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Army National Guard from 2001 to 2008.

A veteran’s battle doesn't end
when the war is over

BY SHANNON GRANHOLM by all his fellow soldiers sons, Saniti, and his fight battles no one else
MANAGING EDITOR in his unit. fellow soldiers missed can see. His fight is
“Ireflectonthe guys  birthdays, holidaysand against the memories,
Each year on Veter- I served with, where family get-togethers. He the trauma and lasting
ans Day, Hugo resident  they came from and survived the battlefield, mental and emotional
Michael Saniti makes what they sacrificed,” but surviving the war scars.
a point to go down into he said. was only the beginning.
his basement and look In addition tomissing  Years after returning SEE BEYOND THE BATTLE-
at aflag that is signed the birth of one of his home, he continues to FIELD, PAGE 8
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Hugo resident Michael Saniti pictured in a bunk while deployed to Iraq for Operation Iraqi Freedom. Saniti served in the

County Road J,
35E interchange
bridges county
and city efforts

BY LOGAN GION
STAFF WRITER

The County Road J
bridge and interchange
with I-35E is nearly
complete. Final ramp
paving and sidewalk
concrete work is current-
ly underway. The week
of Nov.6, the project will
see pavement striping,
sign installations, and site
cleanup and restoration.

The completion of this
project will mark the
culmination of five years
of work from Ramsey
County in partnership
with multiple nearby cit-
ies, including Lino Lakes,
North Oaks and White
Bear Township.

“This was a huge proj-
ect, both in size and in
complexity of cost,” said
John Mazzitello, Ramsey
County deputy director
of public works during

LOGAN GION | PRESS PUBLICATIONS
From left: John Mazzitello,
Tara Jebens-Singh and Mai
Chong Xiong.

the Oct. 30 ribbon cutting
ceremony for the project.
“Over the past two years,
we've managed to recon-
struct County Road J, we
improved the intersection
with Centerville Road,
we installed ... three new
roundabouts in total.

We provided two new
accesses to I-35E, giving
County Road J a fully

SEE COUNTY JINTERCHANGE,
PAGE 16

‘Hello, Dolly!" parades into White Bear’s Performing Arts Center

BY LOGAN GION
STAFF WRITER

Wendy Suoja, director of
White Bear Lake Area High
School’s fall musical, had two
reasons for choosing “Hello,
Dolly!” as this year’s show: the
first is that it’s fun.

“I think our community real-
ly likes shows that are joyful,”
said Suoja. “They want a show
that’s funny, and this show is
hilarious. There are tons of
lines that are just flippant and
silly ... and we haven't done a
show like that in a long time.”

The second reason is that it’s
fun for all ages.

“You can bring somebody
here that is in preschool, and
they will giggle, and they will
love many, many scenes,”
said Suoja. “You have com-
munity members that are in
their eighties where this show
resonates with them on a real,
personal level, and then every-
body in between.”

The show — about match-
maker Dolly Levi and her
quest to find a match for “well-
known, unmarried, half-a-mil-
lionaire" Horace Vandergelder
— is a shift for senior Rio

Hilden as well. Before taking
on the role of Dolly in this
show, Hilden played Zoe Mur-
phy, a teenage sister grieving
the loss of her brother and a
victim of an out-of-control lie,
in White Bear’s production of
“Dear Evan Hansen.”

“I had some time in between,
but it is a very drastic differ-
ence,” Hilden said. “It has
taken me a lot of time to figure
out who (Dolly) is as a person
and dive a little deeper into
that. I even have to hold myself
differently.”

SEE ‘HELLO, DOLLYY’, PAGE9
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The cast of White Bear Lake Area High School’s production of “Hello, Dol-
ly!” lines up for a Golden-Age-musical-style number.
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BY SHANNON GRANHOLM
MANAGING EDITOR

Two years after Charlene Wunder-
lich’s death, her family is preparing to
reopen the longtime dog kennel business,
finding a way to honor her memory while
preserving a family tradition they aren't
quite ready to let go.

“I had mixed feelings about it at first ...
just because of how Ilost my mom, but
when I think about how my mom would
feel about it, I think she’d be very happy,”
said Chris Wunderlich, Charlene’s son.

The business is being restarted by
Heidi Thomas and her fiancé, Mike Halv-
erson, who are related to the business
through Thomas’ mother, Lena Harhaj,
who is married to Chris Wunderlich.

The Linwood residents plan to relocate
their family to the kennel property, locat-
ed on Ingersoll Avenue in Hugo.

When the family felt emotionally ready
to return to the property and begin going
through Charlene’s belongings, they
also began thinking about the future of
the kennel. Last April, they ultimately
decided it was something they wanted to
preserve and carry forward.

Harhaj recalled a text message her
granddaughter Skylar texted to Chris
saying reopening the business would be
a good idea. “The kids were on board,
so I think it just kind of blossomed from
there,” she said.

The business dates back to 1936 when it
opened as as Oneka Lake Kennels in the
city of North Oaks. In 1965, Chris’ grand-
father, William “Billy” Wunderlich, took
over the business and it was renamed to
Bill Wunderlich’s North Oaks Kennels.
Billy was a renowned dog trainer and
inducted into the Retriever Field Trial
Hall of Fame in 1994.

Chris’ parents Charlene and William
“Skip” Wunderlich acquired the busi-
ness in 1982, when the business moved
to Hugo. After Skip passed away in April

www.readthecitizen.com

Family reopens longtime kennel business to honor legacy

2020, Charlene ran the business by her-
self up until her death in September 2024.

Charlene’s son, Trevor Wunderlich,
was convicted of first-degree premeditat-
ed murder in her death. Court records
detailed years of abuse Charlene had doc-
umented in journals, photographs and
messages to her son. He was found guilty
of all three murder counts following a
bench trial. His sentencing is scheduled
for Dec. 18.

The business has remained closed
since Charlene’s death.

Harhaj said it took longer than they
thought but that the family needed that
time to mentally deal with what hap-
pened and get the property ready for a
business again.

While Charlene's death left a void that
can never be filled, the family didn't want
the business she had been part of for
so long to end with her. They were also
determined to continue making happy
memories at what has been cherished as
a peaceful piece of property.

Throughout the journey to reopen the
business, the family has caught them-
selves thinking, “What would Charlene
think?”” more times than they can count.

The family got to work, cleaning up the
property and freshening up the lobby.

“As much as Charlene loved dogs, she
loved her family and I know that she
would just be incredibly proud of the
hard work that we did,” Harhaj said. “It
would bring her so much peace and joy
just to see the change, and that this is
going to be once again a place of laughter
and joy and family memories.”

The kennel is situated on 11 acres
and currently has a capacity for 20 dogs
indoors.

Thomas says she is planning to keep
the business simple at first to honor
Charlene’s repeat customers and at the
same time attract new ones.

“People always liked that we were in
close proximity with the dogs,” Chris

explained. “When the dogs would come
back, they were excited.” That excitement
is evidenced by the marks on the lobby’s
countertop, where dogs would jump up
for a treat and to greet Charlene. Chris
added that it was not uncommon for his
mother to care for four or five genera-
tions of dogs from one family.

“She loved her customers. She loved
their dogs. She loved what she did, and
people knew it,” Harhaj said.

North Oaks Kennels also will not turn
away dogs that might not be permitted
at other facilities. For example, if a dog is
not fixed or does not get along with other
dogs. Because each of the dogs has its
own individual run to go outside, group
play or socialization is not required.

“Charlene had it very basic here, which
Ithink is what people liked,” Thomas

SHANNON GRANHOLM | PRESS PUBLICATIONS
North Oaks Kennels, formerly Bill Wunderlich’s North Oaks Kennels, will reopen this month af-
ter a two-year closure. The business is owned by Heidi Thomas and her fiancé, Mike Halverson
(right). They are pictured with their two children, Skylar (left) and Arya, along with Thomas’
mom Lena Harhaj and husband Chris Wunderlich.

explained. “People didn’t like the extreme
overpricing and socialization of their
dogs.”

The new owners say they plan to
stick to the dog kennel business and not
necessarily the dog grooming business,
which Charlene also did. They do plan
to try out some new things as they get a
handle on the business — Perhaps dog
walking by the lake on the property
or doggy playtime with dogs that get
along.

“We want to keep those good vibes
going. Keep the dogs happy,” Halverson
said, adding that his hope is that one
day, one or both of their daughters will
take over the family business.

North Oaks Kennels plans to open
mid-November just ahead of Thanks-
giving.

869705
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SECOND ANNUAL CRAFT FAIR

When: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 12 to
Saturday, Nov. 14

Where: New Life Church, 6000 148th St. N., Hugo
Details: Get a head start on Christmas shopping
while raising funds for local charities.

Contact: 651-303-5011

HUGO SENIOR CLUB

When: 1 p.m. Monday, Nov.16 and every 3rd
Monday of every other month

Where: Rice Lake Centre, 6900 137th St. N.

Details: Meeting will include discussion on change
of officers and committee members. Coffee and
refreshments served, followed by games.

Contact: Jim at 763-639-4756 or allenj4992@gmail.
com

HUGO SENIOR CITIZENS PLAY ‘500’

When: 12:45 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 19 and 30 and the
1st, 3rd and 5th Thursday of every month

Where: Rice Lake Centre, 6900 137th St. N.

Details: Games begin at 12:45 p.m. Refreshments
and coffee served. All senior citizens from the
area invited.

Contact: Jim at 763-639-4756 or allenj4992@gmail.
com

CRIBBAGE

When: 1 p.m. Monday, Nov. 23, and the 1st and 4th
Monday of every month

Where: Rice Lake Centre, 6900 137th St. N., Hugo
Details: Senior citizens from Hugo and
surrounding area are invited to an afternoon

of cribbage. Coffee and refreshments served.
Scheduled on Tuesday this week only.

Contact: Alice 651-429-4413

BURGERS FOR THE TROOPS

When: 5-8 p.m. Monday, Nov. 23 and the 4th
Monday of each month

Where: Hugo American Legion, 5383 140th St. N.,
Hugo

Details: Support military families with a meal
of burgers/chips, sponsored by the Hugo Yellow
Ribbon Network. Family membes of deployed
military members eat free. Cash/checks only.
Contact: Chuck Haas at 651-247-0354

VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION

When: 10-11:30 Thursday, Nov. 12

Where: Sunrise Park District Senior Center, 2399
Cedar Ave., White Bear Lake

Details: Short presentation and refreshments.
Registration appreciated.

Contact: 651-653-3121

WHITE BEAR LAKE WINTER FARMERS MARKET
When: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 14

Where: White Bear Lake Area High School, West
Entrance, 5040 Bald Eagle Ave.

Details: Shop and eat local by visiting over 30
vendors with locally grown food items and hand-
crafted goods.

Contact: forksinthedirt.com

ROE FAMILY SINGERS CONCERT

When: 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 14

Where: Wildwood Library, Mahtomedi

Details: All ages concert featuring original music
and contemporary takes on old-time, traditional
and bluegrass tunes. No registration required.
Contact: washcolib.org

ST. PAUL HIKING CLUB

When: 2:30 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 15

Where: Laurie LaMotte Memorial Park, 6970
LaMotte Drive Hugo

Details: Hike around Centerville Lake and
through the Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park
Reserve, approximately five miles.

Contact: stpaulhike.com

FEDERAL HEALTH CARE CUTS FROM H.R.1AND
WHAT THEY MEAN FOR MINNESOTANS AND THE
STATE BUDGET

When: 6:15-8 p.m. Monday, Nov. 16

Where: White Bear Lake Library, 4698 Clark Ave.
Details: First program in the Hot Topics series
will review Medicare and Medicaid Act of 1965
and provide an overview of how the H.R. 1

bill affects the financial stability of hospitals
and clinics, status of funding cuts to date, and
legislation efforts underway in Minnesota to
mitigate the increased burden of the loss of
federal funding on the state budget. Open to the
public.

Contact: lvw-wbla.org

COFFEEWITHDR.K

When: 4-5 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 17

Where: Caribou Coffee, 4733 Highway 61, White
Bear Lake

Details: Stop by for an informal chat with

Superintendent Kazmierczak and district leaders.

