Scan for deals on page 2

Press Publications
4779 Bloom Avenue
White Bear Lake, MN 55110

PRESORTED
STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

PERMITNO. 9
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED CIRCLE PINES. MN

THURSDAY, MARCH5,2026
VOL.23 NO.5 www.readthecitizen.com $1.00

HARVEST GRANGE: New concept plan proposed PAGE 13

City sees return of multifamily housing to the market

BY SHANNON GRANHOLM
MANAGING EDITOR

HUGO — Over the past decade, the
city of Hugo has continued to expe-
rience steady growth. On average,
the city has added approximately 150
new homes each year, translating to
an estimated 300 to 400 new residents
annually.

Each year, the city’s Community
Development Department presents an
annual report to the City Council.

“(The report) is a measure of how

Max Gort
Associate Planner

we are growing in the community
and then taking a look at some of the
activities that the department has
been doing to continue to manage that
growth long term,” explained Associ-
ate Planner Max Gort.

Based on estimates from the Metro-
politan Council, Gort says the city’s
population is likely to be in the range
of 17,700 to 18,000 residents.

Last year, 34 planning applications
were submitted to the department,
which is slightly down from 41 appli-
cations in 2024 and the same number

in 2023. Gort explained there are a few
reasons for that. He explained that

in 2025, there were three ordinance
amendments and many “one-off” ap-
plications. Gort said the outlier in the
data for 2025 is encroachment agree-
ments regarding a change to fence
requirements.

“We will likely see that inflated
encroachment agreement number
decreasing over the years going for-
ward,” Gort said.

SEE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PAGETI

FILE

Brides can get information from a variety of wedding vendors on Sunday, March 15 at the Wedding Show.

Press Publications hosts Wedding Show

BY MAYA BETTI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Press Publications and the
White Bear Country Inn are set
to host their 41st annual Wedding
Show from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sun-
day, March 15. The event brings
together top local vendors in a
low-stress setting, giving brides
and their guests a chance to ex-
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plore everything from venues to
cupcakes without the crowds or
high fees of big city shows.

Patty Steele, general manager
at Press Publications, says the
show is especially appealing to
first-time attendees.

“First-timers are looking for an
easy, convenient show that has a
lot of good local vendors,” Steele
said.

©ARDEN CSENTER

16155/ Forest|Blvd, Hugo(Highway 61)

Visit us On +651-488-6707
CIRCULATION NEWS
651-407-1234 651-407-1230

ppcirc@presspubs.com

citizennews@presspubs.com

According to Steele, the Wed-
ding Show offers just that.

Up to 25 vendors will be on
hand, including longtime favor-
ites like Unreal Arrangements,
Midwest DJ and Creative License,
as well as newcomers, such as two
balloon décor companies.

SEE WEDDING SHOW, PAGE 7

City takes over as
ditch authority from
watershed

BY MADELINE DOLBY
QUAD COMMUNITY PRESS EDITOR

LINO LAKES — Lino Lakes has asked the Rice
Creek Watershed District (RCWD) to transfer man-
agement authority of portions of Anoka County Ditch
(ACD) 55 to the city. The specific portion requested for
transfer is known as Branch 8.

The segment of the ditch proposed for transfer
lies entirely within Lino Lakes, east of Centerville.
According to a report created by Chris Otterness, a
professional engineer at Houston Engineering, the
well drains west from the northeast quarter of Section
24, Township 31, Range 22 in Anoka County, crosses
Interstate 35E and ends with its connection to the
main trunk of ACD 55.

The total length of the proposed transfer is approxi-
mately 4,600 feet. Toni Schmidt, drainage and facilities
manager at Houston Engineering, said the watershed
district will still manage the remaining portions of
ACD 55, including its main trunk.

According to Schmidt, under the transfer, Lino
Lakes will have the authority to modify or replace
Branch 8’s system at its own discretion, but the city is
still subject to local, state and federal rules, including
RCWD rules.

“The city would inspect and maintain Branch 8 of
the drainage system. It would manage it under its
municipal authorities, rather than under M.S. 103E,”
Schmidt said. M.S.103E.812 refers to the state’s statutes
for drainage projects that affect state land or water
areas used for conservation.

SEE DITCH AUTHORITY, PAGE 2
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DITCH AUTHORITY: District approves transfer

FROMPAGE1

The city will still be obligated to manage the drain-
age system to meet the needs of upstream landowners.

According to Otterness, the city and private devel-
opers will likely replace most of Branch 8 with urban
stormwater infrastructure (storm sewer, open chan-
nels and ponds) to accommodate future development in

The RCWB Board of Managers approved the trans-
fer in a 4-0 vote (Board Manager Janet Hegland was
absent).

Editor Madeline Dolby can be reached at 651-407-1226
or quadnews@presspubs.com.

SCHOOL BRIEF

Lakes International Language
Academy announces retirement of

executive director

the area.

“The alignment and makeup of the system will likely
change due to development. This is one of the insti-
gating factors in the city’s request to be transferred
management of the drainage system,” Schmidt added.
“They have an upcoming proposed project to extend
Otter Lake Road ... It would cross Branch 8 at least
once, maybe multiple times.”

Until future development occurs, though, water flow
to ACD 55 is physically limited by the capacity of the

tile crossings under I-35E.

The design of the new stormwater infrastructure
would be in adherence to the Otter Lake Road exten-
sion project. According to Henry Meeker, professional
engineer at WSB, the city is also looking to construct
components of a regional drainage system in accor-
dance with the Comprehensive Stormwater Manage-
ment Plan (CSMP) prepared by the city of Lino Lakes
and approved by the RCWD in 2018.

Included in the regional drainage system is regional
wetland floodplain storage, an open conveyance ditch
and regional pond with an outlet under I-35E. The
drainage system will provide a surface flow outlet for
land in the region for the first time since the construc-
tion of the Interstate. According to Meeker, the region-
al system roughly follows the alignment of Branch 8.

When it comes to water quality, Schmidt said the city
is subject to NPDES MS4 permit requirements, which
requires it to limit pollutants entering the stormwater
system. The city is also subject to terms of the CSMP

and RCWD rules.

“With all of these requirements, the city does adhere
to objectives, with regard to water quality, similar to

Rice Creek,” he added.

CENTENNIAL SCHOOL BOARD NOTES

« The American Indian

highschoolers received a

Education Indian Parent =~ GPA of 3.0 or higher and
Advisory Committee the graduation rate in
gave its annual presenta-  2024-2025 was 94%, a 10%
tion to the board. Within  increase from last year.
the Centennial School « Superintendent Jeff
District, there are 181 Holmberg will join the
students who self-identify  St. Cloud State Uni-

as Native American and versity (SCSU) staff as
represent 89 Nations. an adjunct instructor
Some achievements following board ap-
highlighted in the proval. Holmberg has
presentation included been invited by SCSU
attendance, grade-point to instruct a graduate
average (GPA) and course for aspiring

graduation rates. So far,

59.6% of students missed
less than 5% of school for
the first semester. About
38% of middle school and

educational leaders. The
course is structured over
three weekends total
during late February
and March. As thisisa

RICE CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT | CONTRIBUTED

The segment of Anoka County Ditch 55 proposed for
transfer, known as Branch 8, lies entirely within Lino Lakes.
Branch 8, shown as the teal line on the map above, will now

be managed by the city.

weekend cohort model,
the instruction time will
not interfere with Holm-
berg’s regular district
business hours or his
responsibility as superin-
tendent.

» The 2025-2026 budget
will undergo revisions
following board approval.
According to Executive
Director of Business
Patrick Chaffey, the
revisions reflect up-
dated assumptions and
estimates based on new
information regarding
future enrollment, new
settlements, staffing ad-
justments and prior year

audit results.

« Schwab, Vollhaber,
Lubratt (SVL) will
provide the necessary
equipment to replace the
chillers at Centennial,
Golden Lake and Cen-
terville elementaries
after the board accepted
its bid of $535,600. The
board also approved the
other project bids: Boiler
Services Inc. will install
the chillers for $498,600;
Humeratech will provide
the controls for $47,406.
The chiller improvement
replacement project is
included in the district’s
long-term facilities plan
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Existing families refer your friends
and family and receive the same
discount as a new family after the
12th week of the referrals enroliment.
Not valid on School-age care.

Apple Academy provides safe,
fun, and worry-free child care.
We incorporate the nurturing of
a home-like environment with
the quality of a commercial child
care center.

1845 Main St., Centerville | 651-762-8911
centerville@applecw.com

26427 Forest Blvd.,Wyoming | 651-462-8772
wyoming@applecw.com

Visit applecw.com or call for tuition specials
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST...

Fast. Cool. Relief

Get all three with an Amana brand central
air conditioner. You'll also get a Lifetime Unit
Replacement Limited Warranty* for as long as
you own your home. This might be the perfect
combination for outstanding home comfort.

Amanaisa

Used under license. Al ights reserved.

White Bear Heating and Cooling
for all your HVAC needs.

$20 Off

AC or Furnace

Tune-Up or Service Call
* Prevents costly repairs
* Ensures safe operation
* Extends life of your system
* Saves energy & money
Offer not good wiany other offers
Offer expires 3/31/26
5198 130th St. N, Hugo
651-426-2044

b —————
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL: REPAIR « MAINTENANCE* INSTALLATION

651-426-2044 * 5198 130th St N, Hugo, MN
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS!

Shannon Peterson

(ONTRIBUTED

Lakes International
Language Academy
(LILA) in Forest Lake
has announced the
upcoming retirement
of Executive Director
Shannon Peterson, a
founding leader who
has served the school
since its launch in 2004.

Peterson helped trans-
form a small parent-led
vision into a PreK-12
International Bacca-
laureate (IB) World
School offering Spanish
and Mandarin Chinese
immersion pathways,

a full continuum of IB

programs, and expanded athletics and arts oppor-
tunities. Under her leadership, LILA earned IB
authorization, becoming one of the few schools in
the upper Midwest to offer the full continuum.

“Shannon’s leadership has shaped every chapter
of LILA’s story,” said Chief Financial Officer Julie
Lundgren. “Her steady vision, integrity and deep
belief in our mission have positioned LILA not just
to succeed—Dbut to flourish well into the future.”

Peterson was recently named the 2025 Minnesota
Charter School Leadership Award recipient by the
Minnesota Association of Charter Schools. LILA
plans to honor Peterson at Family Fun Night on
May 29 with a community art project celebrating
her more than two decades of service.

