
By STEVE STUEBNER
Idaho Rangeland Resources Commission

BOISE — The Gem County 
Sheriff ’s Office has issued a fel-
ony warrant alleging grand theft 
charges against a Ridgefield, Wash-
ington, man in connection with an 
incident in which three livestock 
guardian puppies were picked up 
by a person driving by the Sou-
len sheep ranch in Letha, west of 
Emmett, took the dogs to Clark 
County, Washington, and refused 
to return them.

The Gem County Sheriff ’s Office 
confirmed that a felony warrant 
had been issued on grand theft 
charges against the Washington 
man, Christopher Lee Nix.

Idaho sheep rancher Harry Sou-
len, the owner of the young sheep 
guard dogs, said on Dec. 16, the 
dogs were out with about 50 head 
of domestic sheep on their ranch 
next to Hanna Road. The dogs were 
left with the sheep on purpose for 
them to bond with the sheep and 
guard them from predators. The 

suspect allegedly stopped along the 
road, put the dogs into his truck, 

and drove to Washington.
A neighbor of Soulen’s talked 

to the man and got his business 
card. Soulen said he called Nix and 
spoke to him on the phone, and 
requested that he return the guard 
dogs immediately.

Livestock guardian dogs are used 
by western range sheep operations 
as a non-lethal, best management 
practice to ward off predators such 
as coyotes, black bears, wolves and 
mountain lions when the sheep are 
grazing on private, state or federal 
lands.

There’s been a growing trend 
recently in Idaho of people picking 
up livestock guardian dogs on the 
range and in the forest, thinking 
they are lost or have been aban-
doned. Then they transported the 
dogs to an animal shelter or took 
them home. The Idaho Rangeland 
Resources Commission issued a 
press release in August 2020 about 
this problem. Idaho sheep ranch-
ers, Bureau of Land Management 
and U.S.
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The Idaho Water Re-
source Board will study 
three options for creating 
a large-scale managed 
aquifer recharge site in the 
Upper Snake River Valley.

Idaho has conducted 
an intensive managed 
recharge program for 
about five years, diverting 
Snake River surface water 
into strategically located 
unlined canals or adjacent 
spill basins to allow water 
to seep into the aquifer.

The state’s program has 
set a goal of averaging 
250,000 acre-feet of annual 
recharge, seeking to re-
verse decades of declining 
groundwater levels. The 
aquifer has declined by 
an estimated 13 million 
acre-feet since the early 
1950s due to the combi-
nation of drought, new 
wells and conversions to 
efficient sprinkler irriga-
tion systems, which leave 
little excess volume to filter 
into the groundwater.

Wes Hipke, the water 
board’s recharge program 
manager, explained the 

state hopes to have the re-
charge site report finished 
by Nov. 1, providing firmer 
cost estimates and evaluat-
ing potential fatal flaws of 
the three possible sites.

Two of the proposals 
would entail building pipe-
lines and pumping water 
to a spill basin — adding 
power bills to the cost of 
recharging water. One pipe-
line would pass beneath 
Interstate 15 and transport 
water to a spill basin within 
the lava flows of Hell’s Half 
Acre, located between 
Blackfoot and Idaho Falls.

The most elaborate plan 

calls for pumping water 
in a pipeline from the Rob-
erts area to a spill basin 
near Mud Lake. Hipke said 
the Mud Lake site would 
have the capacity to handle 
up to 500 cubic feet per 
second of recharge water. 
He said the state would 
also have the opportunity 
to increase the pipeline’s 
capacity and deliver a 
greater volume of surface 
water, which Mud Lake 
area irrigators could use to 
supplement their ground-
water.

By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

POCATELLO — The minimum 
wage that Idaho farmers, ranchers 
and other agricultural employers 
must pay foreign guest workers 
in 2021 will increase 93 cents per 
hour over the 2020 rate.

That means Idaho ag employers 
who use foreign guest workers un-
der the federal H-2A visa program 
this year will need to pay them 
a minimum of $14.55 per hour, 
which is a 7 percent increase over 
last year’s rate of $13.62 per hour.

Nationwide, the 2021 rate is 
$14.62, which is an increase of 63 
cents per hour or 4.5 percent.

The rates became official Feb. 
23.

The federal H-2A agricultural 
guest worker program allows 
farmers, ranchers and other ag 
operations that can’t find enough 
domestic workers to bring in for-
eign guest workers to fill jobs on a 
temporary or seasonal basis.

Besides paying for their housing 
and transportation to and from 
the United States, farm operations 
that use H-2A workers must pay 
them a minimum wage mandated 
by the federal government.

That wage, which varies by state, 
is determined annually by the U.S. 
Department of Labor based on 
USDA farm labor wage surveys of 
non-supervisory farm and ranch 
workers in a particular area.

The rate is known as the adverse 
effect wage rate or AEWR.

This year’s increase in the 
AEWR comes on top of several 
similar increases in recent years 
and Idaho’s AEWR rate has in-
creased by 25 percent since 2016.

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor, ag employers in 
Idaho submitted 1,200 applica-
tions seeking a total of 5,600 H-2A 
workers in 2020.

Idaho to study sites for large Upper Snake recharge site

COURTESY OF IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Water is recharged within the Fremont-Madison Irrigation 
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Felony warrant issued for theft of 
guard dogs from Emmett ranch

COURTESY OF SOULEN RANCH

Soulen ranch in Emmett had this guard 

pup stolen

COURTESY OF SOULEN RANCH

This guard dog pup was among the 

dogs stolen from Soulen Ranch in 

Emmett.
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