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By MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — 
President Joe Biden’s nominee 
to oversee vast expanses of 
public land in the U.S. West was 
criticized Tuesday by Republi-
cans over her past involvement 
in partisan politics as a longtime 
Democratic aide and environ-
mentalist.

Tracy Stone-Manning, who 
worked as chief of staff to former 
Montana Gov. Steve Bullock, 
has been nominated to serve as 
director of the U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management. The agency 
has jurisdiction over 245 million 

acres (100 million hectares) of 
federally owned swaths of land in 
Western states, managing them 
for uses ranging 
from fossil fuel 
extraction and 
grazing to recre-
ation.

Senate con-
firmation for 
Stone-Manning 
would mark a 
stark change for 
an agency that 
catered to oil and 
gas interests under former Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

She would take the helm after 
the bureau suffered turmoil in 
recent years when it lost nearly 

300 employees to retirement or 
resignation after its headquarters 
was relocated from Washington, 
D.C., to Grand Junction, Colora-
do, under Trump.

During a hearing Tuesday of 
the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee, Republi-
cans lambasted Stone-Manning 
over her role as treasurer and 
board member of the Montana 
Conservation Voters group, 
which ran ads against Montana 
Republican Sen. Steve Daines 
during the last election cycle. The 
Republicans also raised concerns 
she would impede energy devel-
opment.

“You’ve been incredibly parti-
san in your past,” said Republican 

Sen. Bill Cassidy of Louisiana. “It 
seems like from your heart, you 
really don’t care for Republicans.”

Stone-Manning, who is from 
Missoula, said her now-deceased 
Republican parents would be 
“rolling in their graves” over the 
allegation of partisanship. She 
indicated she wanted to move on 
from the 2020 election in which 
Daines beat back a challenge 
from Bullock, and added that 
working in a collaborative man-
ner was the only way to make 
progress in the West’s conten-
tious public lands debates.

“Elections can be tough. I was 
supporting my former boss, Gov. 
Bullock. But the election is over, 
and I will honor the outcome of 

that election,” she said.
Democratic Sen. John Hick-

enlooper asked Stone-Manning 
about the headquarters reloca-
tion, which he said was “done in 
haste” and let down employees of 
the land bureau and Grand Junc-
tion residents who had hoped 
the change would spur the city’s 
economy.

Stone-Manning said the Interi-
or Department was reviewing the 
issue but gave no further details.

After leaving Bullock’s staff in 
2017, Stone-Manning led the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation’s efforts 
to preserve public lands in the 
West for wildlife, hiking, hunting 
and other nonindustrial uses.

By HANNAH WELZBACKER
Twin Falls Times-News

MURTAUGH — In April, 
Rocky Matthews started finding 
dead lambs on his farm near Mur-
taugh Lake. At first, Matthews 
thought someone had killed the 
animals with a pellet gun.

The animals all had puncture 
wounds the circumference of a 
No. 2 pencil.

It wasn’t until he saw an eagle 
attack his flock that he realized 
the true culprit.

A large eagle nest has existed 
on his property for more than 20 
years, but the birds have never 
affected his farming operations. 
Currently, the nest is home to two 
adults and at least two babies.

“They’ve never crossed paths 
till this year,” he said.

Since the first death, Matthews 
has lost an estimated $7,500 in 
revenue from 54 dead lambs.

“The damage under the hide is 
a hundredfold from what you see 
on the exterior,” Matthews said.

In one day, Matthews lost seven 
lambs.

“I truly think he was just hon-
ing his skills because you don’t kill 
seven of them out of need, ” he 
said of the eagle.

Idaho Department of Fish and 
Game regional wildlife biologist 
Lyn Snoddy said eagles strike 
from above and use their talons to 
grab the animals. In this process, 
they can sever internal arteries 
and wait for the animal to bleed 
out.

Eagles’ primary food is fish, 
Snoddy said, but they have been 
known to prey on smaller mam-
mals.

Matthews says he thinks the wa-
ter in Murtaugh Lake took longer 
to warm up this spring, meaning 
fewer carp in the lake were avail-
able to the eagles. This could have 
forced the birds to find alternative 
food sources.

The situation is unusual be-
cause the nest is located just above 
a pasture. Eagle-related livestock 
deaths don’t happen in large 
enough numbers to cause alarm, 
Snoddy said.

Eagles are protected by mul-
tiple federal laws, including the 
Bald and Golden Eagle Protec-
tion Act and the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act. Penalties for killing a 
bald eagle can reach a maximum 
$100,000 fine and one year in 
prison for a first offense by an in-
dividual. The penalty increases for 
organizations and second offenses 
become a felony.

Fish and Game directed Mat-
thews to Idaho Wildlife Services, 
a program under the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service. 
The program works to resolve 
wildlife conflicts between peo-
ple and wildlife, according to its 
website.
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Frequency concerning as Idaho enters potentially bad fire season

UNATTENDED CAMPFIRES

By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

A
t the beginning of an Idaho fire season 
that’s starting about a month early and 
appears poised to be severe, federal fire 

officials anticipate major problems with wildfires 
caused by unattended campfires.

Sarah Wheeler, a spokes-
person for the U.S. Forest 
Service and the Eastern 
Idaho Interagency Fire 
Center, explained that the 
nation’s national forests and 
public lands have experi-
enced a dramatic increase 
in use since the start of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Many of those users are new 
to the outdoors and lack fire 
awareness, she said.

“We saw a lot of unat-
tended campfires last year. 
We were fortunate that they 
didn’t get out of control,” 
Wheeler said.

Fire crews responded to 
150 fires in Southeast Idaho 

during 2020, which is a 
larger than average num-
ber of starts, though they 
burned fewer acres than 
normal. Wheeler said 86 
percent of those starts were 
human caused.

“Our abandoned camp-
fires were ridiculous,” 
Wheeler said. “There was 
one weekend where we 
responded to seven, but we 
were able to get on them 
and get them out while they 
were small.”

An abandoned campfire 
was responsible for spark-
ing the Taber Fire on June 
1, officials said. The fire, 
which started about a mile 
northwest of the city of 

Taber in Bingham County, 
burned 338 acres before 
it was contained later that 
night, officials said. Four 
engines, a bulldozer and a 
20-person hand crew were 
sent to fight it.

“Having a fire grow to 
over 300 acres the first of 
June is not normal for this 
area,” Joel Gosswiller, Idaho 
Falls District fire man-
agement officer, said in a 
press release. “Current fire 
predictions, and what we 
are seeing on the ground, 
suggest this area might be 
busier than normal due to 
the anticipated hot and dry 
summer.”
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Firefighters work to contain the Taber Fire.


