
NATHAN VAN EMBDEN
Attorney at Law
NJ ATTY ID #025191983
21 E. Main St., P.O. Box 428
Millville, NJ  08332
Tel: (856) 327-4220; Fax: (856) 327-2845
Attorney for Plaintiff, Township of Downe
______________________________
TOWNSHIP OF DOWNE,  : SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

: LAW DIVISION, CIVIL PART
: COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND

Plaintiff :
            vs.      : Docket No: CUM-L-

: CIVIL ACTION
:

CUMBERLAND COUNTY : ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
BOARD OF ELECTIONS, :     

:
Defendant       :

______________________________:

THIS MATTER being opened to the Court by Nathan Van Embden, Esquire, Attorney 

for Plaintiff, Township of Downe, seeking relief by way summary action pursuant to R. 4:67-

1(a), based upon the facts set forth in the verified complaint filed herewith; and the court having 

determined that this matter may be commenced by order to show cause as a summary proceeding 

pursuant to and for good cause shown.

IT IS on this _____ day of _______________, 2025, ORDERED that the Defendants 

appear and show cause on the ________ day of __________________, 2025 before the Superior 

Court at the Cumberland County Court House, 60 W. Broad Street, Bridgeton, New Jersey at 

_______ o’clock in the forenoon, or as soon thereafter as counsel can be heard, on why judgment 

should not be entered for:

A. Requiring a recount of the vote on the referendum for approval of a single liquor 

license in the Township of Downe.

B. Vacating the certification of results issued by the Cumberland County Clerk’s 

office on the referendum for approval of a single liquor license in the Township of 

Downe.
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C. Authorizing Downed Township to hold a special election for the liquor license 

question.

D.  Allocating the cost to conduct the special election between the Township of 

Downe and Cumberland County Board of Elections  based upon the court’s 

determination of responsibility through the conduct of election process.

E. Granting such other relief as the court deems equitable and just.

FURTHER ORDERED and ADJUDGED that:

1. A copy of this Order to Show Cause, Verified Complaint and all supporting 

affidavits or certifications submitted in support of this application be served upon the Defendant 

by Plaintiff's counsel by certified and regular mail within three (3) days of the date hereof, in 

accordance with R. 4:4-3 and R. 4:4-4, this being original process.

2. The Plaintiff must file with the Court his proof of service of the pleadings on the 

Defendant not later than three (3) days before the return date.

3. Defendant shall file and serve a written answer (an answering affidavit or a 

motion returnable on the return date) to this order to show cause and the relief requested in the 

verified complaint and proof of service of the same by ______________, 2025.  The answer 

(answering affidavit or a Motion), as the case may be, must be filed with the Clerk of the 

Superior Court in the County listed above and a copy of the papers must be sent directly to the 

Chambers of Judge ____________________.

4. The Plaintiff must file and serve any written reply to the Defendant’s Order to 

Show Cause Opposition by __________________, 2025.  The reply papers must be filed with 

the Clerk of the Superior Court in the county listed above and a copy of the reply papers must be 

sent directed to the Chamber of Judge _____________________.

5. If the Defendant does not file and serve opposition to this order to show cause, the 

application will be decided on the papers on the return date and relief may be granted by default, 
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provided that the Plaintiff file proof of service and a proposed form of order at least three (3) 

days prior to the return date.

6. If the Plaintiff has not already done so, a proposed form of order addressing the 

relief sought on the return date (along with a self-addressed return envelope with return address 

and postage) must be submitted to the court no later than three (3) days before the return date.

7. Defendant takes notice that the Plaintiff have filed a lawsuit against you in the 

Superior Court of New Jersey.  The Verified Complaint attached to this Order to Show Cause 

states the basis of the lawsuit.  If you dispute this complaint, you or your attorney must file a 

written answer (an answering affidavit or motion returnable on the return date to the order to 

show cause) and proof of service before the return date of the order to show case.

These documents must be filed with the Clerk of the Superior Court in the County listed 

above.  A directory of these offices is available in the Civil Division Management Office in the 

county listed above and online at: 

http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/prose/10153_deptyclerklawref.pdf.  Include a $300.00 filing fee 

made payable to the “Treasurer, State of New Jersey”.  You must also send a copy of your 

answer (answering affidavit or motion) to the Plaintiffs' attorney whose name and address appear 

above, or to the Plaintiffs, if no attorney is named above.  A telephone call will not protect your 

rights; you must file and service your answer (answering affidavit or motion)(with the fee) or 

judgment may be entered against you by default.

