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An undisclosed company 
plans to process locally sourced 
potatoes into frozen fries and 
dehydrated products within 
a refrigerated warehouse to 
be built at Pocatello Regional 
Airport, officials said.

Officials with Frigitek Indus-
trial Parks said the tenant plan-
ning to locate in the Pocatello 
refrigerated warehouse intends 
to process 153 million pounds 
of raw potatoes per year. The 
spuds will be made into more 
than 76 million pounds of fried 

potato products and about 9 
million pounds of dehydrated 
flakes, with projected sales 
exceeding $30 million.

Frigitek, based in Washing-
ton, D.C., hosted a ground-
breaking ceremony about a 
year ago to kick off construc-
tion of the 280,000-square-foot 
cold-storage facility. Amid the 
coronavirus pandemic, howev-
er, progress on the warehouse 
seemed to freeze in its tracks.

Ken Brown, president of 
Frigitek, explained some of the 
banks and financial partners 
reneged on their funding 
commitments, leery of backing 
a project with no tenants at the 

time, given the turmoil of the 
COViD-19 pandemic.

“A lot of folks wanted to see 
that the project had anchor 
income and pulled out, we 
believe, because of COVID,” 
Brown said.

On June 29, a contractor, 
Idaho Materials, filed a lawsuit 
in 6th District court seeking 
more than $562,000 in back 
pay, plus 12 percent interest, for 
work done on behalf of Frigitek. 
Frigitek also fell behind on pay-
ments to the city of Pocatello for 
its lease at the airport’s business 
park.

By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Recently released federal data 
show that Idaho, once again, is the 
top Western state when it comes 
to farm income on a per capita 
basis.

Per capita farm income is 
derived by dividing the total 
number of people in a state by the 
total amount of farm cash receipts 
produced in that state. Farm cash 
receipts is the revenue that farm-
ers and ranchers receive for selling 
their commodity.

Idaho farmers and ranchers 
produced $4,421 per Idahoan in 
2020, according to data released 
Sept. 2 by USDA’s Economic 
Research Service and crunched 
by University of Idaho Agricul-
tural Economist Ashlee Wester-
hold.

That placed Idaho No. 1 among 
the 11 Western states in that cat-
egory. Again. Idaho has ranked at 
the top in per capita farm income 
in the West for many years.

“It demonstrates how big 
agriculture is in Idaho, again and 
again and again,” UI Agricultur-
al Economist Garth Taylor said 
about the per capita ranking. “It 
shows how important agriculture 
is to the state’s economy and to 
the average Idahoan.”

California led the nation last 
year in total farm cash receipts at 
$49 billion, but that state had 39.5 
million people in 2020, making 
California’s per capita farm in-
come total $1,241.

Put simply, that means farm-
ing is way more important to the 
average Idahoan than it is to the 
average Californian.

Idaho Farm Bureau Federation 
President Bryan Searle, a farmer 
from Shelley, said the per capita 
number is a simple yet effective 
way to show how important agri-
culture is to the average Idahoan 
compared to people in other 
states.

According to a U of I study, ag-
riculture accounts for 13 percent 
of the state’s total gross domestic 
product and one in every eight 
jobs in Idaho. It also accounts for 
about $26 billion in annual sales.

“That per capita number 
reflects how critical the state’s 
agricultural industry is to people 
in Idaho,” Searle said. “I hope it 
encourages people to think about 
how important farming and 
ranching are to the state’s overall 
economy and way of life.”

Taylor said the per capita 
number could also be viewed as 
a reflection of how agriculture is 
treated in Idaho vs. other states.

By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

The Idaho Water Resource 
Board is taking the initial 
steps toward expanding its 
longstanding cloud seeding 
program into new areas of 
the state.

On Sept. 17, the board 
approved a $389,000 year-
long contract with Sandy, 
Utah-based North American 
Weather Consultants to 
launch a cloud seeding pilot 
program this winter on the 
Idaho side of the Bear River 
Basin. The Utah company 
was the lowest bidder, beat-
ing out Idaho Power’s bid of 
$715,000.