Contact: 651-407-7500

DORMANT SEEDING: PLANT NOW FOR SPRING
When: 3 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 17

Where: Hardwood Creek Library, Forest Lake
Details: Dormant seeding is a simple way to plant
native flowers and grasses in late fall so they are
ready to germinate when conditions are right in

spring. Presented in cooperation with Comfort
Lake - Forest Lake Watershed District.
Contact: washcolib.org

MAHTOREADI

When: 6:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 17
Where: Mahtomedi High School, Chautauqua
Theatre

Details: Read “The Many Mothers of Delores
Moore” by Anika Fajardo and join in the
community discussion.

Contact: communityed.mahtomedi.k12.mn.us

WHERE DO | START? A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO
DOWNSIZING AND MOVING

When: 10-11:30 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 18

Where: Sunrise Park District Senior Center, 2399
Cedar Ave., White Bear Lake

Details: Learn strategies for decluttering, deciding
what to keep, planning a move, and reducing
stress. Register online.

Contact: 651-407-7501 or bit.ly/wbl2026

THIRD ANNUAL GAZEBO LIGHTING CEREMONY
When: 5-7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 18

Where: Railroad Park, White Bear Lake

Details: Celebrate holiday festivities downtown.
Countdown begins at 6 p.m.

Contact: www.whitebearrotary.org

A VISIT TO THE DEVIL'S WORKSHOP

When: 9:30 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 19

Where: Redeemer Lutheran Church, 3770 Bellaire
Ave., White Bear Lake

Details: Local resident Dan Ruth will share his
experiences in the Societ Union, including taking
part in bioweapons conferences during the cold
war. RSVP by Nov. 15.

Contact: 651-429-5411 or redeemerwhitebear.org

‘WHITE CHRISTMAS’

When: Nov. 20-Dec.13

Where: Hanifl Performing Arts Center, 4941 Long
Ave., White Bear Lake

Details: Irving Berlin’s beloved holiday musical
filled with timeless songs, romance, and winter
wonder.

Contact: 651-478-7427 or tickets@lakeshoreplayers.
org

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Find the church that fits your needs

Join us on Sunday:
10:15 am in-person Worship and
Live-streaming on

YouTube: FPCWBL

5% and Bloom Ave, White Bear Lake ¢ 651-429-3381 * www.fpcwbl.orgh

Celebrate

Mass with us!

Saturday at 4:30 pm Parish Community Center
6995 Centerville Rd, Centerville
Sunday at 8:30 am St. John’s Site

14383 Forest Blvd N, Hugo

Sunday at 10:30 am Parish Community Center

6995 Centerville Rd, Centerville

www.stgens.org  651-429-7937

761757

9:00 a.m. Worship,
10:30 a.m. Education Hour
for All Ages, Worship and
Bible Study are also available
through our YouTube Channel

The LORD is my light and my salvation —whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life — of whom shall | be afraid? Psalm 27:1
NEW LIFE CHURCH - LUTHERAN

6000 N. 148th St. East of HWY 61(next to Hugo Elementary)
651-429-1975 » www.newlifehugo.org

762058

Service times are subject to change. Contact your local church or check church web sites for service time
and online service information. To make changes or to advertise here, call 651-407-1200

836164
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Goodbye Sweet
Bean

e recently had to make the difficult decision
to euthanize our beloved feline companion
“Bean.” I knew it was going to be hard, but
did not anticipate the intense emotional
wallop that followed after her final trip to the vet-
erinarian. Thankfully, there is helpful information
available offering assurance that, for a variety of rea-
sons, feelings of grief are a normal,
valid response following the loss of a
longtime animal companion.

While experiencing periodic waves
of sadness, I also began to think about
all of the shared bonds and daily rit-
uals that had evolved over the years.
Bean was playful, affectionate and
occasionally mischievous. Because
anumber of her quirky personality
traits and activities were not stereo-
typically associated with cats, we
sometimes called her “a puppy in a
cat suit.” She always greeted us at the
door when we came home and then
within about a year she also start-
ed to eagerly climb up onto my shoulder. She really
seemed to enjoy these rides and would seek them out
in a variety of circumstances. After climbing up and
getting comfortable, she would give me a wet little
smooch on the cheek to let me know she was ready
to proceed on one of our sightseeing trips around the
house. In retrospect, I was probably the one who was
actually being trained. On days I was working on the
home computer, I could count on one or two visits
from her where she would climb up on my shoulder to
check out what I was doing. These visits sometimes led
to our shared enjoyment of colorful bird videos that
included a rich mix of sounds from nature. She also
made some surprise guest appearances during Zoom
conference calls. A few years ago, our publisher even
allowed a column written from Bean's point of view to
appear in our newspapers.

Because she was a rescue animal, we weren't exactly
sure about her age, but did know that Bean was a
sweet and engaging member of our household for
more than 16 years. Last year she broke one of her
rear legs in a mysterious, middle of the night accident.
At the time we were faced with the decision to either
amputate or euthanize. After consulting with three
different veterinarians we chose amputation. Based
on her age and overall health, the consensus was that
she had a very good chance of returning to an active
and happy life. They were right. Bean made a remark-
able and inspiring recovery, resuming most of the
activities that she had enjoyed prior to the accident,
including play sessions, traveling up and down the
stairs and speedy hot laps around the house. Watching
her scramble around on three legs, I couldn't help but
be amazed at her resilience and adaptability.

Unfortunately, during what we hoped would be a
routine checkup this summer, it was discovered that
Bean had bladder cancer and it was only a matter of
time before it would begin to take its toll on the quality
of her life. All of her care then became palliative. Re-
cently, we started to see signs of decline and it became
heartbreakingly apparent that she was in distress. In
an extreme battle between intellect and emotion we
made the agonizing decision to say goodbye. On one
of the last nights of her life, Bean crawled up on the
bed and stretched out in front of me while I stood and
played the acoustic guitar before bedtime. I'm happy
that she sought me out and hope that the instrument's
vibrations comforted her in the same way that her
healing purrs comforted me when I held her close. We
are now left with fond memories of this sweet little
animal. I truly think it is a blessing that our animal
companions can provide us with a direct connection
to the beauty and joy of God's creation.

Paul Dols

Paul Dols is photojournalist/website editor for
Press Publications. He can be reached at 651-407-1238

Hugo food shelf sees increase in need

ore and more families
in our community are
facing food insecurity.
Residents who were
just getting by before are
finding it hard to keep up due
to higher food
and fuel prices.

So far this
year, we have
served 8%
more house-
holds than the
same period
last year.

As we work
to serve this
increasing
number of res-
idents, commu-
nity support of
the Hugo Good
Neighbors Food Shelf is more
important than ever.

We are grateful to all those
in the community who have
already stepped up to help sup-
port us, including financial
donors, local businesses, local
government and volunteers.

Chris DuFresne

» Limited to 350 words.

« Submissions must Include
a full name, address and
daytime phone number for
verification.

« Letter writers must live, work
or have another connection to
Press Publications coverage
area.

« Letter writers are limited

at least four weeks must
lapse between publication.
Exceptions may be made for
rebuttal letters.

- Due to space limitations,
letters that don’t address
local issues are not
guaranteed publication.

- Repeat letters by the same
writer about the same subject

As the holiday season ap-
proaches, your support will
be an essential piece to ensur-
ing we can continue serving
the 100 plus families in our
community who rely on us for
food assistance.

How can you help your
neighbors in need this holiday
season?

- Monetary donations are
especially helpful because
we can buy up to 10x as much
food for the dollar through
our partnership with local
food banks like Second Har-
vest. Donate securely online
at hugofoodshelf.org/give or
by mail by sending a donation
to Hugo Good Neighbors Food
Shelf, PO Box 373, Hugo, MN
55038.

« Support the Hugo Fire
Department and Centennial
Fire Department toy and food
drives. All items collected
benefit local families and help
them have a great holiday.
Watch The Citizen, Facebook,
and community flyers for

THE CITIZEN | LETTER GUIDELINES

published.

verification.

» Submissions containing
libelous or derogatory
statements will not be

- Submissions containing facts
not previously published
in The Citizen must be
accompanied by factual

- All letters are subject to

more details. Items or gift
cards for teenagers are in
most need.

« Purchase holiday meals
at Festival Foods in Hugo
by picking up a pre-packed
holiday meal and leaving it at
the exit.

» Pick-up pre-packed bags
of food at Cub Foods in White
Bear Lake and leave them in
the bin at the exit.

Need help making ends
meet? We are here to help
with a confidential and dis-
crete experience to get you
the food you need. Email us at
info@hugofoodshelf.org, text
us at 763-607-6060, or call us
at 651-528-6224.

Thank you for helping
ensure that our neighbors in
need are able to get the help
they need this holiday season.

Chris DuFresne is the president
of the Hugo Good Neighbors
Food Shelf.

- Deadlineis5p.m.,
Wednesday of the week prior
to publication.

- To submit a letter, e-mail it to
citizennews@presspubs.
com, faxit to 651-429-1242
or mail or deliver it to Press
Publications, 4779 Bloom
Ave., White Bear Lake, MN
55110.
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Bear swimmers ‘dug deep’ for winning record

BY BRUCE STRAND
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

White Bear Lake’s swim and
dive team made a big improve-
ment this season with a 5-4 dual
meet record for fifth place among
ten teams in the conference, after
several years averaging about one
win per season.

“This was our best season in
nearly a decade,” said Tia Wal-
ters, sixth-year coach. “The swim-
mers and divers really dug deep
at each dual meet and believed in
themselves. We swam and dove as
one team and not individuals.”

The Bears beat Park, Forest
Lake, Roseville, Irondale and Cre-
tin-Derham Hall. They also beat
Centennial, but that one had to be
counted as a scrimmage because
MSHSL officials didn’t show up,
Walters said. The Bears lost to
Stillwater, East Ridge, Woodbury
and Mounds View.

In invitationals, they were first
at Tartan-North St. Paul and
sixth of 10 at Blaine. Next for the
Bears is Section 4A A at Stillwa-
ter, Nov. 12-14.

The Bears added 11 new mem-
bers this year, resulting in a
significant improvement in depth
and points.

Top scorers are seniors Audrey

()

Borofka (50, 100, and relays) and
junior Charlotte McIntyre (med-
ley, butterfly and relays).

Other senior high girls scoring
consistently are senior Sophie
Collins (backstroke, 500); ju-
niors Brigid McVeigh (butterfly),
Sophie Moen (butterfly), Anna
Zarambo (diving), Rita Kozhiman-
nil (diving), and Ollie Heskett (50);
sophomores Anna Miller (imedley,
breaststroke, relays), Eva Hoefer

BRUCE STRAND | CONTRIBUTED
Miya Sage, seventh-grader, is one of 11 newcomers who'’ve given the Bears a
boost.

(100 and 200 free, backstroke),
Jameson Medin (diving) and Miya
Jager (50 and 100).

Junior high girls adding scoring
depth are freshmen Corinne
Danielson (200 and 500) and
Abby Manske (breaststroke);
eighth-graders Doireann McVeigh
(500, breaststroke) and Erica Cox
(100 free, relays); and seventh
grader Maya Sage (breaststroke,
relays).

o

COUGAR SPORTS BRIEFS
VOLLEYBALL

Centennial had to settle for a runner-up finish in
Section TAAAA after getting swept by the Blaine
Bengals in the finals at home Wednesday evening.
Centennial was top-seeded and had beaten Blaine 3-1
in conference play, but the Bengals dominated the
rematch 25-21, 25-18, 25-20, with superiority in hitting,
blocking and floor coverage. Blaine will take a 19-8
record into their first-ever state trip. Centennial, the
defending champion, finished 22-9.

TENNIS

Centennial was 8-7 overall and 7-3 in the North-
west Suburban. Making all-conference were seniors
Medha Andiappan and Radha Andiappan, juniors
Hannah Lofgren, Ella Nelson and Ellen Huseth, and
sophomore Ashlin Kilmer, with junior Kendall Innes
getting honorable mention. MVP’s were Lofgren and
Nelson, who went 18-2 at No. 1 doubles and placed
third in the section. Innes was named most improved.

