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Ending tenure,
Shoreview mayor
looks back and
ahead

BY LOGAN GION
STAFF WRITER

Mayor Sue Denkinger used to attend the 7:30 a.m.
Sunday mass at St. Odilia’s in Shoreview for the peace
and quiet. She noticed that the woman who led the
music had a nice voice yet struggled to sing alone.
Denkinger volunteered to help and eventually became
cantor, leading the early morning congregation every
week.

“I thought, ‘I could do that. I mean, I could help...””
Denkinger said in a recent interview. “That’s how I
started.”

In 2008, Denkinger, with decades of experience
leading the customer service department at Thomson
Reuters under her belt, saw that Shoreview needed
someone for the Economic Development Commission.
The same thought hit Denkinger: “I could do that; I
could help.”

That decision would lead to 10 years on the

ROY HEIMAN| CONTRIBUTED

The mature American elm that stood along County Road I recently succumbed to Dutch elm disease, triggering an
outpouring of grief from Shoreview area residents.

Shoreview community mourns
‘sentinel of the neighborhood’

ROY HEILMAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

like today? Is it turning color?
Is it dropping its leaves yet? Oh,

express concern and a collective
sense of loss.

This fall, the Shoreview area is
mourning the loss of a local icon.
The towering elm tree along

One such fan was Kerry Gus-
tafson, a Shoreview resident of
over 25 years. The notable elm
has been a fixture in her life. She
described it as a “sentinel of the

there’s buds.’ It was like a part of
the cycle of life; you just watched
how that tree changed through-
out the seasons.”

Gustafson also said she and her

County Road I, known to many
as “the broccoli tree” due to its
memorable shape, succumbed
to a fungal infection known as
Dutch elm disease in recent
weeks. As its remaining leaves
dwindled, its ardent fan base
turned out on social media to

husband hope to see something
planted there to replace the elm,
as it will leave a noticeable void.
“It’s kind of the greeter as you
come and go. So, it’s going to be

neighborhood,” and said she pass-
es it on the county road daily.
“That’s my artery in and out of
the neighborhood,” she said. “I
don’t think there’s one time I've
been by there that I don’t look and
think, ‘What does the tree look

(ONTRIBUTED

Mayor Sue Denkinger being sworn into office in 2023.

SEE ELM TREE, PAGE 2 SEE DENKINGER STEPS DOWN, PAGE 8
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ELM TREE: Fungus
claims local icon

FROM PAGE1

missed,” she said.
Ramsey County
forester Edward Rut-
ledge knows of the elm
tree’s prominence in the
community, and said
its health came to his
attention last year. The
tree had received injec-
tions in the past to try
and protect it, but those
measures ultimately did

not prevent the deadly

fungus from taking

hold. The best option at

that time was to attempt

to prune the infection CONTRIBUTED

out. Ramsey County forester Ed-
“You could notice the  ward Rutledge examines the

decline in the leaves in last remaining green leaves

the upper canopy, and on the “broccoli tree.”

that’s where we tried to not be possible, citing

remove portions of the multiple utilities run-

diseased tree. You can ning through the site.

look within the branch Rutledge acknowl-

to see black discolor- edged that the loss of

ation in the vascular such an important tree

tissue that shows that is areminder of the

disease. So once we got various invasive pests

into the tree, we saw it and pathogens that

was pretty well estab-
lished,” he said, adding,
“Dutch elm is one of
those things; once it’s
in atreeit’s very hard
to remove it. Same with
oak wilt.”

Dutch elm disease is
caused by a non-native
fungus that was first
detected in Minnesota in
the early 1960s. Beetles
carry fungal spores
between trees, establish-
ing new infections.

Rutledge said this
year, in particular, he
has seen lots of Dutch
elm disease in the
county. He explained
that stressors like
drought and heat tend to
exacerbate the problem.
Damage from storms
can also create opportu-
nities for infections.

Removal of the land-
mark tree is expected to
occur this fall. Rutledge
said the county is work-
ing to arrange that with
a contractor. In light of
how special it was to the
community, they also
hope to memorialize it
in a way they wouldn’t
for any ordinary tree.

“We don’t have a lot
of these really great
landscape trees adjacent
to the right of way,”
he explained. “So we
started planning a few
months ago for vendors
who could mill and
process the wood, and
we've been talking with
Irondale High School to
take the wood for their
wood shop program.”

As for planting a new
tree or trees to replace
the “broccoli tree,”
Rutledge said it is under
consideration but may

continually threaten our
trees. Dutch elm, oak
wilt, butternut canker
and chestnut blight

have all famously had
devastating impacts on
North America’s forests.
Especially prominent
right now in our area

is emerald ash borer.
Rutledge said the county
has put much work into
removing dead ash trees
for the last couple of
years.

For homeowners who
might be considering
planting new trees, Rut-
ledge said some thought-
ful selection can help
buffer against similar
mass die-offs.

“What we want to
do is plant for diversi-
ty. That’s the biggest
recommendation we can
give,” he said, noting,
“Maples are currently
highly represented.”
Instead of maples, he
suggested catalpa, gink-
g0, horse chestnut or
Ohio buckeye. He added
that homeowners can
consult the University of
Minnesota extension to
help select a species.

“You want to plant
to the site,” he said.
“What’s your sun
exposure? Do you have
utilities? Depending on
what you're looking for,
there’s a tree out there
that would be a good
choice for your land-
scape.”

Roy Heilman isa
contributing writer for
Press Publications. He

can be reached at news@
presspubs.com or 651-
407-1200.
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Bethel alum’s magical realism
stories empower survivors of abuse

Domestic violence often
leaves more than physi-
cal scars, and the conse-
quences can infect every
relationship of a person
who is abused. Vadnais
Heights resident and
Bethel University alumni
Jenna Dill knows this
reality all too well. Both
she and her husband
have survived domestic
abuse situations. To heal
her mind and spirit, Dill
underwent eye move-
ment desensitization and

reprocessing therapy, or ~ JennanDill

EMDR, to reframe her Was her therapeutic
brain’s response to the journey magical and
trauma. spiritual or was it hap-
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We are a local
law firm with the
mission o bring
you and your
family complete

'
peace of mind.
Attorney and Founder
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Small Batch Big Community

We make delicious soup and salads
for pickup and delivery in Shoreview.

Scan the code, add
your email, and score
$10 off your first order.

Fresh menu every Thursday | www.lukessoups.com

pening in her mind? To
Dill, the answer is both,
and the result has helped
her forge a path to move
beyond the violence she
has experienced. Dill’s
two novellas, “Mon-
sters” and “SheDeath’s
Reflection,” take readers
on a similar restorative
journey, especially those
who have experienced or
continue to experience
abuse.

Q: Tell us a little bit
about yourself. How did
you become an author?

A:Tam apsychic-medi-
um, and my abilities are
very much connected
to the collective — hu-
manity, spirits and the
earth. When I reflect on
my teens and twenties,
before I understood my
gifts, I notice that I was
always drawn to the
human mind. I graduated

Dill recently spoke with  from Bethel University
Press Publications about ~ with a Bachelor of Arts
the power that stories in psychology and then
have given her and the went on to earn a mas-
power she hopes her sto-
ries will give readers. SEE JENNA DILL, PAGE 5

L

RECENT GOOGLE FIVE STAR REVIEW:

“I have referred family and friends to

Tramm Law Firm in North Oaks MN. Mait

was very professional and very knowl-

edgeable in estate planning law. | was really impressed when
Mait spoke directly with our banker to clarify a question when
we were at our bank making a change. | felt reassured that ev-
erything was done correctly. Thanks.” - JULIE R.

Matthew Tramm of TRAMM LAW FIRM
is honored to be a part of the North
Suburban business community and
to have the opportunity to serve its
valued clients with comprehensive
estate planning services.

TRAMM LAW FIRM is proud to be the
law firm of choice for many of the
top financial planning professionals
and firms of the Twin Cities. Sea-
soned financial planners trust Mat-
thew Tramm with the estate planning
component of their client’s overall
financial plans. The professionals
have trusted him with hundreds of
their clients!

TRAMM LAW FIRM can reduce your
complex legal, financial, and famil-
ial issues to straightforward, simple
and understandable solutions and
strategies.

TRAMM LAW FIRM is centrally locat-
ed in North Oaks and conveniently
serves clients throughout the Twin
Cities and surrounding areas and
even makes house calls and hospi-
tal calls. Tramm Law Firm prides itself
on treating its clients like family.

ESTATE PLANNING
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SHORVIEW FARMERS MARKET

When: 3-6 p.m. Tuesdays

Where: Shoreview Community Center,
4580 Victoria St. N.

Details: The farmers market features
fresh local produce and handcrafted
artisan goods. Both strawberries and
blueberries are in season.

Contact: 651-490-4750 or
farmersmarket@shoreviewmn.gov

FAMILY STORYTIME

When: 6-6:30 p.m. Wednesdays

Where: Shoreview Library, 4560 Victoria
St. N.

Details: A fun, dynamic program that
includes books, songs, storytelling and
movement activities to celebrate books
and reading while providing a strong
foundation in early literacy skills.
Appropriate for ages 2-5.

Contact: 651-724-6006

KNITTING FOR GOOD

When: 6:30-7:30 p.m. Thursdays

Where: Shoreview Library, 4560 Victoria
St. N.

Details: Do you love to knit, crochet,
quilt or sew? Join us for this unique
opportunity to gather with your
crafty neighbors as they knit hats

for premature babies, sew welcome
blankets and more. All skill levels are
welcome.

Contact: 651-724-6006

FALL CANVAS PAINTING WORKSHOP
When: 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday,

C(ONTRIBUTED

Sept. 23

Where: Dunn Brothers Coffee, 1160
County Road E, Arden Hills

Details: Slow down, sip your favorite
coffee and enjoy a relaxing afternoon
of painting. Step-by-step guidance
will help you create a beautiful fall
landscape on canvas — no prior
painting experience needed. Admission
will be charged.

Contact: 651-440-6341

BOB ROSS PAINTING CLASS:
CARDINAL PERCH

When: 4-8 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 23
Where: Shoreview Community Center,
4580 Victoria St. N.

Details: Experience painting the Bob
Ross way with a landscape method
certified instructor, Valarie Namen.
All materials are included to make a
12-by-16-inch painting. No experience
needed, but children 15 and under
must be registered with an adult.
Register online at secure.recl.com/
MN/shoreview-mn/catalog and enter
keyword “Bob.”

Contact: 651-490-4700

WILD RICE FESTIVAL

When: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 26
Where: Harriet Alexander Nature
Center, 2520 Dale St. N., Roseville
Details: A celebration of Native
American culture, wild rice and the
fall harvest season, with dancing, flute
playing, games, activities, food and
more.

Contact: 651-765-4262 or cityofroseville.
com/1396/Wild-Rice-Festival

PLANTING DAY
When: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 26
Where: Hazelnut Park, 3301 New

MINNESOTA WINDS SEASON PREMIER CONCERT
When: 2-4 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 27
Where: Benson Great Hall, Bethel University, 3900 Bethel Drive

Details: Our state’s new professional band is kicking off season with guest
conductor Mallory Thompson, an alumni of St. Anthony Village High
School. Thompson is director of bands emeritus at Northwestern Universi-
ty and has the U.S. Air Force Band, U.S. Army Band and the Dallas Winds
Ensemble. This special program, curated by Mallory Thompson and Minne-
sota Winds artistic director Katherine Bergman, features musical explora-
tions of American composers who found inspiration in the diverse people,
spiritual traditions and landscapes of this country. Beginning with Joan
Tower’s “Fanfare for the Uncommon Woman” and culminating with David
Maslanka’s monumental “Symphony No. 4,” this concert takes us on an
adventure through the rich artistic and emotional range of the concert band
art form. For more details, visit minnesotawinds.org/events.

Contact: info@minnesotawinds.org

Brighton Road, Arden Hills

Details: Volunteers will help restore
the park by planting native shrubs and
wildflowers in areas where invasive
buckthorn has been removed. All are
welcome; no experience necessary.
Contact: 651-665-9500 or volunteer@
greatrivergreening.org

BARNYARD BOOGIE

When: 2:30-4 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 27
Where: Bobby Theisen Park, 3575 Vivian
St.

Details: Come shake your tail feathers
— it’s time to boogie. Event features a
petting zoo, music, farm-themed crafts
and tasty refreshments. Admission will
be charged.

Contact: 651-490-4750

KIDS’ GARAGE SALE/TOUCH A TRUCK
When: 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 3
Where: Haffeman Pavilion, 4580
Victoria St. N.

Details: Kids find their inner
entrepreneur, selling toys, books and
sporting goods. Next door, check out
all the big trucks used throughout the
city. This is your chance to hop in the
driver's seat of a snowplow, dump truck
and more. Don’t forget your camera.
Contact: 651-490-4700

VADNAIS HEIGHTS LIONS BELGIAN
WAFFLE BREAKFAST

When: 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 4
Where: Vadnais Heights Commons, 655
East County Road F

Details: Freshly made waffles with
butter and your desired toppings as
well as three sausages. Gluten free
available. Stop by to learn more about
local resources and opportunities. A fee
will be charged.

Contact: cityvadnaisheights.com/262/
Waffle-Breakfast

JAPAN TRAVEL WORKSHOP

When: 7-8:15 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 6
Where: Arden Hills City Hall, Lower
Community Room, 1245 West Highway
96

Details: Japan is one of the

most fascinating but least

intuitive destinations for

independent Western travelers. In

her upcoming workshop, Shaila
Cunningham will cherry pick the
history, etiquette and cultural
information travelers should know
before they go to Japan. Admission for
the workshop will be charged. Register
at cityofardenhills.revtrak.net/RW-
Parks-Recreation under “Family &
Special Events.”

Contact: 651-243-0603

HOGWARTS HALLOWEEN PUZZLE
COMPETITION

When: 5:45-8:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 29
Where: Shoreview Room, Shoreview
Community Center, 4580 Victoria St. N.
Details: Join us for a magical puzzle
competition worthy of the Triwizard
Tournament. Gather your team of one-
to-four members and put your speed,
strategy and wizarding skill to the test.
Prizes for first and second place. Those
in costume earn a 15-second head start.
Register by Oct. 20 at secure.recl.com/
MN/shoreview-mn/catalog and enter
keyword “puzzle.”

Contact: 651-490-4700

866433

Shoreview Community Foundation

Your Help Wanted!

openings on our Volunteer Advisory Board.

leaders and service organizations to assess needs; publicizing our goals and
activities; and approving grants to benefit Shoreview.
If you are interested in the work of SCF and have a passion for
community service visit https://www.shoreviewcommunityfoundation.org/
advisory-board for an application. We are looking for both adult and youth
members. Applications must be submitted by October 9, 2026.

