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J
oining Mackay High School’s 
FFA chapter and taking ag 
classes has paid unexpected 

dividends for freshman Kooper 
Hainline.

Kooper, 15, 
a five-year 
veteran of the 
Custer County 
4-H program, 
was just hop-
ing to learn 
more about 
raising market 
pigs when he 
signed up.

“I wanted to see if they could 
teach me more about raising 
livestock,” Kooper said.

Along the way, he learned 
how to raise better livestock and 
how to raise sturgeon, tilapia, 
rainbow trout and golden trout 
in the school’s fish lab.

“There’s a lot of hands-on 
projects I am interested in, like 
the fish lab where we learn to 
feed and raise fish,” he said. 
“We’ve learned about the recal-
culating system and how stur-
geon and rainbow trout often 
live in the same environment. I 
really like sturgeon.”

Students have raised and 
repopulated Lower Cedar Creek 
with the golden trout they’ve 
raised.

“I think that it’s really cool 
because we’re not just doing this 
because it’s good for students 
but because it’s good for the 
environment and the future of 
the ecosystem, too,” he said.

And, Kooper applied what 
he’s learned in class to raising 
better 4-H pigs. He raises Blue 
Butt pigs which are usually a 
cross between a Hampshire and 
Yorkshire or a Hampshire and a 
Chester White.

“I’ve learned that a taller 
and lengthier-built hog usually 
finishes less fat and meatier,” 
Kooper said.

Kooper, whose parents are 
Andrew and Angie Hainline, 
is looking forward to the next 
school year.

“I want to take horticulture 
classes and continue growing 
as an FFA member,” he said. 
“FFA has helped me overcome 
by my shyness through public 
speaking.”

To be featured in Future Farmers, 
email freditor@postregister.com.
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A
BERDEEN, Idaho — A local 
potato farmer believes he can 
cut back on his use of fumiga-

tion by raising two specific com-
mercial crops — oriental mustard 
and a promising new spud variety 
called Clearwater Russet.

Ritchey Toevs is one of 17 Idaho 
growers raising oriental mustard for 
American Falls-based Mountain States 
Oilseeds. The same chemicals that 
make mustard spicy, glucosinolate and 
isothiocyanate, also serve as a natural 
fumigant, controlling harmful nema-
todes in his soil.

Toevs has also found he doesn’t need 
to fumigate potato fields prior to planting 
Clearwater, which was initially crossed in 
Aberdeen and has moderate resistance to 
verticillium wilt, which is spread by the 
root-lesion nematode.

Clearwater acreage has been on the rise 
during the past few years, since McDon-
ald’s added it to its short list of approved 
varieties for making its fries.

Toevs estimates it costs him $200 per 
acre to apply a metam sodium-based 
fumigant prior to raising potatoes. He’s in 
second season of raising oriental mustard, 
having planted 100 acres in both 2018 
and this season.

In the spuds he planted following last 
year’s mustard crop, Toevs fumigated all 
but a 30-foot-wide strip extending the 
length of the field. He’ll compare yields 
and quality in the untreated strip against 
the rest of the field to gauge the efficacy 
of oriental mustard as a natural fumigant.

Toevs is paid a quarter per pound of 
mustard seed.

“(Oriental mustard) looks like a good 
crop,” Toevs said. “It’s not as profitable as 
wheat, but if we can get a benefit in soil 
health — if we do not need a fumigant 
the next year — it would be competitive 
with small grains.”

He takes it as a good sign that he can’t 
tell any difference between his test strip 
and the rest of the field at a glance, but 
he’ll have more definitive data after har-
vest. Toevs has also found that mustard 

does a good job of suppressing weeds.
Bill Meadows, owner and founder of 

Mountain States Oilseeds, said his market 
for oriental mustard has been increasing 
every year. His buyers Asia have made 
three trips to American Falls, and Mead-
ows said they find his growers produce 
world-class quality.

His growers raise three varieties of 

mustard: oriental, which has the highest 
concentration of glucosinolate of his table 
varieties; brown, which has a moderate 
concentration; and yellow, which has the 
lowest concentration.

“I think we’re doing some really fantas-
tic things with mustard,” Meadows said.
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Associated Press

CHEYENNE, Wyo. (AP) 
— A U.S. Forest Service plan 
released Friday would reduce 
designated sage grouse habitat 
in Wyoming and Nevada while 
easing grazing rules intended 
to protect the ground-dwelling 
birds in five Western states.

The plan would target 300 
square miles (800 square 
kilometers) now set aside for 
sage grouse in Wyoming and 
Nevada. Nearly all of the reduc-
tion would come in Wyoming, 
the state with the West’s largest 
share of sage grouse in its wide, 
sagebrush-covered basins.

Supporters say the move 
would more closely align state 
and federal habitat designa-
tions.

Environmentalists, however, 
see it as the latest move by the 
Trump administration to ease 
obstacles for ranchers and en-

ergy developers in sage grouse 
habitat regions.

A plan released in March 
would make oil, gas and other 

development easier on 13,000 
square miles (34,000 square kilo-
meters) of sage grouse habitat on 
lands controlled by the U.S. Bu-
reau of Land Management. The 
change would allow more waivers 
for drilling in those areas.

More than 8,000 square miles 
(21,000 square kilometers) of 
national forest land has been 
set aside as protected habitat 
for the birds on Forest Service 
lands in Colorado, Idaho, Neva-
da, Utah and Wyoming.

Other proposed Forest Ser-
vice changes disclosed Friday 
include easing grass-height 
guidelines throughout that 
habitat, making them apply 
only when sage grouse conser-
vation isn’t working in areas 
being grazed by cattle and other 
livestock.
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Forest Service wants to trim habitat for sage grouse
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In this April 20, 2013 file photo, male greater sage grouse perform mating 

rituals for a female grouse, not pictured, on a lake outside Walden, Colo. 
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Aberdeen farmer Ritchey Toevs stands in front of a mustard crop at the University of Idaho’s 

Aberdeen Research & Extension Center. Toevs is raising oriental mustard and evaluating it as a 

potential natural fumigant.

Aberdeen grower experiments with  
commercial crops as natural fumigants
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