CROSS COUNTRY

Two Centennial runners, Alexandra Sindt and
Emma Delf, competed in the state cross-country meet
on Saturday, having qualified at Section 7AAA a week
earlier.

FOOTBALL

The No. 7 ranked Centennial Cougars (7-2) dueled
No. 3 Eden Prairie (8-1) in the second round of Class
6A playoffs on Friday evening.

Editor’s Note: Due to an early deadline for Veterans
Day, action from Friday, Nov. 6 and Saturday, Nov. 7
will appear online at press pubs.com.

JMED

& o

1-2. October’s sponsor Mueller Memorial served up 177 burger meals at the Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Network’s Burger for the Troops event at the Hugo American Legion. The St. Paul Winter Carnival Klond-

ike Kates made a guest appearance. =— Chuck Haas, contributed
3. New Life Church — Lutheran in Hugo hosted a Trunk or Treat event for Halloween. — Contributed

4. Centennial Lakes Police Department community service officers attend the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Trunk-or-Treat. — Contributed

Send us your photos for possible inclusion in Spotted Around Town. Please email your best shot to citizennews@presspubs.com. Please include information about when and where it was taken and who is in the photo. |

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK
Audrey Borofka

Bears Swimming
Nov. 12, 2026

Audrey Borofka, White Bear Lake senior sprinter and captain,
helped lead the swim team to a 5-4 record by contributing
consistent first place finishes in the 50 and 100 freestyle. She
also anchors the 200 freestyle relay and the 200 medley relay,
both of which placed first in recent dual meets. The four-year
varsity veteran’s best times so far are 25.77 in the 50 and 56.97
in the 100. “Not only has she contributed to many of the points
scored, she has also been an outstanding role model and leader,”
said coach Tia Walters, “by encouraging teammates during
difficuhlt practices, uplifting everyone and bringing the team
together.”

E|I.="' [w] 4457 White Bear Parkway,
Ste B, White Bear, MN 55110
. 651 -426-5254

[=]:

1 info@4seasonsairwbl.com

Your, Local
HIRING
HUB

HUGO TREE CARE

Specializing in
Difficult Removal

651-429-4705

www.hugotree.com
Certified Arborist

€€ We found our
recent hire
from a posting
in the Press. Y
—Patty

Call 651-407-1221

830950




6 THECTIZEN

A\

www.readthecitizen.com

’ 1
= R< ‘

NOVEMBER 12, 2026

HUGO POLICE REPORTS

The Washington County Sheriff's
Office reported the following calls for
service:

« Washington County Sheriff’s
Office deputies conducted a traffic
stop on Rosemary Way and Victor
Hugo Blvd. N. at 8:33 a.m. Sept. 21
and arrested the driver for undis-
closed violations.

« Two juvenile females were report-
ed for fighting at 4:51 p.m. Sept. 21
in the 1000 block of Farnham Ave.
N. No charges were filed.

» Deputies conducted a traffic stop
at 1:17 p.m. Sept. 22 on Forest Blvd.
N. and 130th Street N. and arrest-
ed the driver on warrant.

« A resident in the 1000 block of
Fiona Ave. N. at 5:56 p.m. Sept. 22
reported a vehicle passing by his
house and taking a photo of it. The
complainant then made sure he
was seen taking down the vehicle’s

license plate information to “spook

the driver.” The complainant said
he wanted the incident document-
ed and advised deputies he had
seen the driver before.

A motorist was cited for speeding
and instruction permit violation
at 1:09 a.m. Sept. 24 on Highway
61, just north of 137th St. N., after

deputies pulled the vehicle over for

traveling faster than the posted
speed limit.

Deputies were dispatched out to

a townhome in the 4000 block of
Emmit Drive N at 3:42 p.m. Sept.
24 the garage doors of which were
broken open. On arrival at the
scene, deputies investigated ring
camera footage and interviewed
potential witnesses who didn’t see
how the garage door got smashed
in. Deputies left a voice message
with the homeowners to ensure
they were safe and to try to find
out whether they had smashed
their own garage door.

Deputies conducted a traffic stop
on a driver who failed to stop for a

red light in the 1000 block of Forest

Blvd. N. at 7:55 p.m. Sept. 24. An-
other vehicle received a citation in
the 4000 block of 162nd Way N. for
illegal parking at 9:30 p.m. Sept.
24. A third motorist was cited at
12:28 a.m. Sept. 26 on 147th St. N.
and Foxhill Avenue N. for using
their cellphone while driving.

A burglary was reported at 12:33
p.m. Sept. 26 from the 1000 block of
Fenway Blvd. N.

Deputies promised to conduct
extra patrols in the neighborhood
after a resident in the 6000 block
of 157th Street N. at 8:35 p.m. Sept.
26 reported that someone had been
banging on her door.

- Deputies on patrol stopped with

a group of juveniles past curfew
at 12:12 a.m. Sept. 27 on Highway
61 and Frenchman Road and sent
them home.

Deputies were dispatched out

to a brush fire near Frenchman
Road and Forest Blvd. N. at 12:35
a.m. Sept. 27. A pedestrian had
extinguished the fire prior to the
squad’s arrival.

A motorist on 170th St. N. and For-
est Blvd. N. received a citation at
2:48 a.m. Sept. 27 for speeding and
expired registration after being
pulled over for traveling higher
than the posted speed limit.
Vehicle tampering in the 1000
block of Fairbanks Avenue N. was
reported at 6:09 a.m. Sept. 27.

» The owner of an unlocked pickup
truck in the 1000 block of Europa
Trail Way N. reported items stolen
from it at 7:38 a.m. Sept. 27.
Residents in the 5000 block of 141st
Street N. reported their mailbox
damaged by unknown persons at
8:09 a.m. Sept. 27.

A vehicle parked in the 4000 block
of 129th St. N. was reported tam-
pered with at 9:19 a.m. Sept. 27.
Nothing was reported to be taken,
but the suspect left two card keys
behind.

Another vehicle was reported
tampered with overnight Sept.
26-27, this time in the 4000 block of
129th St. N. Stolen from the vehicle
was cash in the form of coins and
dollar bills.

Burglary of an unoccupied dwell-
ing in the 1000 block of Europa
Trail Way N. was reported at 10:36
a.m. Sept. 27 with several items
stolen.

As part of a rash of motor vehicle
tampering Saturday night, Sept.
26-27, more vehicles were rum-
maged through in the 1000 block
of Europa Trail Way N. with items
stolen, including nothing from the
first vehicle; sunglasses from a
second vehicle; a wallet containing
a driver’s license and credit cards
from a third vehicle and miscella-
neous items from a fourth vehicle.
Clothing that deputies described
as “potential burglary attire” was
reported littered over the front
lawn of a residence in the 4000
block of Europa Trail N. at 12:51
p.m. Sept. 27, the morning after
the Saturday night spree.
Washington County Sheriff’s
Office deputies were dispatched to
a disturbance in the 1000 block of
Glenbrook Ave. at 2:06 p.m. Sept.
27. Deputies identified the errati-
cally acting male outside the home
from a domestic incident the pre-
vious week. Deputies detained the

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH BRIEF

Measles cases in Minnesota hit highest
totalin 36 years

The Minnesota Department of Health
reported 139 measles cases in Minne-
sota for 2026 — the most the state has
seen in a single year since 1990. Health
officials are stressing that now is the
time for people to check their vaccina-
tion status and make sure they are up
to date.

Nearly all of the 2026 cases have been
among people who had not received two
doses of the measles, mumps and ru-
bella (MMR) vaccine, and most of them
(71%) have been children. Over 4,800
cases of measles have been reported in

the United States in 2026, nearly double
the full-year 2025 total of 2,289 cases
according to the Center for Disease
Control.

“The measles, mumps and rubella
vaccine is well-tested, highly effective
and provides long-lasting protection,”
said Dr. Brooke Cunningham, Com-
missioner with the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health. “We strongly advise
anyone who is recommended to receive
the MMR vaccine and has not been
vaccinated to contact their healthcare
provider and get vaccinated now.”

Over the past year, MDH has identi-
fied several clusters of measles cases
from people who traveled within the

male while they investigated the
Order for Protection that had been
recently placed and served. The
protected party was not at home,
so the subject was released.
Vehicle tampering was reported
at 3:10 p.m. Sept. 27 in the 1000
block of Exhall Ave. N. as part

of the rash of vehicle tampering
incidents reported from Saturday
night. Deputies took a follow-up
phone call in the 1000 block of Eu-
ropa Trail from a different victim
of the vehicle tampering incidents
at 6:04 a.m. Sept. 28 to report more
property taken that wasn’t includ-
ed in the original report. Deputies
had plenty of investigating to do
regarding the thefts and followed
up with another of the victims at
7:59 a.m. Sept. 28 in the 1000 block
of Europa Trail.

Deputies were sent out to a busi-
ness in the 5000 block of 120th St.
N. at 6:03 p.m. Sept. 27 for a motor
vehicle hit and run report. They
met with the reporting party and
provided a Washington County
case file number for insurance
purposes.

Occasionally, people call the
WCSO to find out why deputies
were at a neighbor’s residence. At
1:08 a.m. Sept. 28 deputies were
dispatched to a residence in the
4000 block of Empire Drive about a
suspicious person caught on door-
bell camera at a nearby residence.
When deputies reviewed the door-
bell footage, they saw themselves
as suspicious people assisting a
neighbor. Deputies did not ask the
reporter why they didn’t recognize
them, however.

In the Case of Butch Cassidy and
the Sundance Kid, deputies re-
ceived a report about two dogs and
a pig trespassing on their hunting
property near 170th Street and Jef-
frey Avenue at 2:56 p.m. Sept. 28.
After deputies contacted the DNR,
they spoke to the animal owners
and advised them of the complaint
and the potential severity of the
incident. No deer were reported
for trespassing on the hunting
property.

A live hand grenade was report-
ed found at 3:00 p.m. Sept. 29in a
residence in the 9000 block of 170th
Street N. Deputies retrieved the
hand grenade for later disposal.

A resident in the 1000 block of
Finale Ave. N. at 10:27 p.m. Sept.
29 reported that her phone had
been hacked and now someone
had private photos of her. Deputies
discussed possible Harassment
Restraining Order solutions and
advised her to block that person.

United States. Due to the historic
amount of confirmed Measles cases,
health officials expect Minnesota to see
more cases in the coming weeks and
months. Measles is extremely conta-
gious and a single introduction into a
community with low vaccination cover-
age can quickly lead to outbreaks.
Vaccination rates dropped during
the COVID-19 pandemic and have not
rebounded to prior levels. This leaves
many people, especially children,
vulnerable. Vaccination not only pro-
tects but the vaccinated, but also helps
protect those who can’t get vaccinated
due to age, pregnancy or medical con-
ditions.

- A motorist was arrested for DWI at
2:36 a.m. Sept. 30 in the 1000 block
of Forest Blvd. N., after deputies
responded to the scene of a distur-
bance.

A person of undisclosed identity
was arrested for passing a fraudu-
lent check at 10:54 a.m. Sept. 30 in
the 1000 block of Flay Ave.

A motorist was cited at 4:25 p.m.
Sept. 30 in the 1000 block of Forest
Blvd. N. for using the turn lane

of an intersection to pass another
vehicle near to signs prohibiting
such violations were posted.

A business in the 1000 block of Vic-
tor Hugo Blvd. N. at 8:43 a.m. Oct.
1 reported the same person for
shoplifting that day as well as the
day before. After the suspect was
later identified, deputies mailed
that person a citation and trespass
notice.

A Hugo resident at 2:38 p.m. Oct.

1 reported that she had thrown
her old license plates away, only
to receive a letter from the Kansas
Turnpike about an unpaid toll.
The complainant told deputies she
would be writing a letter to the
Kansas Turnpike authorities.