Would you like to help connect the generosity of the people of
Shoreview with our community’s evolving needs? That is the mission of
the Shoreview Community Foundation, and we are currently seeking to fill

The SCF Board manages the work of the Foundation, including
raising funds for the endowment; connecting with community and faith

helennelson@edinarealty.com

For more information about the Shoreview Community Foundation and its community initiatives, please visit
our website shoreviewcommunityfoundation.org. The Shoreview Community Foundation is an affiliate of Saint
Paul & Minnesota Foundation. Tax ID #41-6031510

866106
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Support local
youth

his year, we are contracting with nearly 100

youth carriers to deliver the paper throughout

local neighborhoods. Our carrier program is

as strong as it has ever been in recent years. In
Hugo alone, we have started six new carrier routes
resulting in tremendous growth with more than 90
new subscribers to The Citizen last month. Our goal
is to have 1,000 subscribers in Hugo
by fall of 2027.

We all know our youth are being
pulled in so many directions, from
year-round sports and training to
the digital world and impacts of
social media. I am encouraged by
this next generation when I see them
walk through the front door to ask
for a job. We explain that deliver-
ing the paper is an opportunity to
run their own business. We give
them some guidelines and tools,
and it's up to them how they want
to carry out the work. It is a unique
opportunity for a young kid to get
experience in customer service and
time management. Many famous people started out
delivering newspapers as their first job and have
publicly credited the experience with giving them a
start to their future successes, such as Wayne Gretz-
ky, Gene Simmons, Walt Disney and Warren Buffet.
Astronaut Josh Cassada was once a Press Publica-
tions newspaper carrier, as was Daron Close, owner
of Acqua and Mizu, along with many other local
business people.

This would not be possible without the support of
our readers. From your words of kindness to your
tips and paid subscriptions, you are coaching and
supporting the next generation of community and
business leaders. We pass along 100% of tips on a
youth route, and we help our carriers with supplies
like bags and rubber bands at an extremely rea-
sonable rate so they can earn as much as possible.
Ilove talking to our carriers when they come in to
pick up their papers and supplies and hearing about
their goals and what they’re saving up for. They are
banking their paychecks for bikes and scooters or
for camp fees, and the best part is they are learning
the value of working for something they want.

We have fought hard to keep the carrier distribu-
tion system alive with youth and adult carriers, in
addition to United States Postal Service delivery.
Since 2010, various consultants have advised us to
shut down our carrier program because of the time
and staff support it takes to manage it, but we have
stayed the course. I continue to believe that giving
this opportunity to local youth is part of our service
to the community.

If you are a long time reader, you know we ask you
for your support in the form of a subscription twice
a year. Why subscribe to a newspaper that you can
get for free? With a 30% overall paid subscription
rate, we become sustainable. We need your support
to reach that benchmark.

We continue to see an increase of readers who are
subscribing for online access to the paper, and we
thank you. If you prefer to read community news
online, a subscription gives you full access to the
same weekly content that is in the paper along with
our e-edition. Without a subscription, you are limit-
ed to just a few stories.

Whether you prefer the online or print version
of the paper, your support goes a long way toward
helping offset the costs of producing news con-
tent and delivering it to your home or inbox each
week. It helps us to continue to employ local people
and trained journalists. There is a cost to writing
honest, local content that hasn't been scrubbed by
artificial intelligence.

Please subscribe today and know your subscrip-
tion supports even more than the news.

Carter Johnson

Carter Johnson is publisher of Press Publications.

A busy su

recently returned from a trip

to Chicago, where I visited

the new Obama Presidential

Center. I came home remind-
ed once again of how much we
can learn when we take the
time to explore history and hear
different perspectives.

Closer to home, Shoreview
continues to move forward on
several projects. Improvements
to the lower-level community
center parking
lot are expected
to be completed
by the end of
September. I
know construc-
tion projects can
be an incon-
venience, so I
want to thank
residents and
visitors for your
patience while
this work is
completed. The
project will add
parking spaces
and four new electric vehicle
charging stations — improve-
ments that will serve our com-
munity for years to come.

If you’ve driven past I-694 and
Rice Street, you've also seen
the progress at the Krew devel-
opment. Foundational work is
underway for the apartments
and live/work units, and the
project is on track to finish in

Sue Denkinger

2027. It is exciting to watch a
redevelopment project that took
significant effort take shape.

We also have good news at
Bobby Theisen Park. The city
recently received a state grant
to install solar panels on the
new building. When we de-
signed the building, we made
sure to include the necessary
infrastructure to allow solar
panels in the future. This grant
is allowing that work to move
forward ahead of schedule.

One conversation I had recent-
ly with a Shoreview resident has
stayed with me. The resident
asked how they could become
more involved in supporting
activities in our city. We talked
about serving on an advisory
board, such as the parks and
recreation commission, or
participating in the leadership
academy in 2027.

But after our conversation,

I realized there was another
organization I should have
mentioned: the Shoreview Com-
munity Foundation. The foun-
dation is made up of commu-
nity members who are quietly
making a meaningful difference
throughout our community.
Through its rolling grant pro-
gram, it supports programs and
activities in many areas such as
the arts, AEDs at Bucher Park
and Rice Creek fields (through
a partnership with the Rotary),

er winds down — looking ahead

trauma support through North-
east Youth and Family Services
and Harriet Tubman, swim
and water-safety lessons for
kids, and home restoration and
repair projects for seniors and
veterans through Hearts and
Hammers.

What I particularly appre-
ciate is that the foundation
is a community organization
created by Shoreview residents,
with grants going back to the
community. If you have been
looking for a way to give back, I
encourage you to take a look at
the foundation. Strong commu-
nities are built not just by city
government, but by residents
who decide to get involved.

And now, my favorite season is
arriving. Our parks will soon be
filled with beautiful fall colors,
and a new season of activities is
just beginning. I hope you find
time to enjoy all that Shoreview
has to offer. To all the children
heading back to school, I wish
you a wonderful year. And to
all of you who call Shoreview
home, thank you for choosing
our community — and, just as
importantly, for the many ways
you help make it such a wonder-
ful place to live.

Sue Denkinger is the mayor of
Shoreview.
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have a $50 fee. Please call
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news@presspubs.com or
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ter's degree in education from Saint
Catherine University and spent 11 years
of my life as an English teacher. I didn't
realize it at the time, but I was also
drawn to the power of words and how
they can heal or harm human cultures,
and I wanted to learn more about the
incredible impact of stories on the
human mind and spirit. After studying
and teaching about so many brilliant
authors, I realized that powerful stories
were taking shape in my own heart, al-
most as if they were alive, and I needed
to share them.

Q: Without spoiling too much,
what is the plot of “Monsters” and
“SheDeath’s Reflection”?

A: Both “Monsters” and “SheDeath's
Reflection” are based on the concept of
the spiritual actually being real, which
I very much believe it is. The narrator
in both novellas is a magical being,
and she is speaking to spiritual enti-
ties. Some of them are the personified
versions of human behaviors associated
with domestic violence (aggression and
pain). Others are angelic, nature spirits
who come to help her heal from the
domestic violence she has known. Both
stories are all about the main character
remembering her own power and divin-
ity through real, magical means. The
reader follows her through her journ-
aling about these monsters (and when
they burst in the room and interrupt
her writing) because, of course, her
words give shape to the story, just as all
of our words and actions shape our own
stories.

Q: What is your general writing
process, and why did you begin
writing these books?

A: Both stories are incredibly spiri-
tually charged, meaning I channelled
them from my own experiences and
my communication with the spiritu-
al realm. I have written other, more
conventional work that followed typical
plot structures. For these novellas, I
let the words flow as they came to me,
and they are a powerful blend of the
spiritual and material (hence the genre
of magical realism). The very first few
sentences of “Monsters” were actually
written immediately following a panic
attack, something I don’t get often. I
was angry at my body for panicking
when I was in the presence of someone
dangerous. However, I realized I had
good reason to react the way I did, and
my body was trying to protect me. And
so, I was pulled into this powerful spiri-
tual journey where I learned to love my
body, all it has survived and the power-
ful instincts I developed because of my
strength and intuition. This is seen in
the narrator of both stories, and I hope
that people who have felt like victims
of trauma can relate and step into their
own power as they read.

Q: These stories deal with healing
from domestic violence and trauma.
Was there a healing process in your
life that inspired your writing?

A: “Monsters” was written as I was
coming into connection with my psy-
chic gifts. My spirit guides took me on
a journey through my past and helped
me to reframe the domestic abuse I had
experienced in my 20s and early 30s to a
story of protection. I was able to see my
guardian angels in the stories and how
they protected me, even during some
of the most life-threatening situations.

I also saw myself, like a mirror, and
remembered that I came to this world
to help others heal from similar violent
experiences. I began writing "She-
Death's Reflection” a few months after
“Monsters” was published. During

that writing process, I was undergo-
ing EMDR therapy to heal from another
trauma related to my husband's ex-wife,
who attacked him at our home, leaving

www.presspubs.com

JENNA DILL: Author uses experience with abuse to heal her readers’ spirits

our family shaken. EMDR is a therapy
specifically designed to heal the trauma
we feel in our body (like what happens
when we need to respond to danger).
The heart of EMDR is traveling back
into our memories and reliving the
experience while under professional,
supervised care, and reframing the
harmful narrative with our imagina-
tions. This type of therapy showed me
the real power of my imagination, that I
could use my mind to create restorative
realities, despite the evil and harm that
was done.

Q: Creator Quinta Brunson once
said that as writing becomes more
specific, it also becomes more uni-
versal. Have you found this expe-
rience true with “Monsters” and
“SheDeath’s Reflection”?

A: Yes. My experience with do-
mestic violence is also connected to
alcoholism (my abuser was an addict
and alcohol was also involved when
my husband was attacked). Abuse is
rarely present without some sort of
substance abuse or collective, cultural
norms that cause harm. As I wrote both
stories, I couldn't help but highlight the
role that substances play in domestic
violence. I've also had experience with
being in an abusive relationship, which
taught me that domestic abuse is not
only harmful to victims, but it's also
harmful to the people who love them.
When we love someone in an abusive
relationship, it can be like loving an
addict because they are codependent on
the relationship. My heart also goes out
to anyone who is trying to help a victim
but has to live through the painstaking
process of watching that victim return
to their abuser over and over again.

We don't have sustainable resources
for many victims — especially if they
share children with their abuser — to
find and maintain their freedom.

Jenna Dill
Author

Q: There is a spiritual, magical
element to these pieces. What at-
tracted you to explore dark, heavy
themes from this perspective?

A: When I wrote “SheDeath's Reflec-
tion,” my family and I were living with
a type of domestic abuse that felt like
a visceral evil. Because of my psychic
gifts, I am very sensitive to the envi-
ronment. I couldn't help but sense that
the abuse we were experiencing and
the narcissism involved was a symptom
of a greater, collective disease. As I
channelled the story, I also sensed that
our country needs a lot of healing. The
word "narcissist" is thrown around a lot
these days, and I think it's because we
are all beginning to sense that we have
to find a way to drop the egotistical
masks we all wear and the ways we try
to one-up each other. I sensed an urgent
need for all of us to reconnect with our
own divinity and to use that connec-
tion to take care of each other and this
resource we all share, called Earth.

Q: What do you hope people take
away from your stories? Put an-
other way, how do you hope people
connect with your material?

A: The reason I chose to write fic-
tion instead of memoir is because I
wanted to show the universality of my
experiences. “SheDeath's Reflection”
is written from the perspective of two
female partners involved in an abu-
sive relationship because they are a
combination of both my and my hus-
band's real-life spiritual and physical
experience with domestic abuse. And
that's the point: domestic abuse is an
epidemic that knows no bounds. It can
affect queer couples, straight couples,
men, women and children. However, my
stories are points of hope. I believe that to
build the safe systems that we all need,
we have to reconnect with the spiritual.
We need to remember our souls and why
we came here. Instead of investing all
of our time and money into material re-
sources that nourish our egos, we need to
get creative about building new societal
structures that actually put people first.
These books are just the beginning, I
am hoping it's a journey we can all take
together.

Q: Novellas can be difficult to
publish because of their shorter
length, yet you have many under
your name. What attracts you to the
format?

A:Tam amother of six, and I have a
lot of responsibilities. I wanted to write
something that was deep enough to be
transformative, yet brief enough that
people could absorb the content in the
midst of all of life's demands. Novel-
las are the ideal way to accomplish
that goal. They are long enough to take
my readers on a powerful journey, yet
they can also finish the story in time
to get to work the next morning or
pour cereal for the very eccentric and
bright-eyed children who might appear
at their bedside at 6 a.m. demanding
breakfast.

Q: Do you have any advice for
aspiring authors looking to publish
personal work like this?

A: Just do it. There will always be de-
mands holding you back, but you have
to just do the thing anyway. I wrote
both of these stories while working full-
time and taking care of six children.
When you look at your day, you find
that you can replace one or two mind-
less habits with creative pursuits. For
example, I stopped listening to gossip
radio in the car and began listening to
inspiring podcasts instead. By listening
to interviews with today's most suc-
cessful and innovative entrepreneurs,
comedians, musicians and fellow au-
thors, my own creativity was sparked.
The creative process is not just when
we sit down to make our craft. Itis all
the time. And if we allow ourselves to
be inspired instead of merely enter-
tained, we can gain the momentum to
do the work we are called to do. Also,
create when you can, even if it' s just
five minutes. I never sat down to write
for more than a couple hours. Most of
the time, I had five minutes here or
30 minutes there. Just keep at it and
before you know it, you will have made
a masterpiece.

Q: Working on heavy material like
this must be exhausting. Do you
have a way, as a writer, that you
recharge?

A: For me, space to recharge is chal-
lenging (the only place I can be alone
in my house is the bathroom, and even
that isn’t consistent). However, I am
conscious of where and how I work on
heavy material. For example, I never
worked on SheDeath’s Reflection at
home. To write that story, I had to go to

public places because I was tapping into
evil energy in order to transform and
transmute it into something hopeful
and the energy of the public helped

to dilute the intensity of it. I actually
wrote quite a bit of SheDeath’s Reflec-
tion at the White Bear Lake Library,
and some of it at the Shoreview Library
as well. Those places have also been
calming for me and my family in gen-
eral. When I was done working, I would
play Candyland in the game room at the
Shoreview Library with my son or sit in
one of the lounge chairs to read about
mythical creature stories they would
have on display. The public energy and
creative environment that the libraries
offered were powerful antidotes to the
heaviness I was dealing with. My kids
could play, and I could do my work,
then unwind with them.

CONTRIBUTED
Monsters is a novella that takes readersona
spiritual journey to empower their physical
realities.

