
Home & Garden
6

easy
spring

cleaning
projects

Create drama
with bold paint colors

Explore
the alternatives

to granite
countertops

How and when to
fertilize your lawn

SPRING 2017

A Publication of THE CURRENT & GAZETTE NEwspApERs

Steps to a more
organized and

functional
garage



2 home and garden / spring 2017

25% off
Kitchen

Installation
through 12/31/17

(must mention this ad)

110 South Shore Rd.
Marmora, NJ 08223

P: 609-390-0900
F: 609-390-0198

• Kitchen & Bath Design and Installations
• New Home Construction • Additions
• Garages • Free Estimates

“The bitterness of poor quality lingers long after the sweetness of the low price is forgotten”

Kitchen & Baths, LLC

Visit Our

Showroom!
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*Indicates UEZ Designation

Pleasantville*
Sales & Corporate Offices

1001 Doughty Rd • 609-646-0950

Millwork Division*
701 W Leeds Ave • 609-383-0002

Cape May Court House
Drywall, Roofing & Siding

Stites & the Railroad • 609-465-7839

Lumber, Trim & Decking
8 Magnolia Ave • 609-465-5021

Roofing | Siding | Drywall | Insulation | Lumber | Plywood
Decking | Interior/Exterior Trim | Doors | Windows | Pressure Treated Materials

609-646-0950 • www.tcbsi.com • 1001 Doughty Rd

Supplying Quality Building Materials for Over 50 Years

Kitchen
& Bath
Cabinets
at over

50%
OFF
List Price
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One of South Jersey’s
Leading HVAC Companies Since 1876!

30Mays Landing Road, Somers Point, NJ 08244
HVACR Lic# 19HC00685700 | NJ HIC Lic# 13V01483100

McALLISTER... The Service Company
is Celebrating Spring into Summer

by Giving Away a Carrier®
Air Conditioner!

1-800-757-4122
McService.com

*Purchase of qualifying products required.
Call for complete details.

609-685-8189 • hwolfsoncs@gmail.com
www.hwolfsoninc.com

1201 New Rd., Suite 132 • Linwood, NJ 08221

H. Wolfson, Inc.
commercial tenant fit-outs

construction • painting • caulking

25% OFF
FIRST TEN CALLS

All Residential
Painting

(when you
mention this ad)

Warmer days are here,
and although enjoying the
great outdoors is probably
high on many a to-do list
come spring, by the end of
winter, homes can probably
do with a much-needed
overhaul.
owners and renters can

rely on temperate days to
throw open the windows
and engage in some easy
spring-cleaning projects.
The ear l ier one begins
spring cleaning, the more
quickly he or shewill be able
to head outside and bask in
the warm spring sun.
spring cleaning tasks can

be stretched out across
several days to make the
jobs more manageable.

Wh i l e c e r t a i n s p r i n g
cleaning tasks can be time-
consuming, many projects
c a n b e s t a r t e d a n d
completed in 30 minutes or
less.

1. Look up
start by looking up at

ceilings, molding and ceiling
fans. Chances are strong that
somecobwebsanddusthave
formed in these areas. always
begin cleaning by working
from the top downward so
you don’t have to clean any
tables, countertops or floors
twice. static-chargeddusting
clothsworkwell to catch and
containdust.Useapillowcase
on ceiling fan blades to clear
the dust and keep it from

cascading to the floor.

2. Blinds and
curtains
heavywindow treatments

canbe removedand replaced
withmore gauzy fabrics. This
lets inmore light andwarmth
from the sun. many curtains
can be freshened up right in
the laundry, but blinds may
require abitmoreeffort. if the
blinds can be snapped out of
the brackets, place them in a
tub full of vinegar, dish soap
and water. allow them to
soak, and then rinse with the
shower nozzle. stationary
blinds can be cleaned using
an old sock over your hand

6 easy spring cleaning projects

See CLeaning on Page 6
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609-399-0918
www.shoemakerlumber.com

1200 West Avenue • Ocean City, NJ
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-4:30pm

Sat. 7:30am-2pm • Closed Sundays

Classic, Modern, Traditional...
Anything is possible when you
work with the designers

at Shoemaker.

Make the heart of your home
beautiful and functional.

Stop in soon!

Shoemaker Lumber
Come Home to a
Kitchen designed by

SHOEMAKER LUMBER COMPANY

609-476-2449
Scotchguard and

Furniture Cleaning Too!

ANY ROOM
$2900
(minimum of 2 rooms)

Spring Special

dipped in a vinegar-and-
water solution.

3. Change
linens

remove and launder bed
linens.While the linens are in
thewash, thoroughly dust all
furniture and vacuum the
carpets. move furniture so
you can reach areas where
dust gathers, such as under
the bed or dresser.

4. Grout
cleaner

grade school science
lessons can be put to use as
you look to remove stubborn
dirt. Combining baking soda
and vinegar produces a
reaction that causes the
formation of gassy bubbles.
These bubbles can help to
break up dirt that clings to
crevices, such as grout
between tiles. some light
scrubbing and subsequent
rinsing can rid surfaces of
hard-to-remove dirt.

5. Vacuum vent
intakes

manyhousesareheatedby
forced-air systems. The air
intake vents can become
clogged with dust and other
debris.Vacuumthesevents so
air flowisnot impeded.Let the
heat run for a few minutes to
catch any small particles that
become dislodged, and then

change the furnace filter.

6. Clean out
the refrigerator

nowisagreattimetoremove
anyofthosemysterycontainers
growing fuzzy experiments in
thebackoftherefrigerator.Take
the food out of the refrigerator
and use a food-safe cleaner to
scour the shelves and inside of
crisperdrawers.

Cleaning
continued from Page 5
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FOR ALL YOUR “HARDSCAPE” NEEDS
MULCH • TOPSOIL • SAND • FIELDSTONE

DECORATIVE • CRUSHED
WALLSTONE • BOULDERS

609-646-2200 | STONEWORLDLANDSCAPECENTER.COM

1333 DOUGHTY ROAD | EGG HARBOR TWP.

Delivery,
Installation
or Pick-Up

Follow Us
on Facebook

ICPI
CERTIFIED

PAVER
INSTALLER

CASINO
LICENSED

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS • FENCE • TREES & SHRUBS
SOD • STONES • STEPS • PATIOS

E.P. HENRY PAVERS & WALL SYSTEMS • CONCRETE
SNOW REMOVAL • SITE WORK

Award Winning Landscape Design

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION CO.
Designer Ralph Pappas with Over 30 Years Experience

(609) 272-0983
GreenTreesLandscapeConstruction.com

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

Follow Us
On Facebook

granite has long been a popular countertop
material for homeowners looking to combine
functionality with aesthetic appeal in their
kitchens.

