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Farmers in Southeast 
Idaho prepare for fall 
harvest every year. Most 
years, Southeast Idaho has 
a fairly cool and rainy end 
of summer, but the past 
two summers have not 
been as forgiving on farm-
ers. There has been a lot 
of discussion surrounding 
the high temperatures and 
water usage in the area 
and how that will affect 
farmers 2021 harvest.

Jefferson County Ex-
tension Director Joseph 
Sagers said that Idaho 
has been relatively shel-
tered this year from the 
drought. Eastern Idaho 
hasn’t really seen what the 
drought has been like for 
other parts of the state.

“We’ve had a taste of 
the heat, but outside of 
Eastern Idaho, it’s been a 
different story,” said Sag-
ers. “However, if we don’t 
get the snowpack that 
we need this winter, then 
next year will be worse.”

Sagers said he is very 
optimistic that Southeast 
Idaho will have plenty of 
snow this winter. If we 
don’t, then we will start 
to feel the lack of water 
and extreme heat. The 
snowpack will melt and 
provide the water and 
moisture that is needed 
for next year’s crops.

Sagers said, as for 
grains, the southeast 
portion of Idaho has been 
doing well.

“I don’t think there’s 
been any major prob-
lems,” said Sagers. “There 
have been a few people 
who had some diseases 
from the late rains we 
weren’t expecting, but re-
ally, everything has been 
pretty good.”

Sagers believes the only 
people who will get hit the 
hardest are the farmers 
who had a lot of grains 
and only had half of their 
crop harvested before it 
rained in August.

Sagers went on to 
discuss how potatoes are 
doing this season, and 
said he hasn’t seen any 
major issues come up 
with potatoes; it appears 
as though everything is 
on schedule for the time 
being.

“You may see some 
disease here and there, 
but potatoes are a high 

value crop,” said Sagers. 
“If the state has the extra 
water, they will give it to 
the potatoes.”

According to Sagers, 

potatoes take a lot of cost, 
but they also bring in a 
high cash receipt. Sagers 
said he doesn’t believe 
there will be anything out 

of the ordinary.
Kasia Duellman, who 

is an assistant professor 
and Extension Seed Potato 
Specialist at the University 

of Idaho in Idaho Falls, 
said earlier, in June, in ar-
eas that were experiencing 
high daytime temperatures 
they weren’t getting cooler 

night time temperatures 
like they were used to, 
those areas are having 
lower tuber sets (where 
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Farmers feel the impact of hot, dry summers


