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By PARIS ACHEN . For the Post Register

CORVALLIS, Ore. — Since the 1940s, the 
Idaho National Laboratory has played a 
central role in the country’s nuclear power 

industry.
A plan to build the nation’s first small modular 

reactor plant at the desert site west of Idaho Falls 
could put eastern Idaho on the map on a global 
scale, according to NuScale Power, the creators of 
the technology.

The plant, called the Carbon 
Free Power Project, will be the 
first of its kind in the nation .

The project is going through 
the federal permitting process 
now, and construction could 
start in the next few years. 

The power modules can 
be constructed off-site and 
shipped into a site, similar to 
a modular building used for 
offices and schoolhouses. The 
NuScale modules are consid-
ered safer than traditional nu-
clear reactors because they are 
self-contained and require no 
outside power to shut down 
and cool down during a loss of 

power to the station.
“It will become a world-

wide showcase,” said Jose 
Reyes, chief technical officer 
and co-founder at NuScale 
Power, in a March 5 interview 
with the Post Register at the 
company’s office in Corvallis. 
“I think you’ll get a lot of folks 
coming to Idaho to visit to 
understand how the technolo-
gy works.”

Last week, NuScale invited 
reporters from around the 
nation to tour the company’s 
facilities in Oregon.

Small modular reactor plant 
will be a ‘worldwide showcase’

Tour of NuScale’s Oregon facilities attracted international attention

PARIS ACHEN / FOR THE POST REGISTER

During a March 5 media tour of NuScale’s Corvallis, Ore., facilities, Ross Snuggerud, NuScale plant operations supervisor, shows reporters the 
company’s simulator for the control room that will be used for 12 small modular reactors at the desert site west of Idaho Falls.

NUSCALE POWER

A life-size mockup of part of a NuScale power module just outside 
of Corvallis, Ore.More NUSCALE  |  A3

By NATHAN BROWN
nbrown@postregister.com

BOISE — A bill to send out 
notices to drivers if their vehicle’s 
insurance lapses and suspend 
their registration if they don’t 
get insurance after being noti-
fied passed the Idaho House on 
Wednesday.

Sponsored by 
Rep. Rod Furniss, 
R-Rigby, the bill 
would take effect 
on Jan. 1, 2020, 
giving the Idaho 
Transportation 
Department 
time to set up the 
system. Insurance 
companies would report data to 
ITD, as they do already for the 
state’s online insurance verifica-
tion system, but now ITD would 
align it with its vehicle registration 
database. Owners of uninsured 
vehicles would get an initial notice 
after being uninsured for two 
months, giving them 30 days to 
get insurance. If the owner doesn’t 
comply, he or she would then get 
a final suspension notice. Some-
one whose registration is revoked 
would have to pay a $75 fee to 
re-register. 

Furniss, an insurance broker by 
profession, said the Idaho State 
Police write about 1,000 tickets 
a month for driving without 
insurance.

Furniss’ bill to 
crack down 
on uninsured 
drivers heads 
to Senate

Furniss

More BILL  |  A3

By RYAN SUPPE
rsuppe@postregister.com

The city of Idaho Falls and the 
Idaho Transportation Depart-
ment began filling potholes 
this week, shifting crews and 
resources away from snow 
removal to pothole repair.

Idaho Falls drivers have been 
bouncing in and out of potholes 
or swerving into other lanes to 
avoid them for months — prob-
ably wondering when, if ever, 
they’ll be fixed.

In a Feb. 27 interview with the 
Post Register, Idaho Falls city 
engineer Kent Fugal explained 
how potholes happen and why 
the deep cavities that litter Idaho 
Falls streets couldn’t be fixed 
until now.

City, ITD fixing 
area potholes
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