A mom driving her child in the
1000 block of Forest Blvd. N. was
cited at 4:17 p.m. Oct. 1 for fail-

ure to buckle her child in or even
secure her in a booster seat due

to the child’s age. The traffic stop
was made due to the vehicle not
having a front license plate, later
startling deputies to see the child
loose in the moving vehicle.
Deputies issued a citation to a
motorist at 9:12 p.m. Oct. 1 on 170th
St. N. and Henna Avenue N. for
possessing cannabis in an open
container, following a traffic stop
for no front license plate.

Two delivered packages were
reported stolen at 9:00 p.m. Oct. 2
from a residence in the 4000 block
of Rosemary Way.

Deputies received a report from
Falcon Avenue and 124th St. of
vehicles racing on the streets at
9:21 p.m. Oct. 2. Deputies followed
up and were unable to locate the
vehicles in the area, most likely
after they had quickly exited the
area, leaving deputies far behind.
A juvenile was reported for ring-
ing a doorbell in the 4000 block of
162nd St. and running away at 4:09
p.m. Oct. 3. After deputies spoke
to the complainant, they identified
the juvenile and spoke with her
and her mother before clearing the
scene.

Loretta Harding

MDH encourages residents to check
their immunization records to con-
firm that they and their children have
received the MMR vaccine. Those with
questions about vaccinations or who
want to get vaccinated, please contact
your regular healthcare provider. If
you do not have a regular provider, oth-
er options include local health depart-
ments or community health boards,
pharmacies or retail locations.

For more information, visit www.
health.state.mn.us/diseases/measles/
index.html.
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Brothers sentenced for armed robbery in
cryptocurrency kidnapping case

United States Attorney Daniel N.
Rosen recently announced that Ray-
mond Christian Garcia and Isiah
Angelo Garcia, both of Waller, Texas,
were sentenced to 180 months and
186 months in prison respectively, for
their roles in a September 2025 armed
robbery and kidnapping of a family in
Grant.

The Garcia brothers were sentenced
on Oct. 29, 2026, and both previously
pleaded guilty on June 18, 2026.

According to court documents, on
Sept. 19, 2025, Raymond and Isiah
Garcia kidnapped Victim 1 and his
family in their home at gunpoint.
They ziptied the family, held them
at gunpoint for over nine hours, and
demanded access to Victim 1’s cryp-
tocurrency accounts. When Victim 1
did not transfer the expected amount
of cryptocurrency, the brothers forced
Victim 1 to drive Isiah Garcia to the
family’s cabin in upstate Minneso-
ta. There, Garcia forced Victim 1 to
retrieve additional cryptocurrency

storage devices and transfer the funds.

The defendants ultimately compelled
Victim 1 to transfer more than $8 mil-
lion in cryptocurrency. The brothers
fled the area after the victim’s son
called 911, and law enforcement later

WASHINGTON COUNTY BRIEFS

www.readthecitizen.com

identified and arrested them near
Houston, Texas.

“The Garcia brothers committed a
brazen and calculated act of violence
against the victim and his family. My
office will continue to pursue those
who use intimidation and threats to
exploit victims, no matter where they
flee,” said United States Attorney Dan-
iel N. Rosen.

“Raymond and Isiah Garcia violat-
ed the sanctity of a home, abducted a
victim, terrorized a family at gunpoint
for hours, and disrupted an entire
community in a brazen act of violence
and greed,” said FBI Minneapolis
Field Office Special Agent in Charge
Christopher D. Dotson. “The defen-
dants’ acts were targeted, deliberate,
and extremely violent. Crimes like
this have real and lasting impacts on
victims and entire communities. The
FBI and our law enforcement partners
will act immediately and unrelenting-
ly to protect our community and bring
violent offenders to justice. I hope that
today’s sentence is an important step
toward healing for the victims as they
recover from these events.”

This case was the result of an inves-
tigation conducted by the FBI and the
Washington County Sheriff’s Office.

United States Attorney’s Office

Drivers urged to watch for deer on Minne-
sota roads during fall peak

Deer-vehicle crashes peak from
October to early December, leading
the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources to take precautions state-
wide. Drivers and motorcyclists can
take precautions to reduce the risk of
a collision, especially during the eve-
ning hours when deer are most active.

Drivers should always wear seat
belts, travel at safe speeds and use
high beams at night when possible,
particularly in areas where deer are
common. Deer are often found near
forested areas and along roads that
separate agricultural fields from
wooded land. From dusk to dawn, mo-
torists should watch for the reflection
of deer eyes and silhouettes along the
roadside and slow down if anything
appears suspicious.

Deer can behave unpredictably.
They may stop in the road, cross and
then turn back, or move toward an ap-
proaching vehicle. Honking the horn
may encourage a deer to leave the
road. If it remains in the roadway, stop
and wait rather than attempting to
drive around it. Officials also caution
drivers not to swerve to avoid a deer,
as doing so can cause a vehicle to leave
the road or enter oncoming traffic.
Deer whistles and fences should not be

relied upon to prevent collisions.

If a deer is struck but remains alive,
keep your distance. The animal may
recover and move away. If it remains
in the area or presents a public safety
risk, contact a Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources conservation
officer or local law enforcement.

Motorcyclists face particular danger
in deer collisions. Avoiding nighttime
and low-light riding can reduce expo-
sure to risk. If a deer appears, use both
brakes for maximum braking, keep
your head and eyes up, and focus on
maintaining control of the motorcycle.
If a collision appears unavoidable and
there is sufficient room to maneuver
without leaving the road, brake firmly
and attempt an evasive maneuver only
when it can be done safely. Full-face
helmets and protective riding gear can
help reduce injuries, while high-visi-
bility clothing can make riders easier
for other motorists to see.

Minnesota residents may also claim
aroad-killed deer by contacting a
law enforcement officer to obtain an
authorization permit allowing lawful
possession of the animal. For more
information, visit https://dps.mn.gov/
divisions/ots/safe-driving-informa-
tion-and-laws/driver-and-passen-
ger-safety/deer-vehicle-safety.

County receives $1.2 million grant for Hardwood Creek
Regional Trail extension

The Washington County Board of Commissioners
has approved a $1,244,000 grant from the state of Min-
nesota’s Environment and Natural Resources Trust
Fund. The grant will fund the design and construc-
tion of a one-mile extension of the Hardwood Creek
Regional Trail from 130th Street to 120th Street in
Hugo. The Hardwood Creek Regional Trail is a north-
south multiuse trail in northwestern Washington
County. It runs 11 miles along former railroad right-
of-way from the Washington/Chisago County line
in Forest Lake to 130th Street in Hugo. The one-mile
gap between 130th Street and 120th Street remains
because that section of rail line is still active.

The trail is part of a larger regional network. It con-
nects to Anoka County’s Central Anoka County Re-
gional Trail to the west and Chisago County’s Sunrise

Prairie Regional Trail to the north. Once complete,
it will also link to Ramsey County’s Bruce Vento
Regional Trail to the south, giving trail users more
than 40 miles of continuous, dedicated trail between
downtown St. Paul and downtown North Branch.
The county applied for this grant funding in March
2025 through the Legislative-Citizen Commission on
Minnesota Resources. The LCCMR reviews proposals
for projects that protect, conserve, and enhance Min-
nesota’s natural resources and recommends ENRTF
funding to the Legislature. About $103 million was
available for fiscal year 2027.

County Board approves grant for traffic enforcement
The Washington County Board of Commissioners
approved a $63,100 grant from the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Public Safety’s Office of Traffic Safety. The
funding is part of the 2027 Enforcement Grant Pro-

gram, which promotes safety for those who use public
roadways. The grant, awarded for the period of Oct.
23, 2026, through Sept. 30, 2027, provides reimburse-
ment for overtime costs associated with enforcement
of the following violations: impaired driving, pedestri-
an, seat belt, speed, distracted driving and move-over
laws.

Sheriff’s office receives donation from Joshua’s Hope
for Drug Task Force

The sheriff's office received a $5,000 donation from
Joshua’s Hope to support the narcotics unit. Josh-
ua’s Hope is an organization started by the Greene
family, whose family member, Joshua, died from
fentanyl poisoning in 2022. The funds will be used to
purchase law enforcement equipment for the sheriff’s
office narcotics unit.
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FROM PAGE 1

At the age of 17, Saniti, with permis-
sion from his father, enlisted in the
Army National Guard on Valentine’s
Day in 2001.

“I was one
of those kids
that grew up
pretending to
be a soldier.

I’'d be up late
in the middle
of the night
just on watch,
on guard,” he
recalled. He
says his time
in Boy Scouts
is likely what
influenced him
to go into the
military

“Ilike helping
people. I have
that in me to do civil service, so it was
either going to be law enforcement or
military for me,” he said.

Saniti served in the military from
2001 to 2008. During that time, he was
deployed for Operation Enduring Free-
dom in Italy and then Turkey in 2003
and 2004. He was then deployed to Iraq
for Operation Iraqi Freedom from 2005
t0 2007.

Michael Saniti with his
service dog, Beacon.

A new battlefield

After deployment, Saniti says he
struggled to adjust to civilian life.

“To transition from soldier in combat
to civilian in society, you have to get
rid of a lot of things that you've learned
that kept you alive in combat that are
not necessary anymore to keep you

www.readthecitizen.com

BEYOND THE BATTLEFIELD: A Hugo veteran's journey toward healing

alive in society,” Saniti explained.
“You’re still trying to survive because
I did survive and some of my fellow
soldiers didn't make it back ... There is
a certain level of fear you hold onto.”

He struggled with the lack of struc-
ture when he returned and found it
very difficult to keep a job. Whereas
some soldiers choose to stay silent
about their battles, Saniti chose to
speak out about the fact that he was
struggling.

At a debriefing after he returned from
deployment, a sergeant encouraged the
soldiers to not say much about what
they had been through so they would
not get flagged and be prevented from
future promotions or opportunities.

“He was right. I got flagged, but I
got help,” Saniti said. “I didn’t have to
suffer in silence and deal with what I
was dealing with without support from
fellow veterans who had been in my
shoes before.”

Saniti was officially diagnosed with
post-traumatic stress disorder in 2012.
Heis rated permanently and totally
disabled (P&T) by the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

Advice for other veterans

“I attribute where I'm at today to the
Minneapolis VA and my VA job coach
for not giving up on me, because at one
point I was deemed almost unemploy-
able,” Saniti said.

Thanks to medications, therapies, a
service dog named Beacon and other
resources, Saniti is doing very well. He
currently works at Frattalone’s Lawn
and Garden in White Bear Lake, where
he was promoted to team lead. He also
credits organizations like the Hugo

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

Michael (left) is pictured with his wife, Sara (right), and four children - Mikey Jr., Giovanni,
Adrianna and Anthony. Saniti is the runner-up for the 2026 Minneapolis VA Veteran of the

Year.

Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Network,
Invisible Wounds Project and Wound-
ed Warrior Project. In fact, the Hugo
BTYRN is the reason he decided to buy
a home and stay in Hugo.

“The support group I have in the com-
munity is awesome,” he said.

“The biggest thing I could tell any vet-
eran is just tell your own story because
you lived it,” he said. “Get help. Talk,
because talking is what saved me.”

Saniti encourages all veterans to talk
about what they have been through and
follow through with all the VA’s recom-

mendations for care, including therapy.
“It helps you to process what you have
experienced and where you are going
to go from there,” Saniti said. “Do you
want to move forward, or do you want
to dwell on the past and stuff you can’t
change? Because I can't change what
I've done. I can't change the guys we've
lost. But I can help my fellow veterans
moving forward with my experiences.”

Managing Editor Shannon Granholm
can be reached at 651-407-1227 or citizen-
news@presspubs.com.

VETERANS DAY BRIEFS

Veterans benefits guide launches on Veterans Day

Veterans can access a free, online guide for nav-
igating federal, state and local benefits starting on
Veterans Day, Wednesday, Nov. 11.

Veteran Benefits GPS was created by Casey Rose,
a service-disabled veteran who deployed to Iraq. The
guide directs veterans, spouses and caregivers to
official U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs webpag-
es, applicable forms and accredited Veterans Service
Organization representatives who can provide free
assistance.

Users answer a few brief questions to find infor-
mation relevant to their situation. The guide covers
10 benefit areas and includes state and local benefits
alongside federal programs. It works on smart-
phones without requiring an app download or login.

