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Today: Cloudy, chance of |
showers. F NAL CITY
Tomorrow. Cloudy, cooler.
EDITIO
High 8:52 a.m.; 9:04 p.m,
Low 2:55 a.m.; 2:49 p.m. 29
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By JOHN L. BOUCHER spared their tragic fate when he was a newlywed who was waiting for her Treated and released were: Alfred
Four persons died and 20 were in- blown through the door when the fire husband to come home for dinner. Ap- Beckley, Rose Rosen, Warren Byrone,
jured Friday when a general alarm began. parently grease in a frying pan on the Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Heft, Sadie Bern-
fire swept through two floors of the FELLED BY SMOKE stove flared up and Mrs. Toner’s ef- stein, Regina Reddy, William Mall,
12-story Brighton Towers, a luxury Another victim was taken from a forts to douse it with salt only made Mr. and Mrs. Herman Freeman, Hen-
apartment at Atlantic Avenue be- 10th floor elevator where apparently it worse. rietta Harris, Fireman Bruce Craley,
tween Brighton Aveuue and Stenton ghe was overcome by the dense smoke Bloomberg said that James O'Hag- Deputy Fire Chief Edward Jordan and
Place. ) that billowed through the aluminum en, 64, the apartment superintendent, Police Cap_tam James Lynch. .
b%Fn.mnd in th::l build;ng, wh;ch had .4 glass structure. heard the automatic fire alarm and I!‘ynci];"ftm c[:lal;ge iofﬂtlhet_umfm}med
n advertised as fireproof, were police shift on duty at the time of the
Maria Falgiatore, 42, of Apartment _ 10€ blaze fought by more than 300 rushed to the Toner apartment. blaze, was overcome by smoke as he
803, a waitress at the 500 Club, and firemen broke out at 7:30 pm. and  He tried to put out the flames with  an4 his men were breaking down
Judith Stout, 25, an Atlantic City Hos- was reported under control nearly two a fire extinguisher but was badly doors to alert the terrified residents.
pital nurse. hours later. burned in the hands and had to give All the injured were treated for
Mrs. Marie Andisman of Apartment Flames ate through the seventh wup his efforts. From there the fire burns and smoke inhalation.
811 was the victim of an apparent and eighth floor apartments and burst spread to Apartment 711, owned by Although the blaze was confined to
heart attack while a fourth person out through the Atlantic and Brighton Louis Kayser, and from there to ad- the seventh and eighth floors, but
was not immediately identified. Avenue sides over small balconies ex- joining apartments. smoke spread through out the entire
Two of the dead were found in the tending from the walls. Both Mrs. Toner and Hagen were building and firemen mounting exten-
rubble of a stalled elevator on the Fire Marshal Michael Bloomberg admitted to Atlantic City Hospital. sion ladders from four aerial trucks
seventh floor. A maintenance man op- said the fire began in the seventh Also admitted were Sarah Seidman were rescuing the smoke-choked and
erating the elevator said he was floor apartment of Mrs. Sandra Toner, and Eva Haskowitz. (Continued on Page 2)
By WILLIAM BONVIE
Press Staff Writer
A tale of unexpected chaos and horror visited on the residents of a luxury
apartment building during a quiet, rainy Friday evening was relived several
hours later as refugees from the upper floors of the Brighton Towers told how
it was.
~ Between 80 and 90 people, many of them elderly, who were forced out of
their apartments by the deadly holocaust that swept through two floors of the
building gathered in tha
® Windsor Lounge of the
Nl n Claridge Hotel while await-
X_O r erS ing assignment of tem-
porary quarters there.
Many were dressed in night-
® clothes and still smelled of the (Press Photo by Corney Bell of Hess Studio)
rme l tS acrid smoke that pedvaded the)] CARRIED TO SAFETY — Mrs. Sandra Toner, in whose apartment the tragic
{;‘iiedesgjnghds:?;fv iﬁ?ﬂmﬁﬁ Brighton Towers general alarm blaze erupted, is carried to safety by police and
ed by Claridge House physician| firemen. The policeman aiding Mrs. Toner is Patrolman Harold Maguire.