8. If you cannot afford an attorney, you may call the Legal Services Office in the 

County in which you live or the Legal Services of New Jersey Statewide Hotline at: 1-888-

LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529).   If you do not have an attorney and you are not eligible for free 

legal assistance, you may obtain a referral to an attorney by calling Lawyer Referral Services.  A 

directory with contact information for local Legal Services Offices and Lawyer Referral Services 

is available in the Civil Division Management Office in the county listed above and online at: 

http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/prose/10153_deptyclerklawref.pdf.
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9. The court will entertain argument, but not testimony, on the return date of the order to 

show cause, unless the court and parties are advised to the contrary no later than three (3) days 

before the return date.

___________________________________
J.S.C.
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NATHAN VAN EMBDEN
Attorney at Law
NJ ATTY ID #025191983
21 E. Main St., P.O. Box 428
Millville, NJ  08332
Tel: (856) 327-4220; Fax: (856) 327-2845
Attorney for Plaintiff, Township of Downe
______________________________
TOWNSHIP OF DOWNE,  : SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

: LAW DIVISION, CIVIL PART
: COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND

Plaintiff :
            vs.      : Docket No: CUM-L-

: CIVIL ACTION
:

CUMBERLAND COUNTY : ORDER    
BOARD OF ELECTIONS, :

Defendant      :
______________________________:

THIS MATTER having been brought before the Court by way of Order to Show Cause 
brought by Nathan Van Embden, Esq., attorney for the Plaintiff; and all parties in interest having 
received notice by certified and regular mail; and the Court having read the pleadings and 
considered the arguments of counsel and for good cause shown: 

IT IS on this ______________ day of ____________________, 2025; 

ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as follows: 

1. The certified results of the Downe Township liquor license referendum dated 

November 4, 2025 are vacated.

2. The Township of Downe is authorized to conduct a special election to determine the 

outcome of the liquor license referendum.

3. The Cumberland County Board of Elections shall contribute to the cost of such 

special election  in the amount of $____________.

 
_________________________________________
 J.S.C.
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Civil Case Information Statement

Case Details: CUMBERLAND | Civil Part Docket# L-000832-25

Case Caption: TONWSHIP OF DOWNE   VS 

CUMBERLAND COUNTY

Case Initiation Date: 11/24/2025

Attorney Name: NATHAN VAN EMBDEN

Firm Name: NATHAN VAN EMBDEN

Address: 21 EAST MAIN STREET P. O. BOX 428

MILLVILLE NJ 08332

Phone: 8563274220

Name of Party: PLAINTIFF : Tonwship of Downe 

Name of Defendant’s Primary Insurance Company 
(if known): None

THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ON THIS FORM CANNOT BE INTRODUCED INTO EVIDENCE
CASE CHARACTERISTICS FOR PURPOSES OF DETERMINING IF CASE IS APPROPRIATE FOR MEDIATION

Do parties have a current, past, or recurrent relationship? YES

If yes, is that relationship: Business   

Does the statute governing this case provide for payment of fees by the losing party? NO

Use this space to alert the court to any special case characteristics that may warrant individual 
management or accelerated disposition:

Do you or your client need any disability accommodations? NO
If yes, please identify the requested accommodation:

Will an interpreter be needed? NO
If yes, for what language:

Please check off each applicable category: Putative Class Action? NO  Title 59? NO  Consumer Fraud? NO  
Medical Debt Claim? NO

I certify that confidential personal identifiers have been redacted from documents now submitted to the 
court, and will be redacted from all documents submitted in the future in accordance with Rule 1:38-7(b)

11/24/2025
Dated

/s/ NATHAN VAN EMBDEN
Signed

Case Type: ELECTION LAW

Document Type: Order to Show Cause

Jury Demand: NONE

Is this a professional malpractice case?  NO

Related cases pending: NO

If yes, list docket numbers: 
Do you anticipate adding any parties (arising out of same 
transaction or occurrence)? NO

Does this case involve claims related to COVID-19? NO

Are sexual abuse claims alleged by: Tonwship of Downe? NO
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