LILA is currently interviewing candidates for its
next executive director and a new leader is expect-

ed to be announced later this spring.

for renovation.

« Holmberg and Chaffey
provided the board with
an update regarding the
district’s long-range plan.
The plan, also referred
to as Centennial For-
ward, will ensure schools
remain vibrant, safe and
ready to meet the needs
of current and future
students (see full story in
next week’s issue).

« The board accepted
several contributions
made to Centerville
Elementary, Rice Lake
Elementary and Centen-
nial High School.

The next regular
school board meeting
will be at 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, March 16.

Madeline Dolby

Scan for this week’s specials!

4630 Centerville Rd, White Bear Lake | 651-653-0000 §

848357
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ONGOINGEVENTS

HUGO SENIOR CITIZENS PLAY ‘500’

When: 12:45 p.m. Thursday March 5 and the 1st, 3rd
and 5th Thursday of every month

Where: Rice Lake Centre, 6900 137th Street N.

Details: Games begin at 12:45 p.m. Refreshments and
coffee served. All senior citizens from the area invit-
ed.

Contact: 651-592-0369 or barbconnolly1958@yahoo.com

HUGO SENIOR CLUB

When: 1 p.m. Monday, March 16 and every 3rd Monday
of every other month

Where: Rice Lake Centre, 6900 137th Street N.

Details: Planning meeting for 2026 followed by games.
Coffee and refreshments served.

Contact: 651-592-0369 or barbconnolly1958@yahoo.com

CURRENT EVENTS

SECRETS TO DESIGNING A MODERN ESTATE PLAN
When: 10-11:30 a.m. Thursday, March 5

Where: White Bear Lake Senior Center, 2399 Cedar
Ave.

Details: Learn how estate planning tools work to
create a personalized plan that ensures peace of mind
and security. Register online.

Contact: communityservices.isd624.org/adults-se-
niors/programs

LIFE ON THE RUN: GANGSTERS IN WHITE BEAR LAKE
Details: 6-7 p.m. Tuesday, March 10

Where: White Bear Lake Armory, 2228 Fourth St.
Details: Deep dive into the areas most wanted guests.
Contact: whitebearhistory.org

FAT TIRE BIKING

When: 1-3 p.m. Wednesday, March 11

Where: Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Regional Park
Details: Learn the basics of fat tire biking. Registra-
tion required.

Contact: anokacountyparks.com

ESTATE PLANNING

When: 10-11 a.m., Thursday, March 12

Where: St. Stephen Lutheran Church, 1965 East Coun-
ty Road E, White Bear Lake

Details: Learn about estate planning, estate admin-
istration, elder law, get answers to questions, and
find resources to get started with planning; RSVP
required. Doors open at 9:30 a.m.

Contact: 651-777-1107 or office@ststephenwbl.org

MUSIC OF THE DECADES: THE 1960S

When: 6-8 p.m. Thursday, March 12

Where: White Bear Lake Armory, 2228 4th St.
Details: Explore exhibits and enjoy a “tour” of folk
music from the 60s era with Folk Revival MN. Open
house style.

Contact: whitebearhistory.org

TRIVIA BINGO

When: 10:30-11:30 a.m. Friday, March 13

Where: White Bear Lake Senior Center, 2399 Cedar
Ave.

Details: Take a nostalgic trip through the 50s, 60s
and 70s with a fun twist on the classic game. Call to
register.

Contact: 651-653-6121

‘THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST’

When: March 13-22

Where: Hanifl Performing Arts Center, White Bear
Lake

Details: Live performance of Oscar Wilde’s timeless
comedy that highlights absurdities of Victorian life.
Contact: lakeshoreplayers.org

GUIDED BIRD HIKE
When: 9-10:30 a.m. Saturday, March 14

Where: Big Marine Park Reserve, playground parking

lot

Details: Take part in a guided bird hike, listen to the
sounds of nature and learn to identify the birds that
call the St. Croix valley home. Children must be ac-
companied by a parent or guardian.

Contact: WashingtonCountyMN.gov/BirdHikes

MAHTOMEDI GARDEN CLUB

When: 9:30-10:30 a.m. Tuesday, March 17

Where: Mahtomedi District Education Center, room
103, 1520 Mahtomedi Ave.

Details: Monthly program “Ephemerals with Patrick
Maun” is open to members and the public. Advance
registration required.

Contact: mahtomedigardenclub.org

BUSINESS BRIEFS
i i lis nonprofit that advocates for to expand our business,” said Ben
Royal Credit Union youth mentorship. Outside of Estby, director of convenience
announces Hugo branch work, Cole enjoys photogra- store operations. “Hugo is a great
manager phy, riding motorcycles and spend- community, so when we had a
ing time with family and friends. chance to purchase this property,
Royal Credit gle were iﬁam‘; exgitftq not only for
. . e growth potential for our com-
grrllrll(z)ﬁ;?:g?ingr{tho- New auto Sh°p coming to pany but also for the chanpe tobea
hy Cole as branch Hugo part of the; Hugo comr_nunlty.”
manager of its Hugo The bugmess tentatively has a
office. located at HUGO — Bobby & Steve’s Auto soft opening planned for March
14602 Everton Ave.  World plans to open its doors for 15 and a grand opening for April

N. Cole will over-
see all aspects of
branch operations,
including coach-
ing and development of his team,
delivering service to members and
maintaining operational excel-
lence. Cole joined Royal in 2021

as branch manager at the River
Falls office. In this new role, Cole
is looking forward to strengthen-
ing connections within the com-
munity and building meaningful
relationships with the members he
serves.

Cole is currently a student at St.
Paul College studying computer
programming. He is involved with
Bolder Options, a Minneapo-

(ONTRIBUTED
Anthony Cole

a soft opening in March followed
by a grand opening in April. The
business is located at 14797 Forest
Boulevard N. in the former Key
Automotive space.

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World
offers a variety of services, in-
cluding 24-hour convenience and
gas, 24-hour towing, everything
“under the hood” automotive

repair, restaurants and a car wash.

The business currently has nine
locations, including Eden Prairie,
West St. Paul, Columbia Heights,
three in Minneapolis and two in
Bloomington.

“Bobby & Steve’s Auto World is
a growing company, and we are
always looking for opportunities

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (833) 937-2593 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,

and more today!

u Support Veteran Nonprofits.
H Free Pickup & Towing.
m Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25

While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles
due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

852096

1. For more information, visit
https://bobbyandstevesautoworld.
com/.

SHANNON GRANHOLM | PRESS PUBLICATIONS
Bobby & Steve’s Auto World is currently
renovating the former Key Automotive
space located at 14797 Forest
Boulevard N.

852094

Fix-It Clinic

When: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, March 7

Where: Hardwood Creek Library, 19955 Forest
Rd. N, Forest Lake

Details: Bring broken items and receive free
guided assistance with repairs. First come, first
served; two item limit.

Contact: washingtoncountymn.gov/3776/Fix-It-
Clinics

ARE YOUR RETIREMENT DOLLARS TAX EFFICIENT?
When: noon-1:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 17

Where: White Bear Lake Senior Center, 2399 Cedar
Ave.

Details: Workshop explores how investment taxes
work and how to create tax-efficent income.
Contact: communityservices.isd624.org/adults-se-
niors/programs

TRAVEL SHOW

When: 10-11:30 a.m. Wednesday, March 18

Where: White Bear Lake Senior Center, 2399 Cedar
Ave.

Details: Enjoy a brief educational presentation with
highlights of trips and details of traveling with Pre-
mier World Travel.

Contact: 651-653-3124 or isd624.org

WEEKLY WAG

Mount Everest is a loving
companion with a big person-
ality and an even bigger heart!
He is playful, goofy and very
affectionate. Mount Everest is
a 2-year-old Husky/Siberian
husky mix. He is social with
other dogs, and he is friendly
to everyone he meets. He is house-trained, intelli-
gent and playful, and he has a high energy level.
Mount Everest is treat-motivated and he is eager to
engage. He enjoys walks and exploring outside, and
he would do best with a companion or with a family
that can provide regular exercise and play time.
Mount Everest is kennel-trained but he enjoys being
with his people much more than he does spending
time in his crate. He has boundless, silly and joyful
energy, and he is certain to provide plenty of smiles
and lots of entertainment.

Mount Everest is a big, lovable companion who
wants to be part of a loving forever family that will
provide adventure and fun. If you are interested
in learning more about Mount Everest or adopting
him, please fill out an application at www.ruffstar-
trescue.org. Once your application is received, Ruff
Start Rescue will contact you as soon as possible.

HUGO TREE CARE

Specializing in
Difficult Removal

651-429-4705

www.hugotree.com
Certified Arborist

830950




& THE mizen

2N

www.presspubs.com

Ik

MARCH 5, 2026

‘l didn’t want
to wake up the
dragon’

few weeks ago, my alarm to get up for

work didn’t go off. The night before, I had

forgotten to plug my phone in to charge

and it died sometime in the night. Thirty
minutes after I was supposed to wake up, my
mom hesitantly knocked on my bedroom door,
slowly opened it and proceeded to ask me if I had
meant to sleep in late.

With my head shoved under a
pillow, I mumbled that I had not
meant to sleep through my alarm
nor sleep in. After she told me I
had slept an extra 30 minutes, the
grey fog that always seems to fill
my brain first thing in the morn-
ing disappeared and I rushed
through my morning routine to
make it to work on time.

As 1 waited for my coffee to
finish brewing, my mom asked
how I had managed to oversleep
because it was something I had
never done before, not even in
high school. I simply told her my phone had died
and I use the alarm clock feature on my phone to
wake me up.

During the conversation, she said “I was a
bit hesitant to wake you up. I never know how
you’re going to respond... I didn’t want to wake
up the dragon.”

For anyone who knows me, I genuinely love to
sleep. I also am an extremely hard sleeper. I hate
waking up early unless absolutely necessary.
And I hate being woken up by someone else.

One night in college, at probably around 2 a.m.
the fire alarms in the duplex I lived in started
going off unexpectedly. I stumbled out of my
bedroom, extremely annoyed by the disruption
to my sleep, and was met with my roommates
sitting on the living room couch asking how I had
just woken up. Apparently, they had been going off
since 1 a.m. They were amazed that I didn’t hear
them since one was in my bedroom.

My family has learned the hard way not to speak
to me right after I wake up. I need time to “thaw”
before interacting with those around me. If I don’t,
for reasons I still don’t know why, I am extremely
defensive and everything annoys me.

