Kitchens
Basements • Decks

All Remodeling
For more info visit

KOlsonconstruct.com
Lic. #BC-516217

612-868-6837

REMODELING

IKING AUTO REPAIRREPAIR
• Complete Automotive Repair

• Friendly Service • Low Rates
2501 E. County Rd F

White Bear Lake
651-407-3465

vikingautomotiverepair.com
GO VIKES!GO VIKES!

Foreign & Domestic

2022

of the Press
White Bear Lake
Vadnais Heights

PaintingPro Pro
Living Colors

• Holiday Special
•  Professional, Residential 

House Painting
•  Interior & Exterior 

•  Kind, Respectful Service
Please Call Richard

612-394-8978

Free 

Estimate
35 yrsExperience

NEW HOMES • BASEMENTS • REMODELS 
• RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Highest Quality Workmanship!

Marty Hunt & Dale Lundstrom

651-429-7077

■  Sheetrock Hanging ■  Tapng
■  Interior Painting

■  Knockdown ■  Resprays
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TIME TO REMODEL?
Kitchen / Bathroom
Basement / Deck

Check out our Models 
for design ideas.  

*1 yr financing option available*
SHERCO CONSTRUCTION
651-888-4138

License # BC627690

Quality Home Building and RemodelingQuality Home Building and Remodeling

ROOFING

651-407-1987

“Your Local Exterior Specialists”

MN Lic.# BC223025

Residential - Hardie Plank

Roofing  Siding  Windows
Gutters  Fascia & Soffit

“THE LEAKS STOP HERE”

Leaky Roof?

763-742-7500

over 40 years experience
Full Service Contractor

bettersol.com

MN Lic. BC639211

“THE LEAKS STOP HERE”

Leaky Roof?

763-742-7500

over 40 years experience
Full Service Contractor

bettersol.com

MN Lic. BC639211

“THE LEAKS STOP HERE”

Leaky Roof?

763-742-7500

over 40 years experience
Full Service Contractor

bettersol.com

MN Lic. BC639211

• Roofing • Siding
• Storm Damage • Repairs 

• Windows • Doors & More

ROOFING & REMODELING

WM Hayes Roofing &WM Hayes Roofing &
ReModeling, llCReModeling, llC

651-429-2682

Roofing • Siding • Remodeling
Storm/Hail Damage

MN License #BC002810

Locally owned since 1972
RoofingMinn.com

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

STUMP GRINDING

STUMP 
REMOVAL
Same Day Service

BACK YARDS -
NO PROBLEM!

Fast, dependable, insured

Major Credit Cards Accepted
651-426-8660

STUMP  
GRINDING

Free Estimates

Fast, dependable, insured 

651-426-8660
budgettreeservice@outlook.com

SAME DAY 
SERVICE

SAME DAY 
SERVICE

TREE SERVICE

Cameron Tree 
• Affordable Tree Trimming          
  & Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Hedge & Shrub Shaping /    
  Removal
• Senior / Veteran discount
• Family Owned & Operated
• Licensed / Insured
• Free Estimates

Snow Removal

(651) 775-8602

• Rooftop & Vent clearing 
• Driveway & Sidewalks
• Small parking areas

Lic/Ins • Free Estimates • Senior/Veteran discount 
CameronTree & Snow Removal

Cameron 
       Tree Service

(651) 775-8602

• Affordable Tree  
Trimming & Removal

• 26 years of experience
• Family owned
• Senior & Veteran Discounts

Licensed & Insured

No Job too Small
No Tree too Tall

Quality Work • Reasonable Rates

Tree Trimming
Tree Removal

Brush & Stump Removal
651-426-8660
FREE ESTIMATE 
Fast, Dependable, Insured

GENE’S TREE SERVICE 
& STUMP GRINDING

Licensed/Insured • Free Estimates

Call Today! 763-785-1629

A Cut Above 
Tree Service

Licensed Insured
Free Estimates
Tree Removal
Tree Trimming

Emergency Storm Damage
Senior and Military Discounts
Local Family Owned Business
www.acutabovetreeservice.com 

651-334-9063

Licensed Insured
Free Estimates

• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Trimming

• Emergency Storm Damage
Local Family Owned Business

www.facebook.com/acutabovetreecareservice

 
Basements ♦ Foundations ♦ Garages 

www.RealWaterproofing.com 


- 

 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 

-- 

 




WATER PROOFING

APPLEWOOD 
BUILDERS

applewoodremodelers.com
612.670.7004
MNLic#BC003215

Kitchen refresh ?

