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Area charities struggling to answer cries for help

“We huven'L turned anybody

By MICHAEL E. McCULLOUGH
And DENJSE DT STEPHAN
Stalt Writers

The economic slump means
hard times for many families this
Thanksgiving and has lefl local
charities struggling to meet the
demand for help,

Church groups and food banks
throughout the region say the
number of peoplc sceking aid is

Kidnap |
feared in
Middle

Missing: The search con-
tinues for Mark Himebaugh,
11, who was last seen by his

mether on Menday afternaon,
E————"r

By YVETTE CRAIG
Stafl Viter
MIDDLE TOWNSHIP — Police
Chief Raymond Saunders said he
is beginning to lean toward (he
possibjlity that a missing t1-year-
old Del Haven boy was abducted.
Saunders said Mark Hime-
baugh's mother, Maureen, Just
saw her son around 3:30 p.n.
Monday as he was walking home
ov Sun Ray Beach Boulevard
whiie she ran an errand. He was
geing home after \atching a
brush fire on Bayshore Road.
When she returned home a
half-hour.later, hie was gone.
During the fire, officials
blocked ~Bayshore Road ~and
rerouted traffic down Son Ray
Reach Road, across Delawave”
Avenue. whieh is paraliel to the
heach, and up Eldredge Avenue,
Saunders said.

A Tot of traffic was rerouted
past the (Himebaughs) house
that afternoon,” said Saunders.”
“Traffic that would not nermally
«drive down this sireel drove past
the house. Anyone could have

plCKGd himup,
. "lhere 15 no sign (hat he ever
got 1alo the se afler bis

mother saw him walking dosn
the streef. And even mougn we
have [ollowed several [ootprints

elong the beach, there is no. clear -

ev:dencc that they are Mark's."
Because, of freezing tempera-
ures recently, Saunders ajso be-
licves 1f the missing child werc
in the immediste area, he would
not be alive.
. "As ¢old as it has been, if he is
out here, then we are no longer
looking for an alive chlld. We are
laoking for a body,” said Saun-
ders. “But, it also gl\’CS ne sente

. hope that if he's not in the imme-

diate arca, he could be vul there
somewhere elsc. He may not be
safe, buuheres a possibility that
he's alive.”

Morc than 100 calls have Mlood-
ed_the police station’s fclephone
fines from people . who bellevc
they may have seen the wmissing
child. Saunders suid,

“Cer switchhoard has It up
like a stmas _ Lege,"  said
Saunders. ve gatten calls as
far away 45 Pennsylvanio, We've
pven fud ealls from people who,
Hinught they've seen him at the
Deptford Mall. We are following
all eeethbile feads, ™

Anyone with informatinn aboul

Missing, Fuge A12
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up significantly this year — inf
some cases doubling prcvmus
years, [}

At the same time, officials say-
donations are down, sincg people
who gave fo charifies in yeary
past arc finding themselves in
financial difficulty.

Many fear that if the frend
continues, they could find them-
selves turning away pevple seck'
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ing help.

Deberah Brannon of the Wild-
wood Interfaith Action Commil-
tes said it's already to'the point
where volunteers arc spending
their awn money for much of the
food Lhey give away.

As donations and supplies at
discount food banks dwindle,
Rannon said she van see o break-
ing poinL,

away,” she said. "But if the in-
rrease continues. tnere ntight
come z uime when we have to.”

In Ocean City, firefighters and
the Community Cupboard dis-
tributed turkeys apd food to
more than 100 familics — more
than Wwice iast year's number.

And officials at the Buena-
based Spanish Commumty Cen-

ter say they've been * “swamped. .
Lydia Munoz. executive direc:
tor at the center. <ald the Atlan-
tie City office
aday. By-m vldny V\'Ldﬂ@od‘l} the
Bucna office had already distrib-
uted sqyen food baskets, she
said
“People aren’t working and
they need help.” Munez said.
The situalion 1a sopthern New

A Tive TO," GivE THANKS

Steitphala by Sirolt C. Stotzar
~Jim Slanony, achof at ma Smithvillo lnn In Gallaway Tawnship, carves one of the many lurkeys the Inn will saiveto

some 2,000 dinner guesis it expects for Thanksgiving, a day Amevlcans set aside to cammemarats the Pilgrim's

-good harvest of 1621 In'Plymoutt, Mass. - .

