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By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

U.S. barley growers 
suddenly have access to a tan-
talizing new market: China, 
the world’s most populous 
country and also the largest 
producer and consumer of 
beer.

That is welcome news to 
many farmers in Idaho, which 
leads the nation in barley 
production. Idaho produced 
55 million bushels of barley 
last year, and about 75 percent 
of that barley was used to 
make malt for beer. The rest 

was used for food and animal 
feed.

As part of the “phase one” 
trade deal signed between 
China and the United States 
in January, China agreed to 
approve a phytosanitary pro-
tocol between the countries 
that would allow U.S. barley 
to be sold in that nation.

That means U.S. barley can 
now be exported to China.

As part of the phase one 
trade deal, China agreed to 
purchase massive amounts 
of U.S. agricultural products. 
Purchasing a significant 
amount of barley is one way 
to achieve that commitment, 

Idaho Barley Commissioner 
Wes Hubbard said during the 
IBC’s regular meeting June 
11.

“That would be one way for 
them to do that, to buy some 
malt barley from the U.S.,” 
said Hubbard, a North Idaho 
barley farmer. “Hopefully, 
we’re going to be able to capi-
talize on (this development).”

China has already made 
two recent purchases of 
U.S. barley and one of them 
involved some Idaho barley, 
said IBC Administrator Laura 
Wilder.

By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

The COVID-19 pandemic caused 
U.S. potato prices to drop by about 
21% from Jan. 15 through April 15, 
according to the industry’s surveys 
of potato growers and processors in 
major potato production areas.

The estimate was included in a 
June 22 letter to Secretary of Agri-
culture Sonny Perdue signed by 19 
U.S. potato growing organizations, 
requesting that potatoes be made 
eligible for the highest payment 
classification under the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program.

The Idaho Potato Commission, 
Idaho Grower Shippers Association 
and National Potato Council were 
among the signatories.

June 22 was the deadline for 
farmers, ranchers and commodity 
group leaders to request changes to 
the crucial relief program, which 
has made $16 billion available to 
help food producers withstand the 
economic hit of the 
pandemic.

Kam Quarles, 
CEO of NPC, 
which is the potato 
industry’s lobby-
ing arm based in 
Washington, D.C., 
told Farm & Ranch 
he’s concerned that 
funds are already 
being awarded through the program, 
and it will be important for changes 
to be made promptly while there 
are still dollars available. Quarles is 
optimistic, however, that USDA will 
make the necessary revisions to make 
the program more equitable for fruits 
and vegetables, including spuds.

“Way before the initial program 
rolled out, we were having conver-
sations with USDA,” Quarles said. “I 
think they recognize overall only 2% 
of these payments are going out to 
the fruit and vegetable industry, and I 
think they’ve got to recognize they’ve 
got problems with the program.”

By KATHY CORGATELLI 
NEVILLE

For Farm & Ranch

FIRTH – When you step 
into the home of Nels and 
Emma Just, who were two 
of East Idaho’s first settlers, 
in many ways it looks like 
they’ve just stepped out for 
a bit.

In the entryway of their 
130-year-old home, their 
son’s hand-braided, horse-
hair headstall and reins hang 
beside his handmade chaps. 
Floors are covered with fine-
grained wood grown and 
milled in Wolverine Can-
yon just up the road. Their 
bed is made and the room 
tidy. In the living room, a 

creamy-brown leather sofa 
with a saddle engraved in the 
leather invites visitors to sit 
for a spell.

Thanks to a grant from 
the Idaho Heritage Trust and 
matching funds from the 
nonprofit Presto Preserva-
tion Association, comprised 
of descendants and area 
residents and friends, their 
family has endeavored to 
restore the home for the 
public’s enjoyment.

“It’s been an ongoing 
project. It’s just been a piece 
at a time and six years in 
planning,” said Debbie Reid 
Oleson, Nels’ and Emma’s 
great-granddaughter, of 
Blackfoot.

Potato leaders 
seek COVID-19 
relief boost, 
citing 21% 
price decline

China opening its doors to US barley
Soda Springs 

farmer Scott 

Brown, 

second from 

right, shows 

members of a 

Chinese malt 

barley trade 

team an 

unharvested 

barley field 

last October. 

China recently 

opened its 

doors to U.S. 

barley.
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Home of early Firth settlers 
restored as museum

KATHY CORGATELLI NEVILLE PHOTOS

Mason Jared Webb coats a brick with mortar recently at the 130-year-old home of early East Idaho pioneers Nels and Emma Just. The 

couple arrived in East Idaho 150 years ago and left their mark on the area.

A hand-towel 

depicting the 

Nels and Emma 

Just’s home 

hangs on a red, 

electric range 

in the home. 

The couple’s 

daughter 

Agnes Just Reid 

and son-in-law 

Robert Reid 

installed the 

range after 

electricity was 

made available 

next to a large 

wood-burning 

cook stove 

when they 

lived in the 

home.More MUSEUM  |  5


