
Portneuf irrigators negotiating to 
reach mitigation plan for water call

By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

Several Portneuf River 
watershed irrigators are 
reportedly in negotiations 
to develop a mitigation plan 
that would allow them to 
continue diverting water in 
the face of a delivery call by 
the Surface Water Coalition.

The Idaho Department 
of Water Resources recently 
sent notices about the water 
call to more than 400 surface 
water rights holders in Water 
District 29D, covering the 
Lower Portneuf River, and 
Water District 29H, covering 
Marsh Creek and its tribu-
taries.

The fundamental prin-
ciple of Idaho water law is, 
“First in time, first in right,” 
meaning holders of the 
most senior water rights are 
granted priority to divert. 
Tim Luke, IDWR water 
compliance bureau chief, 
explained the notices to the 
Portneuf River watershed 

irrigators were mailed re-
gardless of the priority dates 
of their water rights. He said 
many irrigators in Water 

District 29D had rights 
junior to the coalition’s early 
1900s priority date; fewer 
rights holders in Water 

District 29H were subject to 
the call.

The coalition initially filed 
its delivery call in 2011.

Luke said on May 26 that 
IDWR is temporarily delay-
ing curtailments of junior 
rights holders in the two wa-
ter districts to allow the sides 
to reach a settlement.

“We’re waiting to see where 
(negotiations) fall,” Luke said.

Luke said one of the 
options on the table is for 
junior irrigators to purchase 
or rent a block of water from 
the Surface Water Coalition. 
Irrigators have also report-
edly been discussing options 
to rent water from the city 
of Pocatello and the Shosho-
ne-Bannock Tribes.

McCammon rancher 
Jim Guthrie said he and a 
couple of other water users 
have been meeting together 
with the coalition and are 
“cautiously optimistic” about 
reaching an agreement that 
will allow them to continue 
irrigating.
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By SEAN ELLIS

Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

The growing, process-
ing and transportation of 
industrial hemp in Idaho 
is expected to be legal in 
time for the 2022 growing 
season.

Idaho became the last 
state in the nation to 
legalize the production 
and processing of industri-
al hemp when Gov. Brad 
Little signed House Bill 
126 into law April 16.

The bill passed in the 
Senate by a vote of 30-5 
and in the House by a vote 

of 44-26 and became effec-
tive immediately when the 
governor signed it.

The bill directs the 
Idaho State Department 
of Agriculture to draft a 
state hemp program with 
input from any interested 
stakeholders.

But while the bill paves 
the way for industrial 
hemp to be legal in Idaho, 
at this point it is still illegal 
to grow, process or trans-
port hemp in the state.

“Do not grow, process or 
transport hemp in Idaho 
until we get everything 
in place because there are 
several things that still 

need to happen before you 
can legally do that,” said 
Braden Jensen, deputy 
director of governmental 
affairs for Idaho Farm 
Bureau Federation.

The legislation is a 
narrow bill and only allows 
for people to grow and 
process industrial hemp if 
they obtain a license from 
the ISDA. People can also 
transport it on behalf of 
someone with a license.

“It is strictly a farm-
ers-processors kind of bill,” 
Jensen said. “This does 
not legalize hemp for all 
Idahoans.”

Idaho Farm Bureau Fed-

eration has for more than 
two decades had policy 
created and approved by 
its members that supports 
legalizing industrial hemp 
in Idaho. House Bill 126 
was authored by IFBF.

Hemp plants are the 
same species as marijua-
na but industrial hemp, 
by federal law, contains 
less than 0.3 percent of 
THC, the psychoactive 
compound that gets a 
user of marijuana high. It 
is virtually impossible to 
get high from industrial 
hemp.

YAKIMA, Wash. (AP) — Seven 
apple varieties previously believed 
to be lost or extinct have been 
found in eastern Washington state, 
including several on land near the 
communities of Pullman, Colfax 
and Moscow.

The Lost Apple Project and the 
Temperate Orchard Conservancy 
announced the latest discoveries 
this month. Founded by Dave 
Benscoter, the Lost Apple Project 
has partnered with the Whitman 
County Historical Society to iden-
tify and preserve heritage apple 
trees and orchards in Washington 
and Idaho.

The groups have found 29 
apples once thought to have 
disappeared, the Yakima Herald 
reported.

The latest seven apples were 
discovered in old orchards in 
Washington, Oregon and Idaho.

The Almota apple, which has 
pale yellow skin striped with red, 
was located southeast of Pullman 
on land farmed by Roy Druffel’s 
family. The Almota was a seedling 
first discovered in the late 19th 
century by Charles Moys near 
Pullman.

The Ivanhoe, described as 
having green or slightly yellow 
skin with reddish blush, was found 
west of Pullman at the site of what 
was once the Pullman Country 
Club.

The Eper apple variety was 
found 20 miles (32 kilometers) 
north of Colfax. The apple is 
small with greenish-yellow skin 
and red stripes. It is believed to be 
one of 34 fruit varieties imported 
from Hungary in the 1890s by the 
U.S. government and obtained 
by George Ruedy, owner of the 
Colfax Nursery in Colfax.

The Iowa Flat, a yellow apple 
with red blush and red streaks, 
was found near Orchard Avenue 
in Moscow. It most likely originat-
ed in Iowa and in 1901 appeared 
in an experimental orchard in 
Farmdale, Illinois.

Idaho targets its first hemp growing season in 2022
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Dried hemp plants are sorted and trimmed at Hepworth 

Farms in Milton, N.Y., Monday, April 12, 2021. The growing and 

processing of hemp is expected to be legal in Idaho by this 

growing season.More HEMP  |  5

COURTESY OF JIM GUTHRIE

A pivot irrigates pasture in Inkom owned by Jim Guthrie with 

Portneuf River water. Guthrie is among the irrigators in the water-

shed now coping with a water call.
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Kayakers float the Portneuf River near 

Pocatello. Irrigators in the watershed are 

seeking to mitigate for a water call.
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