REMODELING

BATHROOMS ~ KITCHENS
BASEMENTS  ~ TILES

651-238-6751
NorconHomes.com
Locally Owned Since 1994

Insured / Lic #BC105943

Twin Cities Premier 
Home Improvement Company

ALL REMODELING

•  Kitchens
• Basements
• Bathrooms
• Decks
• Porches
• Remodels

651-653-0190
cartercustomconstruction.com

MN Lic #BC632066
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The Newspaper shall not be liable for slight changes or typographical errors that do not lessen 
the value of  the advertisement. The Newspaper shall not be liable or responsible for any error in 
any advertisement except to give the Advertiser credit for so much of  the space occupied by the 
advertisement as is materially affected by the error; credit shall be by refund or republication 
of  the advertisement at the election of  the Newspaper. Such credit shall not be given for more 
than one incorrect insertion unless the Publisher is notified in writing of  the error before the 
repetition of  the insertion.  When the Advertiser wishes to correct or change copy submitted as a 
"proof," the Newspaper shall not be liable for the changes or corrections unless they are received 
by the Newspaper within a reasonable length of  time before the deadline for publication.  If  an 
advertisement is requested to run after copy deadline, the Newspaper will not honor an adjustment 
request if  an error occurs. No specific page or position shall be guaranteed.  The Advertiser or 
Agency shall indemnify the Newspaper for any attorney 's fees incurred in defending against 
claims, pay any judgments against the Newspaper, and pay associated expenses and losses that are 
caused by the publication of  any advertisement submitted by or published at the direction of  the 
Advertiser or Agency, including claims for libel, copyright infringement, and invasion of  privacy. 

LIABILITY DISCLAIMER INDEMNIFICATION:

SEE PUZZLE SOLUTION, AT THE BOTTOM CORNER OF  THIS PAGE



TENNIS
Centennial won over Rogers 5-2 and lost to 

Champlin Park 5-2 last week. The Cougars are 
7-3 overall and 4-2 in the NWSC. Against Rogers, 
Lauren Klein, Radha Andiappan, Sophie Wynn/
Elly Nelson and Jenna Orcutt/Hannah Lofgren 
won in straight sets and Ashlin Kilmer won a tie-
breaker 10-4. Against Champlin, Klein and Orcutt/
Lofgren posted quick wins while the Rebels (7-3) 
pulled out five close matches.

BOYS SOCCER
Centennial is 7-0 and leading the Northwest 

Suburban Conference (NWSC) after beating Totino-
Grace (T-G) 3-1 and Andover 3-2 last week, both at 
home. Against T-G, Sebastian Fernandez knocked 
in two goals and Ameer Ahmed one, with assists 
by Logan Gracia, Keegan Janacek and Beckett 
Babiash. Against Andover, they got two goals by 
Garcia and one by Yasin Abdelaziz while Babiash 
provided two assists and Henry Erickson one. 
Cougar goalie Gilbert Joy stopped 15 of 18 shots in 
the two games. The Cougars are 6-0 in the NWSC, 
followed by Rogers 5-1-1 and Osseo 4-1-2.

GIRLS SOCCER
Alexis Larson drilled three goals and made one 

assist as Centennial won 5-0 over Totino-Grace last 
Tuesday. Also scoring were Lily Fernandez and 
Dara Akpan. The Cougars (4-4) then lost to Andover 

2-1 Thursday and Mounds View 2-1 Saturday. Ella 
Kieffer scored against Andover. In the NWSC, 
Champlin Park is 4-0 and Andover, Centennial and 
Rogers all 3-1.