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-| “We are able to confirm pub-|Dr. J. Joseph Jacobsen.
dent Nixon ordered Friday re-|jjshed reports that the USS New| While the cheerful music of
sumption of reconnnaissance . Pedro Albini and his orchestra A K k l h D N
flights off North Korea but un- Jersey has been d-werted. from wafted through the hotel from noc On e Oor
der armed protection not hither-|her schedu}ed arrival at Long|another lounge across the
to provided. Beach, Calif., and is returning|lobby, the fire refugees drank
Neither the White House nor|to the Western Pacific.” coffee, commiserated with one ! _ '
the Defense Department would| The New Jersey, the only ac-|another and told reporters of n e r O ‘e Oose
specify what form this protec-|tive battleship in the world, had|the alarm that turned out to be,
tion would take but the Penta-|peen homebound after a tour of the real thing. | '
gon announced redeployment of duty off Vietnam where her 16-| ‘We didn't realize how serious| gy SAMUEL H. SCHWARTZ |ble because I knew so many of| Pinto said O’Hagen evidently
extensw_e forces, including thelinch guns were used to pound|it was at first,” said Morton! Press Staff Writer the tenants were elderly. came upstairs and gned_tg ex-
battleship New Jersey and, pre-|targets up to 20 miles inshore. |Abelson of apartment 1204. «It was a very frightening| Pinto said he believes most of tinguish the fire but failed in
sumably a pair of aircraft car-| American intelligence ships| “I was in the shower and my thing. believe mg " said Donithe tenants remained calm “be-|his efforts. He suffered second
riers. 1 - and planes in international wa- husband heard the bell,” Abel- Pint%' one of the survivors of|cause they felt the building was|degree burns, it was learned la-
. Any immediate military retal-iters and airspace “are not fair|son’s wife recalled. “He went the reneral alarm fire that|fireproof.” ter.
iation has been ruled out andigame,” Nixon declared, and|out and the door closed on him.”| ;. gd four lives at the OCK ON DOOR By this time, the building fire
the moves appear to be simply|“They will not be in the future.”| “I didn’t know until I got out ga.”'ﬁf Tou L ;?'i o ik A KNOCR ON alarm was ringing, he said.
implementation of protective| In saying the flights will be'of the shower and heard him! ' B on “OWErS y MET-] He was in his apartment hav-iT0. ol 0 et U i
steps. protected, Nixon said: “This is|yelling ‘fire, fire, let me in,.” ] Pinto, who lives on the mnt-hii"g difmer: around. 7.2 jehen apaﬁngen?; and ran down nine
The first Pentagon announce-|not a threat. It is simply a state-' Mrs. Abelson said she put on :floor and operates the Atlantic|Mrs. Sandra Toner, who lwestﬂ, hts of steps to check on his
ment spoke of both ships and ment of fact.” ‘her robe and coat and her hus-|Academy of Beauty Culture onon the seventh floor, knocked H&1S @ B-oBS -8 T thought
aircraft. A second announce-| Nixon ended his public silence band put on a pair of slippers, the street floor of the high-risejon his door and the door of the:u?:“[ﬁ’_e sins i e Tosiee halt
ment some hours later, said: (Continued on Page 2) and they fled the apartment. On apartment, led several persons apartment next door. of the building. Once downs
their way out, they took along fqumht th? tg“’[&mg during theé| when Pinto opened his door, stairs, he telephoned his mother
i an elderly neighbor, Mrs, Mary | €18t 01 the biaze. Mrs. Toner, who used to bej, 4 iho wag still in her aparts
Calvi, who walks with a cane, One of those led to safety by employed by Pinto as a beau- ment
a l us e n e and their chihuahua, Brandy. |Pinto was his mother, Lena, 75, tician, said she had been pre- "M'y mother, as well as most
Along with other tenants, they|a tenant in an 11th-floor apart-|paring dinner for her husband,| . 112 other tenants on the top
got on an elevator which took|ment. Michael, when, she told him,\foo. “gign't realize the fire
o them as far as the ninth floor,| “Being through the war (Pin-[“all of a sudden the oveni, .. v 4 Pinto noted.
