
By JENNIFER BOGDAN
Staff Writer

Bert Parks had stood guard
in front of the Sheraton At-
lantic City Convention Center
Hotel for more than 14 years
without incident.

Arms outstretched and
holding one of Miss America’s
iconic crowns, the life-sized
bronze likeness of the man
known as Mr. Miss America
was ready to provide a “crown-
ing moment” to any traveler
curious enough to see
whether she ... or he, for that
matter ... might fit under the
sparkling crown.

That was, until earlier this
year when Bert disappeared
from his perch in the tea gar-
den outside the hotel. With
news that the pageant would
return to its birthplace in

September, his disappearance
sparked concern as people
began to wonder where the

Video: The
Press asks
—whowas
Bert Parks?
bit.ly/
pressparks

Photos:
View our Bert Parks gallery at:
bit.ly/pressparkspics
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At Atlantic City International Airport. Forecast, A2

Vineland’s Ford
close to majors
Sports, D1

Fisherman’s body found
Port Norris fisherman Joshua Catlett’s

body was found Thursday in southern
Delaware and identified Friday, State Po-
lice said. Catlett, 24, had been missing
and presumed dead since April 4. C1

Benghazi memos altered
Political considerations influenced talk-

ing points the U.N. ambassador used five
days after the deadly assault in Libya, with
State officials asking that references to ter-
ror be deleted, department emails show. A3

By ANJALEE KHEMLANI
Staff Writer

Catering to international visi-
tors by adding direct flights from
abroad to Atlantic City Inter-
national Airport could increase
tourism and business for the
region, those gathered for the
Jersey Shorecast conference were
told Friday.

“People want to be able to travel easily

to get to the destination that they
are having their convention in,”
said Larry Sieg, vice president of
marketing with for Atlantic City
Convention & Visitors Authority.

Sieg was among the panelists
Friday morning during the fifth
annual conference at the Stock-
ton Seaview Hotel and Golf Club

in Galloway Township, which addressed
marketing campaigns for Atlantic, Cape

May and Ocean counties to attract
tourists to the region as it recovers from
Hurricane Sandy.

Sieg said the need for international vis-
itors to fly into Philadelphia and make
additional arrangements to get to Atlantic
City can make reaching the resort seem
impossible.

“It is a perception we struggle with on a

Panel urges international flights The Jersey Shore has come a long
way since Hurricane Sandy struck
last fall.

Boardwalks are back, businesses
are open. Andmillions are being
spent in marketing as the state tries
to dispel the nationwide belief that
the Jersey Shore as a tourist attrac-
tion was destroyed.

Memorial Day is just two weeks
away, and the cry from the Jersey
Shore is clear: We Are Back.

Read our report on Sunday’s front
page of The Press of Atlantic City.

By DONALDWITTKOWSKI
Staff Writer

Atlantic City’s 12 casinos
are looking for a recovery in
their gambling revenue this
spring following a dismal
winter. So far, they haven’t
gotten it.

April’s gambling revenue
came in at $228.5 million,
down 12 percent
compared with
$259.9 million last
year, according to
figures released
Friday by the New
Jersey Division of
Gaming Enforce-
ment. Slots revenue fell 14
percent, to $161.7 million,
while winnings from table
games were down 6 per-
cent, to $66.8 million.

The gambling industry
struggled through the win-
ter, suffering three straight
months of double-digit rev-
enue declines blamed on

the lingering effects of
Hurricane Sandy and com-
petition from casinos in
surrounding states. April’s
figures suggest there is no
early-spring rebound on its
way.

The results also repre-
sented a huge disappoint-
ment for Revel, the $2.4 bil-

lion megaresort
that has been
mired near the bot-
tom of Atlantic City
gambling revenue
since it opened in
April 2012. Revel’s
revenue this April

plunged 40 percent, to just
$8 million, compared to a
year ago.

“Although our April gam-
ing revenues were disap-
pointing, we are launching
new initiatives that will
drive future growth and

Casino win
takes 12%
fall in April
§ Revel sees a 40 percent drop in revenue for the
month, while Atlantic Club posts a 37 percent gain.

§§ See Casinos, A11

By DONNAWEAVER
Staff Writer

Ocean County Prosecu-
tor Joseph Coronato has
directed the county’s police
departments to report
every drug overdose in an
effort to stem a rise in hero-
in abuse by tracking the
drug’s damaging effects.

The directive, which
takes effect this month, fol-
lows the prosecutor label-
ing heroin use a “crisis” fac-
ing the county shortly after
he took office in April. One

state legislator says it is a
move other counties should
follow.

Nine Ocean County resi-
dents died within eight
days last month due to
heroin overdoses. So far, 42
people have died this year
from drug overdoses. That’s
up from the typical 50
deaths in an entire year,
authorities have said.

In response, Coronato is
asking police to alert his

Ocean County wants
record of overdoses
§ The prosecutor says the reports from local police
will help identify areas of heroin distribution.

§§ See Heroin, A4

By LYNDA COHEN
Staff Writer

LINWOOD — April Kauff-
man’s daughter is done being
quiet.

A year after the local radio
personality and veterans advo-
cate was fatally shot in her
Linwood home, more than 100
people gathered Friday on the
bike path down the block to
remember her and let her still-
free killer know justice will be
served.