I have also been a member of the
Writer’s Well group at White Bear Cen-
ter for the Arts for a year and a half.
The folks there have been remarkably
supportive and encouraging as I dealt
with the trauma of domestic abuse and
its impact on my family, while also
encouraging me to share my creative
voice. I believe supportive circles such
as the one I have found at the Writer’s
Well can be a powerful blueprint for the
more equal, compassionate society we
need to build.

Q: Where can people buy “Mon-
sters” and “SheDeath’s Reflection”?

A: My website: www.lovingcreatively.
com. There is a section called “Avail-
able Books” where they can click and
find links to the stories. There are also
links to some of my free work (poetry
and other fiction) and my podcast as
well.

Q: What are you working on next?

A: T have a superhero series called
“Fury” (Volumes 1-3 are on my website)
about an Indigenous female superhero
who saves the world from extractive
villains. Currently, I am drafting Vol-
ume 4. I am also always writing poetry
whenever I feel inspired.

compiled by Logan Gion
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RAMSEY COUNTY SHERIFF REPORTS

The Ramsey County Sheriff's Office
reported the following selected inci-
dents in Arden Hills:

» On Sept. 5in the 1200 block of
Grey Fox Road, an employee for a
medical company reported fraudu-
lent transactions on the business’s
bank accounts. The matter is
under investigation.

» On Sept. 12 in the 1400 block of
Paul Kirkwold Drive, deputies re-
covered two cell phones picked up
by a 28-year-old man while he was
out for a walk.

The Ramsey County Sheriff's Office
reported the following selected inci-
dents in Shoreview:

» On Aug. 30 in the 3800 block of
Lexington Avenue North, deputies
responded to Target on a report

of shoplifting, collected evidence
and began an investigation. The
incident is under investigation.
On Aug. 30 in the 5800 block of
Rice Creek Parkway, deputies ar-
rested a 35-year-old man for DWI
after responding to a complaint
about his driving conduct and
making a traffic stop.

On Aug. 30 in the 3800 block of
Lexington Avenue North, deputes
issued a theft citation to a 51-year-
old woman from Circle Pines after
she was caught attempting to leave
Target without paying for mer-
chandise.

» On Aug. 31 in the 5500 block of

STUDENT NEWS

Mounds View and Irondale students
named National Merit Semifinalists

Fourteen local high school seniors have been named

Turtle Lake Road, deputies cited

a 24-year-old man from Newport
for careless driving after he struck
another vehicle and fled the scene.
Deputies were able to use evidence
to tie him to the crash.

On Sept. 1 in the 300 block of
North Owasso Boulevard, deputies
arrested a 19-year-old woman for
DWI after making a traffic stop

on the Lexus GX she was driving
and administering standard field
sobriety tests on which she per-
formed poorly.

On Sept. 1 in the 5900 block of
Pheasant Drive, a 60-year-old man
reported that someone in another
state is using his deceased wife’s
name and information to open a
business checking account. The
incident is under investigation.
On Sept. 1 in the 3800 block of
Lexington Avenue North, deputies
responded to a report of a shop-
lifting suspect detained by loss
prevention employees at Target.
They discovered he had a gross
misdemeanor for theft and took
him into custody.

On Sept. 1 at the intersection of
County Road I West and Schutta
Road, deputies responded to a re-
port of trespassing at the Armory,
located three teenage boys and
issued them trespass notices.

On Sept. 2 in the 4200 block of West-
view Drive, deputies issued a tres-
pass notice to a 63-year-old man after
his neighbor reported ongoing issues
with him going on their property.

semifinalists in the 2027 National Merit Scholarship

Program, giving them an opportunity to compete for
one of about 6,700 scholarships worth approximately

$24 million to be awarded next spring.

Named semifinalists are:

» Charles Anderson, Irondale High School

- Maggie Anderson, Irondale High School

- Jason Chang, Mounds View High School

» William Diao, Mounds View High School

« Walter Gibbens, Mounds View High School
- Willow Henry, Mounds View High School

« Emily Johnson, Mounds View High School
» Alice Lee, Mounds View High School

» Mason Lilley, Irondale High School

- Elizabeth Nelson, Mounds View High School

SHOREVIEW CITY COUNCIL SNIPPETS

ship Qualifying Test.

2027.

« Divyansh Ramisetty, Mounds View High School
« John Stepnowski, Mounds View High School

« Austin Wang, Mounds View High School

» Brayden Ye, Mounds View High School

The National Merit Scholarship Corporation recent-
ly announced more than 16,000 semifinalists nation-
wide. They represent less than 1% of U.S. high school
seniors and were selected based on their performance
on the 2025 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholar-

About 95% of semifinalists are expected to advance
to the finalist level. To qualify, students must submit a
detailed scholarship application, maintain an out-
standing academic record, receive a school endorse-
ment, write an essay and earn SAT or ACT scores that
confirm their earlier qualifying test performance.

Winners will be announced in a series of national
releases beginning in April and concluding in July

« The City Council put off voting
on parking restrictions for Lopak
Court.

« The council revoked the rental
license for the property located
at 1064/1062 Glenhill Road, as the
property had too many rental
units. Each side of the building is
being rented out as two different
units each, effectively making the
property a fourplex rather than a
duplex. The building is not zoned
to allow more than two units and
lacks required off-street parking.

» The council ordered the abate-
ment of weeds/vegetation grown at
225 North Owasso Boulevard that

does not comply with city mainte-
nance standards.

« The council ordered a general
nuisance abatement at 1649 Hill-
view Road. The property had pre-
viously been abated for tall grass/
vegetative growth in July 2026,
but staff reported the violation
has remained because of improper
outside storage and refuse on the
property.

« The council enacted term limits
for city committees and commis-
sions. For the Planning Commis-
sion and Economic Development
Authority, members who have
served two full terms must reapply

31

for their seat they seek a third con-
secutive term. For all other munic-
ipal committees and commissions,
members can serve no more than
three consecutive terms. However,
members who have served three
consecutive terms can reapply
after a two-year absence.

« Colton Borg was appointed to
the Environmental Quality Com-
mittee for a term through January

, 2028.

* On Sept. 2 in the 4300 block of
Rustic Place, a 47-year-old man re-
ported that someone failed to send
him a comic book he purchased on
Facebook Marketplace. The matter
is under investigation.

On Sept. 2 in the 5800 block of
Oxford Street North, a 58-year-old
woman reported losing her wallet
at the Shoreview Ice Arena. The
matter is under investigation.

On Sept. 4 in the 5500 block of Do-
negal Drive, an animal control of-
ficer responded to a report of a dog
that reportedly barked at all hours
of the day and night and would not
stop. The officer spoke with the
pet’s owner and provided informa-
tion about city noise ordinances.
On Sept. 5 in the 5900 block of
Saint Albans Street North, a
63-year-old woman reported find-
ing a tube labeled “explosive” in a
home she just purchased. The item
was recovered and placed in the
property room for destruction.

On Sept. 6 in the 800 block of West
County Road F, a 61-year-old wom-
an reported being bitten by a dog
while she was in a park the night
before. The matter is under inves-
tigation.

On Sept. 6 in the 3200 block of Lex-
ington Avenue North, a 29-year-old
man from New Richmond, Wiscon-
sin, suffered shoulder pain after
the motorcycle he was driving
clipped the rear end of another
vehicle, causing him to fall to the
ground. He was transported by

medics to a hospital for treatment.
» On Sept. 6 in the 3800 block of
Lexington Avenue North, deputies
issued a theft citation to a 16-year-
old female who was caught by
Target loss prevention employees
attempting to leave the store with-
out paying for merchandise.
On Sept. 6 in the 4100 block of Lex-
ington Avenue North, a 45-year-old
woman reported that someone
stole her mail. The incident is un-
der investigation.
On Sept. 7 in the 500 block of Tan-
glewood Drive, deputies responded
to a house fire and assisted with
ensuring that traffic and bystand-
ers did not interfere with efforts to
extinguish the blaze.
On Sept. 7 at the intersection of
Highway 96 West and Mackubin
Street, deputies responded to
a crash and cited a 75-year-old
woman from White Bear Township
for failure to obey a traffic control
device. Two other people were
transported to a hospital for evalu-
ation and treatment, if needed.
On Sept. 7 in the 3800 block of
Lexington Avenue North, deputies
responded to a report of shoplift-
ing at Target. The matter is under
investigation.
On Sept. 9 in the 3800 block of
Lexington Avenue North, deputies
responded to a report of shoplift-
ing at Target. The matter is under
investigation.

COMMUNITY BRIEF

FVO[VG Senior Liv- pany is rebranding the

ing buys Shorev-  property as Portwind

. . . . at Shoreview, mirror-

iew Senior lemg; ing its other Portwind

properties in Oak Park

rebrands Heights and Maple
Evolve Senior Living, Grove. Portwind at

a senior citizen housing  Shoreview offers inde-

management company, pendent living, assisted
is adding Shoreview Se-  living and memory care.
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another great
season!
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Shoreview Heritage Family keeps on giving

BY CAROL BROWN-MILLS
SPECIAL TO THE PRESS

One might say John Kurkowski was a visionary.
When he sailed to America from Warsaw, Poland,
as a teenager in 1871, he spotted a girl on the boat he
vowed to marry someday. In 1878, he and Magdaline
Malaske were indeed married.

Though John was a winemaker and shoemaker by
trade, fertile Minnesota farmland called to the couple.
By 1887, they had purchased 300 acres of land in what
is now southern Shoreview, west of Victoria Street
around County Road E. On that land, they raised
grains and fruit as well as 10 children. As expected,
everyone in the family helped out with farm chores.
But could John have envisioned that, in 2009, the
Kurkowski family would be named the Shoreview
Heritage Family of the Year, based on their length of
time in the community, involvement with community
activities and involvement in civic organizations?

Could he have envisioned that, in 2026, one of his
descendants, a Dr. Michael Kurkowski, would still be
tending trees and garden crops and berry patches in
Shoreview with the same skill and care that John had
instilled in his family in the 1880s? And when John
watched his daughter Cecelia playing on the family
farm on a sunny summer afternoon, could he have en-
visioned another “Cece” Kurkowski five generations
later, helping her own Grandpa Mike gather produce
from the garden? One thing is for certain, John and
Magdaline Kurkowski could be proud of this Heritage
Family of the Year, which has built on that legacy as
its members continue to contribute to their beloved
community of Shoreview.

Tracing the line through the family tree to today

The patriarch John was a man of innate abilities
and versatile skills. He credited local native Ameri-
cans for teaching him about trees. His grandchildren
called him a “tree doctor” because he was able to
graft broken tree branches back together using his
own concoctions of beeswax and turpentine. His
grape orchards produced enough wine to supply five
different area Catholic churches. John’s shoemaking
skills showed up in sewing projects, leather shoes,
wooden shoes and ice ski blades. His wife Magdaline
was a 4-foot-8-inch dynamo who birthed 10 children
and famously had them all out of diapers by the time
they were 8 months old.

As the children grew up and got married, plots
were given as wedding gifts to the sons. Andrew, the
seventh of the 10 children, married Florence Kafka in
1917. They successfully operated a 90-acre plot of the
farm with only a second and fourth-grade education,
respectively. Andrew was more interested in dairy
farming than continuing with fruits and grains.

But in the early 1960s, the 1-694 freeway bisected the
Kurkowski farm, took away grazing land and greatly
impacted Andrew’s cattle operation. In spite of the

C(ONTRIBUTED

The John Kurkowski Farm and Homestead was situated at 611 West County Road E. This turn-of-the-century family portrait
shows nine of 10 children, daughter Cecelia (far left, back row) and son Andrew (far right, front row).

inevitable development of this area, the family farm
held on until the last tract of land was sold in 2008.

Andrew and Florence had four daughters, then two
sons; Ambrose was the oldest son. In a 2009 interview
with the Shoreview Press, four of the siblings recalled
growing up on the farm. Even for children, it was a
life of hard work and farm chores, but they still found
time for homemade fun like hay barn hide-and-seek
and bareback horse riding. Dancing and ice cream
socials were enjoyed by the whole family. When Am-
brose grew up, he built his own home on a portion of
the original plot of land.

Ambrose and his wife, Joan, had one daughter and
three sons; Michael Allen was the oldest boy. On the
family farm, chores were assigned every morning, so
Mike and his brothers kept busy baling hay, hoeing
thistles, weeding gardens and picking potatoes. They
were paid to pick raspberries; they saved their money
to attend the Ramsey County Fair and the Minnesota
State Fair. Mike remembered fun times, too, like Lit-

(ONTRIBUTED

Andrew was gifted land from the family’s original plot (shown here in the 1940s) where he farmed and raised dairy cattle with
his wife, Florence. Their son Ambrose eventually built a home on a portion of that lot.
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tle League Baseball, swimming lessons at Lake Owas-
so and rollerskating at the rink that once stood on the
site of today’s Dairy Queen. Mike attended St. Odilia
Elementary School and graduated from Mounds View
High School. He entered the University of Minnesota
on an Evans Scholarship, where he earned his Bach-
elor of Arts in psychology and then applied to dental
school. The Evans Scholarship for high-achieving golf
caddies reflected Mike’s academic excellence and his
dedicated service to the North Oaks Country Club as
caddy, caddy master and pro shop employee through-
out his high school and college years. Mike graduated
from the U of M’s School of Dentistry in 1982 and
eventually owned and operated a private practice
located less than a mile from the family farm where
he grew up.

While he was in dental school, Mike played volley-
ball with a student in the dental hygiene program,

SEE KURKOWSKI FAMILY, PAGE 20
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DENKINGER STEPS DOWN: Mayor reflects on public service, personal values

FROM PAGE1

Shoreview City Council, including four as mayor. This
year, Denkinger has decided not to run for reelection.
Denkinger recalled, “(My grandson) said, ‘Maybe
you just want to give somebody else a turn.’ I said,

‘That’s a great way to put it.””

Now, at the end of her tenure, Denkinger is both
looking back and looking ahead.

Denkinger first became interested in government’s
inner workings during college, when she became a
juror in the landmark 1974 trial of United States of
America v. Banks and Means. The case concerned
the 1973 occupation of Wounded Knee, South Dakota,
when nearly 200 Oglala Lakota and members of the
American Indian Movement controlled the town for
71 days while U.S. Marshals and the FBI closed off the
area. Jurors in this court case were the first in the
nation to be selected using psychological and socio-
logical profiling. The nine-month case drew national
attention, including a write-up from Time Magazine
and The New York Times.

“This was all happening at 19 years old — voted
once; don’t know what I'm going to do with my life
— but nine months of observing all of this was such
alesson,” Denkinger recalled before laughing. “The
judge said, ‘“You’ll never be called for federal jury
duty again.” Sure as shooting, I change counties, I get
called again.”