But granite is no small investment, and
homeowners looking to refurbish their
kitchens should know there are a multitude
of countertop materials available to those
working on a budget or those who simply
want to give their kitchens a different look.
• Solid wood: Wood countertops create a

warm, homey interior. Butcher-block counters
are less expensive than granite and do not
necessarily need to be ordered from a
specialty retailer. But wood can stain and dent
and even burn when hot kitchenware is
placed atop it. regular application of oil can
help homeowners maintain the appearance
of their wood counters for years to come.
•Marble:marble tends to be less expensive

than granite without sacrificing aesthetic
appeal. However, marble is softer and more
porous than granite, so it can stain and be
etched. diligence in wiping away spills, routine
sealing and a gentle touch are necessary for
those who choose marble countertops.
• Soapstone: This is a natural stone

composed mainly of mineral talc that gives the
stone its smooth feel. soapstone ranges from
black to gray but can sometimes have a green

shade to it. other materials in the stone can
produce veining. although softer than granite,
soapstone is still high-density and will hold up
well. it’s impervious to stains and bacteria, and
exposure to chemicals will not damage it.
•Quartz:Quartz is a manufactured product

made of stone aggregate and polymers

compressed under high pressure. it has the
look of natural stone but requires less work to
maintain. Quartz has consistent colors and
patterns and is a nonporous material, so it will
not need routine sealing and resealing.
• Glass:glass countertops are back-painted,

so homeowners can order just about any color

they want. glass will be tempered, so it is safe
andheat-resistant.glasscanscratch, though,so
it is not as impervious as other materials.
• Concrete: Concrete is another material that

can be colored to match homeowners’ whims.
Concrete is relatively inexpensive compared to
othercountertopmaterials,butitcancrackorchip.

Explore the alternatives to granite countertops
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BUY TWO GALLONS
GET A FREE ROLLER TRAYKIT
NOW THROUGH MAY 31, 2017

Purchase two gallons of PPG PAINTS™ MANOR HALL®,
PURE PERFORMANCE® or WALLHIDE® and receive a
FREE ALLPRO® MASTERWEAVE® Roller Tray Kit
Limit one roller tray kit per household

Atlantic City (609)344-2177 | Somers Point (609) 927-7956
Sicklerville (856)262-9797 | Cape May Court House (609)463-4563soltzpaint.com

repurposing salvaged wood is a popular
trend in the home-improvement industry.
not only can salvaged wood give a home
a one-of-a-kind look, it’s a handy way to
incorporate the three rs of green living
into your lifestyle: reduce, reuse and
recycle.
reclaimedwood is often used in flooring,

beams, wall treatments and doors, but it
also can be turned into furniture or home
accent items. reclaimed wood adds
warmth and historical interest to a home’s
decor that newer materials may lack.
although finding wood that can be
salvaged takes time and some legwork,
such efforts can quickly pay off. many
businesses are now devoted to reclaimed
timber, which can help make the process
of finding and using salvaged wood even
easier.
homeowners considering reclaimed wood

may be interested to learn that suchwood can
servefunctionsasidefrombenefitingtheplanet.

Match old-growthwood
new regulations may prevent certain

species of trees from being cut down. That
means it can be challenging to match old
wood in a home, particularly if you’re looking
to maintain historical value and authenticity.
relyingon salvagedwood items can alleviate

this concern, ensuring you can find rare
woods that areno longer availablebrandnew.

Salvaged wood
has character
it’s difficult tomimic the natural agemarks

and character that older wood may have.
instead of being raised on farms, wood
harvested decades ago probably grew in
natural environments,making thewoodboth
durable and strong. The color and grain of
salvaged wood may also be unique.

Look at objects
in a newway
doors are versatile pieces of reclaimed

lumberbecause they’re already flat and rather
large. doors can be turned into headboards,
tables or benches. staircase or porch posts
can be turned into candlestick holders, and
wood shutters candress upwalls andprovide
a place to hang artwork and other wall items.

Reclaimed wood can be
found everywhere
most people do not have to look too far

to findwood they can salvage. Check salvage
yards, landfills, dumpsters in front of older
homes being renovated, or older, unused
barns in rural settings. You also can collect

driftwood or discarded shipping crates.
While some reclaimed wood can be used

as-is, some pieces may require millwork,
including sanding, cutting, shaping and
finishing. if you do not have these skills,

you probably will have to hire someone
who does.
The internet is awash in ideas for putting

salvaged wood to use. get inspired, and
then find the pieces that will fit your project.

Reclaimed wood adds instant appeal to home projects
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609-830-3816

0% Interest for 60 Months • No Money Down!
81 years of industry experience • Serving South Jersey for 4 Generations

100% FINANCING AVAILABLE

www.champion-exteriors.com

When granite countertops or
shiny, stainless steel appliances
beckon homeowners from the
display areasof home improvement
stores, it’s tempting to gear remod-
eling thoughts toward the items
that will add flair and decorative
appeal to a home.

eventhoughmost improvements
add some measure of value,
deciding which are the best invest-
ments can be difficult.

return on investment, often
referredtoas“roi,”variesdepending
on the project. Frequently, the
projects that seem like the best
investmentsdon’tbring thegreatest
rateof return,while those that seem
l ike smal le r pro jec ts br ing
substantial returns. real estate
professionals routinely weigh in
with their expert advice, and
homeownerscancouple thatadvice
withremodelingmagazine’s annual
“Cost vs. Value index” to reap the
greatest financial impact from their
renovations.

The following were some of the
projects that garnered the greatest
roi in 2015.

• Open thedoor to improvement.

region by region across the United
states, installation of a new steel
door on the front of a home can
have a large impact on the resale
value of a property. The roi ranges
from 123 percent at the highest to

86 percent at the lowest, which is
still a considerable investment
return for such a simple project.
match thedoor’s stylewith the style
of the house for the best value.

• Turn up the kitchen heat. An

attractive kitchen can encourage
buyers tooverlook someof ahome’s
less attractive components. in the
kitchen, replacement countertops,
wall color changes, new cabinetry
and flooring offer the biggest roi.

• Dreaming of a new bedroom.
remodeling magazine also points
to creating an attic bedroom to
increase home value. an attic
remodel that adheres to code can
garner an 83 percent roi.

• Home maintenance projects.
There’s little good to improving the
aesthetic appeal and functionality
of a home if there are existing struc-
tural or maintenance issues, warn
experts. siding replacement, HVaC
systemrepair or replacement, anew
roof and basement dampness
prevention solutions canbe smarter
investments before other flashy
remodels.manybuyers have a strict
budget for a house, and those
buyers may be more likely to buy a
house with little or no maintenance
issues. such buyers will then
upgrade the kitchen or baths
themselves, according to Harvard’s
Joint Center for Housing studies.

•Worthy window replacement.
angie’s List, a home services review
and referral resource, has found the
average roi of new windows is 77
percent.The cost of installation and
energy savings tends to offset at
around the 10-year point.

Improvements that increase home value
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The Cape May County Municipal Utilities Authority

Tookie
“2Can” Says
Recycle Right!

For Information or Recycling Labels Contact Your Local Municipality
or The Cape May County Municipal Utilities Authority

www.cmcmua.com or call (609) 465-9026

Do NOT Put Recyclables in Plastic Bags
AND Remember the 3 B’s:

BRING BACK THE BAG!
Take retail and

produce bags back
to Supermarkets
for Recycling!