CROSS COUNTRY
The Centennial girls placed 15th and the boys 

were 19th of 20 schools in the Lakeville North 
meet Thursday. Alexandria Sindt placed 38th 
and Hailey Peterson 80th to lead the girls.  Evan 
Lautenschlauger placed 85th and Connor Vig 107th 
for the boys.

Bruce Strand
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Isaac Belinske-Strauss, second-year Cougar quarterback, led a 31-10 win over 
Champlin Park on Friday, rushing for 139 yards and three touchdowns while 
throwing for a touchdown on his only pass attempt. In three games, the 6-foot, 
175-pound senior has tallied six touchdowns and 195 yards on 39 carries for the 
Cougars (3-0), while passing 9-for-12 for 85 yards. Coach Mike Diggins noted 
that the elusive quarterback has been reading defenses well and picking good 
spots to pull in the ball and run.

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK
Isaac Belniske-Strauss

Centennial Football
September 16, 2025

SPORTS BRIEFS

� BRUCE STRAND | CONTRIBUTED

Lauren Klein won at 1-singles against Rogers and Champlin 
Park.

Cougars pass early 
test against  

Champlin, 31-10
BY BRUCE STRAND

SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

Centennial rushed for 290 yards and cruised 31-10 
over Champlin Park in a duel of unbeaten teams 
Friday evening in Champlin.

Justin Driver’s 50-yard field goal was an offensive 
highlight. He was 3-for-3 on conversions. While 
few high school teams have ever had a 50-yard field 
goal, this was not a Cougar record as a previous 
kicker, Kenny Johnson, had a 55-yarder.

Quarterback Isaac Belinske-Strauss scampered 
for 139 yards on 21 carries, capping three drives 
with one-yard sneaks, and his lone pass went for a 
28-yard touchdown to Calvin Coppersmith. Edwin 
(Inyene) Ekah carried six times for 74 yards and 
Coppersmith nine for 29 yards.

“I feel we have been getting better every week 
and this was our best effort of the year,” Coach 
Mike Diggins said. “We improved in all areas of the 
game. We still need to clean up in some areas but 
over-all, I was satisfied.”

For Champlin Park (2-1), Trace Fitzgerald kicked 
a 21-yard field goal and Preston Nelson scored on a 
25-yard run.

Centennial will host Andover (2-1) on Friday.

� JON NAMYST | CONTRIBUTED

Justin Driver cranks up for a 50-yard field goal, with  
Wesley Kukkonen holding.

Cougars enjoy epic rally, milestone 
on way to 3rd place in Showcase 

BY BRUCE STRAND
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

An incredible rally, and a player’s 
lofty milestone, were highlights 
as the Centennial volleyball team 
placed third of 16 teams in the Class 
4A/3A Showcase.

“We were down 11 to 24 against 
Rogers, with Aubrie Wirkalla going 
back to serve,” recounted Coach 
Nicole Christensen. “She went on 
a massive run to tie us up — which 
included Chase Manthey’s 1,000th 
career assist.”

The Cougars (9-4) ultimately won 
that set 29-27, then edged the Royals 
25-23 in the second set to complete 
the win, at Minnesota Volleyball 
Warehouse in Burnsville. 

“It was the largest comeback 
I have ever witnessed as both 
a player and a coach,” said 
Christensen. “I was beyond proud 
that they had the grit not to stop.”

Teammates’ elation over 
Manthey’s feat helped spur the 
rally, she said: “It felt like the stars 
had started to align for us.”

The win over Rogers on Friday 
evening followed a 25-15,13-25, 

25-8 decision over Eden Prairie. 
On Saturday, eventual champion 
Maple Grove stopped the Cougars 
23-25, 25-15, 15-11 in the semifinals. 
The Cougars bounced back to 
defeat Stillwater 25-22, 25-18 in the 
third-place match.