A few years after that, Denkinger began working in
customer service for West Publishing Company, later
Thomson Reuters.

“I worked with a lot of attorneys ... (and) our cus-
tomers were attorneys, so I had a lot of interaction
with them over the years. I take the rule of law seri-
ously because of all that,” Denkinger said. Leading
the customer service department also taught her to
enjoy fixing problems.

Collaborative prob-
lem-solving, knowledge of
law and community ser-
vice — these interests of
Denkinger’s all presented
themselves as one opportu-
nity in 2008, when a vacancy
appeared on Shoreview’s
Economic Development
Committee.

“It was fun because (the
EDC) actually won an
award,” Denkinger recalled.
“It was exciting to be a part
of something, to volunteer.”
Then, in 2013, the city of
Shoreview appointed Den-
kinger to the Economic Development Authority. In
that position, she got to know City Council members
and former mayor Sandy Martin.

In 2015, Martin asked Denkinger to consider run-
ning for Shoreview City Council. Denkinger believes
that her long last name helped her win her first elec-
tion. “Because my name is long, my signs were big,”
she said with a laugh. She also gave credit to her work
friends who made the signs look good and her EDC
connections for optimal sign placement.

When Martin decided to end her time as mayor af-

Denkinger, seen here as
ateenager, has a lengthy
record of volunteer service
as a musician.

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

Denkinger spoke this past summer at the grand opening of the new Lake Johanna Fire Department headquarters.

ter 26 years, she asked Denkinger to consider running
for the position.

“(Martin) was a hard act to follow ... I think she’s a
very talented communicator and a strategic thinker.
There are so many traits she has that I really admire
and that I learned from,” Denkinger noted.

In her four years as mayor, Denkinger has drawn
upon her life experiences to carve her own legacy.

“I try to be diplomatic, but I'm going to tell you what
Ithink. And I'm not going to lie. I can’t even lie to my
kids,” Denkinger said. “I also believe in explaining a
person’s decisions — come on into City Hall, call me
for coffee, come to my office hours.”

On a deeper level, Denkinger takes pains to be
empathetic to her fellow human beings no matter the
situation, a lesson she learned from her son. At six
months old, Denkinger’s son developed a heart condi-
tion and repeatedly fell ill with pneumonia. He passed
away at 15 months old.

“We had terrific doctors, and I just never considered
the possibility that he wouldn’t make it,” Denkinger
said. “It just rocks your world. So I thought, ‘T have to
learn something from his death.”

One thing Denkinger learned was what she truly
valued in her life.

“I kept thinking, ‘Am I going to miss too much
work? Am I going to lose my job?’ In retrospect, I
would give up anything I had for that child to live,”
Denkinger said. “None of this stuff matters. You can’t
take it with you. The things that matter (are) your
family and your character.”

She also learned to value the dignity of her neighbor.

Denkinger, surrounded by her two daughters, Diana and Kelly.

“I thought, if we were born with innate talents or
beauty or high intelligence, that’s a gift. You didn’t
earn that. You were fortunate,” Denkinger said. “If
you're given a gift, use it, but don’t judge others by
what you have and they don'’t ... You're of great value
whether you have that gift or not ... I think (imy son)
made me a better human being — more considerate,
more thoughtful about people who maybe can’t even
protect themselves. That’s where the leadership piece
is.”

Those values are also what Denkinger believes
makes Shoreview great.

“We are a city of neighborhoods,” Denkinger said.
“No matter what happens ... we keep that focus on
what is good for our community and residents. Then,
‘How can I contribute to that?’ It’s in different ways,
but all of it helps.”

fa

REUSE - RECYCLE

If every person takes one small step toward being more conscientious of
the environment, the collective effort will change the planet.

651-407-1200 | presspubs.com

PUBLIC NOTICES - PUBLIC NOTICES - PUBLIC NOTICES

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA

SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME
Pursuant to Chapter 333, Minnesota Statutes; the undersigned, who is
or will be conducting or transacting a commercial business in the State of
Minnesota under an assumed name, hereby certifies:
1. The assumed name under which the business is or will be conducted is:
ACUTE TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS
2. The street address of the principal place of business is or will be:
2508 County Road |, Unit 305
Mounds View MN 55112
3. The name and street address of all persons conducting business under
the above Assumed Name, including any corporation that may be conducting
this business.
Acute Stays LLC
2508 County Road |, Unit 305
Mounds View MN 55112
| certify that | am authorized to sign this certificate and | further certify that
| understand that by signing this certificate, | am subject to the penalties of

perjury as set forth in section 609.48 as if | had signed this certificate under
oath.

Dated: September 10, 2026

Signed: Abdullahi Jama, Manager

Published two times in the Shoreview Press on September 22 and October
6, 2026.

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA

SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE AND ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION
FOR A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

I, Steve Simon, Secretary of State of Minnesota, do certify that: The
following business entitly has duly complied with the relevant provisions of
Minnesota Statutes listed below, and is formed or authorized to do business
in Minnesota on and after this date with all the powers, rights and privileges,
and subject to the limitations, duties and restrictions set forth in that chapter.

The business entity is now legally registered under the laws of Minnesota.

File Number: 1665288300024

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter: 322C

ARTICLE 1. NAME OF LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:

Paper Pushers L.L.C.
ARTICLE 2. REGISTERED OFFICE AND AGENT AT THAT ADDRESS:
4198 Nancy Pl Shoreview MN 55126 6412
ARTICLE 3. DURATION: Perpetual
ARTICLE 4. ORGANIZERS:
Logan Slotness
4198 Nancy Pl Shoreview MN 55126 6412
Dated: September 2, 2026
Signed: Logan Slotness
Published two times in the Shoreview Press on September 22 and October
6, 2026.

MOUNDS VIEW SCHOOL DISTRICT #621
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
IRONDALE HIGH SCHOOL 2026 KITCHEN IMPROVEMENTS
Bids are due Tuesday, October 13 @ 2:00 pm CDT
For more information, please visit the Mounds View Public School District

#621 website at: www.mvpschools.org/about/finance/bids
Published one time in the Shoreview Press on September 22, 2026.
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AROUND TOWN

1. The Shoreview Community Center pools — Tropics and Bamboo Bay — have been refilled after their annual maintenance period. Fall hours are available on shoreviewcommuni-

tycenter.com/Waterpark/Hours. — Contributed
2. Shoreview residents Rachel Larson and Kelli Hofmeister were both entrants in the decorated tree and wreath contests at the Minnesota State Fair. — Contributed

3. Turtle Lake Cub Scout Pack 9525 raised the flag at Turtle Lake Elementary on Sept. 11, 2026. — Kacey Fuller Davidson, Contributed

Send us your photos for possible inclusion in Spotted Around Town. Please email your best shot to shoreviewnews@presspubs.com. Please include information about
when and where it was taken and who is in the photo.

NATIONAL

FIRE;

PREVENTION

W E E K
October 4-10, 2026

Open House

Lake Johanna Fire Department

9 a.m. -1p.m.on Saturday, Oct. 10,2026
at our Station #130 located at
5545 Lexington Ave N., Shoreview, MN.

Fire Sprinkler Services & Fire Protection
In MN and Western WI
“Working Hard to Protect You”
651-357-8681

www.Dynamicfireprotection.net

865892

Tires for ALL Budgets

il

863881

7512 4th Avenue
Lino Lakes, MN 55014

(651) 786-4463
www.eamservice.com

651-464-2082

Keep your Sewer
In The Pink!

www.olsonsinthepink.com

840821

6511 Ware Rd, Lino Lakes
651-797-3807
PizzaTLinoLakes.com

864134

)

TIMBERLINE

ROOFING AND CONTRACTING

Roofing Siding Windows Decks

651-287-3720 FOR A FREE QUOTE
Timberline Roofing and Contracting, Inc.
4463 White Bear Parkway, Ste 103,
White Bear Lake, MN 55110

865466
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Volunteers bring bike tunnel pollinator mural to life

PHOTOS BY TOM REYNEN | CONTRIBUTED

Volunteers painted the
walls of the pedestrianand
bike tunnel that connects
the Shoreview Community
Center lower parking lot and
Snail Lake. Gallery 96 Art
Center and the Shoreview
Bikeways and Trails Commit-
tee secured grant funding
for the project and solicited
designs from local artists,
eventually selecting a design
from Lili Lennox and Sera
Herman. The mural high-
lights numerous pollinators
and plants native

to Minnesota.

BIG WOOD'S
BIGGEST BASH!

866378
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A new school in the heart of the Vil-
lage Center shopping mall is striking
a chord with young musicians. Shore-
view School of Music opened the first
week of August and is offering lessons
for piano, guitar, drums, bass, brass
and woodwinds players of all ages.

The school is the brainchild of pro-
fessional musician and new business
owner Tyrus Thompson, who lives in
Shoreview with his wife, their 13-year-
old son and an impending pair of identi-
cal twin boys due in December.

When Thompson’s middle schooler
took an interest in the trumpet, the
family struggled to find private les-
sons in the immediate area and the
idea of founding a school took hold.
After spending the summer gutting
the space that formerly belonged to a
wellness store and outfitting it with
soundproof padding, lesson rooms and
instruments, Thompson hired a slate
of teachers and opened the doors for
lessons and music-related retail.

Dressed in a brand-new polo shirt
embossed with the Shoreview School of
Music logo, Thompson sat down in one
of the lesson rooms to talk about his
hopes for his new school.

Q: Let’s start at the beginning.
What is your background?

A: I'm alifelong musician. I started
with piano at the age of 6, and then got
into musical theater, and then I started
my first band in sixth grade. We wanted
to be like Blink-182, and I volunteered
to play bass and just fell in love with
the instrument. I ended up playingin a
number of bands around the Twin Cit-
ies and some national touring acts into
my early 20s, and then had a family of
my own and Kkind of stepped back from
that. I moved to Shoreview a few years
ago from Minneapolis.

Q: What was the impetus for start-
ing the school?

A: When my son joined middle school
band, he started with trumpet, and I
couldn't find private lessons in the area.
And because we couldn't find lessons,
he ended up switching to percussion
and taking drum lessons somewhere
else, and we were driving a long way
away. I thought, I've got this music

Tyrus Thompson
Owner, Shoreview School of Music

background. I've got a bit of a business
background, too. So I decided to bring
something to the community where
we could have a space for lessons and a
place to pick up method books or reeds
or drumsticks or whatever you need.
Now it’s all just right here.

Q: What was it about this particu-
lar location that you liked?

A:1live in Shoreview, and there
weren’t a lot of spaces like this near
here, so that was part of it. And I liked
that it is so close to where my son goes
to school (at Chippewa Middle School).
He plans on being here with his friends
after school. I really want a nice com-
munity vibe. Shoreview, North Oaks,

www.presspubs.com

Music school opens in North Oaks Village Center

ANDREA SWENSSON | PRESS PUBLICATIONS

Shoreview School of Music owner Tyrus Thompson (left) and trombone instructor Brooklynne Audette.

Vadnais Heights, Arden Hills — my
neighbor calls it a unicorn of a commu-
nity. The people here are so great. I just
wanted to give something back.

Q: How old do you have to be to
take lessons?

A: We cater to all ages. With younger
ones, it's really whether they can sit for
a 30-minute lesson, which most parents
know. Between 4 and 6, we would start
on piano, drums or ukulele. For guitar
and bass, that's as soon as they can hold
it, which is usually around 8 or 9 years
old. And then fourth or fifth grade is
when band starts. We specialize in
those brass instruments and wood-
winds, to get them all set up for band.

I really wanted to find teachers that
fit this community and fit my teaching
philosophy, which is to meet every kid
where they're at. So with the younger
kids, maybe it's just learning a scale,
or learning some nursery songs. If a
student is in band, maybe it's trying to
get that first chair. Or maybe it's how I
was when I was a kid: I wanted to play
in a punk rock band, so I brought in
a Blink-182 CD and I had my teacher
teach me every bass line on that CD.

I want teachers that cater to that; to
find that love of music in every kid
and bring it out. We really cater to our
community.

Q: How did you find your teach-
ers?

A: Our trombone instructor Brook-
Iynne Audette helped me a lot with
that. She's a performing trombonist in
the Twin Cities, so it's been through
her network, and also we posted online
and talked to some other friends. We
started doing interviews back in March
or April, and we interviewed a lot of
teachers and some really good players,
too. We wanted to make sure that if you
switch from piano to trombone or to
another instrument, you're getting that
same experience from each teacher, and
that you know what to expect when you
come here.

Q: Why do you feel it’s important
for a kid to learn how to play an
instrument?

A: Ithink learning how to read music
and play along is so important for early
brain development. You're using the

left side and right side of your brain,
reading the music, putting it together.
And then the other part, which was
really important to me as a child, was
that it built my confidence. Music was
how I expressed myself. Getting on
stage in front of an audience was how I
really found my voice, and I use things
Ilearned from playing in bands or play-
ing with groups every day in my career.
It's a lifelong skill. Plus, it's always fun
to be able to break out a chord chart at

a party and get around the piano and
sing.

To learn more about the Shoreview
School of Music, visit shoreviewmusic.
com

Compiled by Andrea Swensson
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MINNESOTA SENATE DISTRICT 40 (ELECT1)

JohnMarty (DFL)

City Residence: Roseville — my wife,
Connie, and I chose to make our home in
Minnesota. After graduating from St. Olaf
College, we moved to the Twin Cities. We love
the community. My hope, in my personal

life and work as senator, is to serve others,
recognizing that our communities thrive
when we work to help each other.
Occupation: State senator

List three most recent civicinvolvement

roles:

+ Tam involved with numerous nonprofits, especially those working
on environmental, human-services and refugee resettlement —
volunteering, mentoring, advising, simply showing up to lend a
hand, as so many people did, to protect our neighbors during the
ICE surge.

Q. Why doyou want to serve in the Minnesota Legislature?
A. Minnesota has so much potential — an opportunity to build safe,
secure communities where children and adults can learn and grow,
where all people have affordable housing and healthcare.

My proposals for affordable healthcare; a clean, sustainable
environment; and economic stability for families face powerful

political opposition. I have been fighting powerful corporate interests,
often passing policies others dismissed without trying.

We need affordable healthcare for all, without exception. When
Americans spend twice as much for healthcare as people elsewhere
yet achieve worse outcomes, when 41% of people face medical debt,
and when many cannot afford needed care, it is not acceptable to
simply tinker with the costly, dysfunctional, bureaucratic system
we have. I will continue doing everything I can to pass the proposed
Minnesota Health Plan, delivering quality affordable care for every
Minnesotan.

Q.What can the statedoin the next five years to help Minnesota
prosper?