Trash & Recycling Don’t Mix!
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GLENN DARBY, PRESIDENT

EST. 1905
OCEAN CITY ▪ MARGATE ▪ MARMORA ▪ EHT

800-913-2729
www.darbyinsurance.com

PROTECTING SOUTHERN
NEW JERSEY FOR

FOUR GENERATIONS

HOME ▪ FLOOD ▪ AUTO ▪ BOAT
BUSINESS ▪ CONDOMINIUMS
HEALTH ▪ LIFE ▪ DISABILITY

609-369-4047 • jcdmasonry.com

30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

JCD
M A S O N R Y
Repairs • Cleanings
Pointings • Relinings

Inspections
Brick • Block • Stone

Stucco • Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES
Fully Insured • John Davis Jr / Owner

painting is one of the easiest and least
expensive ways to transform the look of a
space. paint colors can dramatically change
the mood and design of a home. and
dependingonahomeowner’s goals, paint can
make a statement or blend into the
background.
manypeoplearenow looking toboldcolors

to make spaces stand out. But choosing a
paint color can be challenging. Homeowners
looking to update walls and complement
decor may want to look at some of the more
impactful colors pantone indicates will be
popular in 2017. primrose Yellow, Lapis Blue,
Flame, pinkYarrow and greenery are some of
themoreeye-catching selections.once colors
are selected, consider these guidelines for
using bolder colors in room designs.

Decidehowbigan
impactyouwant tomake
are you looking for color overload or just a

small focal point of vivid color? remember,
usingbold colordoesn’tmeaneverywallmust
be lathered in that hue. instead, select one
wall to serve as an accent point and use that
spot as yourbold colordisplay.otherwise, rely
onboldcolors todressupotherwisemundane
areas, such as the back wall of a cupboard or
moldings and trim.

Try bold in a small space
many people are surprised at how well

bold colors work in small spaces. powder

rooms can be an ideal spot to experiment
with paint colors. Try deep colors that can
make the area seem intimate andevenexotic.
dark, bold hues can be toned down by
different accents, such as neutral colored
fixtures and towels.

Go bold in the kitchen
incorporate a splash of color in the kitchen

without going overboard. Try an appliance or
design fixture in a bright shade. or paint the
inside of the cabinets your favorite color and
install glass inserts in the cabinet doors so
everyone gets a peek at the color beyond. a
neutral kitchenalsocanbebrightenedupwith
silverware, dishes, pots and pans, and other
kitchen items in bold hues.

Stick to boldness on
interchangeable items
Those who like to experiment with color

may find they like to switchout the colors now
and again. instead of having to repaint every
few months, use decorative items in bright
shades tomake swappingout color thatmuch
easier. For example, replace area rugs, throw
pillows and draperies. paint over terra cotta
flower pots when the mood strikes.

Establish balance
rely on neutral furniture, rugs, moldings

and baseboards if you decide to take bold
colors up a notch.Thiswill help create a sense
of balance in the room.

Create drama
with bold paint colors
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Oak/Mahogany/Fiberglass • French Doors • Fire Doors
Back Doors • Custom Sizes

Decorative & Plain Glass in many shapes, sizes, styles & comings to meet any budget

809 Center St. Somers Point, NJ
(Behind Fire Co. #2 on NJ Ave.)

926-8509
www.thedoorstorenj.com

Open Tues through Fri. 9-5 (after 5 pm by appt.)
Sat. 9-1 closed Sun. and Mon.

Visit Our Showroom
• Alliance replacement windows

& patio doors
• Masonite & Thermatru exterior doors
• Larson & Pella Stormdoors
• Hardware
• Free Estimates
• Installation
• Pre-Finishing
• Door glass replacement

The Door Store & Windows
Decorative glass in your door or ours

Now Providing Home Improvements

Windows - Siding - Roofing - Decks

Curb appeal can help a home get
noticed in a bustling real estate
market. it also can contribute to the
aesthetics of a neighborhood for
residents who plan to stay put, and
manyhomeowners feelanattractive
exterior is just as important as a
comfortable interior.

homeowners do not have to
spend a fortune to improve the curb
appeal of their homes. With these
strategies, anyone’s home can take
on a more appealing look.

Clean up
a messy, untamed front yard can

detract from a perfectly acceptable
home. Cleaning up your yard and
home’s exterior is one of the easiest
and most cost-effective ways to give
the place a makeover. Cut back
overgrown shrubs, plants and trees.
make sure the front door is clearly
visible and that any walkways are
edged and accessible. store garbage
pails behind a barrier and keep trash
outofsight.storechildren’stoys inthe
backyard rather than strewn across
thefront lawn.Thesesimplestepscan
improve curb appeal instantly.

Spruceup the lawn
a well-manicured lawn can go a

long way to making a home more
appealing. if your thumb is anything
but green, hire a professional lawn

and garden service to help you
establish a lush, green lawn.

Dress to impress
The entryway to a home is the

first thing visitors will see. Be sure
the front door and entryway are in
good repair. a pop of color can’t
hurt, either. if you do not like the
idea of painting the door a vivid hue,

dress it up with a colorful wreath or
another decorative accent. Carry
your interior design style to the
outdoors as well. Welcoming
accents, such as cushioned chairs or
potted plants, also add curb appeal.
Consider painting house numbers
on a terra-cotta pot and filling it
with plants. The pot wil l be
decorative and functional.

Rely on symmetry
symmetry is pleasing to the eye

and easy to arrange. Use it to frame
your entryway and throughout your
property.symmetricaluseof lighting
fixtures, plants, trees and decorative
items really can have an impact.

Don’tforgetlighting
outdoor lighting adds appeal

and safety to a property. Use
l ighting to accent a special
landscaping feature or to illuminate
a walkway. Few people enjoy
approaching a dark home, and
outdoor lighting can ensure your
proper t y a lways i s wel l - l i t .
remember, curb appeal is appli-
cable both day and night.

Easy and budget-friendly ways to add curb appeal
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Towne &
Country Cafe

“Made to Enjoy!”
-Owner, Steve Thomas

501 Zion Road
in Harbor Village Square
Egg Harbor Twp., NJ 08234

609-926-0079
Only 2 Miles from the Somers Point Shop Rite

on Ocean Heights Ave.

Check our Daily Specials on our Facebook Page

Dinner Served Friday & Saturday 4:30 ’til 8:00 pm
Early Birds: choice of Soup or Salad, along

with Entree, & Dessert.

TASTY BEGINNINGS
Stack of our made to order Cinnamon Swirl Pancakes

with Cream Cheese icing and covered in Bananas

A Healthy Lunch keeps you focused
Try our All White Meat Chicken Salad inside a

Stuffed Tomato on a bed of mixed greens.

Delicious
Entrees’

Sweet or Savory Fresh Salads
and Hearty
Sandwiches

Start your day off with
a hearty Breakfast.

Breakfast
served all day,
7 days a week,
7am to 3pm

older properties tend to have a sense of
charm that somenewhomes lack. perhaps it’s
their lived-in feel or design elements that
remind people of yesteryear that make older
homes so popular among home buyers.

