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ririe reservoir is a bit fuller at the dam this year than it has been in recent years, boding well for irrigators who will count on its water in the next
irrigation season.

optimism prevails for
next year’s irrigation
By DIANNA TROYER
For Farm & ranch

W

ater managers are cautiously optimistic about the
2019 irrigation season in
eastern Idaho. Their positive outlook
is based on carryover water from this
past season and the winter forecast.
Reservoirs in the Upper Snake River system are at 47 percent of capacity, according
to the Bureau of Reclamation’s most recent
report, released in mid-October. Palisades
Reservoir is 49 percent full.
“Storage carryover is a little below average
for this time of year, even though we had
good water supplies for 2018,” said Lyle
Swank, a water master based in Idaho Falls.
He oversees water distribution in Water
District 1 Upper Snake River, the Henry’s
Fork and Upper Snake Basin and in Water
District 27 Blackfoot River in Bingham and
Caribou counties.
“Upper Snake water users had a normal
water year,” said Ron Abramovich, water
supply specialist for the NRCS in Boise.
“The good spring rains, up to 6 inches,
helped the Henry’s Fork water users,” he
said. “The Little Lost and Big Lost water
users received a benefit as ground water
levels and baseflows remained average or
above average for most of summer as a
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an irrigation canal that runs under 95th east north of idaho Falls sits recently emptied late last
month, as was evident by the damp ground in the canal’s bottom. most irrigation canals will run
dry soon as water is turned off for the season.

result of the 2017 runoff.”
Considering the carryover and the extended forecast for a mild winter, Swank is
optimistic about next summer’s irrigation
season.
The winter forecast for eastern Idaho
predicts above normal temperatures and
normal to slightly below normal precipitation, said Dawn Harmon, a meteorologist at
the National Weather Service in Pocatello.
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Doubts surround SW Idaho 2019 water supply
By TAYLOR MUNSON
For the idaho Press

TREASURE VALLEY — In
southwestern Idaho, the Idaho
Department of Water Resources
anticipates 2019 will be an average year in terms of the water
supply for irrigators, although
there is a lot of uncertainty about
this winter’s climate projections.
The area of primary concern for
next year’s water supply is the
Owyhee Reservoir, which has a
carryover below normal.
David Hoekema, a hydrologist with the IDWR, said he
tracks the accounting water
rights, water supply coordination, drought coordination and

reservoir operations modeling.
He also participates in field
work maintaining department
streamflow monitoring network
in the Lemhi Basin and heads
up the Idaho Water Supply
Committee, which is composed
of water resource experts from
federal, state and private entities.
According to Hoekema,
southwestern Idaho is entering
the irrigation season with nearly
average reservoir carryover on
the Boise and Payette rivers —
which he said is a good starting point for next year’s water
supply. However, Hoekema
has seen conditions developing
toward an El Niño this winter.
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Lucky Peak reservoir is shown early in the morning of may 8. reservoirs in
southwestern idaho are ending the water year with nearly average carryover.
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entry Loveland joined
4-H after her grandmother, Darla Hill,
and her uncle and aunt, Jared
and Jeanna Hill, noticed how
much she liked their lambs.
Gentry liked helping with
chores, especially bottle feeding, at her grandparents’ place
next door, and and with her
cousins, who live across the
street. The Hills are among
eight leaders of the Bonneville
County Foothills 4-H Club
and their children are club
members.
“I like how playful lambs
are, and all
their different
personalities,”
Gentry said.
“I liked going
to all the 4-H
meetings and
learning how
to care for my
Gentry
animal.”
This was her
first year in 4-H and with her
market lamb. Gentry, 9, won
a red ribbon overall, a blue
ribbon in showmanship, an
outstanding rosette and a blue
ribbon on her project book
and a $25 cash award from
the Bonneville County Woolgrowers for doing the most
with the least. The award is
given to first-year 4-Hers. Her
parents are Tom and Heather
Loveland of Idaho Falls.
Raising her lamb became a
family affair. She kept her lamb
at the farm of her grandparents, Roger and Darla Hill. She
learned from her leaders and
relatives how and what to feed
her lamb, what to look for, how
to keep her lamb healthy and
how to prepare for the fair.
“This project was a great
learning experience for
her,” Heather Loveland said.
“Because of Gentry’s positive
experience, her older sister,
Lana, 15, and brother Benson,
6, are considering joining 4-H
next year.”
In her spare time, Gentry
loves being with her family,
attending church activities,
playing softball and dancing
with her competitive dance
team.
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