A. Minnesota has prospered by investing in people — their health,
their education, their housing — and giving them clean, safe
communities in which to thrive. It is important for the state to focus its
resources on these investments, recognizing the wisdom in the adage,
“an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.”

To succeed in this, Minnesota can save money by stopping subsidies
for powerful corporate interests, ensuring that every dollar is wisely
spent, insisting on efficiency in how money is spent and continuing to
aggressively crack down on fraud against the state.

Wise investments can address multiple problems: Minnesota was
losing population of college-age young people, with many heading

to schools in other states. In 2023, the state made Minnesota colleges
more affordable. Not only did this enable more students to afford
college, but it also actually reversed the out-migration of young
Minnesotans.

Q. What are two challenges that the state faces and how might

you solve themif elected?

A. Among Minnesota’s many challenges:

. Climate: The radical shift in climate has countless health,
environmental and social impacts. It also has massive economic
costs — homeowners insurance in Minnesota jumped a
whopping 34% from more frequent and severe extreme weather.
This will continue to worsen. I will continue working to shift
Minnesota to a clean energy economy and ensure that our
infrastructure is able to withstand storms of a severity we
haven’t yet seen.

. Affordability: Minnesotans face growing challenges paying
for housing, health, food and transportation. It is unacceptable
to have people who cannot afford basic living expenses in the
wealthiest country in the world. I will fight against corporate
subsidies and work for fair, progressive tax policies; higher
wages; and affordable housing. And I continue pushing to fix the
dysfunctional healthcare system so all people get comprehensive
care, not insurance plans that deny care.

Rachel Japuntich (R)

City of residence: Shoreview, with my

husband and kids

Occupation: Engineering

List three most recent civic

involvement roles:

« Ramsey County election judge

 Shoreview Economic Development
Commission

+ Shoreview Economic Development

Authority

Q. Why do you want to serve in the Minnesota Legislature?
A. Ifeel our state is heading in the wrong direction, and with
my engineering background, I would collaboratively help

find solutions to the problems facing our state. I am a fiscally

responsible, moderate and support term limits of elected
officials.

Q. What can the state do in the next five years to help
Minnesota prosper?

A. Minnesotans have shared desires: we want good educations
for our children, to live in safe neighborhoods and to afford
to live comfortably. I think we all can agree that these areas
need improvement, though we may have different opinions
on the approach. The current approach is not working, and it
is time to try a different approach. I will bring a logical, data
driven voice to the legislature. The state needs to get back to
the basics and focus on education, public safety, and fiscal
responsibility. It is our country’s 250th birthday this year; the
whole point of voting in a democracy is to hold our elected
leaders accountable when things are not working and vote
them out.

Q. What are two challenges that the state faces and how
might you solve them if elected?

A. Taxes and fraud need to be addressed. Taxes continue to
increase in all areas: sales taxes, income taxes, tab fees and
property taxes. Like subscriptions, they all add up to higher
costs. Minnesota has always been a high tax state, but we are
not getting the quality services we expect for it anymore. We
all need to balance our checkbooks for our families, and we
expect our state government to do the same. People work hard
for their money, and they expect it is being spent wisely and
not going to fraud. Fraud is not only stealing from tax payers,
but it is also hurting the people the money was intended

to go to in the first place. Fraud is unacceptable. These are
nonpartisan issues, and we should be able to work together to
make it work.

MINNESOTA HOUSE DISTRICT 40A (ELECT1)

Aisha Elmquist (DFL)

City of residence: Arden Hills

Occupation: Consultant, with a background

as a civil rights attorney and public servant

List three most recent civicinvolvement

roles:

« Governing board member, National
Consumer Voice for Quality Long-Term
Care

« Former chair of a city lake improvement
district board

« Former member of state task forces on guardianship, resident
rights and quality of care

Q. Why do you want to servein the Minnesota Legislature?

A. My ties to this community run deep. I went to Mounds View
High School, my husband went to Irondale High School and we are
raising our Kkids here. The priorities I've focused on throughout my
career, from human rights to access to essential services, are more

urgent than ever.

As a civil rights attorney and public servant, I've worked with
Minnesotans navigating housing, elder care, mental health care and
other systems that shape daily life. That work has shown me how
policy affects people’s lives, and why people need systems that are
fair, responsive and effective.

I'm running to bring that experience to the Capitol and make
government work better for the people it serves.

Q. What can the state do in the next five years to help Minnesota
prosper?

A. I was motivated to run because federal actions are threatening
the human rights and essential services I have spent my career
working to uphold. Minnesota needs to be a place where people
know their rights are secure and essential services will be provided.
State government cannot replace the federal government, but we
can make choices about where we invest and the kind of state we
want to be. Over the next five years, that means building more
housing; keeping our public schools strong; maintaining access to
health, disability and long-term care services; and preserving our
fundamental rights. It also means making government easier to

navigate and providing oversight to ensure programs deliver the
supports they were designed to provide.

If we make those choices well, Minnesota can remain a place
where people feel secure, have opportunities and can build a good
life for themselves and their families.

Q. What are two challenges that the state faces and how might
you solve themif elected?
A. Two of the top issues I hear about at the doors and in other
conversations with neighbors are affordability and the environment.
First, housing, childcare, healthcare and other basic costs are
taking up too much of family budgets. I would work to expand
housing and childcare options, lower healthcare costs, and support
workers and good-paying jobs so families can build secure futures.
Second, people I talk with across this district care deeply about
clean water and protecting our health and natural resources for
future generations. I support permanently protecting the Boundary
Waters from sulfide-ore copper mining, improving water quality,
and encouraging new development that reduces pollution and
energy costs through practices such as energy efficient design.
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MINNESOTA HOUSE DISTRICT 40A (ELECT1)

Luis Vicente Withrow (R)

City of residence: Arden Hills
Occupation: Mounds View, though I am
originally from Lowry Hill in Minneapolis.
While there, I witnessed the DFL's
incompetence in state governance — high
taxes, choosing between dying public schools
and expensive private schools, and small
businesses shuttering from theft and crime.

Like many others here, I moved to the north
suburbs to take refuge and create a better life
for myself and my family, but over the past year, I have noticed the
subtle creep of those social ills.

List three most recent civicinvolvement roles:

« Minnesota Young Republicans

« Minneapolis Republican Party

» Abby Wolters for House

Q.Why doyou want to servein the Minnesota Legislature?
A. T've always been a serial political nerd. However, I never
got involved until I was the victim of a violent, reckless crime

which killed one, crippled several others and injured me. The man
responsible had nearly a dozen priors, which the DFL-backed District
Attorneys neglected to prosecute effectively. The tragedy I suffered
was completely avoidable.

Bad decisions made by our politicians affect ordinary people’s lives.

We as a state need new leadership. I am a moderate, drawing a line in
the sand for common sense. I am pro-environmental protections, pro-
consumer protections and support an end to all lobbying and foreign
wars. I want my voice to not just be a balance against the DFL’s
recklessness, but also against establishment voices in the Minnesota
Republican Party. I'm a truth teller; I don’t shut up. That is why I
know I would be a great representative.

Q.What can thestatedoin the next five years to help Minnesota
prosper?

A. With 50 states in the nation, Minnesota must make itself a
competitive destination for people to settle down. We must see an

end to the DFL's long record of creating unfunded or underfunded
programs and mandates, which have caused property taxes in
Ramsey County to increase by an average of 20%. We must repeal the
over-regulation which forces businesses and entrepreneurs to move
out of state or overseas, but do so intelligently so that we don’t damage

our environmental treasures. We must finally take seriously the
billions in taxpayer fraud stolen under DFL leadership that was either
not taken seriously and/or covered up until earlier this year and turn
Minnesota from a national laughing stock to a shining city on a hill.

Q. What aretwo challenges that the state faces and how might
you solve themif elected?

A. Minnesota faces one major challenge that encompasses all others:
trust. People do not trust our state to keep our money safe from
fraudsters, our justice system to put criminals away or our leadership
to use our tax dollars intelligently. If the DFL-led government was
making this happen, why would they only feel the need now, in 2026,
to campaign on stopping it?

Trust is consistency; it is not earned in one moment or given at
random. I am an open book and regularly listen to the concerns of
all voters and residents, Left or Right, rather than simply talking at
them. Throughout my campaign, I've been able to show people that
my only goals are to bring tangible wins to our community and to
make this state one we can all live in and be proud to call home. In
November, I hope for your continued trust and confidence..

MINNESOTA HOUSE DISTRICT 40B (ELECT1)

Allen Shen (R)

City of residence: Roseville; I was raised
here and graduated from Mounds View
High School. Afterwards, I served in

the Minnesota National Guard and,
later, in the Army Reserves. After
graduating from the University of
Minnesota, I worked overseas at the
French company Chauvin-Arnoux
Group. I moved back in 2018, and now, I

am planning to be your next legislator

to restore our state as the land of 10,000 lakes, not the land of

10,000 frauds.

Occupation: Marketing communications

List three most recent civic involvement roles:

¢ Served on the College Alumni Board at University of
Minnesota

¢ Picking up garbage in the city of Roseville

¢ Feed my Starving Children

Q. Why do you want to serve in the Minnesota Legislature?
A. I believe our elected officials should come from everyday

citizens who want to serve our state and make everything
better. Politicians were never intended to make this job a career.
Even in the state of Minnesota, we have elected officials who
have held their seats for many decades. That should change.

I felt a strong calling from God to step up to the plate and run
for office after seeing a mod group led by Don Lemon who
invaded my church in January. That’s when I took a stance
against that violation of FACE act. You do not come into a
church on a Sunday to disrupt worshiping families and terrify
children. That is not accepted in a free country and should not
be tolerated by anyone who is for freedom of religion.

Q. What can the state do in the next five years to help
Minnesota prosper?
A. Some people think we can tax the corporations (job creators)
in the state to oblivion, and somehow those corporations will
just comply. I blame our education system for not teaching high
school and college students how taxes, interest and investment
work. When corporate taxes are high, companies can easily move
away. That’s why Medtronic, a Minnesota-born company, moved
its headquarters to Ireland.

How long has it been since we saw a huge company build
a plant to bring manufacturing jobs here? When the time to

approve a plant construction in Iowa is around 90 days, but in
Minnesota, it takes up to three years, companies can easily move
their investment to other states.

Government should lower the costs for citizens and companies.
If we pay less in property taxes, income taxes, car tabs and sales
taxes, more money will enter our economy, making it more
vibrant.

Q. What are two challenges that the state faces and how
might you solve themif elected?

A. Fraud: Since this fraud was exposed, I noticed my car tab,
property taxes and sales taxes surged, and there’s a new tax

on selected groceries, which we didn’t have before. It’s as if

the state failed to stop the fraud, yet all of us are paying for it.
That’s not fair. We must restore all guardrails to hold people
accountable, and the punishment for committing fraud must be
severe enough to deter most people from doing so.

Voter ID: Currently in Minnesota, we don’t need to show
proof of citizenship or an ID to register to vote, and a voter
can vouch for up to eight people. Many people suspect voter
fraud in Minnesota. The best way to fix that is to require proof
of citizenship and an ID to vote. If India can do it for their 1.4
billion citizens, I think we can too.

David Gottfried (DFL)

City of residence: Shoreview; I was
raised in Roseville and visited Shoreview
often growing up. I loved this area so
much that when it came time for my wife,
Haylee, and me to settle down, we decided
to move here.

Occupation: Outside the legislature,

I work at a law firm as a pro bono
specialist, supporting the firm’s pro

bono program and increasing access to

justice throughout the state and country. Prior to working at
the firm, I received my master’s degree in public policy from
the Humphrey School of Public Affairs at the University of
Minnesota.

List three most recent civicinvolvement roles:

e State representative

e Shoreview Community Foundation board member

e Volunteer attorney with the Children’s Law Center

Q. Why do you want to serve in the Minnesota Legislature?
A. One thing is for certain: people in this district care about
their neighbors. So do I. I love my community — that is why
I'm running for reelection. Whether it’s seeking accountability
for the harm done to us during Operation Metro Surge or
protecting children from gun violence, it is a labor of love. I was
honored to serve this community since March of last year, and
it would be an honor to serve again. You have my word that I
will work hard to earn that opportunity again.

Q. What can the state do in the next five years to help
Minnesota prosper?

A. I believe in making Minnesota a place where everyone has
the freedom to thrive — not just survive.

Our state cannot avoid the problems the federal government
gave us. Their reckless war with Iran caused skyrocketing
prices. The state must do what it can to protect and provide for
its people.

We can lower the cost of housing by building more homes.
We must prevent private equity firms from hoarding houses.
We can move toward a healthcare system, not just a health
insurance system. We do this by removing insurance companies

from our public health plans. We can reform property taxes

so people on a fixed income can stay in their homes. Unfair
practices make us pay high prices for the things we need in our
daily lives. We must end the greatest cause of our high cost of
living: corporate price gouging.

Q. What are two challenges that the state faces and how
might you solve themif elected?
A. Trump refuses to give our state funds that help people
survive. If his government does not fulfill its lawful obligations
to Minnesota, then we must act. We can recover the funds they
withhold by holding federal income taxes in escrow. Those
taxes should be used to cover the budgetary shortfall. When the
federal government abides by the Constitution once more, we
can release that tax income.

Next, we pay too much for healthcare and don’t see adequate
outcomes. Our money goes to insurance companies instead
of actual healthcare. We must rein in these companies by
removing them from our public health plans. Connecticut did
this, providing excellent care and saving billions of dollars.
Minnesota can follow their lead and provide better care for far
less money.

865354
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SHOREVIEW MAYOR (ELECT1)

Josh Wing

City of residence: Shoreview
Occupation: Retail and technology
executive

List three most recent civic

involvement roles:

e Current member and treasurer —
Shoreview Economic Development
Authority

¢ Past member and chair — Shoreview

Economic Development Commission

Q. Why do you want to serve on the City Council?
A. Shoreview has been my home for more than 20 years, and
it has been a wonderful community for my family. Through
my service on the Economic Development Commission
and Economic Development Authority, I have also had the
opportunity to see firsthand how thoughtful leadership and
talented city staff have helped make Shoreview the community
it is today.

I believe it is easy to sit on the sidelines and have opinions
about what should be done. I would rather get involved and

contribute. I am running for mayor because I care about this
community and want to help ensure Shoreview remains a great
place to live, raise a family and operate a business. I hope to
bring my experience, practical approach to problem solving and
long-term perspective to the role while always listening to the
people who call Shoreview home.

Q. What can the City Council do in the next five years to
help the city prosper?
A. 1 want Shoreview to continue being a community where
people are proud to live and businesses want to invest. We are
fortunate to have great neighborhoods, strong city services,
beautiful parks and trails, and talented city staff. We need to
protect those things while recognizing that the next five years
will bring change. For me, that means being thoughtful about
how we spend taxpayer dollars; supporting our local businesses
and commercial tax base; planning for changing housing
needs; and preparing for challenges such as public safety,
cybersecurity, infrastructure and the retirement of experienced
city staff.