However, while older homes may have
character, they may be sorely lacking in
modern amenities. For example,manyhomes
are now built with energy efficiency in mind,
while older homesmaynotbe soeco-friendly.
Fortunately, there are many ways for people
who love their olderhometomake their home
more energy efficient.

Check for andplug leaks
Homes can develop air leaks over time,

allowing unheated and uncooled air to infil-
trate the home, depending on the season. as
a result, the occupants must adjust the
thermostat to get the home to a comfortable
temperature, causing the heater or air condi-
tioner to run longer, and resulting in higher
energy bills. Check for air leaks by running
your handalongdoorways andwindows, and
seal any areaswhere you detect a draft. older
homes can also develop cracks in bricks
around the foundationand in sidingor stucco;
check these areas as well. sealing any areas
whereair is infiltratingcansavemoney, reduce
energyconsumptionandmakeanolderhome
more energy efficient.

Add insulation
many older homes are poorly insulated.

according to the U.s. environmental
protection agency, adding insulation can
reduceenergy costs by asmuchas 50percent.

installing insulation canbe tricky, especially if
it was not originally used, as is sometimes the
case with older houses. insulation can also
become damp if installed improperly. damp
insulation can be ineffective and contribute
to mold growth and rot in the wood framing.
older homes may also lack adequate
insulation around attics, crawlspaces,
basements, heating and cooling ducts, and
water pipes. Cover the water heater with an
insulated water heater blanket so the heater
retains more heat and consumes less energy
to heat the water.

Stay on top of
maintenance

much like older vehicles, older homes
require a little extra TLC on the owner’s part.
don’t allow a home to fall into disrepair. even
if energy bills are not on the rise, inspect
windows and doors to make sure they are
closing tightly, as over time seemingly minor
problems can add up to substantial energy
loss. don’t forget to clean gutters and
downspouts, removing debris that can pile
and lead to water damage that may
compromise the effectiveness of the
insulation.

Book an energy audit
energy audits, which may be offered free

by your utility company, can help detect
additional areas where a homemay be using
energy inefficiently. even if you have to pay
for an audit, the cost savings if any ineffi-
ciencies are discovered will likely add up to
more than the cost of the audit.

How to make an older home
more energy efficient
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RESIDENTIAL WINDOW TINTING
• Stop 99% of the Sun’s

harmful UV Rays and
Reduce Heat

• Reduce the Suns
annoying GLARE

BENEFITS OF
WINDOW TINTING
• Protection from UV Rays
• Lower Energy Use in Summer Months
• Decorative Aesthetics and Frosting
• SAFETY & SECURITY FILMS
• LIFETIME WARRANTY

SERVING SOUTH JERSEY FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS

WWW.MIDATLANTICTINTING.COM

CALL TODAY!
OFFICE 609-314-3304

TOLL FREE 800-361-TINT

FREE IN
HOME

EXTIMATE!

historically, the appreciation rate for real
estate is very strong. even when the housing
market declines, long-term investors in real
estate can rest easy knowing property values
tend to rebound rather quickly, rewarding
patient investors in the process.

Looking at real estate as a long-term
investment is just one way to approach a
potential investment property. The following
areafewadditionalconsiderationsprospective
investors should contemplate before buying
an investment property.

Location
many people are familiar with the real

estate industry axiom “location, location,
location.” When buying an investment
property, location is everything. a great
location should outweigh your own personal
feelings about the home, especially if you do
not intend to live at the property.You will likely
define a great location for an investment
property differently thanyou woulda property
you intend to live in, so don’t let your own
desires in a home cloud your judgement when
choosing an investment property. properties
in safe neighborhoods that boast good
schools and offer easy access to public trans-
portation tend to make great investment
properties.

Decor
decor is another thing to consider when

looking for an investment property. if you
don’t plan to live in the property, your opinion
of the decor should not carry much weight.
When viewing a property, try to imagine how

much it might appeal to prospective tenants.
Quirky properties typically do not appeal to
as many prospective tenants as properties
whose decor are similar to other homes in the
area. Though you might find a tenant who
prefers properties with unique interiors, a
property that appeals to as many prospective
tenants as possible often makes for a better
investment and a lot less stress when the time
comes to find tenants.

Condition
The condition of the property also must be

considered before buying an investment
property. some investors want a fixer-upper,
while others prefer turnkey properties that
won’t require any elbow grease. The former
type of property likely won’t cost as much as a
fully renovatedproperty,but thosecost savings
might be lost when it’s time to renovate. Find
a property that’s in the type of condition you’re
comfortable with. if you decide to go with a
fixer-upper, learn the cost of your potential
projects before submitting an offer.

Cost
real estate makes a great investment, but

don’t go overboard when buying an
investment property. Before making an offer
on a property, research rents in the area and
the cost of insurance in that particular neigh-
borhood.You want a property that essentially
pays for itself, so make sure the rent you’re
likely to collect is enough to cover your
monthly costs, including the mortgage on the
property, insurance and the costs associated
with managing and maintaining the property.

What to look for in an
investment property
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HANGAR GRILLE
THE

We look forwardto seeing you!

Banquet/Dining
Room

609.742.2062
6415 Delilah Road

EHT, NJ

NOW
OPEN!

At Airport Circle across from Wawa
We cater & Host Events! Book us for Showers • Grad Parties • Communions • Birthdays & Fundraisers

Layover
Burger

Like Us on

Roasted Pulled Pork, Cheese Steak, Burgers
& Sal’s Home Made Chicken Salad & more

j Round Trip
Slow Roaster Pulled Pork w/savory BBQ sauce &
coleslaw on a fresh bun and a side of baked beans $9.50

j Layover
Burger with Fried Egg
and Pork Roll $8.50

j First Class
Homemade Grilled Chicken Salad
topped with Bacon Lettuce and
Tomato served on a fresh bun $8.00

j Flight Risk

Baked Beans $13.00

B et/Dining

j

j

j

When the time comes to choose flooring
for their homes, homeowners may be
overwhelmed by the vast array of options
at their disposal. The choice between
carpet and hardwood flooring, laminate or
tile is a matter of personal preference.
people have long extolled the virtues of
hardwood flooring, but carpeting can be
just as stylish and provides a host of other
benefits.

Carpeting insulates rooms in the summer
and winter, adding that extra level of
protection against the elements. Carpeting
also absorbs sound in a home. many appre-
ciate the warmth and cozy feeling of
carpet, especially when stepping out of
bed. Carpeting also can increase the level
of safety at home. according to the Carpet
and rug institute, carpeting makes areas
of play safer and may reduce the severity
of an injury in the event of a fall.

Today, there are many different types of
carpeting available. selecting the right
carpeting for a room comes down to identi-
fying the level of traffic in a particular
room, the attributes homeowners would
like the carpet to have and any other needs
that fit with their lifestyles. The following
guidelines can make carpet shopping a bit
easier.

Type of carpeting
There are many different types of carpeting,

some of which are best suited to certain situa-
tions. For example, plush and saxony carpets
are better in low-traffic areas. These carpets

may show footprints, vacuum tracks and dirt,
but they’re higher on the comfort spectrum
than other types of carpet. Berber, which is
more flat and dense, helps mask stains and
tracks. it is durable in high-traffic areas.

