
By METRO

Vendors may be in 
the background during 
a wedding, but the roles 
they play are vital to 
making ceremonies and 
receptions memorable 
for couples and their 
guests. It’s customary to 
tip wedding vendors who 
provide great service. 
The wedding experts 
at The Knot note that 
the following guidelines 
can help couples deter-
mine how much to tip 
the unsung heroes who 
make their weddings so 
memorable.

· Photographer/vid-
eographer: Photographers 
and videographers are 
unique among wedding 
vendors because their 
work will be looked at 
for decades to come. The 
Knot notes that it’s not 
necessary to tip wed-
ding photographers and 
videographers who own 
their own studios. Their 
fees are all the compensa-
tion they need. However, 
many photographers and 
videographers do not own 
their own studios, and the 
efforts of such profession-
als are worthy of a little 
something extra at the 

end of the 

night. The Knot notes 
that a tip between $50 and 
$200 is standard for these 
professionals, and that tip 
can be given at the end of 
the reception.

· Reception staff: The 
reception staff works as 
hard as anyone during 
the wedding, and those 
efforts merit a good tip. 
Many reception venues 
include gratuities in their 
food and drink fees, and 
couples can check to see if 
they have already tipped 
staff and if they think the 
mandatory gratuity is 
sufficient. A tip between 
15 and 20 percent of the 
food and drink fee is 
standard. Maître d’ fees 
also may be built into the 
wedding contract. If not, 
a tip between $200 and 
$300 is standard and can 
be delivered at the end of 
the night.

· Band/DJ: Music 
features prominently at 
many wedding recep-
tions. Bands and/or DJs 
can set the tone for a fun 
night couples and their 
guests will remember for 
years to come. Tipping 
musicians is optional, 
but it’s the norm to do so 
when they provide excep-
tional service. Couples 
who have a band playing 
can tip between $25 and 
$35 per musician, while 
DJs generally receive a tip 
between $50 and $150.
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Hiring a photographer, 
and even a videographer, 
will be one of the biggest 
decisions you make when 
it comes to planning your 
wedding. These are imag-
es you’ll want to look back 
on and share with friends 
and family for years to 
come. So when you’re 
seeking out the perfect 
match to capture your 
wedding day, what should 
you be looking for?

Budget: Obviously, 
you’re going to want to 
take into account what 
your budget looks like. 
Professional wedding 
photographers can range 
in cost from $1,200 to 
$10,000 or more, de-
pending on hours of cov-
erage, experience, what’s 
included in the package 
you choose, how and 
when delivery is done 
and more. Although the 

photography and vide-
ography don’t need to be 
the most expensive part 
of your big day, be sure 
not to skimp and regret 
the final product.

Editing Style: Photog-
raphers have most likely 
spent years cultivat-
ing their editing style, 
whether it’s true-to-color 
or warm, vintage or 
retro, each photographer 
will have a specialty. If 
your home is decorat-
ed largely with bright 
tones and natural colors, 
you’ll want to look for a 
photographer that edits 

in a bright and airy or 
true-to-color style. If you 
lean more towards deep 
colors and a warmer 
aesthetic, maybe look 
for someone that edits 
with a lot of warmth. Be 
sure to look at their work 
and ask yourself, “Is this 
something I would put in 
my home?”

Portfolio: As you 
begin contacting possible 
vendors for photography 
and videography, be sure 
to ask to see examples of 
their previous work. This 
will give you an idea of 
what you can expect your 

final images to look like 
in terms of editing and 
quality.

Contract: A contract 
is a necessity when hiring 
any vendor. Not only does 
a contract allow to know 
what you’ll be receiving 
and hold your vendor 
accountable, it should 
protect both parties in 
the case of any misun-
derstandings — both the 
photographer and the cli-
ent know what to expect 
and what their obligations 
are, whether it’s hours of 
coverage or if you need to 
provide a shotlist to the 
photographer.

Overall, be thorough 
when hiring any vendor 
for your big day. Having 
an idea of the vision you 
have for your wedding 
and what expectations 
you have to be fulfilled 
will help in the search. If 
all goes well, your pho-
tographer could become 
someone you end up in-
cluding in other events or 
hiring for photo sessions 
later on in life.

What to look for when hiring a photographer

SAMANTHA VANDERWALKER

By LISA SMITH
lsmith@uvsj.com

Engaged couples, 
who are members of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, may en-
joy the best of both worlds 
when it comes to getting 
married.

In May 2019, Church 
Prophet Russell M. Nelson 
announced the church 
would allow couples to 
first be married in a civil 
ceremony and then be 
“sealed for all time and 
eternity” in the temple 
shortly afterward. Pre-
viously, couples married 
outside the temple were 
required to wait at least a 
year before having their 
marriage solemnized in 
the temple.

The 2019 policy change 
means that couples’ family 

members, who weren’t 
members of the church 
or were unable to attend a 
temple sealing, would get 
to witness their children 
getting married. It also 
meant that newly minted 
spouses could have their 
marriages solemnized in 
the temple immediately 
after the civil ceremony.

Under the previous 
requirements, those who 
didn’t get married in the 
temple initially often 
suffered some discomfort 
while interacting with 
other church members.

“There was a stigma 
around it,” said Rex-
burg’s Sara Carter, who 
married in a civil wed-

ding in May 2020.
Often family members 

excluded from temple 
weddings came away 
feeling horribly snubbed, 
reported some on Face-
book when asked about 
the original policy.

The change in policy 
makes the church consis-
tent with what has been 
the norm for it in other 
countries for years.

“Where possible, lead-
ers should encourage cou-
ples to be both married 
and sealed in the temple,” 
said the First Presidency 
in the 2019 press re-
lease. “Where a licensed 
marriage is not permitted 
in the temple, or when a 
temple marriage would 
cause parents or immedi-
ate family members to feel 
excluded, a civil ceremony 
followed by a temple seal-
ing is authorized.”

Latter-day Saint couples may marry civilly 
first, followed by Temple ceremony 
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Latter-day Saint couples may have both a civil and temple 

wedding ceremony thanks to changes the church made in 

2019. Such makes the church’s policy regarding temple mar-

riages consistent with those in Europe where a civil cere-

mony is required prior to a church one.
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