
Pressure existing in  
the tree draws water  
up the trunk towards  
the leaves.

Water 
molecules

Roots take up water  
from the soil.

Soil
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Salt-soaked air strips away 
the waxy outer layer. Salt gets 
into the soil as well. Without 
adequate rain from the storm, 
the water pressure in the tree 
is reduced, stopping water 
from traveling to the leaves. 
Without water, the leaves turn 
brown and drop off.
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