Textured carpets like frieze are cut from fibers
of different heights, so they mask stains and
are softer on the feet than berber.

Padding
padding can impact the way carpeting

feels and how long it lasts. it isn’t always
necessary to purchase the most expensive
or thickest padding. However, it is wise to
pick a pad that matches the type of
carpeting you’re selecting and one that
aligns with how you plan to use the room.
You may be able to go with a thinner pad
in low-traffic rooms and beneath dense
carpeting like berber. in high-traffic rooms,
choose a thicker, more durable padding.
padding prevents carpet backing and
fibers from coming apart over time. it pays
to invest in a padding that will last as well.

Installation
select a reliable carpet retailer and

installer for your business. Competent
installers will lay the carpeting in the
correct manner so it will look beautiful and
maintain its durability for the life of the
product. shop around to find the right
installer or even do the work yourself if you
feel capable.

Factors to consider when choosing carpeting
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Over 60 Years
of Dirty Hands

The Garden Greenhouse and Nursery Garden Center
offers a variety of the highest quality annuals,
perennials and shrubs. We own and operate our

own nursery, and over the past 60 years, have had the
opportunity to establish great relationships with the
best growers in the industry, ensuring our clients the
highest quality plantings for their gardens. In addition to
our ample nursery stock, we also carry fountains, pond
plants, and various designs, colors and styles of pottery.

Visit our Gift Shop where our friendly and
knowledgeable staff will gladly assist you. Inside our Gift
Shop we sell exceptionally unique home décor, seasonal
items, fresh flowers, and a variety of gift items. Just
beyond our Gift Shop is the Tropical House which offers
a diverse collection of indoor plants. The indoor Koi filled
pond is a must see!

In addition, the Garden Greenhouse and Nursery offers
full service Landscape, Hardscape, Outdoor Lighting and
pool installation.

Adjacent to the Garden Center is the Woodland Village.
Stroll through the Wisteria draped pavilion and along the
impeccably landscaped paths, and discover 17 unique
shops!

Woodland Village’s peaceful nature and relaxed
atmosphere provides a wonderful alternative to the
typical hectic shopping experience. Enjoy our beautiful
setting while finding that one-of-a-kind purchase!

Your one stop shop is right here in South Jersey!

ver 60 Years

the

GREENHOUSE & NURSERY

the

GREENHOUSE & NURSERY

1919 Route 9 North, Clermont, NJ 08210
609-624-1350 ext. 2

60
Years
in

Business!

High Quality
▶ Annuals
▶ Perennials
▶ Shrubs

We also carry
fountains,

pond plants,
and various

designs,
colors and
styles of
pottery.

Visit our Gift Shop where our
friendly and knowledgeable

staff will gladly assist you.

Full Service
Installations
▶ Landscape
▶ Hardscape
▶ Outdoor

Lighting
▶ Pool

3
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NOW AVAILABLE
COOK LIKE A PRO!
NEW GENESIS® II GRILLS SIZZLE

Black
215 392
Model

#62010201

Crimson
215 396
Model

#62030201

Copper
215 394
Model

#62020201

$949
Genesis® II SE-410
LP Gas Grill
Features GS4 high-performance
grilling system.
• 48,000-BTU burners
• 4 stainless steel burners
• 646-sq.-in. of cooking area
• 198-sq.-in. tuck-away warming rack
• Stainless steel rod cooking grates
• Includes gas tank storage with fuel gauge
• 10 year warranty
Model #62050201 T 215 398 1

Genesis® II SE-410 Natural
Gas Grill, $949
Model # 67010201 T 215 407 1

Weber® Genesis® II with GS4™ high-performance grilling system
• E2I™ ELECTRONIC IGNITION - ensures burners ignite every time
• HIGH-PERFORMANCE BURNERS - provide heat distribution to cooking grates
• ANGLED FLAVORIZER™ BARS - catch drippings that add a smokey flavor to food
• GREASE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM - funnels grease away from burners into catch pan

$699
Genesis® II E-310
LP Gas Grill
Features GS4 high-performance
grilling system.
• 37,500-BTU burners
• 3 stainless steel burners
• 513-sq.-in. of cooking area
• 156-sq. in. tuck-away
warming rack

• Porcelain-enamel cast
iron cooking grates

Model #61010001T 215 389 1

Genesis® II E-310 Natural Gas Grill, $699
Model #66010001T 215 404 1

$499
Genesis® II E-210
LP Gas Grill
Features GS4 high-performance
grilling system
• 26,000-BTU burners
• 2 stainless steel burners
• 380-sq.-in. of cooking area
• 114-sq. in. tuck-away
warming rack

• Porcelain-enamel cast
iron cooking grates

Model #60010001T 215 387 1

Genesis® II E-210 Natural Gas Grill, $499
Model #65010001T 215 402 1Find the right products for your project and expert advice at True Value®.

©2017 True Value® Company. All rights reserved.

Shore True Value Hardware
515 New Road

Somers Point, NJ 08244
www.Shorehardware.com

609-927-6464

according toremodelingmagazine’s“2014
Cost vs. Value report,” homeowners can
expect to recoup about 74 percent of their
initial investment for a major kitchen remod-
eling project.
Kitchen renovations have long been away

to improve the function and value of a home.
But not every kitchen project is a guaranteed
winner. people may inadvertently make
changes that end up sticking out like a sore
thumb rather than improving the space. Here
are some kitchen remodeling dos and don’ts
to guide your next undertaking.
DO consider theway your kitchenwill look

with the rest of the home. Keep architectural
integrity in mind when designing the space.
a farmhouse sink and country cabinets can
look out of place in an ultramodern home.
DON’Toverlook the importance of using a

seasoneddesigneror architect.Theprosknow
the tricks tomaximizing space and achieving
the ideal layout of appliances, and may be
able to recommend local contractors and
vendors.
DO look beyond surface details to the

structural integrity of the design. The kitchen
should be functional, long-lasting and
beautiful.
DON’T design just for today; look to the

future.Unlessyouarewilling tospend$50,000
every five years, look for styles and materials
that will last for the long haul. older
homeownersmaywant tomake adjustments
now that address potential mobility issues
down the road.
DO work with what you have. a complete

demolition and renovation may not be
necessary to achieve thedesired results. only
invest in major changes if something is not
working— such as having to walk across the
entire kitchen to access the stove — or is
unsafe. otherwise, minor upgrades may do
the trick.
DON’T over-improve the space. a fully

equipped commercial kitchen may be ideal
for aprofessional chef, but theaverageperson
may not need an industrial hood and indoor
pizza oven. When you make excessive
improvements, youmaynotbeable to recoup
as much of the money spent because your
home will not be on par with the values of
homes in the neighborhood.
DO make sure you can afford the project.

plan out the renovation according to your
budget, leaving somemoney for unexpected
expenses. skimping on materials or design
because of lack of money could leave you
feeling dissatisfied afterward.

Dos and don’ts of kitchen remodeling
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AJ’s Antiques (and more)
A V A L O N

❧ Do you love watching
home decorating shows?

