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VALLEY
EQUIPMENT &

IRRIGATION

SERVICE

THAT LASTS.

Just as our irrigation equipment spans a
lifetime, so does our service. Our dealers
and technicians don’t disappear once
the ink on the sales receipt is dry. When
you need parts or assistance, our service
will pull you through.

We’re experienced and ready
to get it done.

valleyirrigation.com

D
allee Hogge lives in 
Bonneville County, is 
active in 4-H in Mad-

ison and Jefferson counties 
and is an FFA officer at Rigby 
High School.

Hogge’s parents, Jon and 
Ashlee Hogge, of Ucon, lead 
the County Line Crew 4-H 
Club she belongs too. Hogge 
shows sheep 
and goats 
in Madison 
County and 
horses in Jef-
ferson County.

She’s been 
in 4-H since 
she was 8 and 
shows horses 
in several 
classes including western 
equitation and reining – all 
on different horses.

“I switch horses almost ev-
ery year,” she said. “We rent a 
horse from our neighbor and 
horse trainer Garth Brinker-
hoff, which I like because I 
get a lot of good experience 
riding different horses.”

Hogge, 17, is the treasurer 
in FFA. She joined for the 
leadership training.

“My dad used to teach in 
the ag program so I’ve known 
ag teacher Mr. Hale since I 
was 6 or 7 and Mr. Hale’s said 
ever since I was little that I 
should move to Rigby and 
join FFA,” she said. “I’ve want-
ed the leadership experience 
and to be on some of the 
teams they have. I’ve been on 
the horse judging team, range 
and soils team, meats team 
and competed in welding 
competitions.”

She’ll ride an 8-year-old 
quarter horse in Western 
equitation and reining in the 
FFA fair this year and has 
learned valuable lessons from 
competing.

“If you win, you win, and if 
you lose, you learn,” she said.

Her career choice is to be 
an elementary school teacher 
and continue to be active in 
FFA.

Her other interests are 
working with a new colt, 
running, calligraphy and trail 
riding with her family.

To be featured in 4-H Stars, email 
Farm & Ranch Managing Editor Bill 
Bradshaw at freditor@postregister 
.com.
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B
LACKFOOT — They are icons of 
the American West — wild horses 
running free across the range.

Today, mustangs are shrouded in myth 
and political controversy, but for six 4-H 
members at the Eastern Idaho State Fair, 
they are simply horses they have come to 
love.

The equines and their teenage trainers 

are part of the 4-H/BLM Mustang Train-
ing Program. After choosing a yearling 
mustang, the teens have just 90 days to 
tame and ground-train their charges 
before competing in an In-Hand Trail 
Challenge and offering them for adoption 
at auction.

This year, one set of siblings and four 
other young women took on the task 
before the auction set for Saturday at the 
fair.

TAMING AN ICON
4-H’ers train wild horses for adoption at auction

Mustangs up for bid Saturday at the Eastern Idaho State Fair
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Mustang Bandit appears to resist a bit as Ashley Crumley leads him through the water obstacle Sunday during the In-Hand Trail Challenge 

of the 4-H / BLM Mustang Training Program at the West Events Arena at the Eastern Idaho State Fair in Blackfoot. Ashley and Bandit took 

second place in the challenge.
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BLACKFOOT — Growing 
mammoth produce takes a 
mammoth effort.

Starting with a tiny seed, 
eastern Idaho gardeners grew 
pumpkins that weighed in at al-
most 700 pounds. Their efforts 
were on display at the Eastern 
Idaho State Fair that concludes 
Saturday.

Cliff Warren’s 691½-pound 
pumpkin took first place. 
Brian Christensen was sec-
ond with a 625-pound beauty, 
followed by Brock Christensen 
who grew a 569-pound pump-
kin. Warren is from Pocatello 
while the Christensens are 
from Rexburg.

“Gardeners start with a spe-
cial mammoth pumpkin seed 
in January or February in a 
greenhouse,” said Kevin Turn-

er, assistant agriculture and 
horticulture superintendent at 
the fair. “Once the plants start 
producing, they pinch off all 
the other starts and then that 
one special pumpkin takes 
off.”

As the pumpkin grows, it’s 
pampered with plenty of water 
and fertilizer. It’s carefully rotat-
ed to keep the pumpkin’s shape 
nice and round.

Getting the pumpkins to the 
fair takes another mammoth 
effort.

“Come fair time, an electric 
saw comes in handy to cut the 
stem and a sling or tarp is need-
ed to load them into the back 
of a truck or onto a trailer for 
the trip to the fair,” Turner said. 
“Once they get here we use 
a sling and forklift to unload 
them. We let them settle down 
for a while and then we weigh 
them.”

Once the fair concludes, 

gardeners often harvest the 
seeds to grow next year’s crop 
and use the rest for compost or 
livestock feed.

This year, six giant pump-
kins ranging from orange to 
yellow and white loom large in 

a special display in the Agricul-
ture and Horticulture Building 
across the aisle from hundreds 
of other entries. Gardeners 
enter a variety of produce. 

Mammoth produce from a mammoth effort
Gardeners show their best at state fair
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Kevin Turner, of Shelley, assistant superintendent in the agriculture and 

horticulture department of the Eastern Idaho State Fair, discusses the 

mammoth pumpkins entered in the Eastern Idaho State Fair with fairgoer 

Debbie Griffin, of Idaho Falls.
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