
By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Recently released federal 
data lays waste to the myth 
that a large percentage of 
farms and ranches in the 
United States are “factory 
farms.”

According to report re-
leased Jan. 22 by USDA’s Na-
tional Agricultural Statistics 
Service, 96 percent of the two 
million farms in the U.S. are 
family owned and operated. 
Ninety-six percent of the 
25,000 farms in Idaho are also 
family owned.

That data was gathered 
from the 2017 Census of 
Agriculture.

The report shows what 
farmers and ranchers already 
know but much of the general 
populace does not, said Idaho 
Farm Bureau Federation 
President Bryan Searle, who 
farms in Shelley in southeast 
Idaho.

“Family-owned farms 
account for the vast majority 
of agricultural production 
in this nation and in Idaho,” 
he said. “For consumers, 
that means most of the food 
products they buy were 
produced by families just 
like theirs.”

According to the NASS 
report, family farms make up 
96 percent of all U.S. farms 
and account for 87 percent 
of the land in farms and 82 
percent of the value of all 
agricultural products sold.

Kelley Call, who farms with 
her husband, Evan, and their 
family near American Falls, 
said a lot of people mistak-
enly think all farms are big 
corporate operations.

“I wish they knew that 
it is really families behind 

these farms and they are 
family-run,” she said. “If they 
knew that, I believe they 
would be more willing to 
support us because it really is 
our family bringing food to 
their table.”

The Calls, along with their 
children and grandchildren, 
farm in the Coldwater area 
west of American Falls along 
with two of Evan’s brothers 
and their families.

It’s a true family affair.
“We farm potatoes, sugar 

beets, wheat and children, but 
not in that order; the children 
come first,” Evan Call said. 
“It’s a very family-oriented 
operation. When it comes 
time for planting or harvest-
ing, we’re all involved. We all 
climb in different trucks and 
tractors, all the wives and 
kids. We’re all involved in it.”

Evan Call said there have 

been a couple of times over 
the years when the family 
didn’t know whether the farm 
would survive but they stuck 
with it and he wouldn’t trade 
his career for anything.

“There is just something 
about going and working in 
the dirt with your son or your 
brother,” he said. “I get to be 
with my best friend – my wife 
– and with my sons

while I work. I get to run 
my hands through the dirt 
and I get to share that with 
my family and grandchil-
dren.”

Kelley Call drives the oldest 
truck on the farm, despite 
being offered a newer one, 
because it’s the only one with 
a large sleeper bed that allows 
her to have all her grandchil-
dren with her. “What other 
job could I go to and have all 
my grandchildren with me?” 
she said

That family-oriented out-
look on farming is not unique 
to the Calls.

“All over the country, 
families work side by side 
every day to produce one of 
the most abundant, afford-
able and safe food supplies in 
history,” Searle said. “It’s hard 
work and oftentimes finan-
cially risky but the farmers 
and ranchers I know wouldn’t 
trade it for anything. What 
better job could you imagine 
having than being able to 
work together with your fam-
ily, every day of the year?”

“Genesee” Joe Anderson, 
who farms with his family 
in North Idaho, said most 
people in rural areas probably 
know that the vast majority 
of farms are family owned 
and operated, but he doubts 
many people in urban areas 
understand that.
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By MATTHEW BROWN 

Associated Press

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) 
— A federal judge on 
Friday sided with conser-
vation groups who said al-
lowing domestic sheep to 
graze in a mountain range 
along the Idaho-Montana 
border as part of a govern-
ment agriculture program 
could harm grizzly bears 
and other wildlife.

Chief U.S. Magistrate 
Judge Ronald Bush or-
dered officials not to graze 

sheep in the disputed area 
of the Centennial Moun-
tains pending further 
government review of the 
effects on grizzlies and big-
horn sheep, a wild species 
that suffers periodic die-
offs after catching viruses 
from domestic sheep.

Bush chided officials 
for using “misleading 
statements” to downplay 
the risks of grazing to 
threatened bear popula-
tions.

The Western Water-
sheds Project and two 
other groups filed a 

lawsuit in February 2019 
challenging a decision 
to allow sheep owned by 
the University of Idaho to 
graze in the Centennial 
range.

Justice Department 
attorneys had argued 
that officials correctly 
followed environmental 
laws in authorizing sheep 
grazing at the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s 
Sheep Experiment Sta-
tion. The station conducts 
research on lands ranging 
from about 5,000 feet 
(1,524 meters) to nearly 

10,000 feet (3,000 meters) 
in elevation.

Grazing was suspended 
in 2013 following previ-
ous lawsuits by environ-
mental groups contending 
the areas contain key 
wildlife habitat that is a 
corridor for grizzly bears 
between Yellowstone 
National Park and central 
Idaho. Conservation 
groups contend grizzly 
bears have been killed 
because of sheep station 
activities.

By RYAN SUPPE 
and RACHEL SPACEK

The Idaho Press

BOISE — Gov. Brad Little on 
Friday signed a bill to legalize 
industrial hemp, ending Idaho’s 
distinction as the last state to 
legalize the non-intoxicating crop 
for cultivation by farmers. The 
bill also allows for transportation 
and processing of the plant.

The bill, HB 126, amends 
Idaho’s list of controlled sub-
stances to differentiate between 
hemp and marijuana. Hemp has 
no more than 0.3% THC, the 
psychoactive ingredient in mari-
juana.

The leg-
islation au-
thorizes the 
production, 
research, 
processing 
and trans-
portation 
of indus-
trial hemp 
by those 
licensed 
in Idaho, 
and allows 
the legal 
possession 
and trans-
portation of the product, while 
removing hemp from Idaho’s list 
of Schedule I drugs, for those 
purposes.

“Gov. Little signed the bill as 
he was convinced the bill does 
not compromise the state’s ability 
to enforce our drug laws and it 
allows farmers in Idaho to grow 
a commodity permitted under 
federal law,” Little’s press secretary 
Marissa Morrison Hyer said in an 
email Monday.

The bill does not legalize hemp 
products sold to consumers, in-
cluding CBD oil, that contain any 
amount of THC.

The Idaho Farm Bureau pro-
posed the bill. It passed the House 
44-26 in March and the Senate 
30-5 earlier this month.

“House Bill 126 is a farming, 
processing, trucking and research 
bill,” said Idaho Farm Bureau 
lobbyist Braden Jensen during a 
March hearing. “House Bill 126 
is not a CBD, THC or medical 
marijuana bill.”

The bill includes an emergency 
clause making it effective imme-
diately upon signing, but Idaho 
Farm Bureau representatives said 
the process of setting up the new 
regulation system for industrial 
hemp would take long enough that 
the first hemp growing season in 
Idaho likely wouldn’t start until 
2022.
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Calvin Call and his son, Clay, exit a tractor April 7 on the Call family 

farm west of American Falls.
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