According to Rose, the tool does not collect users’
names, VA file numbers or disability ratings, nor

use artificial intelligence. It is intended as a navi-
gation resource, not a replacement for VA.gov. The
guide does not file claims or provide legal advice
and is not affiliated with the VA.

“VA.gov is the official source, and I am not trying
to replace it,” Rose said. “The official pages are the
destination. This is the map.”

Rose served in the Kentucky National Guard from
2007 to 2013 and deployed to Iraq in 2011 as a mil-
itary police team leader and convoy vehicle com-
mander. He said the idea for the guide began in 2012
while helping other veterans navigate education
benefits at Southeastern Illinois College.

Veteran Benefits GPS is operated as a for-profit
I1linois company, but the guide is free for veterans.
Rose says it is funded through business sponsor-
ships and voluntary public support.

Veterans and those helping them can access the

Tuition Special

Save $300 on Tuition when
enrolling at Apple Academy
$50 OFF for 6 weeks after the
12th week of enroliment *

ApplefAcademy;
providesisafeifun;iand
wory-freelchildicare:

Visitifapplecw/comfor{calliforituitionfspecials

LENNOX

Saving never
felt so good.

Up To $1,550 in
Lennox Rebates”

12 or 18 Month
Financing

Up to $3,050 in
Local Utility Rebates

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL: $148 Furnace or Air Conditioner

safety and operation check.
$59 for each additional piece checked while there. Consumables are additional.

www.4seasonsairwbl.com

651-426-5254
4457 White Bear Pkwy, Ste. B, White Bear Lake, MN 55110

“See dealer for details.
©2026 Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

869708

guide at vbgps.org beginning at 11:11 a.m. Eastern
time on Now. 11.

White Bear Center for the Arts hosts veterans wheel
throwing

As a thank you to veterans, White Bear Center
for the Arts is offering a pottery class. Join teach-
ing artist and fellow veteran Rob Lieder in the clay
studio and give the pottery wheel a try from 6 to 8:30
p.m. Thursdays Nov. 12 and 19.

During the first session, you’ll learn the basics
of wheel throwing and create simple forms such as
cups or bowls. Come back the following week to trim
and decorate your pieces, with the option to add
military-inspired details to your designs. For more
information, or to register, visit www.whitebeararts.
org/inspire-events/75535.

869713
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‘HELLO, DOLLY?’: White Bear Lake Area High School musical opens Nov. 13

FROM PAGE 1

Both the characters of Dolly and Horace are widow-
ers and much older than high schoolers, which means
the actors needed to find other ways to connect to
their roles.

Ironically, for senior Ethan Kinsella, who plays
Horace, that meant connecting to his past. When
Kinsella was younger, he frequently watched the film
adaptation of “Hello, Dolly!” starring Barbara Strei-
sand. Kinsella is also a fan of actor Gavin Creel, who
was part of the 2017 Broadway revival of the show.

While Kinsella took inspiration from the notable
performances of the past, he expressed that he knows
better than to try to copy those examples. Kinsella’s
angle, then, is to play the straight man reacting to all
the other characters’ antics.

“I'm trying to do this new stylization of Horace,
who’s meant to be this crazy older guy. I'm (playing
him like) he feels like he’s the only normal person in
this world full of crazy people,” Kinsella said before
pausing, “which is probably what a crazy person
would think.”

Hilden, who has never been married, much less
widowed, connected with her character’s desire to put
herselflast.

“Dolly puts everybody else before herself because,
you know, matchmaker and everything ...

I'm a people pleaser, and I make sure that my
friends are doing okay, my family's doing okay, which
can be a bad habit,” Hilden said. “As we get deeper
into the musical, Dolly realizes, ‘Hold on. What about
me? I am a person too, and I deserve love.”

As far as inspiration, Hilden looked to Streisand’s
1969 portrayal as well as numerous Broadway por-
trayals, but she also borrowed from more recent
media, like the Amazon Prime series “The Marvelous
Mrs. Maisel,” so that her performance would feel
fresh.

Meanwhile, senior Jeffrey Keenen, who plays
Cornelius Hackl, Horace’s chief clerk, did not have
the challenge of playing an older person. Instead, his
obstacle was the amount of Golden-Age-musical danc-
ing when his previous experience had been with more
modern shows, like “Legally Blonde.”

“It’s heavier and harder, in my opinion. There are
a lot of ensemble features,” Keenen said. “But it’s
definitely been doable. Being able to challenge myself
with that has definitely brought the show to a better
area.”

Keenen credits his progress to the show’s choreog-

Senior Jeffrey Keenen, center right, plays Cornelius Hackl, a
chief clerk to “well-known, unmarried, half-a-millionaire”
Horace Vandergelder.

LIABILITY DISCLAIMER INDEMNIFICATION:

The Newspaper shall not be liable for slight changes or
typographical errors that do not lessen the value of the
advertisement. The Newspaper shall not be liable or
responsible for any error in any advertisement except
to give the Advertiser credit for so much of the space
occupied by the advertisement as is materially affected
by the error; credit shall be by refund or republication
of the advertisement at the election of the Newspaper.
Such credit shall not be given for more than one incorrect
insertion unless the Publisher is notified in writing of
the error before the repetition of the insertion. When the
Advertiser wishes to correct or change copy submitted as
a "proof," the Newspaper shall not be liable for the changes
or corrections unless they are received by the Newspaper
within a reasonable length of time before the deadline for
publication. If an advertisement is requested to run after
copy deadline, the Newspaper will not honor an adjustment
request if an error occurs. No specific page or position shall
be guaranteed. The Advertiser or Agency shall indemnify
the Newspaper for any attorney 's fees incurred in defending
against claims, pay any judgments against the Newspaper,
and pay associated expenses and losses that are caused by the
publication of any advertisement submitted by or published
atthedirection of the Advertiser or Agency, including claims
for libel, copyright infringement, and invasion of privacy.

PHOTOS BY PAULDOLS | PRESS PUBLICATIONS

The cast puts on their Sunday clothes for one of the ensemble numbers. Director Wendy Suoja said that a cutting-edge space
like the Performing Arts Center allowed her to rethink production elements for the midcentury musical.

Senior Rio Hilden, pictured center, plays Dolly Levi, a widowed matchmaker who falls back in love with life.

rapher, Tegan Jones Newkirk, who previously worked
on the school’s production of “Dear Evan Hansen.”

A task Suoja needed to wrangle for the show was
making a musical from the 1960s wow audiences
in the new Performing Arts Center. While no fairy
godmother will be flown this year, Suoja and the tech
crew will be taking advantage of the space in other
ways.

“Even though this is a Golden Age show, we're
adding a video wall to it, so we've got some video
projections that we're using,” said Suoja. “We're flying
multiple sets pieces, like windows and walls and
signs, and then also the scenic backdrops that were
utilizing. We've never done anything like that.”

What’s been easy about the show has been spread-
ing its feel-good message.

“In today’s age, there’s always some negativity going
on,” said Keenen. “I hope that (audiences) are able to
take away the kindness that Dolly’s able to send ev-
eryone. She’s able to help everyone instead of bringing
others down.”

“There’s a song in the show called ‘Dancing,
Hilden added. “Everyone is so happy to be together
and so happy to be dancing and so happy to be out at

993

Scan for this week’s specials!

4630 Centerville Rd, White Bear Lake | 651-653-0000 i

this parade. And all these things, and I feel like people
could definitely take something away from that. Like,
just have fun.

Just like enjoy your life and enjoy the people around
you.”

IFYOU GO

What: “Hello, Dolly!”

When: 7 p.m. Nov. 13, 14, 19, 20 and 21; 2 p.m.
Nov. 14

Where: White Bear Lake Area High School
Performing Arts Center, Door A, 5040 Division
Ave.

Contact: sites.google.com/isd624.org/musi-
cal-theatre/season-tickets

PIES FOR THANKSGIVING

Apple, Pumpkin, Mincemeat,
Strawberry-Rhubarb, Dutch
Apple, Apple-Pecan Pies...
from Pine Tree’s own recipes.

Call ahead to
reserve your pies
OPEN DAILY
651-429-7202

Coming soon — holiday gift ideas and seasonal hours
North of White Bear Lake off E. Hwy. 96, on Apple Orchard Road

Open Daily | 651-429-7202 | www.pinetreeappleorchard.com



10  tHeCmizen

NOVEMBER 12,2026

CENTERVILLETIDBITS

www.readthecitizen.com

» The Centerville City Council has ap-
proved the refuse and recycling three-
year contract extension with Republic
Services, who will take over the billing
responsibilities. Services include
garbage collection in various contain-
er sizes, appliance collection, yard
waste collection, bulk waste collection,
recycling and construction debris
collection. There will be an increase in
service fees across the board in each of
the three upcoming years.

» Each year the city receives funding
from Anoka County for its Residential
Recycling Program. This year, city
staff is requesting funding in the total
amount of $35,588. The allocation for
2027 consists of $10,550 for base fund-
ing; $10,161 for enhancement funding;
$8,876 for labor and staffing costs and
$6,000 for supplemental funding.

« CenterPoint Energy and Michels
Utilities have started a natural gas line
project in Centerville to supply services
to new developments in Lino Lakes and
make retrofitted connections to ser-
vices on the south side of 20th Avenue
to Gateway Circle. Due to recent road
construction, the Public Works Depart-
ment doesn’t know where some of the
existing underground connecting pipes
are located.

City staff requested council to allow
cleaning and televising of these lines to
obtain recorded data for future locating
and have the work completed before the
contractors get to 20th Ave. S. Coun-
cil authorized staff to contract with
American Environmental to clean and
televise approximately 3,600 feet of sani-
tary sewer infrastructure under 20th
Ave. in an amount not to exceed $13,500.

« Last June, council approved a
feasibility study of Well #3 to be con-
ducted by WSB. The study was paid for
through the Water Fund. Centerville
has an aging well-related infrastruc-
ture and is impacted by the White Bear
Lake five-mile groundwater manage-
ment zone. The city is exploring the
possibility of a third well to ensure
water supply reliability, as well as
water quality. A third well would also
increase firefighting capacity.

WSB’s study recommended Laurie
LaMotte Park as the first option for the
third well, compared with two other
options — at the Hunters Crossing
Trail or on Main Street/Centerville
Road. The estimated total project cost
stands at $1.7 million, with an alternate
addition of an emergency generator for
$126,000. The city is scheduled to select
a site for Well #3 in November, with the
bidding process due to begin during
summer 2027 and a contract awarded
next September. Construction is expect-
ed to take place from October 2027 to
July 2028.

- LaMotte Memorial Park received
refurbishment including new ice
hockey rinks, and also removed some
playground equipment that is now un-
suitable for reuse in another city park.
However, other parts of the playground
equipment may still be salvageable.
City staff asked council to declare the
removed playground equipment as
surplus property to be offered for sale
through an electronic process autho-
rized by state statute. The city doesn’t
expect to receive very much money but
hopes to avoid having to pay for dispos-
al of the equipment, City Administrator
Athanasia Lewis said. The value of the
playground equipment is estimated to
be less than $25,000.

« Every year the city must send its
snowplow trucks in for routine in-
spection, and this year’s repairs are
higher than normal at $6,802, Lewis
said. Because the expense is greater
than $5,000, city staff must bring this
item to council for approval. Council
authorized the repairs to the exhaust
and front brake systems for the 2007
Sterling 1.8500 truck in the amount of
$6,802 to be paid for from the Replace-
ment Fund.

« A developer, Element Design-Build
has submitted a concept plan for a
mixed-use development for Block 7 on
1.6 acres and has requested input from
council on the plan before they submit
their formal concept plan for further
review. At a pre-meeting workshop,
council heard a presentation of the
development and provided input. The
developer is proposing a project that
includes 15 new homes in three differ-
ent categories with approximately 9.3
homes per acre. The 15 homes include
six townhomes along Centerville Road,
five two-story homes on Sorel Street
and four 1.5-story homes on Heritage
Street. A coffee shop with a residential
loft above it is proposed to be located at
Centerville Road and Sorel Street with
a patio to the south and garden seating
to the west.