“I’m coming out of hiding
and making sure this person
pays,” said Kauffman’s only

Crowd seeks ‘justice for April’ at Kauffman vigil

§§ See April, A4

COMING SUNDAY

By SARAHWATSONStaff Writer

G roomed beaches, walkableboardwalks, sand-freestreets and sidewalks, andopen stores and restaurants.Visitors to nearly every townalong the New Jersey shore willfind just that come Memorial Dayweekend.
Depending on which towntourists visit, however, the breadthof attractions and open businesses— and even the condition of thebeach — will depend on howpainful a blow Hurricane Sandydealt nearly seven months beforeMemorial Day weekend.Business owners, along withstate and local officials, want thismessage made clear: The JerseyShore is open for business, andtourism dollars are critical to help-ing the region recover from theworst storm in state history.“We have to try to get the wordout to let (visitors) know we arehere and are ready to go,” said RonMahan, owner of the Windswept

Motel in Point Pleasant Beach.Sandy made landfall Oct. 29near Brigantine, which proved tobe a dividing line between theshore regions that suffered moder-ate to major flooding damage andthose that suffered catastrophicdamage.
The southern fringes of the

state, such as Wildwood and CapeMay, were open within days of thestorm. Business districts in OceanCity and Margate took a littlelonger, as owners needed severalweeks to months to make repairsto flooded stores and restaurants.Atlantic City’s Tourism Districtsaw no lasting effects from the

storm, other than public percep-tion.
But in communities north ofLong Beach Island, such as SeasideHeights and Sea Bright, the dam-age to tourism areas was extreme,with boardwalks wrecked, most
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A CONVERSATION WITH...

How did the
real estate
boom in the
’90s and early
2000s affect the
watershed?

The Great
Egg Harbor
watershed is unique in... that our water quali-

ty standard is really high. Wehave, for the most part,(Environmental ProtectionAgency-designated) “out-standing national resourcewaters,” which is the higheststandard. There are stan-dards that most of the statehas, and then, in thePinelands, the standard is really

Watershed administrator sees how development, environment dovetail

FRED AKERS

Q.

B y WA L L A C E M c K E L V E Y , S t a f f W r i t e r

!! See Akers, A8

AKERSA. Watch the
Conversation.
Video at bit.ly/
pressakers

Fred Akers, 63, of Buena VistaTownship, is an environmental advocateand watchdog through his administra-tive role at the Great Egg HarborWatershed Association, a nonprofit thatreceives federal funding. For more than adecade, he’s been involved in issues relat-ed to development, infrastructure and

natural resource management in SouthJersey. Akers, who was paid $48,000 in2011 (last tax record available), has alsoserved on various state environmentalcommittees and focus groups and is acurrent member of both the AtlanticCounty Utilities Authority and the BuenaVista Township Planning Board.‘A conversation with…’ is an occasional interview with people who are making an impact

on South Jersey.

By VINCENT JACKSONStaff Writer
Kathy Fowler, of Galloway Town-ship, grew up with a mother whostayed at home with her.Fowler works full time as a nursewhile raising her children, but toFowler, her mother is probably thestrongest woman she’s ever known.“My mother’s life is unique. Shewas Japanese. She had to learn a newculture, embrace that culture, andlive that culture and leave a lotbehind. She really raised us (Fowlerand her two siblings) pretty much byherself because after my dad passed,she did remarry, but he passed away,too,” said Fowler, 53. “She is a greatparent, and she’s really amazing.”Japanese parents are very hands-on with their children, Fowler said.Fowler’s mother was like that, and itis a value Fowler shares with her.“I was difficult for her because shewas Japanese. She was learning justhow to speak English and read

Many
methods
to being
a mom

! Capsule text Capsule textcap
cap
cap

Staff photo by Michael EinKathy Fowler and daughter Maya,14, pose in their Galloway Town-ship home, Tuesday Apr. 30, 2013.(The Press of Atlantic City/Staff

!! See Moms, A8

From Sandy Hook south,the shore wants you back

‘Thank God we see
the end, we see the

light. We’re
pumped. We’ll be

ready.”Ronny Yefet, owner of T-shirtshop Regent &Company in Sea-side Heights, on that shore town’srecovery fromHurricane Sandy

- New Jersey spending millionson marketing the shore’s recovery, A4- The shore rebuilds, town by town, A4-5

!! See Open, A4

COME ON DOWN

Staff photo by Ben Fogletto

Ocean City Boardwalk businesses are generally ready for tourists, but residents and officials say they

expect many of the homes on the island to undergo post-Sandy renovations this summer. At top, a bill-

board on theWaltWhitmanBridge encouragesmotorists to visit OceanCity.

Staff photo by Michael Ein

HurricaneSandy certainly affectedSouthJersey, but with summer around the cor-ner, local leaders and business ownerssay the shore is not only ready and open,but it’s bracing for what they believewillbe one of the strongest tourism seasonsin a long time.bit.ly/pressopen

Book
examines
Smithville’s
founders, E1

Tourism leaders see growth in direct access for visitors from U.K., Canada

§§ See Tourism, A5

Where’d Bert go?
Sheraton moves Miss America host’s statue

Video:Watch
vigil footage
at: bit.ly/
pressvigil

Photos:
View our
gallery at:
bit.ly/presskauffmanpics

Find all your Miss America
coverage at

missamerica.pressofac.com

§§ See Statue, A5

Charts
of casino
earnings
on A11

Staff photo by Michael Ein

Vincent Greco, left, of Gloucester Township, andBob Friedlander, of Galloway Township, work in a park near an empty
pedestal where a statue of Bert Parks once stood outside the Sheraton Atlantic City Convention Center Hotel.

Staff photo by Edward Lea

Meghan Ceci, executive assistant to the general man-
ager of the Sheraton, stands with the Parks statue,
which the hotel moved inside after it was damaged.

SIEG

Daughter
Kimberly Pack,
of Linwood,
hugs a friend
Friday during
a vigil in
memory of her
mother, radio
host and
veterans
advocate April
Kauffman.
Staff photo
by Ben Fogletto

Cyclists get
‘Sandied’
Find out what that
means in Life, B1