They also have learned not to wake me up
early unless there is a good reason. My older
sister used to wake me up at 6 a.m. on Christ-
mas morning to open presents. When I became
a teenager, I became vicious when she woke me
up. I remember yelling at her that she could let
me sleep for an extra hour because the presents
would still be there. You could say that was
when the “dragon” was born.

On Sunday, March 8, we will set the clocks
ahead an hour for daylight savings time. My
mind is already reeling about the fact I am going
to lose an hour of sleep. It won’t affect me for
too long, but I do struggle to fall asleep that first
week of the time change. I had the opportunity
to speak with Dr. Akinbolaji Akingbola, an as-
sistant professor at the University of Minnesota
Medical School, about the effects daylight sav-
ings time has on sleep. He provided a lot of good
tips and tricks to help combat the change. You’ll
find my full interview with him in this edition of
the paper. I hope you find it as insightful as I did.

Hopefully his tips and tricks will help tame
“the dragon.”

Madeline Dolby

Madeline Dolby is the editor of the Quad
Community Press.

You can't have one without the other

reedom and civil rights are

inseparable, and I don’t think

we talk about that enough.

I fear freedom has been
reduced to a slogan associated with
the armed forces.
While the armed
forces defend
our country, the
framers of the
U.S. Constitution
understood lasting
personal freedom
and liberty comes
from strong civil
rights protections.

My journey as a
civil rights advocate
began when I joined
the Army Nation-
al Guard in high
school. I enlisted to
experience my freedom, as I saw mil-
itary service as an avenue to expand
my horizons outside of my small
town, pay for college, travel and meet
people different from me. My experi-
ences as a female service member in
the Middle East during Desert Storm,
in Guatemala and several U.S. states
made me keenly aware of the link
between freedom and civil rights. I
was grateful to live in the U.S. where
equality and liberty felt permanent.
However, life experiences over the
next 30 years erased any naivety that
these protections are applied fairly
and consistently. They only work
when we the people hold each other,
our elected representatives and our
government accountable.

Civil rights define, protect and
enforce the limits on government
power. Our civil rights can be found
as amendments in the Constitution.

Kim Samrock

The Bill of Rights protect individual
liberties of speech, religion, press,
gun rights, due process, fair trials
and protection from cruel punish-
ment by limiting government power.
Civil rights are essential to freedom
as they protect individuals, guaran-
tee equality, enable democracy, safe-
guard private life, prevent tyranny
and support peaceful change.
Having a list of civil rights is great
but in the absence of strong protec-
tions, freedom under those rights is
theoretical. Only when civil right
protections are strong is freedom
durable and communal. They are
not obstacles to order but rather the
foundation making a free society pos-
sible. The framers of the Constitution
understood this. In The Federalist
Papers, James Madison argued that
freedom cannot survive without legal
protection, “If men were angels, no
government would be necessary.”
Madison believed people abuse pow-
er, majorities can oppress minori-
ties and officials can violate rights.
Madison, Alexander Hamilton and
Thomas Jefferson firmly believed
that freedom survives only when
rights are protected by law, courts
and engaged citizens. They designed
the Constitution to make civil rights
operational, not symbolic and built a
system to defend freedom.
Something the framers did not
believe was freedom was self-sustain-
ing. Instead, they believed freedom
had to be practiced by a virtuous and
informed public. Madison warned
that free governments collapse
when citizens become passive. Pow-
er always tries to expand, officials
respond to pressure, and silence
enables abuse so citizens must

THE CITIZEN | LETTER GUIDELINES

monitor government and speak out.
When citizens stop paying attention,
rights weaken, even if laws remain
on paper.

Protecting our civil rights to live in
freedom is our responsibility to each
other. Votingis the most basic civic
duty and as a volunteer with The
League of Women Voters, I believe
that all voices be heard at the ballot
box. Voting allows citizens to remove
officials who violate rights, support
civil rights legislation, and shape
courts through elections. Low voter
participation weakens rights protec-
tion.

Defending civil rights can be incor-
porated into our daily lives to create
a culture of liberty. We can challenge
discrimination at work, support fair
policies at school, question unlawful
searches, report misconduct and
teach children about rights. Support-
ing civil liberties organizations, inde-
pendent media, legal aid groups and
community advocates with our time
and resources makes a difference.

I had the privilege to defend my
country by serving in the Army
National Guard but now I serve
in organizations that advocate for
freedom by protecting civil rights.
The League of Women Voters
understands civil rights survive
not because they are written down,
but because citizens insist they be
honored. Freedom thrives when
ordinary people choose to speak up,
show up and stand up for the freedom
and dignity of one another.

Kim Samrock is a Hugo resident
and a member of the League of Women
Voters White Bear Lake Area.
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LETTERTO THE EDITOR
Work for beauty, find joy

A few days ago, I drove past a woman (let’s call
her Cruella) and her dog in my neighborhood
in beautiful southwest Hugo. Her dog had just
pooped, and I saw her continue their walk without
picking up the poop. Shame on her! I should have
stopped my car and offered her a poop bag and a
conversation about responsible dog owners, but I
didn’t. Shame on me!

Yesterday, I was walking my own dog and came
across a woman (let’s call her Maria) who was pick-
ing up trash — including dog poop — up and down
the block. Snaps for her! Let’s all be Maria, not
Cruella. For our neighbors, community, pets and
ourselves. When we work for beauty, we find joy.

Christina Ogata
Hugo

DigiKey

Want more from
where you live?

Join DigiKey in Thief River Falls, Minnesota —
where you can work for a world-class global
company and still see the stars from your backyard.

Best-in-class benefits include:
= Competitive compensation
= The region’s best health plan
* Up to $5,000 sign-on bonus
 Up to $7,500 relocation bonus
= Opportunities for career advancement
= Generous paid time off

Enjoy outdoor recreation, a close-knit community,
and the stability you deserve at DigiKey.

Find your more at
digikeycareers.com

©2026 DigiKey. DigiKey s an Equal Opportunity Employer. All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard
1o race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, or status as a protected veteran.

852097
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Oil change facility proposed near
Lino Lakes, Centerville border

BY MADELINE DOLBY
QUAD COMMUNITY PRESS EDITOR

LINO LAKES — A Valvoline
Instant Oil Change facility is pro-
posed at Clearwater Commons, a
three-lot commercial subdivision,
located at 7104 21st Ave. N. on the
border of Lino Lakes and Center-
ville.

In June 2025, the city approved
a preliminary plat for Clearwater
Commons and the final plat was
approved in September 2025 (See
“Clearwater Commons devel-
opment proposes 3 commercial
sites,” Quad Community Press,
May 29, 2025). A site and building
plan review for a Chipotle was
also completed in conjunction
with the preliminary plan.

The lot, referred to as Lot 3, is
0.64 acres in size and is zoned GB,
general business. It is guided com-

mercial per the city’s 2040 Com-
prehensive Plan. The oil change
facility will be approximately
1,462 square feet and will feature
two service bays, office space and
a restroom.

According to City Planner Katie
Larsen, staff recommends the
conditional use permit, submitted
with the land use application,
only be for automobile repair-mi-
nor, as defined in the City Code
Section 100.7001(2) definitions.

An automobile repair-minor is
defined as an establishment pro-
viding goods or services related to
passenger motor vehicles such as
car washes, repair businesses lim-
ited to minor engine repair, fluid
changing, tire service and muffler
repair and other uses of similar
character, but not including uses
defined as a major automobile
business or automobile sales.

Lino Lakes Planning and Zon-
ing Board Chair Michael Root
asked James Douthit, Valvoline
representative, about customer
overnight parking and if itis a
possibility.

“No. No vehicles are left onsite
overnight,” said Douthit. “We
don’t do any work outside. We
don’t do any storage outside. Ev-
erything is inside the building.”

According to Douthit, Valvo-
line’s services take anywhere
between 15 to 20 minutes and 90%
of the services its employees com-
plete are oil changes.

The Planning and Zoning Board
recommended approval 6-0.

Editor Madeline Dolby can be
reached at 651-407-1226 or quad-
news@presspubs.com.

White Bear Lake Area School Board debates
changes to consent agenda policy

BY MAYA BETTI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A procedural debate is resur-
facing amongst board members
of the White Bear Lake Area
School Board as they discuss
revisions to Policy 203.6, which
governs how items are removed
from the board’s consent agen-
da.

The consent agenda allows
the board to approve routine
items, such as meeting minutes
and financial reports, in a sin-
gle vote. Board members may
request that an item be removed
for a separate discussion.

Under the proposed revision
to the policy, a board member
seeking to remove an item from
the consent agenda would be
required to make a motion,
receive a second and obtain ma-
jority approval from the board.

School Board Member Dan
Skaar raised concerns with the
proposed revision, arguing that
requiring a second and majority
vote could make it more diffi-
cult for minority viewpoints to
receive public discussion.

“This policy in effect sup-
presses Robert's Rules, which
looked for fairness for all to be
heard. I think it's unprecedent-

ed, undemocratic and it's just
a bold attempt to silence those
who have a different point of
view,” Skaar said.

The policy discussion follows
disagreement from the board’s
Jan. 12 meeting over whether
a board member could move
an item off the consent agenda
without a second or vote. At
the meeting, Skaar attempted
to move an item off the consent
agenda for separate discussion.

The board ruled that the item
would not be removed.

Skaar said he consulted both
Robert’s Rules of Order ex-
perts and the Minnesota School
Boards Association and was
told that, typically, any board
member may remove an item
from the consent agenda with-
out requiring a second or vote
unless a district policy explicit-
ly states otherwise.

Board Chair Scott Arcand
said that if a procedural error
occurred, it was his ruling —
not the board as a whole — that
was out of order.

Board members in support
of the revision say the intent is
not to silence discussion, but
to reinforce established agen-
da-setting procedures.

“When we have board mem-

bers that are trying to pull
things off the consent agenda,
it appears from my perspective
that people are trying to create
their own agenda items,” Board
Member Christina Streiff Oji
said.

According to Streiff Oji, this
reduces the efficiency of the
board and disrupts meetings.

“Questions can be answered,
things can be pulled off and on,
agenda items can be added,”
Streiff Oji said. “But one board
member, since I've been on this
board, does not add agenda
items each week.”

Others were in agreement.

“There are ways to get things
on the agenda, and perhaps
some of the things you've
(Skaar) introduced haven't been
agreed on, but maybe they just
weren't appropriate agenda
items,” Board Member Kathleen
Daniels said.

The proposed revision to Poli-
cy 203.6 will return for a second
reading and possible adoption
in the board’s March 2 meeting.