« For the past year, representatives
from the University of Minnesota
Empowering Small Minnesota Cities
Project have been working with the
city on a shared vision for downtown by
re-imagining the public realm, which
includes rights-of-way and other public
property along Centerville Road and
Main Street corridors. A volunteer
advisory board of residents and com-
munity stakeholders has provided input
on strategies to increase safety, im-
prove pedestrian and bicycle facilities,
improve green infrastructure and open
space and other amenities. The project
was completed through the University
of Minnesota ESMC grant program.

« The city council has finalized its
2026-2028 goals, and staff requested that
council formally adopt those goals. The
council goals are split into three parts:

- Organizational resilience - to
strengthen the city’s ability to
adapt to and recover from change
while planning responsibly and
sustaining operations.

- Fiscal sustainability — to main-

tain long-term fiscal stability

through responsible financial
planning, budgeting and revenue
generation.

- City infrastructure — to maintain

software equipment, underground

infrastructure, parks transpor-
tation, water, sewer and storm
water services and to deliver the
last three items effectively while
ensuring community resilience
and emergency preparedness.

« In her report, Lewis noted that the
city is upgrading to a new utility billing
system, aimed at bringing citizens
an improved online experience and
reliable service. Citizens are advised
to watch the November mail for their
paper bill, which will include instruc-
tions on setting up their new online
account, configuring future payments
and completing the transition.

» The League of Minnesota Cities
Mayor for a Day Essay Contest has
returned. Fourth, fifth, sixth graders
are invited to share their biggest ideas
about: “What would you do if you were
mayor for a day?” At stake is a chance
to win $100 and recognition in Min-
nesota Cities Magazine. The deadline
for submission is Dec. 11. Students
and parents/guardians may submit
essays through an online form, a PDF
email attachment, or through the mail.
Essays may be submitted at: www.lmc.
org/about/mayor-for-a-day-essay-con-
test/.

» Due to the holidays, it has become
traditional for council to cancel its
second meetings in November and
December. City staff will add a work
session prior to the Nov. 12 and Dec. 10
meetings while keeping with tradition
by cancelling those second meetings in
November and December.

The council next meets at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 12, at City Hall, 1880
Main St.

Loretta Harding

HUGO BITS & PIECES

- Jordan Fahey has resigned from
the Planning Commission due to mov-
ing outside of the city of Hugo, accord-
ing to her resignation letter.

» Ducks Unlimited Coon Rapids
Chapter 187 plans to hold raffles at
an event on Friday, Jan. 22 at the
Hugo American Legion. Now that the
city council has approved the lawful
gambling exempt permit, the Minne-
sota Gambling Control Board needs to
approve the permit.

« The city recently completed annu-
al performance reviews for Fire Chief
Jim Compton Jr. and public works
worker Kraig Pettee.

* Cee Jays, Inc. (doing business as
Hugo Auto Parts) has applied for the
biannual renewal of their auto dis-
mantling license. As a requirement
of the license, city staff conducted the
annual inspection and found it to be
in compliance with City Code as well
as Washington County regulations.
The license was approved for the busi-
ness, which is located at 16615 Forest
Blvd.

« The city council has authorized
city staff to move forward with a feasi-
bility study for the Heritage Parkway
street project. According to the city’s

capital improvement plan, the project
is slated for 2028. However, if the city
is not successful in securing bridge
funding for the Fable Hills bridge
replacement project, the Fable Hills
street project will be delayed, and

the Heritage Parkway project could
be moved up to the 2027 construction
season.

“This will allow us to change course
if needed,” explained City Engineer
Mark Erichson. “We want to get a
start just in case we need to change
gears and switch projects. We want
to make sure we do have a project
moving forward next year one way or
another.”

« The council recently met in closed
session Pursuant to Minn. Stat. 13D.05
Subd. 3(b) to discuss the ruling of the
administrative law judge in re to the
matter of amendments to various wa-
ter appropriation permits. City Attor-
ney Dave Snyder update the council on
the administrative law judge’s ruling,
and no decisions were made.

The next city council meeting will be
at 7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 16 at city hall.

Shannon Granholm

GOOGLE MAPS | CONTRIBUTED
If the Fable Hill street and bridge project is postponed due to lack of funding, the city
plans to do Heritage Parkway in 2027 instead.

.SCANDIA CLINIC

Powered by Osceola Medical Center

Visit with our clinicians, meet local health
resources, and even complete your annual
Medicare Wellness Visit (if you're due)!

Free event for elders (65+) who want to get the most out of Medicare.

SCANDIA CLINIC - DEC 03 - BAM-5PM
SIGN UP NOW!

CALL 715-294-5680 OR SCAN THE QR
to schedule your one-hour time slot!
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Cars Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Miscellaneous Boutiques  Boutiques Boutiques
PRESS PUBLICATIONS IS SEEKING A P oy " SAPESTEP NORTH
Do You enjoy read-  Tub. Comprehensive ANNUAL CRAFT SALE
_ ing? Do You love this lifetime warranty. Top-
PART Tl M E community? Have  of-the-line installation & OPEN HOUSE

2018 Subaru Fore<*
Limted 73,000 ~
Newer Ti~ ory
Heat~ %O\)" Seats.
a very Clean
.,500. Call Jim
612/366*7801

ACURA RSX 2006 ex-
cellent Cond. 75M
orginal miles. No acci-
dents, 1 owner.
$8,600. 612*212*3296

150

Help Wanted

PART-TIME COPY
EDITOR/WRITER
WANTED: SEEKING
A DETAIL-ORIENTED
COPY EDITOR/WRIT-
ER WITH STRONG
GRAMMER, PROOF-
READING AND
WRITING SKILLLS.
MUST BE KNOWL-
EDGEABLE AND
FAMILLER WITH AP
STYLE AND ABLE TO
PRODUCE CLEAN,
ACCURATE, ENGAG-
ING COPY ON DEAD-
LINE. JOURNALISM
OR NEWSROOM EX-
PERIENCE PRE-
FERRED. PART-
TIME, FLEXIBLE
HOURS. IN OFFICE
MONDAYS AND FRI-
DAYS, REMOTE
OTHER DAYS. SEND
RESUME TO MAR-
KETING@-
PRESSPUBS.COM

Looking for a person
who is not afraid of
making sales on the
telephone. If you are
friendly by nature and
have no problem talk-
ing to people, I am
looking for someone
to work in our classi-
fied department. Must
have basic computer
skills and likes to work
in a friendly atmo-
sphere. Please call
Press Publications at
651-407-1213

PRESS
PUBLICATIONS
IS SEEKING A
CLASSIFIEDS
DEPARTMENT
EMPLOYEE

Looking for a
person who is
not afraid of the
telephone. If
you are friendly
by nature and
have no problem
talking to people,
| am looking for
someone to work
in our classified
department.
Must have basic
computer skills
and likes to work
in a friendly
atmosphere.
Please call Press
Publications at
651-407-1213

Proof Reader

Do you enjoy reading? Do you love this
community? Have people told you that you have
a knack for catching typos, grammar, spelling
and other mistakes? The local newspaper is
looking for somebody to help out 7-10 hours a
week to make sure the pages of the Press are
fresh, clean and accurate. Part-time, flexible
hours. In office Mondays and Fridays, remote
other days. Pay range $16 - $19. Send resume to
whitebearnews@presspubs.com.

PRESS PUBLICATIONS IS SEEKING A

PART-TIME
COPY EDITOR/
WRITER

Press Publications in
White Bear Lake is seeking
a detail-oriented copy editor/
writer with strong grammar,
proof reading, editing
and writing skills.

Must be knowledgeable
and familiar with AP style
and able to produce clean,

accurate, engaging
copy on deadline.

Part-time, flexible hours. In
office Mondays and Fridays,
remote other days.

Pay range $16 - $19.

Send resume to
whitebearnews@presspubs.com
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people told you that
you have a knack for
catching typos, gram-
mer, spelling and oth-
er mistakes? The local
newspaper is looking
for somebody to help
out 7-10 hours a week
to make sure the
pages of the Press are
fresh, clean and accu-
rate. Send resume to
whitebearnews @-
presspubs.com

157
Part Time

Otto Hollaus Is Hiring
Ski Instructors.  No
Teaching Experience
Necessary.  Contact
ohollaus @gmail.com

358
Firewood

2 yr Dry Oak 8'x4x16'
$160. dl 651/900*3094

and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE
shower package and
$1,600 off for a limited
time! Call today! Fi-
nancing available. Call
Safe Step
833/*966*3882

369

Want to Buy

WANTED: ALL 1970S
MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled
or not. Will pick up.
Cash in exchange.
Sell now before prices
fall. Call Dan at
612/*720*2142

Briarcliff Apartments — A vibrant 55+ Community
Looking for the perfect one-of-a-kind holiday gift, a
rare collectible, or a fresh stash of crafting supplies?

WHEN: Saturday, November 14th, 2026

TIME: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

WHERE: 115 East Ave, Mahtomedi, MN 55115

« For the Creator: Hundreds of craft supplies.
« For the Collector: Vintage items, collectibles,
and household gems.

FEATURING:

» Handmade & Unique: Homemade soaps, Scentsy,

and one-of-a-kind gifts.

BONUS: Enjoy complimentary
refreshments and while you're
here, take a tour to see for yourself
why Briarcliff Apartments was
voted Best of 2026!

Seas.MixHrdwd $320
Crd+del 651/674*0921

362

Miscellaneous

DONT LET THE
STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover
the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles
on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or
wants to regain ac-
cess to their entire
home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 866/852*5506

WE BUY HOUSES for
cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any

condition. Easy three

step process: Call, get
cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by

calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 844/*978*0683

Pet Services

GET DISH SATEL-
LITE TV + INTERNET!
Free install, free HD-
DVR upgrade, 80,000
on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to
$600 In gift cards. Call
today! 855/*562*4309

We Buy Vinyl Records
Lps, 45s, Stereo Equip
We make house calls

by appointment.
White Bear Lake
Records
4775 Banning Ave, WBL
wblrecords.com
651/224-4947

Personal Touch Pet Grooming
“When Quality and Service Matter”

Dial 711 for Relay Assistance

Deb Molin
Certified Master Groomer
200 Marian Ct., Circle Pines, MN 55014

Since
1989

763 784-4833
TDD 784-0662

451

Rentals/
Commercial

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY, all
real estate advertising
in this newspaper is

subject to the Fair
Housing Act which
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any prefer-

ence, limitation or dis-
crimination based on
race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national ori-
gin, or an intention, to
make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination.” Familial
status includes chil-
dren under the age of
18 living with parents
or legal custodians;
pregnant women and
people securing cus-
tody of children under
18. This newspaper
will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
Our readers are here-
by informed that all
dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are
available on an equal
opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll
free: 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free number
for hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

452
Rentals/
Residential

HUGO 1 Bedroom
with Garage
$840/month No Pets
No Smoking
651/260*6546

NO MORE CLEAN-
ING OUT GUTTERS
Guaranteed! LeafFilter
is backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty.
Call today
888/755*5761 to
schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obli-
gation estimate. Get
15% off your entire or-
der. Plus, Military &
Seniors get an addi-
tional 10% off. Limited
time only. Restrictions
apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and
offer details.