Or ler O n t where it stopped and filled with |to served with the U.S. Infantry|caught on fire and I ”threw “ told her she’d better get
smoke. in the European campaign dur-|salt on it to pUtolt out. .Her ready to evacuate because I was
(Press Photo by Corney Bell of Hess Studio) - Said' 'everybody o, s ing WORk: ar [ e T htlsltilam:' bk e BRI coming back up to get her.”
: : . ) elevator is not safe.” said Mrs.|enough . . . but this was just'at the time. Pinto wet a large blanket,
: HAIARDOUSCLIMB - F”Emen SCC.IIE the bluzlng B}' DOROTHY I.‘Eln grmtEndent for about SIX mont_hs Abelson. Everyone complied, she'horrible . . . a knock on the| Mrs. Toner, who had her dﬁ'g Wrapped it around himself and
1 apartment building in search of residents trapped Popks SULE Wil in July 1966 following the resig-\said, but concern was expressed|door and all hell broke loose,”|in her arms, said after she at-|covered his mouth and nose and
inside the holocaust which gutted the entire seventh | 5, oo M Ppierpont, 32, for.|Paton of Supenntﬁndel;lt Ell-laver the safety of Mrs. Calvi. |Pinto said. temped to douse the fire, she(started to climb the 11 flights
and eighth floors. mer acting superintendent of the| - o.c H. Slaybaugh, who has “My husband took her under| *“Although people generallyjcalied downstairs to the super-|of fire escape stairs.
Egg Harbor Township schools,|Since returned to_the P“iht- the arm and led her down thelmanaged to stay calm, and nolintendent, James O'Hagen and| “There was absolutely no
& was sentenced Friday to a two- ths;er&unfﬁr;nagglﬁlezmnmﬁ f?; (Continued on Page 10) one was screaming, I felt terri-lexplained her plight. {Continued on Page 10)
W f D tll S Ct to three-year suspended term in chairiman of the Englis’h Depart- Y - o = T
]. e ea us e , [ |State Prison, fined $200, and or-| \ors "in one of the Willingboro B Y
dered to make full restitution of} ., - 3
$1,439 in SC].'}OO]. funds he admit- SChDDI officials in that Bur- - .
. ted embezzling. lington County community are
urt ln lOOt- ut He also was placed on pro-laware of Pierpont’s criminal
bation for two years by Judge|indictment and guilty plea,
Thomas W. Rauffenbart.  |Kupperman indicated, and wrote
VINELAND — Casey Days, ed from tree to tree, occasion- ngoldtt Kuppetlc.)rll:lallh Ple:_'; letters to local officials com-
58, of 402 Plum St., injured in a|ally shooting at the policemen. fl?:t iisacﬁggfyélready hgdc;lali d miﬂding his work in their
shoot-out with police Friday| In the meantime, Capt. Jos-|back $660. to the school board. sc“;:oosﬁen wonder what makes
morning, is under guard at New-|eph Cassisi, Sgt. Bernard Cas-|The balance of payments, thela man like you tick the way
comb Hospital, prime suspect in|tellini, Sgt. Arthur Becker and|judge directed, are to be made you did,” Judge Rauffenbart
the fatal shooting of his wife.| Det. Joseph Soracco went to the|directly to the probation office.(said to Pierpont, and reminded
Police found his wife, Arlene!scene. Pierpont pleaded guilty on (Continued on Page 2)
. ’ I i Feb. 19 to the charge that he
Days, 55, lying on the floor of| One of Days’ shots narrowly had taken the money from the
their home, dead from a single|missed Det. Tirelli. Ptl. Fiordi-|stydent Activity Fund at the H. Millville
shot in her head. Point of entry|mondo and Ptl, Lahn fired back,|Russell Swift Schoool over a pe-
was on the left side of her nose|with one of the shots catching|riod starting in January 1967, GI Killed ;
just above the upper lip. An'Days in the right shoulder,| The theft reportedly was not o
autopsy was performed at 3|knocking him down. gf:r?v:flﬁldPilé?;i;ntu::asfglilso::]vil:sg- T]?IILLV%LES: = M-':llll;ine Pfcf.