The mayor cannot accomplish these things alone. The role
requires listening to residents, working collaboratively with

the City Council and staff, and building relationships with
neighboring communities. I want us to plan ahead while
preserving what people love about living in Shoreview.

Q. What are two challenges in your city and how might you
solve themif elected?
A. Two challenges I believe deserve particular attention are the
TCAAP redevelopment in Arden Hills and housing.
Although TCAAP is outside Shoreview, its impact will not stop
at the city boundary. Our residents will experience changes
in traffic, roads, schools, public safety and other services. As
mayor, I would make sure Shoreview residents and businesses
have a strong voice as those decisions are made.

Housing is more personal. As I think about my own future
in Shoreview, I see how few options exist for people who
love this community but eventually want a smaller home.
We have limited condominiums, one-level townhomes and
other ownership options for people looking to downsize. I
want us to create more choices while respecting our existing
neighborhoods and the character of Shoreview. People who
have spent decades here should have opportunities to stay here.

Paul Gardner

City of residence: Shoreview
Occupation: Retired/Shoreview City
Council; My professional background
includes two decades in the recycling
sector, where I advocated for policy at the
state and national level, and seven years
as the administrator of the Minnesota
Clean Water Council. The Clean Water
Council recommends how to spend $130

million annually from the state’s Clean

Water Fund.

List three most recent civic involvement roles:

¢ I was elected to the Shoreview City Council in 2024.

¢ From 2007 to 2010, I represented Shoreview as a member of
the Minnesota House of Representatives.

e Thave also served on the Ramsey Conservation District
Board, and helped it merge with Ramsey County.

Q. Why do you want to serve on the City Council?

A. Our outstanding current mayor is retiring and she
encouraged me to run. I would like to maintain Shoreview’s
reputation as a city that works efficiently to provide quality
services. The city also must adapt to changing circumstances
outside of our control that can drive up our costs. Minnesota’s

labor force is shrinking as the baby boomers retire, and that

is driving our public safety costs up. The cost of living is
making home ownership more unaffordable and energy more
expensive. We have lost a lot of trees to the emerald ash borer. I
would like to help the city, its residents and businesses navigate
solutions for these and other issues so that we can reduce
financial risks and maintain quality. We must also maintain
Shoreview’s status as a welcoming community for all, commit
to public safety, enhance our parks and trails, and help our
businesses to thrive and expand.

Q. What can the City Council do in the next five years to
help the city prosper?
A. Generally, the business climate is good, but it is always
changing. Our recent business retention and expansion survey
gave very high marks to our community development staff
for their assistance. Businesses also say they really want to
stay in Shoreview! We plan to add a customer relationship
management (CRM) system to efficiently keep in touch with
businesses to see what their needs are so we can keep them
here. Shoreview continues to maintain its infrastructure and
carefully apply tax increment financing for redevelopment
opportunities that pose challenges.

Our residents love our amenities, including our parks,
recreation programs and trails. However, they require
investment to keep pace with high use. We have a park master

plan to refresh all our parks, but the speed at which we
complete it depends on the cost.

We can also better publicize our city-supported home-
improvement loan programs and first-time homebuyer
assistance program.

Q. What are two challenges in your city and how might you
solve themif elected?

A. The high costs of living and housing are deferring home
ownership, or is eating up more of household budgets. To
address this, we have programs from down payment assistance
to home maintenance loans for household that qualify. Our
progressive housing policy has created dozens of affordable
rental housing units, and our energy action plan can save
Shoreview consumers $2.3 million by 2030.

The main upward pressure on our property taxes is due to
higher public safety costs. The sheriff’s department had among
the lowest salaries in the metro, so higher pay is being phased
in to retain and attract deputies. The Lake Johanna Fire
Department is also hiring more full-time firefighters because it
is hard to retain our pool of part-time firefighters to have 24/7
coverage in all three stations. We will need to find efficiencies
throughout city government in the years to come to reduce
growth in property taxes.

Minnesota Senate Districts for Shoreview

Minnesota House Districts for Shoreview

Hear from your candidates BEFORE you vote!

MN HOUSE ¢ MN SENATE ¢ MAYOR e CITY COUNCIL ¢« SCHOOL BOARD

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF WHITE BEAR LAKE AREA

Candidate forums available at lwv-wbla.org or youtube.com/@lwvwbla

Ol

Paid for by LWVWBLA
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SEPTEMBER 22, 2026

SHOREVIEW PRESS 19

www.presspubs.com

SHOREVIEW CITY COUNCIL (ELECT 2)

Ashley Patel

City of residence: Shoreview

Occupation: Consultant, Healthcare

Technology Implementation.

List three most recent civic

involvement roles:

e My civic involvement in Shoreview
began with the Citizen Leadership
Academy, where I learned how city

departments collaborate to keep

Shoreview expertly run.

* Later, I served on the Human Rights Commission
to advocate for residents and provide educational
programming to ensure that people know their rights and
are able to live with dignity.

*  Most recently, my service as a Shoreview Community
Foundation board member deepened my understanding of
local needs and taught me about the dedicated organizations
supporting our neighbors each day. These experiences
collectively shaped my commitment to thoughtful local
leadership.

Q. Why do you want to serve on the City Council?

A. I am running for Shoreview City Council because I care
deeply about our community and want to give back through
dedicated service. My goal is to build upon the strong

foundation already established in Shoreview by preserving
fiscal responsibility while expanding the infrastructure and
community networks necessary to meet our evolving needs.
Local government is centered on the everyday experiences

of our neighbors. As a City Council member, I will listen to
families, seniors and local business owners, ensuring that our
city grows thoughtfully and remains accessible, supportive and
vibrant for every resident.

Q. What can the City Council do in the next five years to
help the city prosper?

A. Over the next five years, the City Council can ensure
Shoreview prospers by focusing on intentional economic
growth, strengthening infrastructure, and proactively
addressing community needs.

City Council must ensure housing affordability by
expanding access to down-payment assistance and home
maintenance loans, ensuring residents can afford to stay in
Shoreview long-term. The city can also streamline zoning and
permitting processes to welcome entrepreneurs and broaden
the commercial tax base to offset property tax burdens for
residents.

Another priority to help the city prosper is to expand bike
and pedestrian trails, ensuring safe, connected mobility for
all. Expanding trail infrastructure can keep the community
strong by enabling neighbors to connect with one another and
navigate the beautiful city we call home.

Finally, City Council should foster community trust through
transparent communication. By engaging with residents, the
council will ensure Shoreview remains safe, fiscally strong and
vibrant for all.

Q. What are two challenges in your city and how might you
solve themif elected?
A. Two challenges facing Shoreview are housing affordability
and emergency medical response.

Rising housing and maintenance costs place a strain
on residents wanting to stay in Shoreview long-term. To
address this challenge, I will work to modernize zoning and
permitting processes and build transparent partnerships with
skilled builders and community members. This approach
encourages mindful development, broadens the city’s tax base,
and connects homeowners with resources to help manage
living costs. Medical emergencies constitute a large number
of emergency calls in Shoreview. To support this, I plan to
work with the Lake Johanna Fire Department to ensure its
funding remains secure. By engaging Ramsey County and
state resources, we can help ensure the Fire Department has
sufficient resources to meet the growing need and demand for
their services. Additionally, maintaining Shoreview’s roadways
will ensure emergency vehicles can navigate our community
quickly and safely when critical care is needed.

JohnDoan

City of residence: Shoreview

Occupation: Transportation consultant

List three most recent civic

involvement roles:

¢ Grants committee chair, Shoreview
Community Foundation

* President, Ramsey County League of
Local Governments

¢ Member, Shoreview Economic

Development Authority
Serving on the council has been one of the greatest honors
of my life. As a Navy veteran, civil engineer, Vietnamese
immigrant and father, I bring a practical, collaborative
approach to solving problems and planning for our future.
During my first term, I championed environmental
sustainability, expanded housing choices, invested in parks
and trails, and worked to keep Shoreview financially strong.
I believe listening first, leading honestly and cooperating
thoughtfully will keep Shoreview a welcoming, vibrant
community for generations.

Q. Why do you want to serve on the City Council?

A. I am motivated to continue serving on the Shoreview City
Council because I deeply value the strong sense of community
that makes us unique. Shoreview is a no-drama community,
where residents show everyday kindness, stay engaged and

share a commitment to keeping our city thriving.

I am grateful for the opportunity to work with residents,
city staff and fellow council members who bring diverse
perspectives and a shared dedication to doing what is best for
Shoreview. That collaborative spirit makes our city government
effective, responsive and highly functioning.

Serving on the council has deepened my appreciation for the
care and effort required to maintain Shoreview’s high quality
of life. I value the chance to contribute to that work and help
ensure our city remains a place where people feel connected,
supported and proud to live. I look forward to continuing to
build on this strong foundation.

Q. What can the City Council do in the next five years to
help the city prosper?
A. Over the next five years, the City Council should continue
to strengthen Shoreview’s economy while preserving the high
quality of life that makes our city special. A key priority is
growing our commercial tax base by attracting and retaining
businesses that provide quality jobs and strengthen our
local economy. The successful redevelopment of the former
Deluxe campus into a thriving business center — now home to
Fairview Pharmacy, Binks, and PAR Systems — demonstrates
how thoughtful partnerships can transform underused
properties into economic assets while preserving parking for
the Slice of Shoreview.

We should continue advancing redevelopment opportunities,
including transforming the Shoreview Mall, through our

town center plan, into a vibrant mixed-use destination. By
supporting businesses, encouraging investment and planning
for the future, Shoreview can continue to prosper while
remaining the wonderful community we love.

Q. What are two challenges in your city and how might you
solve themif elected?

A. Two of Shoreview’s biggest challenges are maintaining
high-quality city services while keeping taxes affordable and
preserving the natural beauty that makes our community
unique.

First, we must continue delivering excellent services
without placing unnecessary burdens on taxpayers. I support
Shoreview’s affordable excellence strategy, which emphasizes
innovation, long-term planning and efficient use of resources,
giving residents the greatest value for every tax dollar.

By investing wisely, pursuing partnerships and carefully
managing city finances, we can maintain exceptional services
while protecting affordability.

Second, we must preserve Shoreview’s parks, lakes, wetlands
and open spaces as our community continues to evolve.
Thoughtful land-use planning, environmental stewardship and
continued investment in our park system will protect these
assets for future generations. We can support responsible
growth while ensuring Shoreview remains a city where families
enjoy clean lakes, beautiful trails, abundant green space and
the outstanding quality of life that defines our community.

CANDIDATE CHRISTINE THOMPSON DID NOT RESPOND

How to vote early

By mail

To vote by mail, apply to
have an absentee ballot
mailed to you. You do not
need to be registered to
apply.

For your ballot to count,
remember this important
information:

 Read the instructions that
come with your ballot
carefully.

 You will need a

witness when you vote and
complete your ballot. The
witness can be either a
registered Minnesota voter
or a notary.

» Return the ballot and
forms right away after you
finish. Your ballot will not
count if it is received after
Election Day.

In person

All voters have at least one
location where they can
vote early in person with an
absentee ballot. Depending
on where you live, there
may be additional locations.
« You can vote in person at
your county election office.
« In addition, you may be
able to vote at your city
office. Contact the clerk for
more information.

For most elections, absentee
voting locations must be
open during their normal
business hours starting 46
days before the election. In
addition, locations offering
absentee ballots for federal,
state or county elections
must be open:

- The last Saturday before
Election Day (10 a.m. —3

pm.)

« The day before Election
Day until 5 p.m.

- Some local jurisdictions
may provide additional
absentee voting days or
hours beyond the above
required days and times.
Call your jurisdiction for
more information.
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Honest Work for Honest Pay

651-270-7360

Reasonable Rates
-all jokes and laughs are free

Servicing All Major Appliance Brands
Major Credit Cards Accepted

AUTO SERVICE

Big enough to handle any job, yet small enough to care.

Bear Roofing & Exteriors is a well established Minnesota based Roofing, Siding, Gutter, Window, Soffit and Fascia installer with over 20 years of experience. We

offer a full range of services for both residential and commercial needs. We are big enough to handle any job yet small enough to care. We have offices in River Falls
Wisconsin, White Bear Lake & Hutchinson, Minnesota that are ready to serve you in the Twin Cities Metro Area, Greater Minnesota and all of Wisconsin.

Our pride shows in the quality materials we use, excellent workmanship and superior customer service we offer you. Bear Roofing and Exteriors is the local contractor
that you can rely on.

Our knowledgeable sales team will guide you through the entire process of installing your new Roof, Siding, Windows, Gutters, Soffit and Fascia.

Bear Roofing & Exteriors installers are all fully trained and experienced with installation of all our products. We will complete your home repair beatification project
quickly, efficiently and with as little intrusion into your daily routine as possible.

« Auto Repair - Oil Lube & Filter Service
20 years of experience serving White Bear Lake
& Centerville - Friendly, Honest Service

651.226.4235
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm
7137 20" Avenue North « Centerville
www.facebook.com/vermauto

e Minnesota license #8C223025

Contact Bear Roofing & Exteriors to get started on your roofing or home exterior project.
o Wisconsin license #856111

We are local contractors who care about our customers. (651) 407-1987 bearexterior.com

CLEANING DRYWALL HEATING & COOLING LANDSCAPING

Wolf Bros. Drywall Go.

Total Drywall Services
New Const & Basement Finishes
Residential/Commercial
Family Owned & Operated
40 yrs * Since 1979

Find our ad under Roofing

IKING AUTOH4,¢ L

Foreign & Domestic

Ehman Landscaping

» Complete Automotive Repair
* Friendly Service * Low Rates

2501 E. Counly Rd F

Furnace & A/C Specializing in:

Installations and Service * Sodding *Seeding *Grading

. Insured Li d. Bonded
While Bear Lake CALL LEE lcensed, bonde Sod Repair » Sod Removal
651-407-3465 (651) 428-0229 & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES
RonEhman@outlook.com

Call Ron 612-720-1893

Forest Lake

ARROW

651.426.4233 cphvac.net

vikingautomoliverepair.com, ‘
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www.rsautorepair.com

Bathrooms .,

C .

Q\\“g agyy -« Design

N i % « Bath Repair

» Remodeling

« Tub Surrounds

i

-\ « Free Estimates

HUGE SAVINGS!