❧ Do you enjoy shopping for unique items for
your primary home, summer home, or rental?

❧ Are you a professional home stager or
do you need to stage your own home to sell?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, then
you NEED to take the wheel of your automobile and
swing on down (or up) to AJ’s Antiques. Take the
Garden State Parkway to Exit 13 and follow signs to
beautiful Avalon, NJ. AJ’s Antiques carries the most
unique home décor items in Cape May County. AJ’s is
a 12,000 square foot building housing over 70 unique
vendors. AJ’s stocks high-quality affordable furni-
ture, lamps, and accessories that are new and “gently
used”. Our inventory includes antiques, mid-century
modern pieces, beach cottage furnishings, and furni-
ture for your primary home too. …And oh, so much
more!!!

When you first enter AJ’s, you will see “The Middle
Display”. This is AJ’s version of a storefront window
display. Every 2-4 weeks, the staff combines selec-
tions of our vendor’s items depicting trendy colors to
show how to put together the latest look. So far this
year, our displays included “Greeenery”, Pantone’s
2017 Color of the year, and the “Return of Rattan”
accented with pink. Come in to see our latest display
and color choice.

STILL CURIOUS AND WANT A QUICK LOOK
BEFORE MAKING THE TRIP?

Visit our Facebook page, “AJ’s Antiques Avalon”.

Currently Open Friday, Saturday, and Sundays 10-5.
We have plenty of Free Parking.

Beginning Friday May 12th,
we open 7 days a week, from 10 to 5.

(609) 374-5480
280 20th Street, Avalon, NJ

on the corner of 20th & Ocean Drive

IQUES
J’

Plan your
road trip
to AJ’s

280 20th Street, Avalon, NJ
609-374-5480

NTIN
J’s

❧
❧
❧

❧
❧
❧
❧

❧
❧
❧

Featuring Over 70 Different Dealers.

Your Best
Destination
in Cape May

County and the
Jersey Shore
for Antiques
and Vintage

Goods!
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While resolving to lose weight or
quit smoking are popular newYear’s
resolutions, many people decide the
dawn of a new year is a great time
to get organized.

The holiday season can interfere
with one’s ability to stay organized.
The arrival of new gifts, decorations
decking the halls and overnight
guests can make it seem like rooms
have been turned upside down. But
the end of the holiday season
provides a great chance to sort
through belongings and start
organizing in earnest.

pe o p l e w h o wa nt to g e t
organized can consult with a profes-
sional organizer or tackle the job on
their own, potentially enlisting the
help of others in the household.

Step 1: Assess the
damage

it can be difficult to get organized

without first taking inventory of
your home. go through all of the
rooms in the house and decide what
your goals for each room are, jotting
those goals down as you go.

see if the rooms have more
storage potential than you’re
utilizing, particularly those rooms
that are overrun with items. storage
can include shelves on walls, new
furniture or modified closet spaces.
again, jot down your ideas so you
can refer back to them later on.

Step 2: Set up
a sorting plan

organizing may involve sorting
through belongings and getting
rid of things you no longer use.
one of the easier ways to handle
sor t ing is to purchase three
different containers or make
three different piles. The first one
will hold items you will keep, the

second includes items that can be
sold or donated and the last will
house items you will discard or
recycle. separating belongings in
this manner can help you stay on
task and remove some of the
stress from getting organized.
simply move the containers that
are no longer needed from the
room when you’re ready to
o r g a n i z e t h e r e m a i n i n g
belongings.

Step 3: Schedule
your cleaning days

it may take a couple of sessions
to get certain rooms clean, so plan
ahead for that. For example, you
may need a day to sort and toss
items, another day to prep the
r o o m w i t h o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
enhancements and yet another to
put everything back. separating
tasks into manageable sessions

will help you reach smaller goals
that eventually add up to your
larger goal of gett ing more
organized.

plan project days when you can
devote time with few, if any,
distractions. You may want to ask
a friend or family member to take
care of your children or pets for a
few hours while you are tackling
your tasks. organizing around the
trash pickup schedule can help,
too. This way discarded items are
quickly out of sight and out of
mind.

Step 4: Prepare
your day

Have all of your necessary
equipment on hand in advance of
day 1. This eliminates having to go
on the search for supplies, which
can prove distracting. make sure
you are well rested and have eaten

a hearty meal. set an alarm for
how long you want the organiza-
tional session to go. if you work
unti l you reach the point of
fatigue, you may not be inclined
to finish on another day.

Step 5: Reward
yourself

every time you finish an organi-
zational session or goal, treat
yourself to something nice, such as
a dinner out or a massage. Choose
something relaxing that makes you
happy.

Step 6: Repeat the
process

When one room is organized,
establish your plan for the next
room. once you see the success that
comes from the first room, you can
use that as motivation to do the
others at your own pace.

Organize room by room
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Big Bank Products • Community Bank Service
609.522.5011• crestsavings.com

Then you have come to the right spot

Darlene Stiefel
609.522.5460
MLS# 964972

June Cooper
609.522.6140

Ken Spawton
609.522.5310

Business
Loans

Home
Equity
Loans

Mark DeGenova
609.522.6023
MLS# 854422

NEED A
LOAN?

Home
Loans Construction

Loans

Lines of
Credit

organization can help
homeowners transform their
homes into less cramped,
more spacious oaseswithout
forcing them to finance
po ten t i a l l y expens i ve
expansion projects.
homeowners who park in

their drivewaysmay find their
ga rages have become
crowded, cluttered spaces in
which searching for tools can
feel like scouring a haystack
in search of a needle.
organizing a garage can
create extra room in a home
while affordinghomeowners
the chance to protect their
vehicles from the elements.
homeowners who want to
turn their garages into
someth ing more than
cluttered storage units can
employ the following strat-
egies to transform these
largely overlooked areas into
more valuable spaces.

• Choose the right day.
garages tend to be separate
from the rest of the homes

they’re apart of,meaning the
onlyway toorganizeagarage
is to first remove all items
from the garage and into the
driveway. Because items
removed fromthegaragewill
be exposed to the elements,
homeowners should choose
a day that’s temperate and
sunny to clean their garages.
if possible, homeowners
should opt to organize their
garages in late spr ing,
summer or early fall when
there are additional hours of
dayl ight . This protects
homeowners from having to
work in the dark should the
job take longer than they
initially anticipated.

• D i sca rd or donate
duplicate items. duplicate
items are some of the main
culprits behind cluttered
garages.asgaragesgradually
become more cluttered,
homeowners may buy tools
they already have simply
because they cannot find
their original tools. When

organizing thegarage, create
separate piles for duplicate
tools, placing still-useful
items in a pile that can be
donated to neighbors, local
charitiesororganizationsand
another pile for old tools that

are no longer useful.
• Host a garage sale.

homeowners who want to
organize their garages and
makeabuckat the same time
can host garage sales. make
only those items that are still

functional available for
purchase, and let neighbors
and bargain hunters do the
bulk of your organization
work for you.

