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Idaho barley farmers set 
a record for average yield 
per acre in 2020.

The average yield per 
acre for barley grown 
in Idaho was 110 bush-
els, according to USDA’s 
National Agricultural 
Statistics Service. That beat 
the previous state record 
of 107 bushels per acre set 
in 2016.

“In 2020, we had the per-
fect combination of good 
weather and growing con-
ditions to grow exceptional 
barley,” said Idaho Barley 
Commission Administra-
tor Laura Wilder.

Those favorable con-
ditions resulted in good 
quality as well, she added.

“Quality was excellent; 
we had very few problems 
around the state,” Wilder 
said. “The malt houses 
that received the barley 
were pleased, the growers 

were pleased and it was an 
exceptional year for Idaho 
barley.”

There are about 4,000 
barley farmers in Idaho 
and Idaho ranks No. 1 in 
the nation in total barley 
production. About 70 per-
cent of the barley produced 
here is malt barley, which 
is used in the beer-brewing 
process.

The rest is grown for hu-
man food or animal feed.

SEATTLE (AP) — Idaho Rep. 
Mike Simpson has proposed remov-
ing four hydroelectric dams in the 
Northwest as part of a sweeping new 
plan to address the decades-long 
problem of how to save salmon pop-
ulations without upending a system 
that provides power to millions of 
people.

The $33.5 
billion proposal 
from the Idaho 
Republican in 
the U.S. House of 
Representatives 
would breach four 
dams on the Low-
er Snake River by 
the end of the next decade, freeing 
up the waterway for long-ranging 
salmon that are also a key food 
source for orcas. The plan, which 
was unveiled late Saturday, would 
pay for finding ways to replace the 
dams’ key roles in energy, agricul-
ture and transportation.

The idea is unusual for a Republi-
can and marks the first time a sitting 
senior elected official has ever asked 
the region to consider breaching 
dams that are still functioning, the 
Seattle Times reported.

Key to Simpson’s plan would be 
asking for some $33 billion in a 
jobs and infrastructure stimulus 
package expected from the Biden 
administration this year. As Dem-
ocrats take power in the nation’s 
capital, the congressional delega-
tions from Democratic-leaning 
Northwest states such as Washing-
ton and Oregon will have greater 
clout.

Simpson has also gotten the in-
terest of some officials from groups 
such as power utilities, businesses 
and farmers. They’re worried if they 
don’t come to an agreement, they 
might see a plan handed down from 
a judge instead.
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Extremely favorable 
growing conditions resulted 
in Idaho wheat farmers 
setting a record for average 
yield per acre last year.

According to USDA’s 
National Agricultural Sta-
tistics Service, the average 
wheat yield in Idaho during 
2020 was 96.7 bushels per 
acre.

Teton farmer Dwight Lit-
tle said weather conditions 
were near ideal in his area 
for wheat and barley.

“We just had ideal grow-
ing and harvest conditions 
for grains this year,” he said.

Little said in his area, 

grain farmers usually have 
to stop for two or three 
days at least twice during 
harvest season for a rain 
or wind event. That didn’t 
happen in 2020.

“We never did have a rain 
or other weather event that 
stopped the combines,” he 
said. “I can’t remember a 
better harvest season.”

Last year’s record average 
yield of 96.7 bushels per 
acre was up significantly 
from the average yield of 
87.8 in 2019 and 5 percent 
more than the previous 
record of 91.9 bushels set 
in 2018.

“Genesee” Joe Anderson, 
who farms in North Idaho, 
said his winter wheat yields 
last year were about 20 

percent above normal.
“It was an amazing grow-

ing season,” he said. “It was 
the growing season without 
stress. It never got too hot 
and the rain came just like 
we had irrigation. It was a 
really low-stress year for 
the crop.”

Wheat is grown in 42 of 
Idaho’s 44 counties and ac-
cording to the 2017 Census 
of Agriculture, there are 
2,584 wheat farms in the 
state.

Wheat is Idaho’s No. 2 
crop in terms of total farm-
gate revenue and the state 
is known for producing a 
consistent supply of wheat 
almost every year due to 
the fact much of the wheat 
produced here is grown 

under irrigation.
Idaho wheat farmers 

brought in an estimated 
$525 million in farm-cash 
receipts last year.

Idaho farmers harvested 
1.16 million acres of wheat 
in 2020, up 3 percent from 
2019.

“But with those record 
yields, the total produc-
tion last year was up 14 
percent above 2019,” said 
Idaho Wheat Commission 
Executive Director Casey 
Chumrau.

Idaho’s total wheat pro-
duction in 2020 was 113 
million bushels, compared 
with 99 million bushels in 
2019.

Idaho farmers raise record-setting barley crop

Barley is harvested in a field near Soda Springs last year. Idaho barley 

farmers set a record for average yield per acre in 2020.

More BARLEY  |  5

Idaho set a record for 
average wheat yield in 2020
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Wheat is harvested in a field near Nampa in this Idaho Farm Bureau Federation 

file photo. The average wheat yield in Idaho was 96.7 bushels per acre in 2020, 

which was a record for the state’s wheat farmers.
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Simpson 
unveils plan 
to breach 
dams, save 
salmon
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INSIDE:
For reaction to 
Simpson's 
salmon 
recovery 
proposal, see 
Page 3.


