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BOISE — A recently formed 
Idaho trade group seeks to save 
independent restaurants that 
have been hammered by the 
government-ordered restrictions 
related to COVID-19.

By saving restaurants, FARE 
Idaho also hopes to improve 
the financial lot of the farmers 
whose products end up in those 
establishments.

“FARE Idaho is an organization 
that represents small- to mid-size 
farms, independent restaurants 
and bars, and other food and 
beverage producers,” says execu-
tive director Katie Baker.

FARE, which stands for food, 
agriculture, restaurant and 
beverage establishments, is a 
non-profit that was formed last 
March and now includes 550 
members of the state’s food and 
beverage industry, including 
about 20 farmers.

Saving the beleaguered restau-
rant industry has been the main 
focus of the group because of the 
extreme pressure the COVID-re-
lated restrictions have placed on 
them but helping farmers who 
supply the products sold at those 
eateries is a main goal of the 
group, Baker says.

“It has felt at times that we are 
very focused on independent 
restaurants but we see the larger 
picture, that helping indepen-
dent restaurants ultimately helps 
our farmers,” she says. “Farmers 
are near and dear to FARE’s 
heart.”

According to FARE, there 
were 3,385 small independent 
restaurants in Idaho before the 
COVID-related restrictions be-
gan. Those establishments have 
struggled greatly and many have 
either shut down permanently 
or are struggling to stay afloat, 
Baker said.

According to FARE, about 75 
percent of eateries in the nation 
are independently owned.

“A lot of independent restau-
rants right now are struggling to 
survive,” says FARE Idaho board 
member Dave Krick, who owns 
three restaurants in downtown 
Boise.

Aside from the current need 
to help restaurants weather the 
COVID storm, FARE Idaho also 
has as one of its goals making it 
easier for farmers to sell directly 
to independent restaurants and 
other food establishments, Krick 
says.

There is a lot of focus on ex-
port markets in Idaho’s agricul-
tural community but very little 
focus on local markets, he says.
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The sun begins to set as the tractor 

hauling the auger grain cart goes out 

to take on another load of wheat from 

the combine harvester..

By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

American Falls farmer Jim 
Tiede is usually happy if he can 
break even on wheat, and he’s 
grown accustomed to raising 
the crop at a loss just to give 
his fields a rest between potato 
years.

Wheat prices are suddenly 
stronger than they’ve been in a 
long time, however, and farmers 
who held onto some of their 
grain, like Tiede, are cashing in 
on their rotation crop.

“It’s been about four years 
since we sold wheat above our 
production cost,” said Tiede, 
who recently sold 50,000 bushels 

of hard red spring wheat he had 
in storage. “It will definitely help 
the bottom line at the end of the 
year. We’re kind of excited about 
it.”

The strong wheat prices 
should enable Tiede to pay off 
some farm debt.

“The potatoes won’t have to 
subsidize the wheat in this price 
range,” Tiede said.

Kamren Koompin, who is also 
an American Falls farmer, had 
planned on raising some canola 
this spring. He now envisions 
planting those acres in spring 
wheat, hoping the market will 
remain strong. Koompin will 
invest wheat profits in buying 
potato equipment.

“Any time farmers make a 

little money, they’re typically 
investing back into the farm,” 
Koompin said.

The wheat market has been 
bullish since late summer, ex-
plained Casey Chumrau, execu-
tive director of the Idaho Wheat 
Commission. The futures price 
of hard red winter wheat has 
risen by $2, or 47%, since June, 
reaching its highest point since 
2014. Hard red spring wheat 
has risen by $1.20, or 23%, since 
August, reaching its highest 
point since early 2018. There’s 
no futures market for soft white 
wheat, but the February export 
f.o.b. price of the class, $7.35, is 
at its highest level since 2015.

Fields of gold: Wheat suddenly profitable 
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Farming green
Parma hops farmers using 100% renewable energy through Idaho Power program

COURTESY OF IDAHO POWER 

Parma hops farmer Phil Obendorf and his family discuss their 

clean energy purchases within their hops farm in a new Idaho 

Power video.

COURTESY OF IDAHO POWER

Parma hops farmer Brock Obendorf discusses why he participates 

in an Idaho Power renewable energy program in a new video pro-

duced by the power company.

COURTESY OF IDAHO POWER

Hops are planted in neat rows at 

Obendorf Farms in Parma.

By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

Brock and Phil Obendorf 
can now add a sizable in-
vestment in “peace of mind” 
to the list of inputs when 
they tally production costs 
for their Parma hops farm.

Since 2020, the brothers 
have rightfully claimed that 
their business uses 100% 
clean, renewable energy, 
having committed to pur-
chase 3,000 megawatt hours 
of Idaho Power energy effi-
ciency credits per year.

The credits are sold to 
businesses and individuals 
interested in demonstrat-
ing their commitment 
to environmental stew-
ardship. They’re tied to 
Idaho Power’s investments 
in clean energy, such as 
solar and wind power and 
hydro-power production 
efficiency upgrades. Idaho 
Power estimates the Oben-
dorf ’s credits represent a 
benefit equal to planting 
34,000 trees.

“In the future I think 
you’re going to have to 
figure out how to be sus-
tainable in all aspects of 
farming. ... We as a company 
think it’s very important,” 
Brock Obendorf said.

Idaho Power launched its 
Large Renewable Energy 
Purchase Option program 
in 2017 but didn’t get its first 
takers until last year. The 
three current large business 
participants are the Oben-
dorf ’s, the Boise Co-op and 
Bogus Basin ski area. The 
minimum credit purchase 

to participate covers 750 
megawatt hours per year.

Idaho Power has also 
offered a program for resi-
dential and small business 
customers since 2016, called 
Green Power. That program 
boasts 3,415 participants, 
including more than 80 
small businesses, who also 
pay for the knowledge that 

the credits they buy are sup-
porting green energy. Some 
of the revenue supports an 
educational program teach-
ing school children about 
renewable energy, called 
Solar for our Schools.

Idaho Power spokes-
man Sven Berg explained 
participants seeking to make 
a 100% renewable energy 

claim can immediately count 
about half of their consump-
tion as renewable because 
the company’s energy port-
folio is about half renew-
able hydro-power. Credits 
can make up the difference.

“Obendorf Farms’ com-
mitment to clean energy 
aligns with its history of 
reducing its environmental 
impact through measures 
like cover crops to stabilize 
the soil and energy efficien-
cy upgrades to its current 
system,” Berg said. “It also 
aligns with Idaho Power’s 
own goal of providing 
100% clean energy by 2045 
without compromising 
their tradition of reliability 
and affordability.”

Berg produced a video 
available at youtube.com/
idahopower featuring the 
Obendorfs. They’ve raised 
hops in Canyon County for 
more than 70 years, and 
their hops are used to make 
3% percent of the world’s 
beer, according to the video.

They raise 15 hop vari-
eties on 3,500 acres, and 
their farm consumes more 
electricity than 400 typical 
Idaho Power homes.

Brock Obendorf said 
participating in the pro-
gram also “makes us look 
good on our selling side” as 
food and beverage manu-
facturers increasingly look 
to assure consumers that 
they’re sourcing sustainable 
ingredients. Sustainability 
is becoming a greater focus 
of farming audits, such as 
GLOBALG.A.P.
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FARE Idaho 
trying to help 
independent 
restaurants 
and farmers
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