REPAIRING OR RE-
PLACING APPLI-
ANCES and home
systems like heating
and cooling can be
costly. A home war-
ranty plan can help.
Start saving and get
30% off any plan to-
day. Workmanship
Guarantee included.
Terms apply. Call
Cinch Home Services
855/887*4521
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ARTILLERY
BARRACKS
BATTALION
CAMOUFLAGE
COALITION
COMMANDEER

DEPLOYMENT
FORTIFICATION
GARRISON
INFANTRY
LIEUTENANT
LOGISTICS

MANEUVER
ORDNANCE
PROTOCOL
RECONNAISSANCE
REGIMENT
SKIRMISH

SQUADRON
STRATEGY
TACTICS
UNIFORM
VANGUARD
VETERAN
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Meet Your Specialist

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Living Colors Painting

Honest Work for Honest Pay 612-394-8978

651-270-7360

Reasonable Rates

Richard, the owner of Living Colors Painting, was born in
-all jokes and laughs are free

Marshall, MN. His family moved around quite a bit until

they settled down in Woodbury, MN. It was there where

he graduated high school and started his first painting job.
Being passionate about art, painting came natural to him
and was a way he could express his love for art with others.
As a young adult, he moved around the United States and
even spent 5 years in O'ahu, Hawaii painting. Then he moved
back to Minnesota where he now lives in White Bear Lake.
He has been painting for over 35 years and enjoys painting
for local customers. He also loves pets, particularly dogs
and cats, and has been known to bring treats along with
him to jobs. In his free time, he loves to hike, travel to Hawaii,
garden, and collect rocks and crystals.

Servicing All Major Appliance Brands
Major Credit Cards Accepted

AUTO SERVICE

« Auto Repair - Oil Lube & Filter Service
20years of experience serving White Bear Lake
& Centerville - Friendly, Honest Service

651.226.4235
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm
7137 20* Avenue North « Centerville
www.facebook.com/vermauto

CLEANING DRYWALL HEATING & COOLING PAINTING
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Wolf Bros. Drywall Co. pes - Byrs
% Qv Total Drywall Services st s % Periengg
/}7‘9’% ,\‘\Ce\q Nevg‘ Cor:ist & Bia/%emenl Finislhes
N 29 esidential/Commercia o ge
°rth Metro A" Family Owned & Operated Furnace & A/C ﬂ' Palntlng
Complete Autf: RePalr Cenle_r 40 yrle1 Ssulpé;éa 1979 Insta.llatlons and Service « Professional, Residential
All makes/models - Foreign & Domestic CALL LEE Licensed, Bonded Lo
Free Loaner Vehicles - Towing (651) 428-0229 & Insured House Painting
651-483-4259 orest Lake 651.426.4233 cphvac.net = Interior & Exterior
38 Woodlynn Ave Little Canada » Kind, Respectful Service
www.rsautorepair.com LOREN Z DRYWALL Please Call Richard
612-394-8978
« CHANGING CEILINGS OVER LAWN CARE
TO KNOCK DOWNS « TAPING BEST PAINTING 4+
BATHROOMS « SPRAYING « ADDITIONS 5
« LIGHT PLASTER PATCHING SCH Services, LLC ) Cf:;f_e fisaf‘_"sffn
ot || Fall | fesemat Commara
Bat h roo m S by NO ]Ob tOO Small! Cl n_U All painting, staining, cabinet and
*Q\“\g Cay,/ « Design Kerry 651-653-9021 ca P trim painting, wall and ceiling repair
A4 ‘€, Bath Repai Cell) 651-271-4221 1
AR CRemosing Household Waste (cel) %~ Specials
/@, hosmemis| | Construction Debris Sean 651.210-0061
HUGE SAVINGS! R www.SCHservices.net

Lic. #20060261
651-257-4706

www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

Small Job Specialist

45 years experience

Basement Finish/Remodel

: Exterior & Interior Painting

X Doors/Windows/Siding

j Ceiling Textures/Roofs
Kitchen Remodels/Counter Tops
Decks/Landscaping

0dd Jobs

o Bathrooms

651.653.9920/612.816.8544

CLEANING

CONCRETE

BillLe :
Masonry & Concrete

Fix and Repair Specialist
+ Commercial tuck point
+ Restoration work

« Fall-Winter Special

FULLY INSURED e FREE ESTIMATES e
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

651-308-1101

C & ) SERVICES

Upholstery &
Carpet Cleaning
Air Duct &
Dryer Cleaning

Family Owned &

Operated Since 1999
Residential & Commercial
763-732-9668
Email info@cjservices.biz
www.cjservices2LLC.com

Wohlwend

Concrete & Masonry
Reliable Contractor
Since 1985
Reasonable prices

691-426-2610

swohlwend@myctl.net

DECKS

Be ready to enjoy your deck this spring!
Let us build your deck now
We build decks all winter long!

CALL US FOR SPECIALS!

651-746-4582

northlandlandscape.com
Bonded Insured | Lic #8C638094

ELECTRIC INSURANCE

ARROW
ELECTRIC

Small Jobs Welcome
- Repair Circuits - Recepts Added
- Remodels - Panels Replaced
- Ceiling Fans - Master Electrician
EMERGENCY SERVICE

651-383-5123

HANDYMAN

FREE Estimates! Specializing in
- Handyman - Remodeling - Drywall
Repair- Bathrooms - Kitchens

Licensed Bonded Insured

Ron Skibsted, R.S. Construction
651-271-5000

License #BC002674

Your Local Agent
License #20041821
4639 White Bear Pkwy
White Bear Lk, MN 55110
smoriarty@farmersagent.com

List your business in the

Service Directory
Call for details:

651-407-1250

BOB’S HANDY WORK

« Tree removal & trimming
« Repair Carpentry

Your local White Bear resident
Veteran-Ret. USN
952-843-8742
bfarah693@gmail.com

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Centerville Rd & HWY 96

Military and Senior
Citizen Discounts Available!
651-238-1850
brian@cedarspec-bestpainting.com
cedarspec-bestpaint.com

PLUMBING

- Drain Cleaning

- Hot Water Heating

- Hot Water Heaters & Disposal

- Well Pump Service

- New Construction « Remodeling
Tom Thill 651-433-4866 Lic. #005402

REMODELING

WM Haves
Construcrion, LLC

Bathrooms e Kitchens « Basements
Remodeling  Water Intrusion Repair
RoofingMinn.com
Locally owned since 1972

651-429-2682

MN License #BC002810

ROOFING/SIDING

*Roofing *Siding
Soffit eFascia
*Quality work

» Affordable Prices

Call, Text or Email
763-208-8862 www.truebluebuilders.org

MN LIC.#BC665536

Twin Cities Premier Home Improvement Company

651-238-6751 « NorconHomes.com

Locally Owned Since 1994 | Insured / Lic #BC105943

BATHROOMS ~ KITCHENS
BASEMENTS ~TILES
ALL REMODELING
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RESTORATION

Custom Decks/Footing Repair
Screen Rooms/Additions
Garages/Roofing/Siding
Aluminum/Glass/Cable Railings
All Repairs

Call Us for
WINTER

SPECIALS

. RAHQ
CONSTRUCTION INC

[Quality/HomeBuildinglandiRemodeling]

TIME TO REMODEL?

Kitchen / Bathroom
Basement / Deck E E
Check out our Models = =
for design ideas.
*Financing H
options available*
SHERCO E
CONSTRUCTION u

651-888-4138

License # BC627690

ROOFING/SIDING

BEAR

ROOFING & EXTERIORS
—_— N —

“Your Local Exterior Specialists”
Residential - Hardie Plank

Roofing ¢ Siding * Windows
Gutters * Fascia & Soffit

651-407-1987

MN Lic.# BC223025

TREE SERVICE

CONSTRUCTION

o Kitchens e Remodels
o Bathrooms e Basements

SUMMER PROMO
o PVC & Composite Decks
@ 3 &4 Season Porches

Mention this ad
to receive promotion

651-653-0190

cartercustomconstruction.com :
MN Lic #BC632066 X

APPLEWOOD
BUILDERS

ﬂdpmﬁ you love your hiowe!

applewoodremodelers.com

612.670.7004
MNLic#BC003215

612-868-6837

Room Additions - Kitchens
Basements - Decks
All Remodeling
For more info visit
KOlsonconstruct.com
Lic. “BC-516217

Building, Remodeling,
and Exteriors...
Specializing in Bathrooms,
Kitchens, Basements,
Garages, and much more!

612-300-4990

Free Estimates and
Fully insured
License # BC809283

“WE Treat Your
Project Like It's Our
Own Home”

Decades of Residential
Experience

excaliburbuilders.net
excaliburbuilder@gmail.com

Qualitv Work + Reasonable Rates|

Tree Removal
[Tree Trimming|

Cortified Arborist

91-426-3060

FREE ESTIMATE

Fast, Dependable, Insured

Cameron ]
Tree Service

+ Affordable Trimming & Removal

+ Storm Damage & Large Tree Removal
+ Stump Grinding

+ Family Owned & Operated

+ FREE ESTIMATES

+ FREE WOOD CHIPS
+ Licensed / Insured
+ Senior / Vet discount

(651) 775-8602

Primeau’s

Tree Service

Tree & Shrub
Trimming/Removal

46 years of experience

Family owned
Certified Arborist onsite!

651-773-5643

WATERPROOFING

GREAT LAKES

WATERPROOFING

Exterior Waterproofing

FREE ESTIMATES
651-340-2901

NO DIGGING REQUIRED

Targeting water flow at a fraction
of the price of drain-tile systems
Since 1978
MN License # IR660365

WWW. ReaIWaterproofing.comI
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www.readthecitizen.com

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12
13 [14 15 16
19 20 21 |22
23 24
27 |28 |29 30
34
36
47 |48 |49 50
54 55
56 57 |58 59
60 61 62
63 64 65
CLUES ACROSS CLUES DOWN
1. Tire pressure metric 1. Indoor plant
4. Request 2. Fit to be sold
7. Clairvoyance 3. Rather
10. 007’s creator Fleming 4. Collected
11. Male adult 5. A baglike structure in a plant or
12. Norse mythological figure animal
13. Coffin cloths 6. Irish rap group
15. Breeze through 7. Ageless
16. Ladyfish genus 8. Lists indicating curriculum
19. We all take them 9. Pokes at
21. Nobleman’s jurisdiction 13. Public television station
23. Members of U.S. Navy 14. They __
24. Rummy-like card game 17. Cooking tool
25. Unable to move 18. Separately managed account
26. Type of horse 20. Iron-containing compound
27. Parted 22. Swiss river
30. Woman’s cloak 27. Former French coin
34. South American plant 28. Electronic countermeasures
35. Prohibit 29. Taxi
36. Something one takes 31. Helps little firms
41. Dish detergent manufacturer 32. Unhappy
45. Romanian river 33. Midway between northeast and east
46. Personification of pity 37. Glowing
47. Makes upset 38. Lists of items to be discussed
50. Discuss again 39. An informal body of friends
54. Medical instrument 40. Indispensable quality
55. Support 41. Neural structures
56. Informal term for money 42. Brews
57. Catch doing something wrong 43. A place to dock
59. Prehistoric people 44. Festive singer
60. Large African antelope 47. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
61. Automobile 48. Northernmost point of mainland
62. “Losing My Religion” rockers Wales
63. High-resolution scientific instrument 49. Most worthless parts
64. A major division of geological time 51. Type of “bear”
65. Attempt 52. Take or consume
53. Defunct European organization
58. Swiss river
Fun By The
4 g 3 Numbers

Like puzzles?

wd | PG| €0
Q0
(&)1

Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending

g puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put

your sudoku
savvy to the test!

