
HOW STATES HANDLE WHEN FELONS CAN VOTE

Source: Brennan Center for Justice GRAPHIC: GATEHOUSE MEDIA/TNS
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Felons allowed to vote in prison: Maine, Vermont 

In most states, felons can vote when they’ve paid their debt to society. Three states – 
Florida, Kentucky and Iowa – ban felons from voting unless they get permission from the 
governor.

Felons permanently banned from voting unless governor grants a pardon: Florida, Iowa, 

Kentucky 

Felons convicted of certain crimes permanently banned:  Alabama, Arizona, Delaware, 

Mississippi, Missouri, Nevada, Tennessee, Wyoming

Felons’ voting rights restored automatically upon completion of prison, probation 

and/or parole.
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