• Designate areas of the
garage for certain items.

once the items that won’t be
going back into the garage
have been sold, donated or
discarded, organize the
garage by designating areas
for certain items,making sure
to separate items that can
posesafety risks. Forexample,
store kids’ bicycles and
outdoor toys in a corner of
the garage that is opposite
the corner where potentially
dangerous items such as
power tools andgas canswill
be stored. Keep the center of
the garage open for vehicles.

• Periodically park cars in
thegarage.homeownerswho
are comfortableparking their
vehicles in theirdrivewayscan
improve their chances of
mainta in ing organized
garagesover the longhaulby
periodically parking in the
garage. doing so not only
prevents the gradual buildup
of clutter that can slowly take
over a garage but protects
homeowners’ automotive
investments.

Steps to a more organized, functional garage
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609-645-7773

Carpet
Repairing
by Ken Discount

Carpets Vinyl Installs
Over 25 Years Experience

www.CarpetRepairbyKen.com

many homeowners feel
pools or spas are must-have
features as they attempt to
turn their homes in their own
personal oases. But the
decision toget apool or ahot
tub is not one to take lightly.
significant purchases, pools

andspascanaffectthevalueof
a home and require safety
modifications. Taking a
thoughtful approach when
considering adding a pool or
spa to their homes can help
homeownersresteasyknowing
theymade the right decision.

• Do your research first.
read reviews on products

and find out the base prices
of certain pool models so
you’l l have a system of
comparison. Choose the
type and size of pool you
want. other factors, such as
thematerial used in the pool
(i.e., concrete, metal, fiber-
glass, or vinyl) and filtration
methods, also can affect the
price, so consider each of
these factors carefully before
making your decision.

• Determinewhy youwant
a pool or spa. The type of
pool or spa you ultimately
choose should depend on
how you plan to use the

pool. if you want a pool
mainly for family enter-
tainment, then you may
want to add mood lighting
or specia l landscaping
features. if you simply want
something in which you can
cool off, a basic model may
bemost practical. if your spa
is intended for therapeutic
purposes, look for ones with
multipositional water jets or
other specialized features.
don’t fall into the trap that a
largepoolwith adeepdiving
area is best. Young children
and many adults do not
frequently use the deep end,

and you may end up with
wasted pool space.

• Find a good time to buy.
Fall and winter are some of
the best times to get deals
on pool and spa equipment
because it’s no longer prime
swimming season. However,
there are deals to be had
come early spring. retailers
may deeply discount last
year’s models to make room
for new inventory. You
always can negotiate if the
price is just a bit beyond
your reach. retailers may be
motivated to make sales in
the offseason, so try to use

that motivation to your
advantage.

• Recognize there will be
extra costs. some retailers
sell pools and spas but do
not arrange for installation.
realize that an inground
pool will require excavation,
and your yard may need to
be regraded to allow for rain
runoff. electr icians and
landscapers are additional
costs. make sure you under-
stand the bigger picture and
account for the total cost of
modifying the yard.

• Inquire about insurance.
speak with the pool installer

about any l iabi l i ty and
compensation insurance
theymay carry toprotect you
in the event of an accident
during the installation of the
pool. reputable builders
should be fully insured.

• Learn about zoning laws
and other ordinances. rules
regarding pool placement
and sizewill vary depending
on local laws. always consult
the town’s municipal office
and get the proper permits.
otherwise, you may face
fines and be forced to spend
more to fix problems that
need to be addressed.

How to approach buying a pool or spa
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!
$1000OFF
PER BLIND

(10 Blind Limit) Offer not to be
combined. Discount must be applied

at time of sale. Exp. 6/30/17.

!
20%OFF

PLANTATION SHUTTERS
(Offer Does Not Include Installation)

Offer not to be combined. Discount must
be applied at time of sale. Exp. 6/30/17.

BLIND
EXPRESS

• Great Prices • Fast Delivery
• We Measure • We Install

Blinds • shutters
VALANCES

Buy LocaL • made in the u.s.a.

609-399-9940
916 Asbury Avenue
Ocean City, NJ
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Various components go
into creating beautiful, lush
lawns. Lawn maintenance
involves ensuring lawns
have all of the nutrients
they need to thrive.

Fer t i l izer is essent ia l
when feeding lawns, but
fertilizing a lawn involves
m o r e t h a n s p r e a d i n g
fertilizer around the yard
and hoping for the best.
Fertilizing is a process that
should be done carefully
and timed correctly for
optimal results.

according to scotts, a
l a w n s e e d a n d c a r e
company, no two lawns are
alike and each lawn has
different needs. The type of
grass and whether a lawn is
mostly in the sun or shade
m a y d i c t a t e f e r t i l i z e r
requirements. While many
lawns are composed of
several different grasses, a
general rule of thumb is
that the lawn will need to
be fertilized in the spring at
the very least. after that,
fe r t i l i za t ion schedules
s h o u l d b e c u s to m i ze d
according to grass type,
climate and other factors.

spring is a prime time to
fertilize because the lawn is
reviving after a long season
o f c o l d w e a t h e r a n d
dormancy. Come spring,
lawns need to be fed to
turn green and grow. soil
s u p p l i e s s o m e o f t h e
nutrients grass needs, but
many soils lack elements
lawns need to survive the

growing season. Lawn and
garden experts at Lowes
say a healthy and actively
growing lawn uses a great
deal of energy, and fertilizer
will provide the boost it
requires. Fertilizer helps
promote new root and leaf

growth, aid in recovery
f r o m d a m a g e , r e d u c e
w e e d s a n d r e p l a c e
nutr ients lost to water
runoff.

Follow these steps to
feed your lawn and help it
thrive.

• Identify the type of
grass in your lawn and
consu l t wi th a garden
center to find the right type
of fertilizer for your grass.
many grasses are catego-
rized by season and may be
referred to as cool season,

transitional or warm season
grasses.

• Test the soil to check for
ph. You want the soil to be
a s c l o s e to n e u t ra l a s
possible so it can readily
process the nutrients in the
fertilizer.

• Broadcast or rotary
s p r e a d e r s w i l l e v e n l y
distribute fertilizer and will
not cause striping on the
lawn like drop spreaders
might. resist the urge to
fertilize by hand, as you
may lay an uneven amount
of produc t , p roduc ing
burns and brown spots.

• Fertilizers come in slow-
release, fast-release, and
weed-and-feed formula-
tions. Which fertilizer you
use will depend on the type
of grass you have and how
much time you have to
devote to lawn mainte -
nance. slow-release fertil-
izers may be preferable
because they do not need
to be reapplied often.

• Use caution and set the
spreader to distribute less
product if you are unsure
h o w m u c h t o a p p l y .
excess ive fer t i l izer can
damage a lawn.

• Water the lawn well
a f te r a p p l i c a t i o n , a n d
always follow the fertilizer
manufacturer ’s instruc-
tions.

• Keep people and pets
off the lawn for a day or two
after application.

• Scotts recommends
lawns with warm-season
gra s s b e fe d ove r t h e
s u m m e r a s t h e y g ro w
steadily from spring to fall.

• Another application of
fer ti l izer in the fal l wil l
supply lawns with nutrients
to continue to grow and
survive winter.

