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Prolonged Stretch of Dangerous Cold - Briefing #1
For Eastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, and the Eastern Shore of Maryland

        Important Updates
➔ Cold Weather Advisory issued for the entire area 

beginning tonight and continuing through Wednesday 
Morning

➔ Gale Warning issued for today and tonight.  Freezing 
Spray Advisory issued for tonight and tomorrow morning 
for all marine zones 

➔ High confidence in temperatures remaining below freezing 
through at least Saturday. 

Decision Support Briefing #1
➔ As of 5 AM 1/26/2026

NEW
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Sunday Winter Storm Recap
Unofficial Snow/Sleet Observations from Sunday’s Winter Storm

Latest Snowfall 
Public Information 
Statement
● To find unofficial 

snowfall totals for 
your area, click 
on or copy the 
link attached: 
https://forecast.w
eather.gov/produ
ct.php?site=phi&i
ssuedby=PHI&pro
duct=PNS

https://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=phi&issuedby=PHI&product=PNS
https://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=phi&issuedby=PHI&product=PNS
https://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=phi&issuedby=PHI&product=PNS
https://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=phi&issuedby=PHI&product=PNS
https://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=phi&issuedby=PHI&product=PNS
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Watches, Warnings, and Advisories
Tonight through Wednesday Morning

Key Messages
● A Cold Weather Advisory 

is in effect for the entire 
area beginning tonight, 
continuing through 
Wednesday morning

● Wind chills between 0° 
and -10° for most of the 
area tonight and 
tomorrow night. Wind 
chills as low as -15° in the 
Poconos

● Even colder wind chills 
possible Wednesday Night 
through Friday Night
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Marine Hazards
Through Tuesday

Key Messages
● A Gale Warning is in effect through tonight for all 

marine zones. 

● Wind gusts out of the northwest around 35-40 kt 
expected.

● A Freezing Spray Advisory is in effect for this 
afternoon and evening through tomorrow morning for 
all marine zones

● Air temperatures in the 10s and 20s will persist through 
this week, likely resulting in ice development across 
shallow and sheltered coastal waters. Greatest threat 
of ice development will be along the tidal Delaware 
River, Delaware Bay, and back bays of NJ and DE, 
potentially rivalling the ice impacts that occurred in 
January 2018. This will create difficult conditions for 
vessel navigation.



National Weather Service

5:00 AM EST
January 26, 2026

Philadelphia/Mount Holly
National Weather Service

Dangerous Stretch of Cold
Through the Rest of the Week

Key Messages
● A prolonged period of well below normal 

temperatures are expected to continue 
through the weekend.

● Temperatures in the 10s and 20s during the 
daytime and single digits to below zero at 
night through the weekend. Temperatures 
will not rise above freezing for several days. 

● Dangerously cold wind chills between -15° 
and 0° are expected to return, leading to an 
increased risk of hypothermia and frostbite. 
Wind chills potentially as low as -20° in the 
southern Poconos.  

● Increased risk of energy infrastructure 
impacts due to high heating demand 
following the winter storm.
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Dangerous Stretch of Cold
Through the Rest of the Week

Key Messages
● A prolonged period of well below normal 

temperatures are expected to continue 
through the weekend.

● Temperatures in the 10s and 20s during the 
daytime and single digits to below zero at 
night through the weekend. Temperatures 
will not rise above freezing for several days. 

● Dangerously cold wind chills between -15° 
and 0° are expected to return, leading to an 
increased risk of hypothermia and frostbite. 
Wind chills potentially as low as -20° in the 
southern Poconos.  

● Increased risk of energy infrastructure 
impacts due to high heating demand 
following the winter storm.
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Monitoring Next Weekend
Low Chance for Measurable Snow

Key Messages
● Some model guidance is hinting 

at a coastal system developing 
this weekend

● Confidence is very low on 
specific impacts or track of the 
system

● Details in terms of impacts will 
come into better focus over the 
coming days
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Summary of Greatest Impacts

Key Messages
● Dangerous cold is expected to continue through this weekend. Wind chills and 

temperatures in the single digits to below zero are expected for several 
consecutive nights. Temperatures will not rise above freezing until at least this 
weekend. Prolonged exposure to dangerous wind chills could result in 
hypothermia or frostbite if precautions are not taken. Impacts to energy 
infrastructure are possible due to increased heating demand.

● Low chance (15-25%) of another system impacting our area this upcoming 
weekend. Confidence remains low on what, if any, impacts will be. You can follow 
the latest forecast with updates approximately every 12 hours at weather.gov/phi
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Contact and Next Briefing Information

        Briefing Webpage
➔ www.weather.gov/media/phi/current_briefing.pdf

        Next Briefing
➔ The next update will come by briefing package OR blast email. 

That update will be delivered via email by 4 PM, January 26, 
2026

        Disclaimer
➔ Information contained in this briefing is time-sensitive
➔ Do Not Use After: 4 PM, January 26, 2026

   

!

       Contact Information

Web 
➔ weather.gov/phi

Phone
➔ 609-261-6600

Facebook
➔ NWSMountHolly

X
➔ @NWS_MountHolly

For NWS Mount Holly