8 =

7

Level intermediate

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

gli|v|6[s|B)E|L]|C
L{s[e]s]|e[o])6]|P([8
zlg|elv[L|E)S]B]L
viL|8le[Z]|c)9]s|6
HEIF LB e
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‘HIMSNY



14  theamizen NOVEMBER 12, 2026
www.readthecitizen.com

MINNESOTA HOUSE DISTRICT 33A CENTERVILLE CITY COUNCIL (ELECT 2)
Stacey Stout Angela Thompson Linda M. Broussard Anita Rios
52.87% (12,558 votes) 47.07% (11,180 votes) 50.08% (997 votes) 48.72% (970 votes)
Write-In Write-In
0.05% (13 votes) 1.21% (24 votes)
STATE SENATOR DISTRICT 33 CENTERVILLE CITY COUNCIL SPECIALELECTION
Karin Housley Nat Smith Kale Haluptzok Write-In
50.00% (23,977 votes) 49.929% (23,935 votes) 98.55% (1,021 votes) 1.45% (15 votes)
Write-In HUGO MAYOR
0.08%(39 votes)
Tom Weidt Write-In
STATE SENATOR DISTRICT 36 95.58% (6,446 votes) 4.42%0 (298 VOtES)
Heather Gustafson Heidi Heino HUGO COUNCIL MEMBER WARD1
57.01% (27,492 votes)  42.92% (20,698 votes)
Becky Petryk Mark Koll
Write-In 60.25% (1,434 votes) 38.99% (928 votes)
0.06% (29 votes) ,
Write-In
ANOKA COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 3 0.76% (18 votes)
Jeff Reinert Melissa “Mel” Lawlis HUGO COUNCIL MEMBER WARD 3
50.58% (12,060 votes) 48.88% (11,653 votes) , _
David Strub Write-In
Write-In 98.37% (1,872 votes) 1.63% (31 votes)
0,
L A L CENTENNIAL SCHOOL BOARD (ELECT 3)
WASHINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF Gloria Murphy Tom Knisley
Brian R Mueller e 21.85% (7,297 votes) 21.72% (7,253 votes)
71.71% (84,906 votes) 27.72% (32,817 votes) Jessica Schwinn Laura Gannon
Wite-In 20.30% (6,780 votes) 19.56%0 (6,532 votes)
0.58% (681 votes) Joe Ackerman Write-In ‘
0, 0,
WASHINGTON COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 2 21 RO BN, el loohtes)
75.54% (14,923 votes) 23.76% (4,693 votes) APPROVAL OF NEW SCHOOL DISTRICT REFERENDUM
REVENUE AUTHORIZATION
Write-In Ve No
0,
sl LI 54.00% (9,546 votes) 46.00% (8,133 votes)

WASHINGTON COUNTY QUESTIONI SCHOOL DISTRICT QUESTION 2 (ISD #12)
Yes No APPROVAL OF SCHOOL BUILDING BONDS
73.00% (103,089 votes) 27.00% (38,122 votes) es No

49.97% (8,840 votes) 50.03% (8,850 votes)

CENTERVILLE MAYOR
Nancy N. Golden Write-In EDITOR'S NOTE: ELECTION RESULTS ARE PRELIMINARY AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE. THE WASH-
96.61% (1,255 votes) 3.39% (44 votes) INGTON COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD MET ON NOV. 9, AND THE ANOKA COUNTY AND RAMSEY

COUNTY CANVASSING BOARDS MET ON NOV. 10, AFTER PRESS DEADLINE, TO MAKE COUNTY AND
LOCAL RACE RESULTS OFFICIAL. STATE AND FEDERAL ELECTION RESULTS WILL BECOME OFFICIAL
ON THURSDAY, NOV. 19, AFTER THE STATE CANVASSING BOARD CONVENES.

KEY:
Election Victor Not Elected

Note: Bar length is a visual representation only, and not meant to depict the percentages listed with 100% accuracy.
The percentages and total votes next to the name of the candidate are correct based on vote count.
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ISD#832 SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER (ELECT 3)

Allyson Sellwood
28.76% (4,704 votes)

Jenny Peterson
26.85% (4,392 votes)

Erica Engelbert-Hensel
17.01% (2,783 votes)

Ryan Domin
26.71% (4,369 votes)

Write-in
0.67% (110 votes)

ISD #624 SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE (ELECT 4)

Amanda McFarlane
15.61% (14,230 votes)

Amy Puschinsky
13.52% (12,326 votes)

Ryan Vernosh
13.03%(11,881 votes)

Dan Arcand
13.21% (12,043 votes)

Melissa Roberts
11.69% (10,661 votes)

Christina Streiff Qji
12.09% (11,027 votes)

Bob Krominga
9.82% (8,950 votes)

Colleen Berquist
10.65% (9,712votes)

Write-in
0.35% (240 votes)

MINNESOTA CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
SHALL THE MINNESOTA CONSTITUTION BE AMENDED TO
INCREASE THE FUNDING GOING TO ALL SCHOOL DISTRICTS
FROM THE PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND, WHICH IS A FUND THAT
SUPPORTS SCHOOL DISTRICTS WITHOUT RAISING INDIVIDUAL
INCOME OR PROPERTY TAXES, EFFECTIVE JULY 1,2027?

FAILURE TO VOTE ON A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT WILL
HAVE THE SAME EFFECT AS VOTING NO ON THE AMENDMENT.

Yes No
72.38% (2,068,124 votes) 23.4%0 (666,637 votes)

Estimated Blanks
4.03% (114,694 votes)

BEST OF THE PRESS *

Winner & Finalist
Certificates are

Available for -
Pick-up

White B Lak,Md=STIO

Monday - Thursday 8am - 4pm
Friday 8am - 3pm

Scan QR for winners and
finalists online or go to:
presspubs.com/bestof

E:&iE

CHURCH BRIEF

Grass maze now open at New Life Church  ground equipment. There are small
The annual grass maze is open and white crosses near the entrance and

ready. New Life Church — Lutheranin  exit. The maze is designed to go in by

Hugo recently mowed a simple grass the left cross and out by the right cross

maze on the north end of their property. (but you can go either way). New Life is
located at 6000 148th St. N (next to Hugo
Elementary). Stop by anytime to have
some fun outside.

Anyone is invited to stop by anytime
to walk through the maze. The maze
isin the tall grass behind the play-

CONTRIBUTED
Stop by the grass maze at New Life Church-Lutheran in Hugo.

WEEKLY WAG

Blue is a handsome young boy with a
big personality. He is 8 months old, and
he has nothing but love and compan-
ionship to offer. Blue is an American Pit
Bull Terrier mix. and he is not at full
weight yet.

Blue is playful and energetic; he
likes staying close to his people and he
loves to snuggle. His foster says he is
a constant shadow and will follow you
everywhere. Blue is affectionate, and he
has done very well meeting new people,
including children. He is social with
other dogs but has not yet been intro-
duced to cats.

Blue is crate trained, and he is learn-
ing his basic commands very quickly.
Being young, playful and active, Blue
would do best in a forever home where
he will get plenty of exercise, attention
and mental stimulation. One thingis
for sure: Blue will keep you smiling.

With patience, love and affection, Blue
will continue to grow and learn, and
he will become a wonderful, lifelong
companion.

If you are interested in learning more
about Blue or adopting him, please fill
out an application at www.ruffstar-
trescue.org. Once your application is
received, Ruff Start Rescue will contact
you as soon as possible.

FREE TRIP
CHARGE

With repair
$109 value!

Valid during regular business
hours - Expires 11/30/26

li 69

HEATING - AIR - PLUMBING <« ELECTRICAL

o E—

*Servicing allbrands  Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Now offering electrical services!

24/7 Emergency Service
Serving the St. Paul and Surrounding Area
651-426-5220

When you need us, we are here to help.

869701
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functioning interchange. On top of all
of that, we improved stormwater man-
agement and provided better access to
people not only driving, but walking
and biking the road as well.”

Mazzitello recognized the cities’ ef-
forts as well as those from the Federal
Highway Administration, Minnesota
Department of Transportation and
the White Bear Lake Area Chamber
of Commerce.

“It took a big team of people to
design, plan and execute this two-
year, $18 million reconstruction
project with a full bridge replace-
ment over a busy freeway,” said Tara
Jebens-Singh, Ramsey County Com-
missioner. “I live just southwest of
here — about two, three miles — so
I know how critical this project was.
For many years, this area had safety
concerns; congestions; limited access
for drivers, bicyclists, and pedestri-
ans; and that the missing freeway
connections have been a pain point for
residents and businesses.”

www.readthecitizen.com

COUNTY JINTERCHANGE: 'We appreciate the grace and patience you gave us’

Jebens-Singh specifically thanked
the city of Lino Lakes for their contri-
bution and continued maintenance of
the Centerville Road roundabout.

Lino Lakes Mayor Rob Rafferty as
well as Council Members Michael
Ruhland and Randy Rennaker were
also in attendance.

Motioning to Otter Lake Road, then
to Centerville Road, Rafferty said, “I
think the most important thing is the
transition between the interchanges
and the roundabouts the abilities to
get from point A to B, (and what it)
offers the businesses.”

Rafferty also drew attention to the
project’s three roundabouts rather
than stoplights.

“The amount of money and things
that are spent on (stoplights) is tre-
mendous compared to what we've got
here,” Rafferty said. “Look at how it's
cleaned up the area. It's spectacular.”

“It’s great to see all these counties
and communities come together,” said
Ruhland. “There’s some more com-
mercial development that’ll come in

Remembering Joey Lundquist
Joey Lundquist, the project manager for the County
Road J and 35E interchange, passed away from a sudden

heart attack on Aug. 25, 2026.

“It’s difficult to celebrate the completion of a monu-
mental project like this without thinking about her and

the contributions she brought ... Joey was really looking
forward to seeing this project completed,” Mazzitello

LOGAN GION | PRESS PUBLICATIONS

said, addressing members of Lundquist’s family present at the ribbon cutting.
“She helped make it a reality, and the impacts of her work and the benefits that
will come from this project will live in this community for decades to come.”
“She had such a major role in planning, design and construction,” added
Jebens-Singh. “She was known as a team player and a problem solver, a cheerful
individual who had an infectious laugh and an easygoing demeanor.”
Those in attendance at the ribbon cutting wore woven, floral memorial pins in

her honor.

(ONTRIBUTED

A map of the project area and the detours during the final weeks of construction. Roads in red
are currently closed while the yellow-dashed roads are open to westbound traffic only.

as a result of this.”

“TI’'m really pleased that there was
shared funding for the project,”
Rennaker added. “I'm really excited
that the businesses are going to have

Though the completed project will
have many benefits, Mazzitello also
thanked the citizens of the northeast
metro for bearing with the county
during the process.

Celebrations

Happy 9th
birthday Twinkie!

You bring joy to so
many people’s lives,
including ours.
-Love mom, dad,

Royce, Tinsel &
Tundra

Cleaning and Checkups
Cosmetic Dentistry

Crowns and Bridges
Dental Implants

(651) 429-3348
lakeshorefamilydentist.com
4706 Banning Ave, White Bear Lake

access again to the area.”

Rennaker highlighted the benefits
that the Wilkinson Waters mixed-use
commercial and residential develop-
ment will receive from this as well.

“All those folks are going to have
nice, easy access to the freeway,” Ren-

naker said.

COMMUNITY BRIEF

Proper pumpkin disposal

Don’t trash your pump-
kins! Bring them to a
designated drop-off site
for composting. Pump-
kins must be free of
glitter, paint, wax and
candles. Pumpkins with
decorations that are not
removable should be
placed in the trash.

Anoka County:

» Lino Lakes - Rice
Creek, 7701 Main St.

« Coon Rapids — Bun-
ker Hills, 13285 Hanson

License: BC692167

“Nobody ever looks forward to

said.

Blvd. NW.

Washington County:

« Afton City Hall - 3033
Saint Croix Trail S.

« Cottage Grove Public
Works - 8635 W. Point
Douglas Road S

 Cottage Grove Wash-
ington County Service
Center - 13000 Ravine
Parkway S

« Forest Lake North
Yard Waste Site - 6065
Headwaters Parkway

» Lake Elmo Fire
Station - 3880 Laverne

two years of construction — noise,
detours, dirt, dust, mud, smell ... To
everyone who was affected by this
project, we appreciate the grace and
the patience you gave us,” Mazzitello

Ave.N

« Mahtomedi - Food
Scraps Drop-Off Site, 800
Stillwater Road

- Oakdale Walton Park
- 6812 15th St. N.

« Scandia - Community
Center - 14727 209th St.
N.

« Stillwater - Washing-
ton County Government
Center, 14949 62nd St. N.

Some waste haulers
may pick up pumpkins.
Contact your hauler for
details.

Your Local Remodeling, Custom Home

& Storm Damage Experts.

Gregory Contracting

MARVIN

651-213-0668 * gregorycontracting.com

No insurance? Patients love our membership plan! Give us a call today!

Restorative Dentistry
Teeth Whitening
T™J

Veneers

Dr. Jason P. Ross

Dr. Ellen D. Jacobson

Dr. Kali Hildebrand

White Bear Lake’s welcoming, comfortable, and

community-focused dental experience for every stage of life.
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