Ths blll re § Sutslay
inight, Incluefad o nationwlds: ban
o1 Blting un spmrting events it

BDulaware and pove New Jersey &
ane year xanption
The measure won  hufrow
Hesse passage early Wodnesiday
anly fo ha killed in the Senate by
a Ilrpuhh n filibuntey, .
The srgislaturn may wfill
drnide ln hafd 3 rafotendygm gn’

al Jvmakers b

nroteelord elliwr way,
Robert G, Toreicell. Dt

D-2udd, supported the New Jer
axemption. but Sen Bill Bradiey
1-N 1., antl the New Jersey

tion  Awawnst
fm’);:

“New Jdorrey's opfinns wnre

isl e

1o and Itep Willtam Hugh

li-
Sperts Bitting

¥
choy wanted New dos.

© vaters within n year a5 i

the measure, Niw J lvr'\(-y'l !N!r-r -3ey 1o he included In the nation-
B Wide bon, rdid not

ol Immedintoly
roluen ealls o his nfficr, -
‘Thamag . Carver, president of
the Casing Association o New
Jersey. has predicted sports hetts
Lt could he woilh §30 milllon
anfally to the stale, =
*Iughes predic lml thc 1. o[usln—
tute wonld bring the is

5 nll-
erime billwonld huve altowe ol
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Jersev has not been as severe as
other areas hit harder by the
reeessian

In Bridgeport, Conn ., a group
kuoxn as Area Congregations To-
gether turne abnut 100
lamihies of the 231 wha spught
Thanksgiving ivod,

“1¢5 Uobslwvable;

0 80 elients

w's tragic:
O Ser Charity, Pade Al6
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ax cut

& Speaker of the House urges caution
despite olher Democratic leaders’ recom-
mendations for a quick pre-Christmas vote
an a cut to spur the lagging econamy.

C————
Las Angates Ttmas Sanvice

WASHINGTON — House Demacrats, laced
with a sharp division in ir ranks, devided
Wednesday to defer timmediate approval of a tax
cut for middle-income Americans but seheduled
extensive hearings in December on a series of
tax bills to prepare for action 2arly nest scar.

In a face-saving deai with House Republicans.
the Democratic Ieader\hxp alsa promised it
allow votes on an peonomic-growth parkage by
March 15 in the wake of President Bush's State
of the Union message to Congress in Jate Janu-

ary - .

Despite the nearly unanimoys recommenda-
tions of olher Democratic leaders for a quick
pre-Christmas vote on a tax 10 spur the
lagging economy, Speaker Thomas § Foley, D-,
Wash,, chose a cautious approech. virlaaslly
guaranteeing there will be no December session
ofthe House to take up tax [egisiation

‘The delay means the Demacrats will not move
now to seize the opportunity to gel nul in front of
Rush on aew economic gction and eash in on
public sppeat for relief. However. it avoids the
risk of hasty steps that might have to he rnmeu
later or cause a damaging shock to the jiltery
stock and bond markels.

_“If you de something precipitously, you might
trigger adverse consequences in the ceenomy.”

[1See Shelved, Page AG

Bill banning machines that make
“junk’ calls goes to Bush —Page A11.

Thrift regulators
file suit against

“ex-Action officers

By PETER KEY
Slalf Writar

The lederal government has filed a ldwsuit
seeking al east $15 miilion in damages from 11
farmer directors and officers of Achon Savings
Bank, a defunct Somers Point savmgs.and loan
assocnallon

‘The governiment is also seeking 32' ton in
damages from Action's former=chaiyman and
chief exceutive officer, Robert Domergco.

The Resolution Trust Corp..'dhe federal agen-
¢y charged with dlsposmg of the assets of friled
S&L\, fited lhe suit in U.S. Distrirt (,ourt on

Thc HIC lﬂnk aver Actig

ul Novhls, 1990,
and ran it until Oct. 25,

, 1995, when it sold six of
[0 8ee Action, Puge A0

M Man claiming fo have
lived with Merv Griffin
loges lawsuit — Page AS.
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