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OVERCOMING BAD NEWS

North-South vulnerable, West deals
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The bidding:
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

16 Pass 26 30
Pass 4 All pass

Opening lead: Five of &

The opening spade lead went to
East’s ace as South played his
singleton king. A low spade was
returned and South ruffed to lead the
10 of hearts. Had both opponents
followed, he planned to duck a
diamond and ruff a diamond, draw
trumps, and knock out the ace of
clubs. The 4-0 trump split changed
things. Should he duck a diamond
now, the defense would lead another
spade, forcing him to reduce his

trump length to the same as East’s.
He would not be able to get off the
board safely after ruffing a diamond
and he would lose control of the
hand.

South led a low club at trick three
to dummy’s king as West ducked his
ace. Three rounds of hearts came
next, drawing trumps, and leaving
this position:
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South had only lost one trick so far.
A club was led to dummy’s queen,
which West had to duck. He ruffed
dummy’s last spade and exited with a
club to West’s ace. South simply
ducked West’s king of diamonds,
leaving West on lead for another
diamond lead into the ace-jack. Very
well played!