Lic. #20060261
651-257-4706

BATHROOMS

CONCRETE

Wohlwend

Concrete & Masonry
Reliable Contractor
Since 1985
Reasonable prices

651-426-2610

swohlwend@myctl.net

www.youngcastlebathr com

|/ SCHNEIDER

CUSTOM WOODWORKS

Commercial & Residential

« Cabinet resurfacing
and refacing

= Custom exterior work

= Deck refacing

Free Estimates & Callbacks
within 24 hours

651-213-6638

schneidercustomwoodwork.com

CARPENTRY

Small Job Specialist

45 years experience

Basement Finish/Remodel
i Exterior & Interior Painting
3 Doors/Windows/Siding
j Ceiling Textures/Roofs
Kitchen Remodels/Counter Tops
Decks/Landscaping
0dd Jobs
LA 4

Bathrooms

651.653.9920/612.816.8544

CLEANING

CABINETRY

DRYWALL

LORENZ DRYWALL

- CHANGING CEILINGS OVER

TO KNOCK DOWNS « TAPING
- SPRAYING « ADDITIONS

- LIGHT PLASTER PATCHING
- BASEMENTS - GARAGES

No job too small!

Kerry 651-653-9021
(Cell) 651-271-4221

DECKS

POHL HARDWOOD FLOOR
RESTORATION,LLC
HARDWOOD FLOOR SPECIALIST

NEED A NEW FLOOR
MAKE AN OLD FLOOR LOOK NEW
-Sand and refinish -Installation
-Small jobs -Big jobs -Repairs
Call PATRICK @ 651-983-9775

for your FREE ESTIMATE
pohlhardwoodfloors@gmail.com

“Where Every
Surface Finds
its Shine””

« Concrete Coatings
« Flake Epoxy

« Metallic Epoxy

« Interior Painting

« Exterior Painting

(651) 363-1854
twinstarcoatings@gmail.com

HANDYMAN

We fix heaving and
sinking footings and
foundations with
Helical Pilings
Custom Decks/Footing/Repairs/
Remodels/Pole Barns/Garages/

Additions & Porches/All Repairs/
Fences/Roofing/Siding

651-746-4582
northlandlandscape.com
Bonded Insured | Lic #8C638094

C & ) SERVICES

Upholstery &
Carpet Cleaning
Air Duct &
Dryer Cleaning

Family Owned &

Operated Since 1999
Residential & Commercial
763-732-9668
Email info@cjservices.biz
www.cjservices2LLC.com

Deck Cleaning
& Staining

Professional - Prompt
Guaranteed Results

651-699-3504

www.RTDservices.com

FREE Estimates! Specializing in
- Handyman - Remodeling - Drywall
Repair- Bathrooms - Kitchens

Licensed Bonded Insured

Ron Skibsted, R.S. Construction
651-271-5000

License #BC002674

B
Let Us Know | /

What You @ﬂé

Have =

Division of R.C. Const since 1975
Family Owned (Lic. & Insured)

LANDSCAPING

Landscape Renovation Specialist
Mulch, Black Dirt, Gravel, Boulders
Bobcat, Grading & Excavation

Letourneaulandscaping.com
651-426-0410

ELECTRIC Big Junk Removal = o 5515
K0! T, Dery
g b Small Jobs Welcome 612-810-2424 B iy Caggr~ e
q?og,/)e f N - Repair Circuits - Recepts Added -

North Metro Are®® - Remodels - Panels Replaced All Debris Painting
Complete Auto Repair Center ’ CellI%?\AE%?EN“S$S§EE5||%€”Clan Walls, Fences, Pool Removal, « Professional, Residential
All makes/models - Foreign & Domestic Household Waste 65" _383_5" 23 Sheds, Garqges, Concrete, Cars, House Painting

Free Loaner Vehicles - Towing Cons&rucﬁion Debris - — Tree Debris, Storm Clean-up . Interior & Exterior
651-483-4259 ppliances Call And = Kind, Respectful Service
38 Woodlynn Ave Little Canada Furniture FLOORING P

Please Call Richard
612-394-8978

_Cenan §peC|a|.|s1's &_

BesT PainTinG
We’ll bring your cedar
back to life!

FamiLy ownebp since 1967

Staining, Painting, Cleaning,
Stucco Painting, Repairs and
Restoration, Siding, trim, shakes,
fences, decks, pergolas, gazebos
Residential and Commercial
Call now for summer 2026
interior & exterior pricing!
Call or email Brian
651-238-1850
brian@cedarspec-bestpaint.com

ROOFING/SIDING

*Roofing *Siding
*Soffit eFascia
*Quality work

e Affordable Prices

Fast Free Estimates!

Call, Text or Email

MN LIC.#BC665536

763-208-8862 www.truebluebuilders.org

REMODELING

BOB’S HANDY WORK

» Tree removal & trimming
« Repair Carpentry

Veteran-Ret. USN
952-843-8742
bfarah693@gmail.com

BATHROOMS ~ KITCHENS
BASEMENTS ~TILES
ALL REMODELING

Twin Cities Premier Home Improvement Company

651-238-6751 « NorconHomes.com

Locally Owned Since 1994 | Insured / Lic #8C105943

WE DO EVERYTHING!
Roofing - Siding
Windows - Doors - Gutters - Decks
Painting - Repairs
And MORE!
bettersol.com

763-742-7500 2

Full Service Contractor &=

over 40 years experience MN Lic. B(639211
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ROOFING/SIDING TREE SERVICE

- Drain Cleaning

- Hot Water Heating

- Hot Water Heaters & Disposal

- Well Pump Service

- New Construction « Remodeling

Tom Thill 651-433-4866 Lic. #005402

REMODELING

WM Haves
Construction, LLC

Bathrooms e Kitchens  Basements
Remodeling « Water Intrusion Repair
RoofingMinn.com
Locally owned since 1972

651-429-2682

MN License #BC002810

INC
Oy Do R rEard femedaing

TIME TO REMODEL?

Kitchen / Bathroom
Basement / Deck E E
Check out our Models % 4
for design ideas.
*Financing H
options available*
SHERCO E
CONSTRUCTION n

651-888-4138

License # BC627690

CONSTRUCTION

o Kitchens e Remodels
o Bathrooms e Basements

SUMMER PROMO
o PVC & Composite Decks
@ 3 &4 Season Porches

Mention this ad
to receive promotion

651-653-0190

cartercustomconstruction.com
MN Lic #BC632066

BEAR

ROOFING & EXTERIORS
—_—Ne—————

“Your Local Exterior Specialists”
Residential - Hardie Plank

Roofing ¢ Siding * Windows
Gutters » Fascia & Soffit

651-407-1987

MN Lic.# BC223025

ABOVEBOARD ROOFING
AND SIDING INC.

Roofing, siding, gutters,
soffit and fascia
We also do repairs
Free estimates
In business since 2004
651-238-0601
Licensed
bonded insured
#BC476481

STUMP GRINDING

STUMP
GRINDING

Free Estimates
SAME DAY
s SERVICE

Fast, dependable, insured

631-426-8660

budgettreeservice@outlook.com

=
p ==

GENE’S TREE'SERVICE
& STUMP GRINDING

Licensed/Insured « Free Estimates

Call Today! 763-785-1629

APPLEWOOD
BUILDERS

ielping you love yourhowe!
applewoodremodelers.com
612.670.7004
MNLic#BC003215

612-868-6837

Room Additions - Kitchens
Basements - Decks

All Remodeling
For more info visit
KOlsonconstruct.com
Lic. *BC-516217

RESTORATION

A Cut Above
Tree Service
Licensed Insured
Free Estimates
Tree Removal and Trimming
Emergency Storm Damage

Quality Work - Reasonable Rates

Tree Removal
Tree Trimming
Gertified Arborist

FREE ESTIMATE

Fast, Dependable, Insured

Primeau’s

Tree Service

Tree & Shrub
Trimming/Removal

46 years of experience

Family owned
Certified Arborist onsite!

651-773-5643

Cameron .
Tree Service

+ Affordable Trimming & Removal

+ Storm Damage & Large Tree Removal
+ Stump Grinding

* Family Owned & Operated

+ FREE ESTIMATES

+ FREE WOOD CHIPS
+ Licensed / Insured

+ Senior / Vet discount

TREE SERVICE M (651) 775-8602

WATERPROOFING

GREAT LAKES

WATERPROOFING

Exterior Waterproofing

FREE ESTIMATES
651-340-2901

NO DIGGING REQUIRED

Targeting water flow at a fraction
of the price of drain-tile systems
Since 1978
MN License # IR660365

www.ReaIWaterproofing.coml

WINDOW CLEANING

CUTTING EDGE
WINDOW CLEANING

We don’t cut corners,
we clean ‘em!

Residential Window Cleaning

Stump Grinding Exterior Only
Local Family Owned Business Call Jeff for a free estimate
|M‘ b k.com/ac b '(e
WWwww.au:utabwetreet:areservi1:e.com',I 65 1 '283'8 770
651-334-9063
Pet Services
Since
1989

Personal Touch Pet Grooming
“When Quality and Service Matter”

763 784-4833
TDD 784-0662
Dial 711 for Relay Assistance

Deb Molin
Certified Master Groomer
200 Marian Ct., Circle Pines, MN 55014

S
E
R
v
I
C
E
D
I
R
E
C
T
0
R
Y

CLASS

Press Publications suggests that you be aware of advertisers requesting payment for
shipping merchandise. Confirm and verify all contact resources prior to sending any
money. Take caution when responding to text messages that are not local numbers.

EDS

150

Help Wanted

362

Miscellaneous

404

Garage Sales

LIABILITY DISCLAIMER INDEMNIFICATION:

Looking for a person
who is not afraid of the
telephone. If you are
friendly by nature and
have no problem talk-
ing to people, | am
looking for someone
to work in our classi-
fied department. Must
have basic computer
skills and likes to work
in a friendly atmo-
sphere. Please call
Press Publications at
651/407*1213

Looking For Student
To Help With Yard
Work At WHITE BEAR
COUNTRY INN Call
Bill 651/429*5393

Rudy's Redeye Grill
is HIRING a Front
Desk Agent 7a-3p &
3p-11p Part-Time

Please call
651-272-3783 and
ask for Jacqlyn or

send resumes to
JSchoen@
whitebearcountryinn.com

Rudys @j’& Grill

362

Miscellaneous

DON;GCT LET THE
STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover
the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles
on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or
wants to regain ac-
cess to their entire
home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 866/852*5506

GET DISH SATEL-
LITE TV + INTERNET!
Free install, free HD-
DVR upgrade, 80,000
on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to
$600 In gift cards. Call
today! 855/*562*4309

SAFE STEP NORTH
America s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation
and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE
shower package and
$1,600 off for a limited
time! Call today! Fi-
nancing available. Call
Safe Step
833/*966*3882

REPAIRING OR RE-
PLACING APPLI-
ANCES and home
systems like heating
and cooling can be
costly. A home war-
ranty plan can help.
Start saving and get
30% off any plan to-
day. Workmanship
Guarantee included.
Terms apply. Call
Cinch Home Services
855/887*4521

NO MORE CLEAN-
ING OUT GUTTERS
Guaranteed! LeafFilter
is backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty.
Call today
888/755*5761 to
schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obli-
gation estimate. Get
15% off your entire or-
der. Plus, Military &
Seniors get an addi-
tional 10% off. Limited
time only. Restrictions
apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and
offer details.

369
Want to Buy

GOOD DIGITAL
CAMERA
For Capturing News
For White Bear Press
5 yrs old or newer
Best Offer Call Patty
651/407*1200

WANTED: ALL 1970S
MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled
or not. Will pick up.
Cash in exchange.
Sell now before prices
fall. Call Dan at
612/*720*2142

WE BUY HOUSES for
cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any

condition. Easy three

step process: Call, get
cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by

calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 844/*978*0683

We Buy Vinyl Records
Lps, 45s, Stereo Equip
We make house calls

by appointment.
White Bear Lake
Records
4775 Banning Ave, WBL
wblrecords.com
651/224-4947

404

Garag_je Sales

ESTATE SALE —
12189 Pickerel Point,
Grantsburg. Fri.,
Sept. 25, 10-5; Sat.,
Sept. 26, 9-3. Chest
freezers, lift chair,
fishing & hunting
gear, boat, log splitter,
household items &
more. Something for
everyone!

ESTATE SALE
12189 Pickerel Point
Grantsburg
Fri Sept 25",10-5
Sat Sept 26" 9-3
Chest freezers, lift
chair, fishing & hunt-
ing gear, boat, log
splitter, household
items & more. Some-
thing for everyone!

Mahtomedi Estate
Sale 9/25 & 9/26 9-5
& 9/27 9- 3 ABSO-
LUTELY NO EARLY
SALES 1329 Warner
Ave N Mahtomedi
1953 2 door Ford
Crestline Victoria,
1965 Chev C 10 Truck
Fleetside Short Box,
1957 Chev 3100 Step
side Short bed P/U
Truck, 1980 Buick 2
door Regal, 1964 3
door C10 %2 Ton Sub-
urban Carryall,
Boat/motor/trailer,
bikes, MSRA Back 2
50's posters, dash
plaques, jackets,
shirts, mugs,directo-
ries and more. Classic
car framed artwork,
many limited editions.
Dale Earnhardt, Mah-
tomedi, Wbl, Howdy
Doody, Spuds
Mackenzie glassware,
Wheetie boxes, A&W,
Hires, Coors, Schmidt,
Packers, Twins,
Vikings and much
more memorabilia!
Automotive service
manuals, household
goods, building mate-
rials, car parts, lawn
equipment, snow
blower, wood chipper,
motor lifter, furniture,
TV's, antiques. Tools,
tools and more tools.
Many brand new
never used items.

451

Rentals/
Commercial

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY, all
real estate advertising
in this newspaper is
subject to the Fair
Housing Act which
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination based on
race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national ori-
gin, or an intention, to
make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination.”  Familial
status includes chil-
dren under the age of
18 living with parents
or legal custodians;
pregnant women and
people securing cus-
tody of children under
18. This newspaper
will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
Our readers are here-
by informed that all
dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are
available on an equal
opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll
free: 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free number
for hearing impaired is

The Newspaper shall not be liable for slight changes or typographical errors that do not lessen the value of the advertisement. The Newspaper
shall not be liable or responsible for any error in any advertisement except to give the Advertiser credit for so much of the space occupied
by the advertisement as is materially affected by the error; credit shall be by refund or republication of the advertisement at the election of the

1-800-927-9275.
Deadline for Classified

Newspaper. Such credit shall not be given for more than one incorrect insertion unless the Publisher is notified in writing of the error before the Lineand display ads
repetition of the insertion. When the Advertiser wishes to correct or change copy submitted as a "proof," the Newspaper shall not be liable for the Thursday 4pm I 651-
changes or corrections unless they are received by the Newspaper within a reasonable length of time before the deadline for publication. If an y4p 1
advertisement is requested to run after copy deadline, the Newspaper will not honor an adjustment request if an error occurs. No specific page 407-1250 | classﬂmd@
or position shall be guaranteed. The Advertiser or Agency shall indemnify the Newspaper for any attorney 's fees incurred in defending against presspubs_f_om

claims, pay any judgments against the Newspaper, and pay associated expenses and losses that are caused by the publication of any advertisement
submitted by or published at the direction of the Advertiser or Agency, including claims for libel, copyright infringement, and invasion of privacy.
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Mustangs trip Roseville
35-10, lose to Crimson

BY BRUCE STRAND
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

Highlighted by a 98-yard drive,
Mounds View defeated Roseville Area
35-10 in a daylight game Sept. 11 in
Roseville. The Mustangs (1-2) then lost
to Maple Grove 14-7 at home Friday.