“We were excited to return to 
the Showcase, both to redeem 
our outcome last year, and to be 
tested,” said Christensen. Last 
year, the Cougars lost both pools 
play matches and played in the 
consolation bracket.

Elena Hoecke, the Cougars 
6-foot-3 star, was named to the 
all-tournament team. The Cougars 
were missing one of their tall 
middle blockers, Addison Kemper. 
The coach credited Nora Lieser, 
Lily Sang and Alexis Morris for 
filling in Kemper’s slot on the first 
line of defense. “Our block was 
strong throughout the weekend,” 
she said.

Manthey, a 5-foot-11 junior 
setter, is a three-year starter. In 
anticipation of her milestone, 
teammates Hoecke and McKenna 
Manthey (her sister) had 
congratulatory signs ready.

Earlier in the week, Roseville 
defeated Centennial 22-25, 25-13, 
25-22, 18-25, 25-18, and the Cougars 
beat Andover 25-11, 25-22, 25-15. In 
that win, Kemper notched three 
aces, eight kills and two blocks; 
Hoecke 13 kills (in 20 attempts) and 
three blocks; and Lieser seven kills.

� JON NAMYST | CONTRIBUTED

Chase Manthey, shown here during a 
previous match, notched her 1,000th 
assist during the rally against Rogers.
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Rivard Tree Service
 Specializing in EAB (Emerald

Ash Borer) & Oak Wilt 
Diseased Tree Removal 

Tree Removal 

Tree Trimming

Land Clearing 

Brush Hauling

Stump Grinding 

Storm Damage

Contact Us!
763-753-7888 

Locally Owned & Operating for over 36 Years

Licensed & Insured

84
12

20When you need us, we are here to help.

*Servicing all brands *Servicing all brands 

Read our reviews and check out our current promotions at 
www.krinkies.com

Licensed, Bonded, InsuredLicensed, Bonded, Insured
Serving the St. Paul and Surrounding AreaServing the St. Paul and Surrounding Area

651-426-5220 651-426-5220 

24/7 Emergency Service24/7 Emergency Service

2023
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FREE TRIP CHARGE 

With repair 
$109 value!

Valid during regular business 
hours • Expires 9/30/25

If you have patience, 
love and understanding 
to offer to help Kentucky 
be his best self, then 
this quiet, gentle soul 
is waiting for you. 
Kentucky is a bit timid 
and reserved after 
spending three months 
being overlooked at a 
shelter in Texas. But he 
is now learning how to 
trust and be part of a 
family. Kentucky is an 
Australian cattle dog/
blue heeler/Jack Russell 
terrier mix. He is just 
about a year old and 
weighs 33 pounds. He is 
a bit shy and still trying 
to figure things out, but 
he is also curious and, 

once comfortable, it is 
easy to see his interest 
pique. Kentucky is 
house-trained, crate-
trained and leash-
trained. Although a 
bit shy at first, he is 
friendly with everyone 
he meets. Kentucky is 
also social with other 
dogs. In fact, he would 
make a great addition to 
a home with a friendly, 
confident, companion 
dog. Kentucky arrived 
at Ruff Start Rescue as 
part of the Lone Star 
to North Star Rescue 
Relief Program. If 
you are interested in 
learning more about 
Kentucky or adopting 

him, please fill out an 
application at www.
ruffstartrescue.org. 
Once your application 
is received, Ruff Start 
Rescue will contact you 
as soon as possible.

WEEKLY WAG

cornerstonemgmt.com

PROUDLY MANAGED BY

Lino Lakes with your vote for

“BEST OF”
in Senior Care

(763) 267-6183
725 Town Center Pkwy
Lino Lakes, MN 55014

www.linolakesal.com
74
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725 Town Center Pkwy
Lino Lakes, MN 55014
Linolakesal.com

Join Us! Open House 
Sept 24th 2-6pm
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