Maya Betti is a contributing
writer for Press Publications.
She can be reached by emailing
news@presspubs.com.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Find the church that fits your needs

Join us on Sunday:
10:15 am in-person Worship and
Live-streaming on

YouTube: FPCWBL

5 and Bloom Ave, White Bear Lake * 651-429-3381 * www.fpcwbl.org g

www.stgens.org

Mass with us!
Saturday at 4:30 pm Parish Community Center
6995 Centerville Rd, Centerville
Sunday at 8:30 am St. John’s Site
14383 Forest Blvd N, Hugo
Sunday at 10:30 am Parish Community Center
6995 Centerville Rd, Centerville

651-429-7937

Celebrate

761757

Bible Study are also available
through our YouTube Channel

The LORD is my light and my salvation — whom shall | fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life — of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1
NEW LIFE CHURCH - LUTHERAN
6000 N. 148th St. East of HWY 61(next to Hugo Elementary)
651-429-1975 » www.newlifehugo.org

9:00 a.m. Worship,
10:30 a.m. Education Hour
for All Ages, Worship and

762058

Service times are subject to change. Contact your local church or check church web sites for service time
and online service information. To make changes or to advertise here, call 651-407-1200

836164
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POLICE REPORTS

The Washington County Sheriff’s Office
reported the following calls for service:

« Residents in the 13000 block of 135th
Court N. at 12:09 a.m. Jan. 23 reported
receiving threatening messages.

« Washington County Sheriff’s Office
deputies conducted a traffic stop at
9:13 a.m. Jan. 23 in the 14000 block of
Forest Blvd. N. and issued a citation
to the driver for speeding.

« At 6:52 p.m. Jan. 23 deputies initiated
a traffic stop on Forest Blvd. N. and
140th Street N. for expired registra-
tion and cited the driver for the tardy
tabs.

« A vehicle parked illegally in the 5000
block of 135th Street N. received a
citation under the windshield wipers
at 9:40 p.m. Jan. 23.

« Deputies on rolling patrol on Forest
Blvd. N. and 170th Street N. at 11:36
p.m. Jan. 23 spotted a male walking
along the highway and gave him a
courtesy ride to a friend’s residence
in White Bear Lake.

» Deputies received a call about a sus-
picious, unidentified person observed
in an unoccupied building in the 4000
block of Rosemary Lane at 9:41 p.m.
Jan. 24. On arrival, deputies searched
the premises and found no one. They
contacted the owner of the building
and learned that the person was a
worker checking the heaters during
one of the coldest nights of the year.

« A motorist was arrested for DWI in
the 14000 block of Forest Blvd. N. at
11:54 p.m. Jan. 24, after deputies on
patrol noticed a vehicle committing
several traffic violations as they
looked on in amazement. The driver
was pulled over, investigated and
eventually arrested.

« Deputies conducted a welfare check
on a resident in the 4000 block of Edu-
cation Drive at 2:16 p.m. Jan. 25 after
he wouldn’t answer the door or phone
when his son called. When deputies
knocked on the door and windows,
the occupant answered the door
after a considerable amount of time.
When he saw his son and deputies, he
slammed the door in their faces. And

the medical welfare check was thus
accomplished.

« Residents in the 5000 block of 149th
Street N. reported a stranger at their
door at 1:29 p.m. Jan. 26 looking for
someone named “Stella.” After telling
the unfamiliar male that no one by
that name was there, the complain-
ants retrieved the vehicle description
and license plate number.

Deputies used that infor-
mation to locate the person
looking for “Stella” and
advised him she would nev-
er be at the complainant’s
home and to never go there
again.

The subject replied “no problem” by
return text.

A person in the 14000 block of Forest
Blvd. N. at 3:58 p.m. called deputies
for help in getting a vehicle unlocked
after saying he left his phone and
keys inside.

However, deputies would
not help the complainant
gain access because he was
not the registered owner
and wouldn’t try toreach
theregistered owner.

« Deputies at 4:12 p.m. Jan. 26 were
called out to the scene of a neighbor
dispute about who owned the shared
pond between homes in the 4000 block
of Fairoaks Circle N. One neighbor
said the other neighbor claimed
to own the pond, while the other
neighbor said the original neighbor
was leaving his own equipment on
the rink and that the complainant’s
children had lost all the pucks.

« Damage to a car door reported at 4:59
p.m. Jan. 26 in the 5000 block of 126th

s ((f Jedding Shows

MARCH 15,2026

Few spaces left for
Vendors - Call

651-40/-1213

851187

Your Local Remodeling, Custom Home

& Storm Damage Experts.

License: BC692167

MARVIN

651-213-0668 * gregorycontracting.com

Street N. turned out to have been
likely caused by road debris.

« In the Case of the Cold as Concrete
Coyote, a frozen coyote was reported
at 2:30 p.m. Jan. 27 on Geneva and
Goodview Avenues.

« A motorist ill-prepared for all the
paperwork necessary for driving a
motor vehicle was cited at 12:34 a.m.
Jan. 27 on Frenchman Road and Vic-
tor Hugo Blvd. N. for driving with an
expired Minnesota license plate and
failure to provide proof of insurance,
following a traffic stop for no license
plate light illuminated.

» Washington County
Sheriff’s Office deputies
assisted a woman with her
broken-down vehicle at
4:59 p.m. Jan. 27 on Oneka
Parkway N. and Evergreen
Avenue N. Due to the cold
weather and the fact that
her vehicle was not block-
ing any roads or driveways,
deputies gave her a cour-
tesy ride to the Kwip Trip
on Victor Hugo Blvd. N.
and helped her order an
Uber and arrange for a tow
through her insurance.

« Raising questions as to whether ding-
dong-ditch season had already begun,
residents in the 5000 block of 137th
Street N. at 5:42 p.m. Jan. 27 reported
two unknown persons ringing their
private doorbell. Having maintained
their peak of season quickness
during winter, the ringers were too
swift to be caught in the act.

- Deputies conducted their first of five
traffic stops on Jan. 29 at 1:32 a.m. in
the 14000 block of Victor Hugo Blvd.
for an obstructed license plate. That
driver received a citation for failure
to provide proof of insurance. The
second motorist was cited for speed-
ing at 6:55 a.m. on Forest Blvd. N. and

150th Street N. The third was cited for

driving after revocation at 7:12 a.m.
on 120th Street N. and Forest Blvd.

N. The fourth motorist was issued a
verbal warning at 10:49 a.m. for park-
ingin the right turn lane in the 4000
block of Heritage Parkway. The fifth
driver was cited at 8:44 p.m. on Forest
Blvd. N. and 145th Street N. for using
a cell phone while trying to operate a

motor vehicle.

UP TO 50-90% OFF RETAIL!

« A vehicle stuck and abandoned due to
the snowstorm was blocking access
to a townhome neighborhood in the
15000 block of Emerald Drive N. at
5:39 a.m. Feb. 1 and was towed.

Deputies also assisted a
motorist who took a corner
too fast and slid on the
snow in the 8000 block of
155th Street N. While trying
to get the vehicle out of
the ditch, the driver locked
the keys inside the vehicle.
Deputies facilitated in ex-
tricating and unlocking the
ditchmobile.

« Homeowners in the 6000 block of
Goodview Trail N. at 3:20 p.m. Feb.

2 reported finding their mail in the
street when they returned home. The
complainants didn’t notice any miss-
ing or damaged articles.

Deputies on patrol on Frenchman
Road and Oneka Parkway N. at 4:07
p.m. Feb. 2 recognized the driver of a
vehicle who they knew to be current-
ly revoked and conducted a traffic
stop. After a review of their mobile
data computer confirmed deputies’
suspicions, they cited the driver mul-
tiple times for violating Minnesota
traffic laws.

« A business in the 14000 block of Victor
Hugo Blvd. N. at noon Feb. 3 reported
a female shopper found with mer-
chandise in her bag that she didn’t
pay for. The items were returned to
the store, but staff didn’t want to pur-
sue charges. Instead, they issued an
internal trespass notice to the woman
and told deputies about it.

The driver of a vehicle with a license
plate covered with snow in the 15000
block of Forest Blvd. N. was pulled
over at noon Feb. 3 for displaying an
unreadable license plate and cited
for multiple traffic violations after
deputies learned that the driver was
suspended and had no insurance on
his vehicle.

A resident in the 13000 block of
Geneva Avenue N. at 9:00 a.m. Feb. 4
reported an attempted scam from a
person claiming to be from the WCSO
and that the complainant needed to
show up in person to the courthouse.
The caller ID showed no phone num-
ber, and the complainant did not fall
for the scam.

Loretta Harding

SAVINGS

on everything you need for Kids!

Gregory Contracting M a r(:h ]] _]4

White Bear Lake Mariner Middle School Campus

Free Adwission

with Ad

3551 McKnight Road - White Bear Lake @[} @jbfnemetro

JBF HUGE KIDS' SALE

Wednesday-Friday 9a-8p - Saturday 9a-2p
twincitiesnemetro.jbfsale.com

RESALE EVENT ¢ SIZES NEWBORN THROUGH TEENS | BOOKS | TOYS | BABY GEAR | STROLLERS + MORE!E
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Attendees can browse
offerings from photogra-
phers, florists, DJs, ven-
ue coordinators, bakers,
décor specialists and club
services, and can sample
cakes and cupcakes, view
floral arrangements and
explore wedding apps.
The show also features
unique vendors such
as Doggy Social, which
provides professional
wedding-day dog care,
and a press-on nail art
specialist.

“It’s the perfect oppor-
tunity to gather ideas, ask
questions and envision a
beautiful, personalized
wedding right here in
White Bear Lake,” said
April Timp, the hotel’s ca-
tering and special events
director.

The event also in-
cludes giveaways and
prizes. Gary LaRue, an
award-winning vocalist
and longtime emcee, will
call out basket prizes
throughout the day,
including a free room and
dinner at the White Bear
Country Inn. In addition
to a cake walk that will

Cleaning and Checkups

Cosmetic Dentistry
Crowns and Bridges
Dental Implants

(651) 429-3348

offer other prizes, the
first 50 brides will receive
swag bags filled with
goodies.

Brides and ticket hold-
ers can also enjoy Iunch at
Rudy’s with a $5 discount
and enjoy the restaurant’s
famous Bloody Mary bar.

“It's exciting that I get
to showcase our venue
as a seamless, one-stop
wedding destination —

www.readthecitizen.com

WEDDING SHOW: Features vendors

ceremony space, recep-
tion, Rudy’s Redeye Grill
for incredible food, and
the Best Western for guest
lodging — all working
together in real time,”
Timp said.