“Right now there’s a lot of 
need in the Bear watershed. 
We saw that particularly in 
this past year when there just 
wasn’t enough water for all of 
the agricultural needs in the 
area,” said Garrett Cammans, 
president of North American 
Weather Consultants. “We’re 
excited to be part of the 
solution.”

The board also approved 
a $300,000 contract with 
a Boulder, Colorado, 
research-based entity. 
The National Center for 
Atmospheric Research 
will design the Bear River 
program, identify addition-
al Idaho basins in which 
cloud seeding might be a 
good fit and assess the ef-
ficacy of the state’s existing 
cloud seeding programs. 
NCAR was established by 
the National Science Foun-
dation in 1960 to “provide 
the university community 
with world-class facilities 
and services that were 

beyond the reach of any 
individual institution.”

In April, Gov. Brad Little 
signed legislation directing 
the board to assess the state’s 
cloud seeding programs and 
expand upon them. The sci-
ence of cloud seeding entails 
emitting silver iodide vapor 
into the atmosphere using 
ground-based propane gen-
erators or dropping it from 
an aircraft amid a storm. 
The silver iodide particles 
serve as nuclei on which 

super-cooled cloud drop-
lets can attach, forming ice 
crystals that fall and become 
raindrops.

Research has shown a well-
run cloud seeding program 
can bolster precipitation 
throughout a targeted area 
by 5 to 15 percent.

Kala Golden, cloud seed-
ing program coordinator 
with the Idaho Department 
of Water Resources, said the 
return on the state’s invest-
ment in cloud seeding has 

equated to about $3.50 for 
every additional acre-foot of 
water. By comparison, the 
current cost of renting an 
acre-foot ranges from $20 
through the board’s water 
bank to upwards of $40 
through other rental pools.

“Cloud seeding has been 
something the board has 
progressively gotten more 
and more involved with,” 
Golden said, explaining 
cloud seeding should be 
viewed as a long-term invest-
ment with benefits accruing 
over time rather than a quick 
fix to implement amid a 
drought.

North American Weather 
Consultants will utilize a sin-
gle aircraft in the initial year 
of Idaho’s Bear River cloud 
seeding program, which will 
run from Nov. 1 through 
April 15. They’ll subcon-
tract with a Texas company, 
SOAR, to provide the pilot 
and aircraft. The plane will 
likely be based out of the 
Pocatello Regional Airport.

Cammans explained Texas 
conducts its cloud seeding 
during the summer months, 
making the aircraft available 
when it’s needed in Idaho.

Cammans said his com-
pany has conducted a cloud 
seeding program on the 
Utah side of the Bear River 
watershed since the mid-
1980s. That program utilizes 
manually operated ground-
based generators, which are 
operated by ranchers and 
other landowners when 
storm conditions are right.

“They’re individuals who 
have a lot at stake, so they’re 
pretty eager to participate in 
the program,” Cammans said.

Cold storage facility planned for Pocatello 
airport to include fry, dehy processing lines
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Pocatello Mayor Brian Blad, far left, digs next to Kenneth P. Brown Jr., CEO of 

Lionchase Holdings Inc., at the groundbreaking for Frigitek Industrial Parks’ 

massive cold storage facility, which is set to open at the Pocatello Regional 

Airport in the third quarter of next year.
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A manually operated ground-based generator, used for a cloud 

seeding program on the Utah side of the Bear River basin by Utah-

based North American Weather Consultants, emits silver iodide 

vapor.
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Kackley Springs spills into the Bear River near Grace, pic-

tured above. The Idaho Water Resource Board recently 

approved funding to start a cloud seeding program to 

benefit the Idaho side of the Bear River basin.
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Idaho to study locations to expand cloud seeding, approves Bear River pilot


