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J
ade Bondley is applying 
what she’s learned in zo-
ology, animal science, and 

nutrition classes at Technical 
Careers High School, where 
students are raising and breed-
ing rabbits.

Students at TCHS also raise 
and breed chickens and have 
built chicken coops for them. 
They’ve also 
built rabbit 
pens and track 
their progress 
on both with an 
online record 
book that is 
graded called 
the Agriculture 
Experience 
Tracker.

“We’ve learned how to take 
care of a rabbit, how much wa-
ter and feed to give it, and we’ve 
made rabbit cages and have 
organized everything around it 
and kept it clean. We make sure 
their teeth are clean and their 
nails are clipped, and we have a 
breeding program too,” she said. 
“We’re hoping to have some 
baby bunnies soon and we’ll try 
to sell some.”

She’s raising a rabbit she 
named Fawn. Fawn is the type 
of rabbit that is raised for meat. 
Bondley, 17, is the daughter 
of Jessica Loya-Trevizo of 
Idaho Falls. This is her first year 
taking animal science classes 
taught by Billie Jo Blackson. 
She’s taken about six classes so 
far including classes in animal 
science, zoology and animal 
nutrition.

Bondley is considering a 
wide variety of future careers.

“I’m just learning right now 
and have been thinking about 
becoming a veterinarian but 
that might change. I’m consid-
ering a career in cosmetology 
too,” she said.

Bondley joined the school’s 
FFA chapter at the beginning of 
the 2018-19 school year.

“FFA is pretty fun and you 
can learn a lot so much from it,” 
she said. “We have fun activities 
and it’s fun to be in a group 
whether we are working or 
playing.”

In her spare time, Bondley 
likes hanging out with friends 
and interact with her animals.

To be featured in Future Farmers, 
email freditor@postregister.com.
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caused by wolves in Idaho

Bondley

By STEVE STUEBNER

Life on the Range

EDITORS NOTE: This is the 
fourth installment in a five-part 
series on wolves and their affects 
on Western life. 

More than 20 years after 
wolves were reintroduced in 
Idaho, Idaho ranchers have 
been surprised to experience a 
host of issues related to wolves 
killing or stressing livestock 
that no one expected or had 
heard about before.

Direct predation of livestock 
was expected to occur, but no 
one knew, for instance, that 
range cattle spooked by wolves 
would attack herding dogs, an 
essential tool that’s been used 
for more than 100 years to 

herd livestock.
“What now happens is you 

send your dog into a meadow, 
after cows have been tormented 
daily by wolves, the cattle will 
come at your dog, run at your 
dog, and try to kill your dog,” 
says Robin Brown, owner of 
Broken Circle Border Collies in 
Indian Valley.

Robin Brown is a professional 
dog trainer. She has seen first-
hand how wolves can change 
the dynamic between herding 
dogs and cattle. Ranchers 
pay good money for trained 
herding dogs – often more than 
$5,000 per dog.

Once cattle have been 
spooked by wolves repeatedly, 
ranchers can’t use their dogs to 
herd cattle, she says. 
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TOP: Greg Jones, a trapper for USDA APHIS Wildlife Services, skins out a 

mother cow at the Davis Ranch in Cascade. There were no outward signs 

of trauma, but after skinning the animal, Jones confirmed multiple 

wounds under the skin caused by at least 1 wolf, if not 2 working together.  

ABOVE: Elk hanging out in private land meadows is a more frequently 

occurring phenomenon on Idaho ranches in wolf country. They 

apparently see the meadows as a safe zone.

WOLV E S I N T H E W E ST

By JOHN O’CONNELL

joconnell@journalnet.com

NEWDALE, Idaho 
— An Idaho farmer 
who serves as president 
of the National Barley 
Growers Association is 
lobbying for U.S. barley 
growers to be com-
pensated for indirect 
losses caused by a trade 
dispute with China.

On behalf of Amer-
ica’s barley produc-
ers, Newdale farmer 
Dwight Little signed a 
May 15 group letter to 
U.S. Agriculture Sec-
retary Sonny Perdue 
regarding “impacts of 
the ongoing tariff war 
between the U.S. and 
China on producers of 
our crops.”

Leaders of na-
tional organizations 

representing growers 
of dry beans, peas and 
lentils, sunflowers and 
canola also signed the 
letter. They urged the 
Trump Administration 
to consider that market 
dynamics have caused 
price erosions of crops 
that haven’t been 
directly targeted with 
Chinese tariffs.

Farmer seeks compensation for growers hurt by trade dispute

BY JOHN O’CONNELL

Barley is processed into malt at the Anheuser-Busch InBev malting plant in Idaho Falls.
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