Brides can attend for
free by registeringin
advance through Press
Publication’s website. For
more information, call
651-407-1213.

FILE

Brides who attend can meet with decor specialists, florists
and other unique vendors such as Doggy Social and a press-

on nail artist.

Teeth Whitening
T™J

Veneers

lakeshorefamilydentist.com

4706 Banning Ave,

White Bear Lake

PUBLICSAFETY BRIEF

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

Fire crews were on scene of a house fire in the 6300 block of 151st Street in Hugo for ap-

proximately two hours Feb. 26.

Fire response likely saves

Hugo home

Around noon on Thursday, Feb. 26,
the Hugo Fire Department was dis-
patched to the 6300 block of 151st Street
N. in Hugo on report of a fire on a deck.

Upon arrival, crews found that the
deck and the back side of the home
were on fire, and flames were spread-
ing quickly to the attic.

An adult female was home at the
time of the fire and was alerted to the
fire when a window on the back side of
the home broke. She was able to evacu-
ate the home with her pets safely.

“Fortunately, we had three firefight-
ers working their full-time jobs remote

while at the fire station and (they) were
able to respond quickly to extinguish
the fire,” Fire Chief Jim Compton

Jr. said. “We had water on the fire in
approximately 7 minutes from the time
we were paged, and we believe that
saved the home.”

The Hugo Fire Department was
assisted by auto aid partners White
Bear Lake, Forest Lake, Lino Lakes
and Spring Lake Park-Blaine-Mounds
View (SBM) along with M Health Fair-
view Ambulance and the Washington
County Sheriff’s Office.

Fire crews were on scene for ap-
proximately two hours. There were no
injuries. The cause of the fire is under
investigation.

No insurance? Patients love our membership plan! Give us a call today!

Restorative Dentistry

Dr. Jason P. Ross

Dr. Ellen D. Jacobson

Dr. Kali Hildebrand

White Bear Lake’s welcoming, comfortable, and
community-focused dental experience for every stage of life.
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NOW LEASING FOR AUGUST 2026
STUDIO, 1,2, & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

MEADOW LOON GRANITE ROSEMARY
STUDIO 1BEDROOM 2 BEDROOM 3 BEDROOM

With a large variety of floor plans there is a perfect fit for everyone!

From walk-in closets, to patios and balconies each home offers something special.

Luxury Amenities

24/7 Fitness Center - Pet Spa - Conference Room - Patio with Grills &
Fire Pit - Maker’s Room - In-Home Laundry - Free Coffee - Community

ARBORWEST

[LUXURY APARTMENTS Room- Massages Chair Room - Screened In Decks - Walking Trails
Connecting the Community
DISCOVER ARBOR WEST APARTMENENTS- U 1 . I 1 d d
WHERE LUXURY MEETS LOCATION IN HUGO, MN tilities Include
Experience elevated living at arbor west apartments, perfectly Heat - Wifi - Trash - Recycling
situatued in the heart of hugo BRAND NEW - MAINTENANCE FREE LIVING -
651-899-3378 PET FRIENDLY - CONVENIENT LOCATION
ARBORWESTMN.COM
4631 ROSEMARY WAY,
HUGO, MN 55038

GRAND LOBBY HEATED GARAGES AVAILABLE COMMUNITY ROOM STEPS AWAY FROM GROCERY STORE, RESTAURANTS, COFFEE SHOP AND MORE!
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White Bear skater
competes in Olympics

Giorgia Birke-
land, White Bear
Lake native, com-
peted in the Win-
ter Olympics in
speed skating as
a member of team
USA’s pursuit
team along with
Brittany Bowe and
Mia Manganello.

Her team placed
fourth of eight
teams in the quar-
terfinals to earn a
spot in the semifi-
nals, where they
lost to Canada, the
eventual gold med-
alists.

Birkeland, 23,
is the USA team’s
youngest member.
It was Birkeland’s
second Olympics.
In 2022 in China,
she placed 12th
in the mass start event. In the 2023 world champion-
ships, her pursuit team earned a bronze medal.

US SPEEDSKATING | CONTRIBUTED
Giorgia Birkeland

Bruce Strand

USA CURLING | CONTRIBUTED

Showing their medals at an Olympics qualifying meet were Team Peterson, including Tara Peterson, third from left.

Dentist’s curling team places 4th at Olympics

earn a spot in the medal round for the first time
since 2002. They lost to Switzerland in the semifinals
and to Canada in the third-place match. They had
beaten Canada in round robin.

It was the second Olympics for Tara and third for
Tabitha. The sisters, Eagan natives, are longtime
members of the St. Paul Curling Club.

The USA women’s curling team that included a
White Bear Lake dentist turned in a solid showing
at the Winter Olympics, falling just short of a bronze
medal.

Tara Peterson of Isaacson Gentle Dentistry is a
member of Team Peterson, headed by her sister
Tabitha, which also includes Cory Thiesse and Tay-
lor Anderson-Heide.

The Americans went 6-3 in round robin play to

Bruce Strand

Cougar swimmers score
N 4 events at state

The Centennial swimmers, led by
Benno Schuhbauer, scored points
in four of their seven events in the
state swimming meet on Friday
and Saturday at the University of
Minnesota.

Schuhbauer, a junior, placed tenth

SMUGMUG | CONTRIBUTED
Grant Page swam on relays that placed
10th and 13th in the state meet.

standings.

in both the individual medley in
1:53.46 and the backstroke in 51.60,
lowering his own school records.

The Cougars medley relay placed
tenth in 1:36.87 with Schuhbauer,
Sawyer Celotta, Grant Page and
Eliot Shepard. The 200-freestyle re-
lay placed 13th in 1:28.13 with Page,
Celotta, Shepard and Isaac Nguyen.

Not making the top 16 were
Nguyen in the 200 free and butter-
fly, Celotta in breaststroke and the
400-freestyle relay.

The Cougars tallied 36 points,
their most ever, said Coach Pete
Crawford, and ranked 18th in the

BY BRUCE STRAND
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

Nora Akpan, star
Centennial wrestler, was
unable to repeat as a state
champion Saturday but
placed third at 155 pounds
with just one loss for the
season. She was 28-1.

Wrestling at 155
pounds, she started with
a pin of Eniva Barry of
Bloomington Kennedy in
1:10 and a 15-2 win over
Madilyn Pulk of Badger
Greenbush Middle River
15-2.

In the semifinals she
met her match, pinned by

Bruce Strand

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Luverne’s CeCe Redk in
2:13 in a duel of unbeat-
ens. Akpan said she that

Centennial Swimming
March 3, 2026

Benno Schuhbauer, Centennial swimmer, had excellent
meets at both sections and state to close his junior season.
At state on Saturday, Schuhbauer placed 10th in both the
individual medley in 1:53.46 and the backstroke in 51.60. In
each, he lowered his team record that he had set at sections
when he placed first and second, respectively. Schubauer
also led off the medley relay team that placed 10th at state.
As a sophomore he made the top 16 at state in backstroke
and 100 free.

Benno Schuhbauer

tournament.

when she was on the bot-
tom, she tried a gamble
that backfired.

She came back to beat
a Maple Grove wrestler
11-0, then pinned St. Paul
Johnson’s Elizabeth Hiler
in 1:24 in the third-place
match.

(Reck faced another
unbeaten in the finals
and lost to Apple Valley’s
top-ranked Cassy Gonza-
lez 7-4 in overtime.)

“Of course, it was dis-
appointing to lose, but the
thing about wrestling is
you can learn from your
mistakes and continue to
grow, continue to grind
away and eventually
achieve your goals,” said
AKkpan.

Akpan places 3rd with lone loss;
collects 4th state medal

She intends to wrestle
freestyle from now on and
has several tournaments
coming up including the
women’s nationals. She
committed to the Univer-
sity of Iowa in January.

AKkpan’s loss to Reck
was her only setback the
past two seasons; she was
an unbeaten champion
at 130 as a junior. Akpan
medaled for the fourth
time. She placed third at
130 as a sophomore and
sixth at 138 as a fresh-
man.

Centennial’s other girl
entrant, junior Samanha
Dougherty at 136, was
pinned twice and finished
16-16.

BRUCE STRAND | CONTRIBUTED

Nora Akpan pinned a St. Paul Johnson opponent in her final prep match at her fourth state
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FROM PAGE 1

When it comes to new residential
construction, the city approved 118
permits for single-family homes in 2025
compared to 180 in 2024. For the first
time since 2021, the city saw permits for
multifamily units — 149 of them from
two apartment projects (Arbor West
and Oneka Fields).

“It’s nice to see some multifami-
ly coming back after a little bit of a

www.readthecitizen.com

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Hugo sees ‘pretty busy year’ for construction

drought,” Gort said.

The city also saw some commercial
projects come through and approved
three applications for Cedar Creek Solar
Farm, Kwik Trip and The Dance Unit.

Gort said a good measure of building
activity throughout the city is demon-
strated by the number of inspections
the building department completes
each year. For 2025, city staff performed
4,818 inspections compared to 4,938 the
previous year. Hugo staff also perform

(ONTRIBUTED

The city approved 118 permits for single-family homes in 2025 compared to 180 in 2024. For
the first time since 2021, the city saw permits for multifamily units — 149 of them from two

inspections for other neighboring com-
munities, including Scandia, Lino Lakes
and Lake Elmo.

“It was a pretty busy year for con-
struction,” Gort noted. Projects under
construction in 2025 include: Arbor
West, Oneka Fields, the Liberty Classi-
cal Academy expansion, The Shores of
Oneka Lake and Watercrest of Hugo.

Concept plans

Gort highlighted three concept plans
that the city has either already seen or
that will likely be coming forward for
informal review soon.

“We are starting to see a few concepts
coming through that are proposing a
little bit more commercial than what we
have seen in the past,” Gort said. “So,
the council can probably look forward to
seeing a few things in the future.”

The first one was reviewed by the Eco-
nomic Development Authority back in
November. La Delicious Bread, a bakery
in Maplewood, is proposing a full-ser-
vice restaurant that will serve break-
fast, lunch and dinner and include a
commercial space, retail space and row
homes facing Egg Lake on the current
city-owned property along Highway 61
and across from City Hall.

“They are proposing something a
little more robust for this site,” Gort
said. “Right now, the city is working
on a financial analysis with that
group to make sure that they can

step will be entering a purchase
agreement with that group.”