How and when to fertilize your lawn
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609-624-1544

SEA ISLE BLVD.
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LIQUOR
STORE

COASTAL
DESIGNER
OUTLET

NOT TO SCALE

EXIT 17
SOUTH
BOUND

ONLY

HUGE
SELECTION

AT DISCOUNT
PRICES!

CUSTOM ORDERS
OUR SPECIALTY!

DELIVERY SERVICE
AVAILABLE

- 24-1544

Call about our
spring specials!

S.J. LARGEST
SELECTION
Frameless

Shower Doors
Frameless Sliders
Shower Guard

Mirrors
Glass Railings

Vacationhomesmayseemlikea luxuryonly
the verywealthy can afford, butmany people
purchase vacation homes as investments.
Vacationhomesgive families aplace toescape
to where they can spend time together each
summer or winter, but such homes also help
homeowners generate income, and some
homeowners even find theheight of vacation
season generates enough rental income to
pay for the second home year-round.

personal style goes a long way toward
determining how to renovate a primary
residence. But men and women who own
vacation homes they hope to rent out should
not allow their own personal styles to dictate
a vacation home renovation project. The
following are some additional things
homeowners should consider before
renovating their vacation homes.

Curb appeal
When renovating a vacation property,

relatively minor updates can dramatically
improve curb appeal, which may bear more
weightwithprospective renters than itwould
prospective buyers. potential buyers are
making a substantial financial commitment
when they buy a home, so they will go over a
home with a fine-tooth comb. But vacation
renters are making a much smaller financial
commitment, so curb appeal can go a long
way toward encouraging vacationers to rent
your property. repaint a home in a more
vibrant color or replace old sidingwith newer
material. Hire a local landscaping service to
tend to the property throughout vacation
season, and be sure to include updated
photos of your property with online listings.

Connectivity
While vacation was once a respite from all

aspects of our everyday lives, nowadays
vacationers want to maintain at least some
connection to the outside world. if your
vacation home is not up-to-date with its
wireless technology, upgrade to a faster
network that offers high-speed internet. such
connectivity canand likelywill proveattractive
toprospective renterswhohavegrownaccus-
tomed to relying on the internet, even when
they are on vacation.

Appliances
a vacation rental may not need the latest

and greatest appliances, but homeowners
may find it easier toattract renters (andcharge
more in rent) if the home is not filled with
outdated appliances reminiscent of a long-
forgotten era. Upgrade especially outdated
appliances, but make sure any upgrades fit
with the theme of your rental. For example,
stainless steel appliances may look great in
your primary residence, but such appliances
are costly andmaynotbewhat rentershoping
to find a beachside bungalow are looking for.

Accessibility
some people want a vacation home far off

the beaten path, but that does not mean the
home has to be inaccessible. if your vacation
home is in a wooded area far off the road,
consider paving the access road prospective
renterswill use toget toand fromtheproperty.
This relatively small touch may appeal to
potential renterswhowant someseclusionbut
don’t want to put their vehicles through the
ringer every time they leave the property.

Things to consider when
renovating a vacation home
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Financing
Available!

6 FOOT PRIVACY FENCE

As Low As
$15 per foot
Installed!

As Low As
$25 per foot
Installed!

LowAs

Installed!

ALUMINUMPOLE CODE FENCE

As LowAs

Installed!

609-449-8079
www.progressivefenceandrail.com

• Fencing
•Decks • Sheds

• Railings
• Swing Sets

• PVCTrimBoard

6512 Black Horse Pike • EggHarborTownship

TOTALLY CASUAL OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Quality is our goal!

604 N Wildwood Blvd, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210 | 609.465.7370
Totallycasualoutdoorfurniture.com

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS!

LawnMaintenance • Gardening • Tree Surgeon • Sod Laying Expert • Roofing/Siding • Edging • Trimming
Gutter Cleaning • Leaf Clean Up • Sprinkler Install • Masonry • Patios • Window Cleaning • Fertilizing
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609 593-3386

LARGE
SELECTION
IN STOCK

SHOP AND

COMPARE

fillingmarble.com • Fillingmarbleoutlet@gmail.com

Country Greenery
1518 Route 9 North,
Swainton, NJ 08210

609.465.2694 p • 609.465.0900 f

BLOOMS
21 North Main Street,
CMCH, NJ 08210

609.465.1662 p • 609.465.0900 f

Country Greenery
&

blooms
by the Country Greenery

Beautiful plants, Beautiful flowers
countrygreenerycapemay.com

ricola21@comcast.net

Living in a historic home can be a labor of
love.

The history and the distinct architecture of
historic homes draw buyers to such properties,
butwhathistorichomeshaveinhistorytheyoften
lack in the conveniences of modern life, forcing
manyhistoric-homeownerstomakerenovations
to bring their homes into the 21st century.

Historic-home renovations differ from other
types of modifications. according to the
Victorian preservation association, renovation
is getting a home back to where it may have
been when originally built, but making
concessions for today’s lifestyle. preservation
is the act of maintaining a structure in its
current historic state, and restoration is
returning a home to its original state. Unless
a homeowner plans to use an outhouse or live
without electricity, the majority of work done
on historic properties is likely to fall into the
category of a renovation.

renovating an aging structure can be
fulfilling and help to make a home more
functional. But make no mistake, such a
renovation is a major undertaking. Before
beginning, it pays to hire a professional
consultant with expertise in renovating
historic properties. He or she can inspect the
property to determine which areas of the
home are safe and which will need to be
upgraded. a professional inspection also can
determine whether any deficiencies lie hidden
in the structure. potential concerns can be
toxic paints and other substances, building
code issues, rotting and structural settling.
professionals will know what to look for and
guide homeowners accordingly.

Homeowners also may want to consult with

a preservation association, community resto-
ration group or general owner-builder group.
These people can refer homeowners to the
craftspeople and materials that will be needed
for a job. Homeowners can request to see other
historic properties in the area and learn what
those owners did to maintain the integrity of a
home when using newer materials.

Before any work is started, homeowners
should find out if their home is listed with the
national register of Historic places. according
to the national parks service, property owners
can do whatever they want with their property
so long as there is no federal money attached
to the property. However, the property owner
should also contact his or her state’s historic
preservation office, as there may be state or
local preservation laws the owner should be
aware of before renovating.

Craftspeople should have experience with
historic homes and a sensitivity and appreci-
ation of renovating older properties.
Homeowners always should see examples of
a craftsperson’s work and verify references
from each contractor before hiring anyone to
work on the property.

Homeowners who want to include tradi-
tional hardware and other period details in
their homes may be able to find quality
replicas of historic milling materials, while
others may want to scour antique shops or
salvage yards for era-appropriate materials.

Historic renovations can be costly and have
a tendency to go over budget because of
unforseen damage and hazards that have to
be repaired so the building is up to code. going
into the project with this in mind can help
soften the blow of extra costs down the road.

Renovating a historic home
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Contact Susan Papay Regional Sales Manager
To Set Up A Meeting To Discuss Your Needs 609-601-5186

Spapay@Shorenewstoday.com
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