Mustangs 35, Roseville 10

The Mustangs, behind 3-0, got the ball
on their own two in the second peri-
od. Tanner Jude, senior quarterback,
slashed nine yards on a third-and-sev-
en from the five to get the epic drive
started.

Connor Jude, sophomore halfback,
got them across midfield with a 32-yard
scamper. From the 21, Connor took a
pitchout from Tanner and lofted a pass

SPORTS BRIEFS
TENNIS

Mounds View, ranked No. 5 in Class
2A, has a 6-2 record, with losses to two
higher ranked teams, Edina 5-2 and
Minnetonka 6-1. The Mustangs have
beaten No. 8 Forest Lake 5-2, and Rose-
ville Area, Stillwater, Park, Cretin-Der-
ham Hall and East Ridge all by 7-0.

The singles lineup is headed by Reese
Wahlstrand at No. 1 and Stella Fagerlee
at No. 2. The No. 1 doubles team is Sofia
Kostinovski and Mikenna Peloquin.

On Sept. 10, Mounds View won 5-2
over No. 8 Forest Lake. At 1-singles,
Forest Lake’s Lucy Saari beat Wahl-
srand 7-5, 6-4. Winning for Mounds
View were Fagerlee and Sonam Bhas-
kar at 2-3 singles, and Kostinovski/
Peloquin, Julia Choi/Saina Makin and
Audrey Halverson/Madelyn Martin at
1-2-3 doubles.

SWIMMING & DIVING

Mounds View placed first of 10 teams
in the Blaine Invitational on Sept. 12. In
dual meets, the Mustangs have beaten

to a wide-open Case Wassink in the end
zone.

Tanner tossed a four-yard touchdown
pass to Will Arnold before halftime and
the Mustangs tallied three TD’s in the
fourth: Connor’s 13-yard run, Tyler Nel-
son’s five-yard run picking up the ball
after a blocked punt, and Jack Holmes’
five-yard TD run.

Tanner completed eight of 12 passes
for 142 yards with no interceptions and
ran 11 times for 90 yards. Connor toted
22 times for 126 yards. Wassink also had
a 4l-yard catch. Jordan Hvistendahl
caught four for 82 yards. Caleb Burbano
Suarez kicked four extra points.

Maple Grove 14, Mustangs 7

Mabple Grove pushed across two
touchdowns in the fourth quarter to
overtake the Mustangs. Maple Grove’s
Christos Bakritges scored on a three-

Forest Lake 100-81 and lost to peren-
nial conference champion Stillwater
104-77. At Blaine, Kara Gorzek won the
200 free with Annika Schwartz third.
Lauren Maki won the 50 free and 100
free. Gorzek was third in the 500 and
Schwartz fourth. Riley Bury was third
in breaststroke. Eva Pearson was fifth
in both the medley and butterfly. The
200 free relay won with Riley Bury,
Schwartz, Gorzek and Maki. The 400
team was second with Gorzek, Ana
Koepcke, Schwartz and Maki.

CROSS COUNTRY, BOYS

Mounds View placed first in the
22-school Rosemount Irish Invita-
tional on Sept 4. In the two-mile race,
Hunter Miller placed fourth in 10:17.
William Drury was eighth; Ismaeel
Ahmed, 14th; Charlie Altstatt, 17th; and
Benjamin Shaw, 21st. The Mustangs
were fourth of 14 teams at the Anoka
Invitational on Sept. 10, running their
second lineup, led by Chase Hanggi
in 14th place and Owen Leitch in 18th.

Email it to calendar
@presspubs.com

Have an event?

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Ida Wynn

Mounds View Soccer
September 22, 2026

Ida Wynn has delivered 10 points — four goals,
six assists — to help the Mounds View soccer team
start the season 6-1. The junior midfielder had a
goal and assist in a 2-0 win over Woodbury last
week and two goals in a 5-0 win over Forest Lake.
She has 12 goals and 19 assists in her career so
far. Wynn has made a verbal commitment to play
Division I soccer for the Iowa Hawkeyes.

15[

EL .-E'i info@4seasonsairwbl.com

4457 White Bear Parkway,
Ste B, White Bear, MN 55110
651-426-5254

BRUCE STRAND | CONTRIBUTED

Tanner Jude slipped through Roseville defenders to pick up a first down.

yard pass from Graham Greseth, then a
three-yard run. Luca Maciej rushed for
136 yards. Greseth was 10-for-20 for 124
yards with one interception.

Silas Helmer scored for the Mustangs
on a three-yard run in the second
period. They were held to 52 yards in

In the U of M’s huge, multi-state Roy
Griak Invitational at Fort Snelling on
Sept. 18, running in the top division,
the Mustangs place 19th of 40 teams, led
by Benjamin Russell in 78th place and
Drury 96th of 280 runners.

CROSS COUNTRY, GIRLS

Mounds View placed third of 10 teams
at the Anoka Invitational meet Sept. 10
as Leah Marchek placed seventh, Cora
Gentry 14th, and Madelyn Schmaltz
22nd. At the Roy Griak Invitational at
Fort Snelling on Sept. 18, running in
the top division, the Mustangs were
22nd of 40 teams. Linnea Ousdigian
was 41st; Marchek, 82nd; Emme Bro-
din, 146th; and Schmaltz, 150th of 280
runners.

VOLLEYBALL

Mounds View has a 2-6 record with
wins over EIk River and Hastings, and
losses to Spring Lake Park, Hastings,
Zumbrota-Mazeppa, Chatfield, Provi-

28 rushes. Tanner was 16-for-26 for 167
yards with one interception. Wassink
snagged six passes for 88 yards; Connor,
six for 37; and Max Hoerneman, two for
27. Mustafa Kabba intercepted a pass.

dence Academy, Concordia Academy
and Woodbury.

SOCCER, GIRLS

Mounds View is 3-0 in the SEC, tied
for first with Stillwater, and 6-1 overall.
The Mustangs beat Hill-Murray 2-0,
lost to Blaine 2-1, then vanquished Two
Rivers 3-1, White Bear Lake 2-1, Centen-
nial 2-0, Forest Lake 5-0 and Woodbury
2-0 — allowing just four goals in seven
games. Goalie Evelyn Warren is 33-for-
36 in saves. Top scorers are Ida Wynn
with four goals and six assists and
Gwyneth Tischler with three goals.

SOCCER, BOYS

The Mustangs (2-3-2) opened with a
1-0 win over Rochester Lourdes, lost to
Duluth East 4-1, tied St. Paul Central
3-3, lost to White Bear Lake 1-0 and
Minnetonka 6-0, beat Forest Lake 3-1
and tied Woodbury 2-2.

Bruce Strand

Coming Up In SPORTS

CROSS COUNTRY

= 3:30 p.m. Sept. 30 — St. Michael-Albert-
ville Invitational

BOYS FOOTBALL
= 7p.m. Sept. 25 —at Stillwater
= 7p.m.Oct.2 —vs. East Ridge

SOCCER, BOYS
* 5p.m. Sept. 22 —at Roseville
* 5p.m. Sept. 24 —vs. Irondale
» 7p.m. Sept. 26 —at Edina
= 7p.m. Sept. 29 — at Stillwater
= 7p.m.Oct.1—vs. Park, Cottage Grove
= T1a.m. Oct. 3 —vs. Park Center
» 5p.m. Oct. 6 —at Cretin-Derham Hall

SOCCER, GIRLS

= 7p.m. Sept. 22 —at Roseville

= 7p.m. Sept. 24 —vs. Irondale

= 1:30 p.m. Sept. 26 — at Prior Lake
» 5p.m. Sept. 29 — at Stillwater

» 5p.m. Oct.1—vs. Park, Cottage Grove
» 7p.m.Oct. 6 —at Cretin-Derham Hall

GIRLS SWIM AND DIVE

» 6 p.m. Sept. 24 —at East Ridge

» 6 p.m.Oct.1—vs. White Bear Lake

» 6 p.m.Oct. 6 —vs. Cretin-Derham Hall at
St. Catherine’s University

TENNIS, GIRLS
» 4 p.m. Sept. 22 —vs. Woodbury
» 4 p.m. Sept. 24 —atIrondale
» 9a.m. Sept. 26 — at Edina Invitational
» 4 p.m. Sept. 29 — vs. White Bear Lake
» 4 p.m. Sept. 30 —vs. Maple Grove

VOLLEYBALL, GIRLS

» 7p.m. Sept. 22 —at Roseville

» 7p.m. Sept. 24 —vs. Irondale

» 7p.m. Sept. 29 — at Stillwater

» 7p.m. Oct.1—vs. Park, Cottage Grove
» 7p.m. Oct. 6 —at Cretin-Derham Hall
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A carpenter by trade, Ambrose tended an extensive garden (1969 photo) and helped his son Michael set up his own sizable

garden in Shoreview.

Michael’s son Daniel watches him gather cherry tomatoes.

KURKOWSKI FAMILY: Six generations of Shoreview heritage and gardening

FROM PAGE 7

Marcia Kleine. Married in 1984, the couple made their
home in Shoreview, where they raised their son Dan-
iel. Mike and Marcia worked together professionally
and remain active volunteers for the Minnesota Den-
tal Foundation, whose vision is to eliminate unmet
oral health needs in our state and our communities.
The foundation’s annual OneSmile Gala raises funds
to support grants and programs, such as Give Kids a
Smile and Mission of Mercy, that provide free dental
care to those in need.
Mike has continued the
Heritage Family tradition
of community involvement
through his true dedica-
tion and tireless service
to the dental profession,
even after his retirement in
2015. Mike’s participation
and leadership in state and
national committees, del-
egations, advisory boards,
councils and commissions
could fill a book. Over the
years, these contributions

have been recognized by

his colleagues. He was
Six generations later, elected Minnesota Den-
Cecelia (“Cece”) is the tal Association’s (MDA)
latest Kurkowski to find Speaker of the House of

her joy in the family garden, Delegates for seven years.

picking raspberriesoffcanes  He was a 2011 MDA Pres-
thatcame f"?“" hergreat-  jjent’s Award recipient,
grandfather’s garden. 2014 St. Paul District Den-

tal Society Outstanding

PINE TREE

APPLE ORCHARD

Apple Pie... oh my!

Baked Fresh Daily
Apples, Apple Cider, Apple
Bakery & Caramel Apples
Open Daily

North of White Bear Lake E.
Hwy 96 on Apple Orchard Rd.

Corn Maze &

Pumpkin Patch
Maze Sept. 26-Oct.25 11-3

Patch Oct. 3 - Oct 25. 11-3
651-429-7202

www.pinetreeappleorchard.com 2

Service Award recipient, 2018 MDA Outstanding Ser-
vice Award recipient and 2022 MDA Guest of Honor.

Ambrose, who lived to be 96, was proud of his son’s
gifts to the community and devotion to home and fam-
ily. An avid gardener himself, Ambrose was generous
with help and support when Mike and Marcia set up
their own garden in Shoreview. When reflecting on
the influence of his parents and grandparents, Mike
described them as great role models to whom family
meant everything. Honest and hard-working, they
were proud of their heritage and didn’t let a lack of
formal education hold them back.

The family tree sprouted a new branch with the
birth of Daniel James in 1989, a bouncing baby boy
who became the center of Mike and Marcia’s world.
Mounds View High School and the University of Min-
nesota produced a man of many interests, including
study abroad, community theater and award-winning
ballroom dance instructor. He is now owner of a
commercial real estate brokerage in the Twin Cities.
With Daniel’s marriage to Jessica Houlihan and the
arrival of three children — Orion, FitzReilly and Cece
— their family became part of the newest Kurkowski
generation.

Cece was named after her maternal great-grand-
mother, Cecelia Kurkowski, daughter of John and
Magdaline. Cece is a frequent visitor to her grandpar-
ents’ home in Shoreview, where she has captured the
heart of the neighborhood. Like most 3-year-old girls,
Cece loves arts and crafts and playing with her dolls.
But she is also the latest Kurkowski to find her joy in
the family garden. Just ask her grandpa Mike.

The legacy lives on through Michael

Reflecting on his boyhood years as a farm helper
on the family farm, today this suburban Kurkowski
farmer tends his acreage on a quiet cul-de-sac in
northern Shoreview. Backing up to Ramsey Coun-
ty open space expands the visual boundaries of his
property across the wetlands and into the woods
beyond. A pond attracts all sorts of birds and wildlife,
recently including a pair of sandhill cranes and their
twin chicks. At dusk a shy doe and her fawn appear,
and by sunset it’s not surprising to see a fox creeping
out of the woods. A duet between the frogs and the
coyotes rises in a crescendo. Mike’s 2,500-square-foot
vegetable garden is fenced in to keep the wildlife from
helping itself to the abundance of garden produce. It’s
not destined for the local farmer’s market but is gen-
erously shared around the neighborhood. One neigh-
bor even taps Kurkowskis’ two maple trees every year
to make syrup. The crowning glory of Mike’s garden
is the patch of raspberry canes—six 50-foot rows he

These days, Grandpa Mike spends garden time with Daniel’s
daughter Cece, passing on the Kurkowski love of growing things.

planted as a wedding gift for Marcia. Even the rasp-
berries are part of the family tree, having come from
Kurkowski gardens going two generations back.

On a typical summer morning, Mike strides across
the sweeping lawn, under stately elms and oaks, past
black walnut trees and lilac bushes to the garden shed
with its mowers and garden tools.

Dressed in the usual long-sleeved Golden Gopher
shirt and old straw hat, he carries a jug of water and
a transistor radio. Like all of the Kurkowski farmers
before him, Mike gathers his tools and gets to work.

Presently, a little girl in a flowered sundress skips
towards the garden gate and calls out to her grandpa.
Mike gives Cece a basket and shows her how to gently
pull the delicate fruit off the bush. Side by side, they
begin picking raspberries Mike planted for his bride
42 years ago, and the Kurkowskis continue building
on their family heritage, just as Grandpa John must
surely have envisioned on that boat back in 1871.
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