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By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Recently released feder-
al data shows that Idaho 
ranks No. 3 among the 
11 Western states in total 
farm cash receipts and net 
farm income.

The data, released Sept. 
2 by USDA’s Economic 
Research Service, provides 
the first state-level farm 
income estimates for 2019.

According to ERS, Ida-
ho farmers and ranchers 
during 2019 brought in a 
total of $8.2 billion in farm 
cash receipts, which is the 

revenue that producers are 
paid for selling their agri-
cultural commodities.

That represents a 9 
percent increase over 2018, 
when Idaho producers 
brought in a total of $7.5 
billion in farm cash receipts.

It was the fourth straight 
year that total farm cash 
receipts in Idaho have 
increased from the prior 
year and it was also the 
highest level of farm cash 
receipts for Idaho since 
2014 ($8.8 billion).

Idaho’s livestock farm 
cash receipts totaled $4.8 
billion last year, up from 
$4.3 billion in 2018, while 

Idaho’s crop farm cash re-
ceipts totaled $3.4 billion, 
up from $3.2 billion.

Idaho ranked No. 3 in 
the West last year in farm 
cash receipts, behind 
California ($50 billion) 
and Washington ($9.3 
billion). California ranked 
an unchallenged No. 1 in 
the nation in that category, 
far ahead of second-place 
Iowa ($28 billion).

According to the ERS 
data, Idaho also ranked 
No. 3 among Western 
states last year in net farm 
income, which is a broad 
measure of farm profits.

Idaho farmers brought 

in a total of $2.66 billion 
in net farm income during 
2019, according to the 
USDA-ERS data. That 
represented a 51 percent 
increase over the $1.77 
billion total in 2018.

Idaho’s 2019 net farm 
income total was the 
highest ever recorded for 
the state, surpassing the 
previous record of $2.25 
billion in 2011.

Idaho trailed only 
California ($11 billion) and 
Washington ($2.9 billion) in 
net farm income among the 
11 Western states in 2019.

By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

Dwight Little jokes that farmers 
fall into two camps when it comes 
to their faith in the “Old Farmer’s 
Almanac’s” long-term weather 
prognostications: There are those 
who believe and those who don’t.

“Then maybe there’s the blend, 
too, who want to believe when 
it’s in their favor and discount it 
when it’s not,” the 
Newdale farmer 
added, upon fur-
ther reflection.

By Little’s 
logic, the alma-
nac should have 
plenty of believers 
throughout Idaho 
farming country 
in its recently 
released full 2020-2021 winter 
weather forecast, which calls for 
above-normal snowfall through-
out Idaho, Montana and Wyo-
ming. Above-normal precipitation 
is also expected in the northern 
portions of Utah and Colorado, 
the eastern sections of Washing-
ton and Oregon and the western 
Dakotas.

The almanac’s longstanding 
prediction formula is a secret but 
is said to rely on factors including 
a mathematical and astronomical 
formula, sunspot activity, the tides 
and planetary alignment. Analyses 
have pegged the almanac’s accura-
cy at about 52% — more accurate, 
at least, than Punxsutawney Phil, 
the famed groundhog said to 
predict six more weeks of winter 
or an early spring, depending on 
whether or not he sees his shadow 
on Feb. 2.

Little puts much greater stock 
in the longterm forecasts made by 
meteorologists, which he’s found 
have become far more accurate 
and sophisticated in recent years.

By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Total net farm income in 
the United States is forecast 
to increase by 23 percent in 
2020 despite a small decrease 
in total farm cash receipts.

The main reasons for the 
projected increase in net 
farm income – NFI is a broad 
measure of farm profits – are 
a significant increase in gov-
ernment payments to farmers 
as well as a small decrease in 
farm production expenses.

The projection was 
released Sept. 2 during a 

webinar hosted by USDA’s 
Economic Research Service, 
which releases farm income 
forecasts three times a year.

Idaho farm economists 
say that projection may not 
hold in Idaho because Idaho 
farmers and ranchers are far 
less reliant on government 
payments than the average 
U.S. producer.

ERS is projecting that di-
rect government payments to 
U.S. farmers will increase by 
66 percent this year, to $37 
billion. Almost all of that in-
crease is related to assistance 
USDA provided to farmers 
and ranchers because of the 

impacts COVID-19 had on 
their businesses.

Total U.S. farm produc-
tion expenses are forecast to 
decrease by 1 percent to $344 
billion in 2020.

“The highest contribu-
tor to increased net farm 
income is direct government 
payments,” said webinar host 
Carrie Litkowski, a US-
DA-ERS senior economist.

Together, the lower 
expenses and increase in 
government payments are 
forecast to push total U.S. net 
farm income to $103 billion 
in 2020, up $19 billion over 
the 2019 total and the high-

est level since 2013.
University of Idaho agri-

cultural economists said the 
projected 23 percent increase 
in net farm income was prob-
ably much higher than most 
people were anticipating.

“It was surprising to me 
that it’s going to be up that 
much. That number is just 
unreal,” said UI Agricultural 
Economist Ben Eborn. “I 
don’t think too many people 
expected it to be up that 
much, especially after the 
impact that coronavirus had 
on our economy.”

Farmer’s 
Almanac 
predicts 
wet winter

Little
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Idaho farm cash receipts increased 9 percent in 2019

BY SEAN ELLIS

Potatoes are harvested in an East Idaho field last year. Recently 

released USDA data shows that Idaho ranked No. 3 among the 

11 Western states in 2019 in total farm cash receipts and net 

farm income.More RECEIPTS  |  5

U.S. net farm income 
forecast to rise 23 percent

BY SEAN ELLIS

An onion field is harvested in a field in southwest Idaho last year. USDA’s Economic Research Service estimates that total net farm income 

in the United States will increase by 23 percent in 2020.
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