Gort explained that city staff have also
been working closely with the Minne-
sota Department of Natural Resources
for some flexibility when it comes to
shoreland regulations, particularly in
the city’s downtown area, which have
often been the reason that projects have
not moved forward on the Egg Lake site.

“At this point, the city has received
agreement with the DNR for flexibility,
primarily within the downtown areas
with regards to setbacks, impervious
surface and building height,” he said.
“Staff is preparing the new shoreland
ordinance for the DNR to review. We
will likely be bringing a formal update
(to council) sometime soon.”

Another concept is Maplewood De-
velopment’s proposal for Frenchman
Village on the LaValle property located
at the corner of Frenchman Road and
Highway 61.

Fenway Land Company also has a
concept for The Shores of Oneka Lake
North, which would be an extension of
the Shores of Oneka development cur-
rently under construction near Highway
61 and the 159th Street roundabout.

“Hopefully, we will have some formal
applications soon,” Gort said.

Managing Editor Shannon Granholm
can be reached at 651-407-1227 or citizen-
news@presspubs.com.

apartment projects.

make the project happen. The next
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21

Health & Wellness

HAVE YOU USED
hair relaxer and diag-
nosed with uterine
cancer? You may be
entitled to compensa-
tion Contact Attorney
Charles Johnson
800/535-5727

23

Free ltems

Free clam truck loads
of wood delivered
White Bear & Hugo ar-
eas only

651*/426*8660

104

Hauling/Moving

Scrap metal,appliance
p/u 651*/329*0815

150

Help Wanted

Budget Tree Service
is hiring. All levels of
experience are wel-
come. Willing to train
the right candidates.
Competitive pay and
benefits. Year round
employment.

City of Mahtomedi
HIRING 4 Seasonal
Full Time Mainte-
nance Workers to as-
sisit Public Works
Dept. All positions 67
days. Must be at least
18, have valid driver's
license, and ability to
lifYmove 25-100Ibs.
Pay $18 - $20/hr. Ap-
plications at City Hall,
600 Stillwater Road,
Mahtomedi or at
www.mahtomedimn.-
gov.

150

Help Wanted

150

Help Wanted

150

Help Wanted

150

Help Wanted

362

Miscellaneous

CITY OF MAHTOMEDI

SEASONAL FULL TIME
EMPLOYMENT

MAINTENANCE WORKER

The City of Mahtomedi has
openings for up to (4) full time
Seasonal Maintenance Worker
positions. All positions are for 67
days. Duties include assisting the
Public Works Department with
street, water, sewer, and park
maintenance. Must have a High
School diploma or GED, the ability
to lift/move 25-100 Lbs., be at
least 18 years old and have a valid
driver’s license. The pay range
is from $18.00/hr. to $20.00/
hr. depending on qualifications.
Applications will be taken until
positions are filled. Applications
can be obtained at City Hall, 600
Stillwater Road, Mahtomedi, MN
55115 or at its website at www.
mahtomedimn.gov. Mahtomedi is
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Budget Tree Service is
hiring. All levels of
experience dre welcome
to apply. Willing to train
the right candidates.
Competitive pay and
benefits. Year round
employment.

651-426-8660

GET A BREAK ON
YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car,

truck, or SUV to assist
the blind and visually

impaired. Arrange a

swift, no-cost vehicle

pickup and secure a

generous tax credit for

2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at

844*/220*9501 today!

403

Boutiques

403

Boutiques

403

Boutiques

JBF Kid's Sale
WB Mariner Campus
3551 McKnight Rd.
March 11-14
Wed thru Fri 9a-8p
Sat 9a-2p
FREE ADMISSION

160
Hire Me

Ann's Awesome-
Housecleaning — 20+
Yrs Exp. Dependable.
Trustworthy. Ref Avail.
Cll/Txt 651*/776*7834

362

Miscellaneous

Pet Services

Since
1989

Personal Touch Pet Grooming
“When Quality and Service Matter”

763 784-4833

TDD 784-0662
Dial 711 for Relay Assistance

Deb Molin
Certified Master Groomer
200 Marian Ct., Circle Pines, MN 55014

Are you tired of pop-
corn ceilings? Is the
sheetrock up, but it
needs taping? Call
Kerry at Lorenz Dry-
wall. 651/653*9021 or
651*/271*4221

GET DISH SATEL-
LITE TV + INTERNET!
Free install, free HD-
DVR upgrade, 80,000
on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to
$600 In gift cards. Call
today! 855/562-4309

362

Miscellaneous

CHOOSE EARTH-
LINK FIBER Internet
for speeds up to 5
Gigs, no data caps, no
throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a
$100 gift card when
you make the switch.
Call 844/453*6983

SAFE STEP NORTH
America s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation
and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE
shower package and
$1,600 off for a limited
time! Call today! Fi-
nancing available. Call
Safe Step
833/*966*3882

369

Want to Buy

WANTED: ALL 1970S
MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled
or not. Will pick up.
Cash in exchange.
Sell now before prices
fall. Call Dan at
612/720-2142

451

Rentals/
Commercial

DON'T LET THE
STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover
the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles
on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or
wants to regain ac-
cess to their entire
home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 866/*852*5506

WE BUY HOUSES for
cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any

condition. Easy three

step process: Call, get
cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by

calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 844/*978*0683

We Buy Vinyl Records
Lps, 45s, Stereo Equip
We make house calls

by appointment.
White Bear Lake
Records
4775 Banning Ave,WBL
wblrecords.com
651/224-4947

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY, all
real estate advertising
in this newspaper is
subject to the Fair
Housing Act which
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination based on
race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national ori-
gin, or an intention, to
make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination.” Familial
status includes chil-
dren under the age of
18 living with parents
or legal custodians;
pregnant women and
people securing cus-
tody of children under
18. This newspaper
will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
Our readers are here-
by informed that all
dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are
available on an equal
opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll
free: 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free number
for hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

JBF Kids' Sale

WB Mariner Campus
3551 McKnight rd.

March 11-14
Wed thru Fri 9am-8pm
Sat9am-2pm

FREE ADMISSION

506 506

Real Estate Real Estate

Two Story Home 3Bed
3Bath in Lino Lakes
Price Reduced
$539,000 in Nadeau
Acres

Centennial Schools -
Call 612/*208*3321 -
to schedule a showing E

SELL IT FAST

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

classified@presspubs.com

Deadline for Classified Line and display ads Thursday 4pm | 651-407-1250 | classified@presspubs.com
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APPLIANCE REPAIR

www.readthecitizen.com

Meet Your Specialist

Honest Work for Honest Pay

651-270-7360

Reasonable Rates
-all jokes and laughs are free

Servicing All Major Appliance Brands
Major Credit Cards Accepted

AUTO SERVICE

« Auto Repair - Oil Lube & Filter Service
20 years of experience serving White Bear Lake
& Centerville - Friendly, Honest Service

651.226.4235
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm
7137 20" Avenue North « Centerville
www.facebook.com/vermauto

S &

[/ 20

e North Metro Are®™

Complete Auto Repair Center

All makes/models - Foreign & Domestic
Free Loaner Vehicles - Towing

651-483-4259
38 Woodlynn Ave Little Canada
www.rsautorepair.com

BATHROOMS

Bathrooms .,

Wig C:?y « Design

ﬂg “ \ [/0 « Bath Repair
=gt « Remodeling

x\ « Tub Surrounds
- « Free Estimates
GE SAVINGS!
Lic. #20060261
651-257-4706

www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

CABINETRY

SCHNEIDER

TOM WOODWORKS

Commercial & Residential

« Cabinet resurfacing
and refacing

= Custom exterior work

« Deck refacing

Free Estimates & Callbacks
within 24 hours

651-213-6638

schneidercustomwoodwork.com

CARPENTRY

Small Job Specialist
45 years experience

Basement Finish/Remodel
i Exterior & Interior Painting
Doors/Windows/Siding
j Ceiling Textures/Roofs
Kitchen Remodels/Counter Tops
Decks/Landscaping
0dd Jobs
o Bathrooms

651.653.9920/612.816.8544
CLEANING

|
|

Household Waste
Construction Debris
Appliances
Furniture

CONCRETE

Wohlwend

Concrete & Masonry
Reliable Contractor
Since 1985
Reasonable prices

691-426-2610

swohlwend@myctl.net

Steve Vermeersch, owner and mechanic of Vermeersch Automotive in
Centerville, has lived in the local area since 1977. He and his wife, Carisa, have 2 children.
Steve graduated from St. Paul College and is ASE Certified in multiple categories. Carisa
works in White Bear Lake. Steve is a member of the White Bear Lake Lions & WBLHS
Alumni Association and they are members of First Presbyterian Church.

Steve has 20 years experience in the auto repair industry. Whether your vehicle needs an
oil change or is in need of major engine repairs, Vermeersch Automotive is qualified to
handle it all. He offers personal service, affordable rates and the understanding he will go

the extra mile for you.

651.226.4235

You will find Steve weekly under Auto Repair

We fix heaving and
sinking footings and
foundations with
Helical Pilings
Custom Decks/Footing/Repairs/
Remodels/Pole Barns/Garages/

Additions & Porches/All Repairs/
Fences/Roofing/Siding

651-746-4582

northlandlandscape.com
Bonded Insured | Lic #8C638094

DRYWALL
LORENZ DRYWALL

» CHANGING CEILINGS OVER
TO KNOCK DOWNS
* TAPING ¢ SPRAYING
* ADDITIONS ¢ BASEMENTS
* NEW HOMES ¢ GARAGES
No job too small!
Kerry 651-653-9021
(Cell) 651-271-4221

Wolf Bros. Drywall Go.

Total Drywall Services
New Const & Basement Finishes
Residential/Commercial
Family Owned & Operated
40 yrs  Since 1979
Insured

CALL LEE
(651) 428-0229
orest Lake

ELECTRIC

ARROW
ELECTRIC

Small Jobs Welcome
- Repair Circuits - Recepts Added
- Remodels - Panels Replaced
- Ceiling Fans - Master Electrician
EMERGENCY SERVICE

HANDYMAN

FREE Estimates! Specializing in
«Handyman - Remodeling - Drywall
Repair- Bathrooms - Kitchens

Licensed Bonded Insured

Ron Skibsted, R.S. Construction
651-271-5000

License #BC002674

HANDYMAN/ICE DAMS

WE DO EVERYTHING!
Ice Dams - Snow Removal - Driveways
Walkways - Roofing - Siding
Windows - Doors - Gutters - Decks
Painting - Repairs
And MORE!

bettersol.com

763-742-7500 2

Full Service Contractor &

over 40 years experience MN Lic. B(639211

Furnace & A/C
Installations and Service
Licensed, Bonded
& Insured
651.426.4233 cphvac.net

LANDSCAPING

Ponds & Waterfalls,
Paver Patios, Driveways,
Concrete, Bobcat Work,
Grading, Sod, Retaining,
Walls & Tree Work,
Plants, Mulch and Rock.

