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By KATHY CORGATELLI 

NEVILLE

Just six weeks before the 
county fair, Midnight 

started showing signs of heat 
stroke.

Midnight was Jaida Rodri-
guez’s first 
market pig. 
She was told 
he was so ill, 
he’d probably 
die.

Jaida, 9, was 
heartbroken 
but with her 
parents help 
they devoted 
the next few 
weeks to try to save Midnight.

Midnight not only pulled 
through but he won first in 
quality in his weight group, 
and Jaida won grand champi-
on showman in her age group 
at the Custer County 4-H fair 
in Mackay.

“I was so worried that he’d 
die and even if he lived, that 
he wouldn’t make weight. He 
didn’t eat much for two to 
three weeks,” Jaida said.

To bring his temperature 
down, they ran cool water on 
his feet and gradually worked 
up until he could be com-
pletely covered with a cool, 
wet towel.

Because he couldn’t stand 
or eat, they gave him electro-
lytes and Advil into his mouth 
with a syringe.

Treating Midnight taught 
Jaida perseverance and pa-
tience since Midnight needed 
treatments every hour.

“I learned that and I got 
very attached to him,” Jaida 
said.

In her spare time, Jaida 
likes to read and go to her 
Grandma Kandy Krosch’s 
home where she plays with 
her cousins and friends. Her 
parents are José Rodriguez 
and Shanell Krosch Rodri-
guez of Mackay.

To be featured in 4-H Stars, 
email Farm & Ranch Managing 
Editor Bill Bradshaw at freditor@
postregister.com.  
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POCATELLO (AP) — Idaho 
farm income fell for a second 
straight year in 2018 largely 
due to overproduction by dairy 
farmers, according to a recent 
economic report.

The University of Idaho 
Extension report estimates total 
net farm income declined 27 
percent to $902 million. Total 
net farm income represents 
earnings paid to farmers after 
subtracting expenses.

Farm cash receipts, estimated 
at about $7.2 billion, were rela-
tively flat, the Idaho State Journal 
reported. Cash receipts relate 
to cash income the farm sector 
receives from commodity sales.

Findings were presented 
recently to a state legislative 
committee.

Extension agricultural econ-
omist and report co-author Ben 
Eborn said farm net income 
also declined about 27 percent 
in 2017 from the prior year. 
Farmers are making 40 percent 
of what they made in 2011, he 
said.

Cash receipts for the state’s 
major crops generally increased 
— including hay, wheat, barley 
and sugar beets. Receipts for 
potatoes declined by 4 percent.

But livestock comprise much 
of Idaho’s farm economy, and 
dairy farms have struggled. 

According to the Idaho Dairy-
men’s Association, 15 Idaho 
dairies went out of business last 
year.

Farm expenses also have risen.
Eborn and co-author Garth 

Taylor calculated that costs 
were higher for labor, fuel, 
interest expenses and fertilizer 
and chemicals.

Eborn said milk prices tradi-
tionally have not remained at 
or below break-even rates for 
more than a year. But he said 
milk has now sold for below 
break-even prices for three 
straight years.

He said Idaho’s largest dairies 
have invested too much to scale 
back when prices decline. Con-
sequently, he said they produce 

beyond the state’s processing 
capability.

Alan Andersen, an owner of 
medium-sized dairies in Declo 
and American Falls, said with 
cull cow prices about half the 
usual rate, dairy producers have 
avoided slaughtering surplus 
dairy cows as a way to keep 
production in check.

To endure tougher times, 
Andersen has found a niche 
offering high-end dairy cow 
genetics to help others’ herds. 
He said other dairies are mak-
ing their own cheese or bottling 
their own milk.

“It’s a real thing that it’s a 
difficult time, and I don’t see 
that changing any time soon,” 
Andersen said.
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L
ow commodity prices make operating 
loans tougher to get but still necessary 
to Idaho farmers and ranchers.

Agricultural producers traditionally 
borrow at the first of the year to finance the 
production of the year’s crop. The operating 
loan is then paid in the fall when the crops 
are sold.

“Lower commodity prices, like for grain, 
make operating loans more necessary but 
also more difficult to get,” said Dustin Orr, 
branch manager for Farm Credit Services of 
Rexburg. “Cash flow is the key. Customers 
need to have some of their own skin in the 
game.”

This means the producers should have 
some of their own cash flow as well as some 
financial reserve. Orr said he likes to see the 
producer have about one-third of the oper-
ating expense be liquid and available.

Unfortunately, lower commodity prices 
for grains have depleted many producers’ 
reserves. Farmers routinely bank profits 
for the next season. However, if they barely 
broke even or went in the hole because 
of low commodity prices, their reserve is 
much less.

“There are a couple bright spots for 
commodity prices,” Orr said. “Cattle are 
looking good and possibly potatoes. Alfalfa 
is looking pretty good.”

He said the 2018 tariffs and trade disputes 
have not negatively impacted growers here 
nearly as much as soybean producers in the 
Midwest.

Higher interest rates and a stronger 
American dollar pose additional challenges 
in the world market.

“Producers who are more diversified have 
an easier time when one commodity falls,” 

said Lance Bethke, of Farm Plus Financial, 
Idaho Ag Credit in Pocatello.

However, many producers are locked into 
producing grain as a rotation crop for their 
overall program. This means they must 
plant grain no matter how low the prices are.

This scenario leaves many producers 
searching for other ways to afford their way 
of life or plans for the future.

“Some farmers are consolidating their 
operations,” Bethke said. “As they get closer 
to retirement or if they have no heirs, some 
sell a piece of property to erase debt or lease 
the land out to other producers. Land itself 
is an important commodity.”

Dallas Ward, Wada Farms CFO, has 
viewed farming from both sides of the 
equation. He has been employed by Wada 
Farms for the past 20 years. Before that, he 
farmed his own place for 12 years.

“I enjoyed farming my own place for as 
long as I did it,” he said. “Then, Mr. Wada 
offered me a job and I took it. My ranch was 
paid for and I didn’t want to risk my equity 
so working for Mr. Wada seemed a good 
way to go.”

Ward said small, medium and large farm-
ing operations all face challenges. Big farms 
have a lot of employees and must make 
payroll. There also is a lot of high-priced 
equipment and all types of maintenance 
involved.

“Farming has always been challenging,” 
he said. “I’d say it’s gotten more challenging 
the past six years or so with the grain prices 
dropping so much.”

He said grain and potatoes are at barely 
break even prices but he always hopes for 
improvement there. Some small and mid-
sized farmers are choosing to either sell 
or lease their land instead of risking more 
equity in their operations.

Grain financing tough this year; 
other commodities looking good

Idaho farm income fell in 2018, dairy struggled
Overproduction in dairy sector a leading cause
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