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Letter asks ‘trust but verify’ stance on Mexico potatoes issue
By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Groups representing
U.S. potato growers have
sent a letter to the U.S.
agriculture secretary
and trade representative
asking them to adopt a
“trust but verify” stance
when it comes to negotiations with Mexico on full
market access for fresh
U.S. potatoes.
The letter also asks
them to consider using Mexican avocado
imports — Mexico
exports about $2 billion
worth of avocados into

the United States each
year — as leverage to get
that nation of 130 million
people to allow fresh U.S.
spuds to be sold in the
entire country.
The letter was sent June
28 by the National Potato
Council and state potato
organizations, including
the Idaho Potato Commission, to U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom
Vilsack and U.S. Trade
Representative Katherine
Tai.
Gaining access to the
entire Mexican market
for fresh U.S. potatoes has
been one of the domestic
spud industry’s top pri-

orities for more than two
decades.
If and when that happens, “It would mean so
much to this industry,”
said Pat Kole, vice president of legal and government affairs for the IPC.
In a 5-0 ruling April
28, Mexico’s Supreme
Court overturned a 2017
lower court decision that
prevented the Mexican
federal government from
implementing regulations
to allow for the importation of fresh U.S. potatoes
throughout the entire
country.
Fresh potatoes from the
United States are current-

ly only allowed within a
16-mile area along the
U.S.-Mexico border.
Idaho leads the nation
in potato production and
gaining access to all of
Mexico would be a huge
win for the state’s fresh
potato industry, as well
as potato growers across
the U.S.
According to the
National Potato Council,
Mexico is the third largest
export market for U.S.
potatoes and potato products and more than $270
million worth of potatoes
and potato products from
the United States were
sold there in 2020.
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Groups representing U.S. potato growers have sent a letter to the
U.S. agriculture secretary and trade representative asking them
to adopt a “trust but verify” stance when it comes to negotiations
with Mexico on full market access for fresh U.S. potatoes.

Despite the 16-mile
border zone restriction,
Mexico is the second
largest market for fresh
U.S. potato exports,

TAKING A STAND
Magic Valley mink farmer decries bill banning his industry for COVID-19 protection

accounting for 106,000
metric tons valued at $60
million in 2020.
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Ruling goes
against U.S.
sheep station
By KEITH RIDLER
Associated Press

COURTESY OF RYAN MOYLE

A female mink looks after her kits at one of the Moyle family’s mink farms in the Magic Valley.

By FARM AND RANCH STAFF
AND AP WIRE REPORTS

A Magic Valley mink farmer is convinced a federal bill
that would ban his industry
nationwide has more to do
with placating animal rights
activists than accomplishing
its stated goal of avoiding potential COVID-19 mutations.
A bipartisan proposal in
the U.S. House would ban the
farming of mink fur in the
United States in an effort to
stem possible mutations of
the coronavirus, something
researchers have said can be
accelerated when the virus
spreads among animals.

The bill introduced
early this month is an effort
from Reps. Rosa DeLauro,
D-Conn., and Nancy Mace,
R-S.C. It would prohibit the
import, export, transport, sale
or purchase of mink in the
United States.
Ryan Moyle, whose family
had the largest mink operation
in Idaho — at least prior to the
arrival of COVID-19 — noted a COVID-19 vaccine has
already been developed for
animals including mink. Moyle
anticipates he’ll have access to
the animal vaccine soon.
“Basically, that resolves the
issue,” Moyle said.
As a precaution against
COVID-19, Moyle has

already closed three of the
family’s five mink farms and
reduced his mink numbers
by 90%.
“We downsized our operation and we moved all of our
breeding stock to one farm
that’s only operated by family
members, and there are no
employees on the farm,”
Moyle said. “That decision
was made before the vaccine
became available.”
Fortunately, Moyle operates
a second business and managed to place his mink farm
employees in alternate jobs.
Moyle, a third-generation
mink farmer, said Idaho ranks
among the top three mink
producing states in the U.S.,

and the first mink farm in the
world opened in Franklin,
Idaho. Idaho is also unique in
that the Idaho State Department of Agriculture has its
own certification program for
mink farms, Moyle said.
In Moyle’s opinion, mink
farming is more than just a
job; it’s deeply engrained in
the culture of the farmers
who practice it.
“When they want to come
out and ban and wipe out an
entire culture, that’s not what
America is all about,” Moyle
said, noting the American
West was settled because of
the fur trade.

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — U.S.
officials and a sheep industry group
have filed notices to appeal a federal court ruling involving an eastern
Idaho sheep research facility long
targeted by environmental groups
concerned about the potential
harm to grizzly bears and other
wildlife.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture and American Sheep Industry
Association
filed the noThe sheep
tices late last
station
month to the
supports
9th U.S. Circuit Court of research using
Appeals. A
domestic
judge’s ruling
sheep owned
in April prevents grazing by the
in significant University of
areas used by
Idaho, some of
the Agriculit involving
ture Department’s
sheep grazing
U.S. Sheep
at higher
Experiment
altitudes.
Station.
Grazing
was suspended in 2013 following
previous lawsuits by environmental groups contending the areas
contain key wildlife habitat that is a
corridor for grizzly bears between
Yellowstone National Park and Glacier National Park. Conservation
groups contend grizzly bears have
been killed because of sheep station
activities.
The groups also say bighorn
sheep, which can acquire deadly
diseases from domestic sheep, and
greater sage grouse use the area.
Grazing resumed following the
release of a 2017 environmental
impact statement considering the
effects of sheep grazing on wildlife.
The Western Watersheds Project
and two other groups filed a new
lawsuit in early 2019 challenging
the government’s decision allowing
sheep owned by the University of
Idaho to graze in the Centennial
Mountains of Idaho and Montana.
A federal judge in April agreed
with the environmental groups
that the government hadn’t adequately examined all of the impacts
with its 2017 environmental
review.
“It’s really good news for wildlife
that the sheep experimental station
is basically down to its headquarters area, and they’re not going to
be grazing sheep in the Centennial
Mountains,” said Erik Molvar, the
Western Watersheds Project’s executive director.
The sheep station is operated
by the Agriculture Department’s
Agricultural Research Service. The
sheep station supports research
using domestic sheep owned by
the University of Idaho, some of it
involving sheep grazing at higher
altitudes.
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