. : ’ omas W, Snyder, 18, son o
p.m. to recover the bullet, | The. pol1cemer.1 rushgd OVEr|'i last June 30. He was then|Mr. and Mus. Glfeorge Sivder of
Police theorized a 22-caliber|and disarmed him. While they|yice principal of the Swift|Orange Street, was killed in
rifle was used in the shooting.|were administering first aid,|school. Thien Bien Province, South
Days was first spotted by Ptl.|Days said he had shot his wife.| He was appointed acting sup-|Vietnam.
Russell Fiordimondo about 8:45| Days was taken to Newcomb! Hi; f?thh_er said dFrit(ll]ay night
. Fri : | Hospital and Dets. Soracco and word of his son’s death was re-
; 8.5ii: Fivtay Walking. hoitli 0n Loepas 2o : = In TOdﬂYIS Press ceived Thursday night but the
Fourth Street near Peach Street,|Tirelli took over the investiga- : ! :
; . g : g details were not immediately
carrying a rifle and acting in ation of the homicide. Days has| Amusements ._........ 12,13 lknown.
suspicious manner. given a St_ate!]dlegt’ Chief Mas-| Around the City .__._..___ 24 | A graduate of Millville High
He radioed headquarters for trogiovanni said, but its contents 15§ [ —— 18 {School, Pfc. Snyder joined the &
' : ; cannot be disclosed. Marine Corps in June, 1968, and T i
assistance. First to arrive were| \ou o pooc Church oo 5 6 “Oorps » 1300, RS <
. . n Days is released from| . ... o »w {saw Vietnam combat three L =Y
Ptl' Eugene Smlth' DEt' MIChae] the hOSpltal, he wjnl:l m ChaIEEG assiied ... 24 27 months latel-. ﬁﬂ#
Tirelli, Director of Public Safe-with murder and assault on po-| COmics-Columnists ___.18, 19 " ® 0 i “ 0 pig parents, he i ‘ | J
ty Edward Rossi, Ptl. Richardllice officers and placed in the| Crossword Puzzle _...___. 18 lis survived by six brothers and D j
Lahn and Sgt. Michael Bianco. couniy jail. The arraignment| Editorial ___.___.......___. 4 [sisters, Evelyn June, William e B
h'Daj'rfsl wasdas:ilged to El_.tt dmal;n':l!-'lil g? here, but the date is| Financial ___._..._.... 14, 15 |[Doyle, Georgia Kay, Anita (Press Photo by Mike Blizzard)
s rifle and discuss his prob-|nOL S€L. Obituaries __..coceo__.... 22 |Elaine, Mary Ellen and David. : s : : s apt
lem, to which he replied “I can't| According to the chief, Days| Secial .._....ceeeeeeee-..- 79 | The elder }ényder said funeral] HORROR REIGNS — Cycle Policeman Joe Rifice, standers watch silently as the first victim is re.
do it,” according to Chief|will remain under 24-hour guard’ Sports ...__.......... 20, 21 [services and burial will be in| right, displays the shock registered by all at Brighton moved from the gutted elevator.
Ralpk Mastrogiovanni. He dart-|while hospitalized. Television «..oeeemeonen-n 19 |North Carolina. Towers last night, A erowd of policemen and by- |
' ¥ . . : b
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