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When deciding whether to incorporate 
electric cars into a company’s fleet, there are 
many advantages and disadvantages that need 
to be weighed, according to Smith Chevrolet 
and Smith Honda General Manager Cannon 
Smith.

“When it comes to an investment, just pure 
financial numbers, you’ve got to drive a lot of 
miles to make hybrid or electric make sense, 
but for some people they do,” Smith said.

He said he thinks fully electric vehicles are 
“awesome” but may not be the best choice for 
a company’s fleet in Idaho Falls because once 
they run out of range of a charging station, 
they could become stuck. 

“(Because of) the nature our area, we’re 
driving farther, so electric vehicles aren’t nec-
essarily as viable here as in a city 
environment,” Smith said.

He said that currently, 
there aren’t “good op-

tions” for large or medium sized vehicles and 
noted that fully electric vehicles usually cost 
more than their gas-fueled counterparts, mak-
ing the decision to purchase electric vehicles 
less appealing.

“Generally, the list price of an electric ve-
hicle is quite expensive and so it doesn’t always 
pencil financially to go fully 
electric, if it weren’t for the 
subsidies and rebates,” 
Smith said.

See FLEET, 
page 3

Charging stations may attract customers, employees

Charged
By Kelsey Pennock

For Eastern Idaho Business Report

As electric vehicle popularity increases, businesses 
may want to look into providing charging stations, 
according to Idaho Falls Power Customer Relations 
Supervisor Joelyn Hansen. 

From 2011 to 2016, sales of plug-in electric vehicles 
grew from 17,731 to over 144,000, which is more than 
a 700 percent increase in five years, according to the 
U.S. Department of Energy Alternative Fuels Data 
Center. The website said the increase was due to the 
influence of “technology improvements, cost reduc-
tion, increasing model choice, maturing charging in-
frastructure and economic recovery.”

According to the 2017 Idaho Falls Power Annual 
Report, Idaho Falls has one of the lowest residential 
power rates in the nation, at 6.25 cents per kilowatt-
hour. Idaho’s average rate is 9.87 cents per kWh and 
the nation’s is 12 cents per kWh. 

However, Hansen said in Eastern Idaho, charging 
stations are “not very common,” with only five loca-
tions in Idaho Falls offering charging stations, accord-
ing to a map on the Idaho Falls Power website.

“There’s going to be a bigger need for charging sta-
tions, so if commercial customers get on the front of 
it, they’re going to see (the benefit) pretty early on,” 
Hansen said.

Hansen said because of the trend she sees of elec-
tric vehicles becoming popular and affordable, the 
benefits far outweigh the cost of providing a station, 
especially with the low cost of power in the region.

Idaho Falls Power Energy Services Manager Wid 
Ritchie said he agreed, pointing out that offer-
ing charging stations can provide services 
to employees that other businesses may 
not give. The stations can also bring 
more customers to the business as 
well.

See CHARGE, page 3

Hybrid may be better option for electric fleet
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