651-746-4582

Bonded Insured Lic. #BC638094
www.northlandlandscape.com

PAINTING

LD MARSHALL
PAINTING

Scott or Linda « 651-426-9135 (office)
+ Interior painting only
Stain & Varnish

« Painting of Home Furnishings
(furniture, cabinets, mirrors,
light fixtures, frames, etc.)

Free Estimates « Established 1987

free 5 35 yrs

ES\'\“\a\E per,e,,Ce
ﬂ' Painting ‘K

= Professional, Residential
House Painting
= Interior & Exterior
= Kind, Respectful Service
Please Call Richard
612-394-8978

"CeDaR SpecIaLISTs & |

BesT PainTinG
We’ll bring your cedar
back to life!

FamiLy ownep since 1967

Staining, Painting, Cleaning,
Stucco Painting, Repairs and
Restoration, Siding, trim, shakes,
fences, decks, pergolas, gazebos

Residential and Commercial
Call now for Spring 2026
interior & exterior pricing!
Call or email Brian

651-238-1850
brian@cedarspec-bestpaint.com

PLUMBING

- Drain Cleaning

- Hot Water Heating

- Hot Water Heaters & Disposal

- Well Pump Service

- New Construction « Remodeling
Tom Thill 651-433-4866 Lic. #005402

DECKS HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING REMODELING

(651) 426-6000

www.whitebear
plumbing.com

REMODELING

612-868-6837

Room Additions - Kitchens
Basements - Decks
All Remodeling
For more info visit
KOlsonconstruct.com
Lic. #BC-516217

APPLEWOOD
BUILDERS

elping you love your howe!
applewoodremodelers.com

612.670.7004
MNLic#BC003215

CONSTRUCTION

o Kitchens e Remodels
o Bathrooms e Basements

WINTER PROMO
o Fireplace Installation
o Fireplace Tune Ups

Mention this ad
to receive promotion

651-653-0190

: cartercustomconstruction.com
X MN Lic #BC632066

sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ske sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk

BATHROOMS ~ KITCHENS
BASEMENTS ~ TILES

ALL REMODELING

Twin Cities Premier

Home Improvement Company

651-238-6751

NorconHomes.com
Locally Owned Since 1994
Insured / Lic #8C105943

R

CONSTRUCTION INC
Qe R Bril g end Remedfng

TIME TO REMODEL?
Kitchen / Bathroom
Basement / Deck
Check out our Models
for design ideas.

*1 yr financing option available*
SHERCO CONSTRUCTION

651-888-4138

License # BC627690

| ROOFING |
@;A BEAR

ROOFING & EXTERIORS
—_ e

“Your Local Exterior Specialists”
Residential - Hardie Plank

Roofing ¢ Siding ® Windows
Gutters » Fascia & Soffit

651-407-1987

MN Lic.# BC223025

TREE SERVICE

Cameron Tree

* Affordable Tree Trimming
& Removal

+ Stump Grinding

* Hedge & Shrub Shaping /
Removal

+ Senior / Veteran discount

+ Family Owned & Operated

* Licensed / Insured

* Free Estimates

(651) 775-8602

A

GENE’S TREE'SERVICE
& STUMP GRINDING

Licensed/Insured « Free Estimates

Call Today! 763-785-1629

(Y

WATERPROOFING

GREAT LAKES

WATERPROOFING

Exterior Waterproofing

FREE ESTIMATES
651-340-2901

NO DIGGING REQUIRED

Targeting water flow at a fraction
of the price of drain-tile systems
Since 1978
MN License # IR660365

WWW. ReaIWaterproofing.comI
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Minnesota Snow Drag Tour makes first stop in north metro

PHOTOS BY SHANNON GRANHOLM | PRESS PUBLICATIONS

For the first time in the history of the tour, the Minnesota Snow Drag Tour hosted 500-foot
drag races Feb. 28 on Egg Lake in Hugo. Spectators were invited to watch. In addition to side-
by-side drag races, the event included a Show and Shine event hosted by the Hugo Knight
Riders. After the event, an awards party was held at Hugo American Legion Post 620.

Reimagining Nelson Rehbein property: New concept plan proposed

BY MADELINE DOLBY
QUAD COMMUNITY PRESS EDITOR

LINO LAKES — Eighty-six housing units have been
proposed by Twin Cities Land Holding to be built on a
parcel located in the southwest quadrant of 20th Ave. S.
and Cedar Street. The residential development is being
called Harvest Grange.

The Planning and Zoning Board, as well as the City
Council, reviewed a concept plan for this project last
summer. At the time, it was known as the Nelson Rehbein
Property and called for 90 housing units, 38 single-family
lots and 52 townhomes (See “Residential development pro-
poses 90 units,” Quad Community Press, June 11, 2025.)

Now Twin Cities Land Holding has submitted a revised
preliminary plat for the site along with a request to rezone
the property from R, Rural to R2, Two-Family Residen-
tial, and R3, Medium-Density Residential.

According to City Planner Katie Larsen, Harvest
Grange will consist of 31 single-family homes on 60-foot-
wide lots and 55 townhomes.

The site consists of three existing parcels. Larsen said
the 11-acre parcel, owned by James and Kathleen Nelson,
contains an existing house and accessory structure. The
Rehbein parcels have been used for agricultural purpos-
es. There is roughly 45% of open space throughout the
development.

“We have three outlots on site, A, B and C. (Outlot) A
and B will be owned and maintained by the HOA (Home-
owners Association), and then Outlot C will be owned and
maintained by the city,” she added.

Per the city’s 2040 Comprehensive Plan, the 25-acre site
is guided medium-density residential, which requires
4.0-6.0 units per net acre. “They are at 4.69 (units per
acre), which is consistent with the density requirements,”

Larsen said.

Right now, 20th Ave. S. is planned to be a minor arterial
reliever road. Street A, which will be within the devel-
opment, will be a right in/right out only. Another street,
Street C, will be private for townhome residents. A future
connection to 6795 20th Avenue is also shown in the plan.

A traffic study was prepared by Transportation Col-
laborative and Consultants. The study area included the
intersections of 20th Avenue and Cedar Street, 20th Ave-
nue and Red Oak Lane and 20th Avenue and Birch Street.
Per the study, the development is expected to generate
48 a.m. peak-hour trips and 57 p.m. peak-hour trips. The
total daily trip generation is 644. According to Larsen, the
proposed level of service (LOS) does not degrade by more
than one LOS, which is not considered significant.

Larsen noted that the city’s water system has pumping
capacity to supply the proposed development and the pro-
jected use falls within the city’s available firm capacity.

Resident Rick Pike, who lives in the Nadeau Acres
neighborhood located south of the proposed development,
said he is not fully opposed to the new development but
did have some concerns.

“In the Nadeau Acres neighborhood alone, there is over
100 kids under the age of 18. We have no access to any
trails or any parks,” Pike said. “I don’t like hearing we
aren’t talking about putting in trails, we aren’t talking
about putting in parks.”

Other residents within the Nadeau Acres neighborhood
also said they would like to see trails and a park added for
their young children to utilize. A few residents expressed
concerns about traffic on 20th Avenue and pedestrian
safety.

“Twentieth Avenue is extremely dangerous. It’s a
50-mile-per-hour speed limit, (which) seems reasonable
until it’s nighttime, it’s raining, people are speeding,”

Grace ChiakowskKi said. “I recommend lowering the speed
limit to 45 miles per hour and adding speed limit signs
through Nadeau Acres and the new development.”

Kyle Vadner shared his thoughts about the level of
traffic, too.

“The traffic on that road is insane. When my 4-year-old
is asking me to go to the park (in the North Pointe neigh-
borhood), we have to play ‘Frogger’ to try and get across.
It’s kind of concerning,” he said.

Board Chair Michael Root said that ultimately, the
city’s Park Board determines what parkland is going to be
developed and the timing of it. Community Development
Director Michael Grochala added that parks are con-
structed based on development.

“When we look at the development of parks, we look at a
neighborhood service area. Our intent is to keep every-
body within at least a half mile of a neighborhood park,”
Grochala said. “When you look at where the location of
this park is for this side of the area, it’s centrally located,
so it’s between Centerville Road, 20th Avenue and Birch
Street.”

With regard to improving traffic safety in the area,
Grochala said neighborhood residents would have to ap-
proach the council asking for safety improvements. From
there, the council would need to take some action to direct
city staff to approach Anoka County.

“The county is not going to do it on their own unless
there is a commitment from the local community to show
they want it done,” he said. “That would be the start. It
doesn’t guarantee anything, though.”

Editor Madeline Dolby can be reached at 651-407-1226 or
quadnews@presspubs.com.

PUBLIC NOTICES - PUBLIC NOTICES - PUBLIC NOTICES

CITY OF HUGO
ASSESSMENT NOTICE
Important Information Regarding Property Assessments
This may affect your 2027 property taxes

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Appeal and Equalization of the
City of Hugo shall meet on Thursday, April 2, 2026, in the Oneka Room at
Hugo City Hall. The purpose of this meeting is to determine whether taxable
property in the jurisdiction has been properly valued and classified by the
assessor, and also to determine whether corrections need to be made.

If you believe the value or classification of your property is incorrect,
please contact your assessor’s office to discuss your concerns. If you are still
not satisfied with the valuation or classification after discussing it with your
assessor, you may appear before the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization.
The board shall review the valuation, classification, or both if necessary, and
shall correct it as needed. Generally, an appearance before your local board
of appeal and equalization is required by law before an appeal can be taken
to your county board of appeal and equalization. For more information, call the
Washington County assessor’s office at 651-430-6175.

Given under my hand this 12 day of February 2026.

Michele Lindau, City Clerk

Published one time in The Citizen on March 5, 2026.

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA

SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME
Pursuant to Chapter 333, Minnesota Statutes; the undersigned, who is
or will be conducting or transacting a commercial business in the State of
Minnesota under an assumed name, hereby certifies:
1. The assumed name under which the business is or will be conducted is:
Pet Memories AquaCremation
2. The street address of the principal place of business is or will be:
4016 Lady Slipper Rd, Lake EImo, MN 55042
3. The name and street address of all persons conducting business under
the above Assumed Name, including any corporation that may be conducting
this business.
Pet Memories Cremation LLC
4016 Lady Slipper Rd, Lake Elmo, MN 55042
| certify that | am authorized to sign this certificate and | further certify that
| understand that by signing this certificate, | am subject to the penalties of
perjury as set forth in section 609.48 as if | had signed this certificate under
oath.
Dated: February 18, 2026
Signed: Justin Terbeest
Published two times in The Citizen on March 5 and 19, 2026.

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA

SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME
Pursuant to Chapter 333, Minnesota Statutes; the undersigned, who is
or will be conducting or transacting a commercial business in the State of
Minnesota under an assumed name, hereby certifies:
1. The assumed name under which the business is or will be conducted is:
Pet Memories HydroCremation
2. The street address of the principal place of business is or will be:
4016 Lady Slipper Rd, Lake Elmo, MN 55042
3. The name and street address of all persons conducting business under
the above Assumed Name, including any corporation that may be conducting
this business.
Pet Memories Cremation LLC
4016 Lady Slipper Rd, Lake Elmo, MN 55042
| certify that | am authorized to sign this certificate and | further certify that
| understand that by signing this certificate, | am subject to the penalties of
perjury as set forth in section 609.48 as if | had signed this certificate under
oath.
Dated: February 18, 2026
Signed: Justin Terbeest
Published two times in The Citizen on March 5 and 19, 2026.

LIABILITY DISCLAIMER INDEMNIFICATION:

TheNewspapershallnotbeliableforslightchangesortypographicalerrorsthatdonotlessenthevalueof theadvertisement. TheNewspapershallnotbeliableorresponsibleforanyerrorinanyadvertisement
excepttogive the Advertiser creditfor somuch of the space occupied by the advertisement asis materially affected by the error; credit shall be by refund or republication of the advertisement at the election
of the Newspaper. Such creditshallnotbe givenformorethanoneincorrectinsertion unlessthe Publisherisnotified in writing of theerrorbeforetherepetition of theinsertion. Whenthe Advertiser wishes
to correct or change copy submitted as a "proof," the Newspaper shall not be liable for the changes or corrections unless they are received by the Newspaper within a reasonable length of time before the
deadlinefor publication. If an advertisementisrequested torun after copy deadline, the Newspaper willnot honor an adjustmentrequestif an error occurs. No specific page or position shall be guaranteed.
The Advertiser or Agency shall indemnify the Newspaper for any attorney 's fees incurred in defending against claims, pay any judgments against the Newspaper, and pay associated expenses and losses
that are caused by the publication of any advertisement submitted by or published at the direction of the Advertiser or Agency, including claims for libel, copyright infringement, and invasion of privacy.
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country club experience
Now touring!

29 Highway 96 East
Dellwood, MN 55110
dellwoodcountryclub.com/weddings
katie@dellwoodcountryclub.com

651-426-4155

852120
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edding Show
MARCH 15,2026

at the White Bear Country Inn

Jsrides

Register for FREE

Friends/family tickets $5 each.
Register or purchase tickets at
presspubs.com/weddingshow

41st Annual

e Food Sampling « Vendor Giveaways
« Cake Walk - 2026 Inspiration « Music

« SWAG Bag for registered brides

Vendors List

check out facebook event page for updates

« Northern Attire - Unreal Arrangements « Jen Bloom « North Star Medical
« Sugar Fairy « Creative License « TST Creative Catering - Calla Lily Event Rentals
- Flowers Forever - Doggy Social MN « Mary Kay Cosmetics - Kake Kreations
« Tipsy Tini « Hosted Hospitality « Complete Wedding « White Bear Country Inn
+ Dellwood Country -« Midwest Sound & Events - Simply Captured

Club - BigWood « Five Star Bath Solutions Photography MN

weddings at Ebo ‘Backen VADNAISHEIGHTSCOMMONS.COM

% MONS

\Oantic Uniquely Exceptional

na _J ur

Beautiful indoor and outdoor spaces
are perfect for wedding ceremonies,
receptions, rehearsals, and more!

jfraley25@frontiernet.net | ekobacken.com | scandia mn 655 East County Road F, Vadnais Heights, MN 651-204-6180

SPONSORED BY THE WHITE BEAR COUNTRY INN
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BY MADELINE DOLBY
EDITOR

In honor of fish fry season, the Press
will feature some Readers’ Choice Best
of the Press winners and finalists of the
“Fish Fry” category in our coverage
area.

During Lent, the aroma of sizzling
fish fills the air as local churches wel-
come the community to their weekly
or monthly fish fries. Throughout the
season, some area restaurants join in
the tradition and serve up their own
special fish fry offerings in celebration
of Lent.

Smokey’s Pub N’ Grill, located at 552
Lincoln Drive in East Bethel, estab-
lished in 2012, has a unique approach
to craft smokehouse foods and classic
American dishes. The same can be said
about its fish fry.

Smokey’s Pub N’ Grill has secured
the title of “the best” fish fry in the
Quad Community Press Readers’ Best
of the Press Contest for the last three
years.

“The care, the love we put into the
dish. Doing it from scratch really sets
it apart from a lot of places,” said Chris
Leibel, co-owner and pit master of
Smokey’s.

The restaurant uses wild-caught
Pacific cod and batters it by hand in
a variation of an old Leibel family
recipe. Leibel said a few years ago that
he and Jeremy Huspek, co-owner of
Smokey’s, altered the recipe to make

COMMUNITY BRIEF

Tickets on sale for Centennial Area
Education Foundation annual gala

Those who are interested in attending the Centenni-
al Area Education Foundation’s annual gala can now
purchase tickets for the event. The gala, Art & Soul,
will take place from 6-11 p.m. Saturday, March 28, at the

Bunker Hills Golf Club.

This year, proceeds raised at the gala will go toward
the Fund The Need initiative, which focuses on enhanc-
ing music and arts education in Centennial schools.

To purchase tickets, visit www.caefoundation.org/
gala. Bunker Hills Golf Club is located at 12800 Bunker

Prairie Road NW, Coon Rapids.

LENTLSPECIAL

FISFTNJCHIPSE
5'FINFETS WITH'CHOICE OF
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Smokey’s fish fry remains ‘the best’ 3 years running

the batter not quite as thick.

“It’s really good. We thinned it out a
little bit. We did some different vari-
ations of it,” Leibel explained. “What
we use now ... We knocked it out of the
park and our customers love it.”

One of the changes they made to the
recipe was battering the fish in light
beer. Before the switch, Leibel said
Smokey’s was using an IPA for its fish
fries. When you order the fish fry,
you’ll receive three, four-ounce filets
of cod, Memphis mustard coleslaw and
a choice of fries or tater tots. The dish
also comes with Smokey’s homemade
tartar sauce.

Smokey’s offers a fish fry deal on Fri-
days all year long. During Lent, which
runs between Feb. 18 and April 2 this
year, the restaurant features a special
fish fry promotion each week. Huspek
said that the restaurant typically goes
through five boxes of fish on a single
Friday during Lent.

A few weeks ago, Leibel said Smokey’s
uploaded a video on social media show-
ing the process of how the restaurant
makes its fish fries, and the response
from customers was great.

“The feedback was awesome. We had
people say, ‘I was just there. The fish
was amazing.’ All the feedback has
been really positive,” he said.

Editor Madeline Dolby can be reached
at 651-407-1226 or quadnews@presspubs.
com.

CITY BRIEF

ed in May.

FRIDAYS

11AM-10PM DURING LENT

(ONTRIBUTED

Smokey’s Pub N’ Grill’s fish fry includes wild-caught Pacific cod, Memphis mustard coleslaw

and a choice of fries or tots.

The Quad Community Press Readers’ Choice 2025 Best of the
Press categories Smokey’s Pub N’ Grill won, named finalist:

* Best Fish Fry
« Best BBQ Ribs

» Best Restaurant
» Best Tacos

« Best Beer Selection at a Bar (final-

ist)

» Best Bloody Mary (finalist)

City of Hugo hosts 165th Street
corridor open house

An open house will be held from 5:30 to 7:30
p.m. Tuesday, March 24, in the Oneka Room
at City Hall to gather input on the 165th Street
alternative urban areawide review (AUAR). The
AUAR will confirm what land uses are in the
area, where utilities are supposed to go and also
address what kind of street improvements are
needed. Final approval by the council is expect-

Stop by a local

Fish Fry

851599

Includes:
Alaskan cod

« Coleslaw

FISH FRY BASKET $16.00
Starts Ash Wednesday,
11 am-9 pm and

Every Friday during
Lent, 11 am-10pm

« 4 pieces of house-breaded

« French fries or tater tots

8001 LAKE DRIVE | LINO LAKES MN

(651)783-7106

« Best Bourbon Selection (finalist)
» Best Happy Hour (finalist)

» Best Lunch (finalist)

» Best Outdoor Dining (finalist)

- Best Appetizer (finalist)

 Best Appetizer Selection (finalist)
» Best Bar (finalist)

CALENDAR BRIEF

Masons gear up for smoked turkey
booyah next month

The Forest Lake Masons will host a smoked turkey
booyah drive-thru from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Sunday,
March 29, at the Masonic Lodge, 119 SE Eighth Ave. in
Forest Lake. The comfort-food soup includes smoked
turkey, vegetables, herbs and spices, and will be sold in
16-ounce to-go containers. Proceeds donated at the event
will be matched by the Masons and benefit the Forest
Lake High School clay target team. More information is
available on the Forest Lake Masons’ Facebook page.

St. John’s Men's Club of St. Genevieve's sponsor the

Great Menu: Icelandic Cod, Baby Red Potatoes,
French Fries, Cole Slaw, Macaroni-n-Cheese, Rolls,
Pickles, Cookies, and Beverages

February 20t 27t

March 6, 13t, 20t and 27t
4:30-7:30 pm

Fortin Hall - St. John the Baptist Church
Hwy 61 & Cty Rd 14 - Hugo

Cost: Adults - $15.00 « Seniors (60 & over) - $12.00 H
Juniors 6-12: $10.00 « Children 5 and under: Free BestFish Fry

VFW 1782

Fish Fry Friday all year long starting at 4pm.
Generous portion of freshly hand beer
battered cod. Made with Hamm’s tap beer.
Comes with crinkle fries and slaw for $19.95.

Voted Best Fish Fry by
ERY the White Bear Press!

4496 LAKE AVE S.
WHITE BEAR LAKE
651-426-4944

850822

850926
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