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C
ollin Kelley is treasurer of 
his FFA chapter treasurer 
and the experience has 

taught him leadership skills.
Collin, 15, is 

a sophomore 
at Shelley High 
School.

“It’s been 
fun just being 
treasurer,” he 
said. “I just like 
the experience 
of being an 
officer and a 
leader.”

So far, Kelley and other chap-
ter members have planned a 
student trip to Wild Adventures 
Corn Maze near Idaho Falls 
and a Christmas service project. 
Collin is looking forward to 
going to state competitions in 
the spring.

“Going to state is my favorite. 
We get to see the older officers 
like Saydee Longhurst, who 
graduated from Shelley High 
School, and who is the Idaho 
State FFA president,” Collin said.

Kelley has considering run-
ning for a state office and local 
offices.

“I kinda want to be a state 
officer just for the leadership 
experience I’d get from it,” he 
said.

Kelley is interested in agri-
culture, having grown up on 
the family farm and ranch. His 
grandparents Gerald and Helen 
Kelley and parents Craig and 
Andrea Kelley farm and ranch 
in the Shelley and the Bone 
areas. Collin moves irrigation 
pipe and helps brand and 
doctor calves. Being in FFA 
has increased his interest in 
agriculture.

“I think it’s gotten me more 
interested in agriculture – now 
I’m really into it,” he said.

He has taken an interest in 
welding and is looking forward 
to area welding competitions 
later this spring. In class, he’s 
helped weld two trailers for the 
Eastern Idaho State Fair where 
he and other classmates earned 
ribbons for construction and 
painting. They’ve also built a 
trailer used to haul livestock.

To be featured in Future Farmers, 
email Farm & Ranch Managing 
Editor Bill Bradshaw at freditor 
@postregister.com.

FUTURE 

FARMERS

Learning 
leadership

KATHY  
CORGATELLI 

NeVILLE

Collin

By SARAH SKAAR

For Farm & Ranch

DUBOIS — Dubois- and Terre-
ton-area farmer/rancher MaCoy 
Ward will receive the 2019 Ed 
Duren Memorial Young Producer 
Award at the Eastern Idaho Agri-
culture Hall of Fame Reception & 
Banquet on March 22.

The hall of fame launched the 
award in 2018 to recognize an 
individual younger than 35 who 

is actively involved in production 
agriculture and demonstrating ini-
tiative and leadership benefitting 
the agricultural industry of eastern 
Idaho.

“I’m honored to receive this 
award,” Ward said. “I like being a 
voice for farmers and ranchers, and 
glad to have opportunities to com-
municate to decision-makers and 
the public about where their food 
comes from and challenges we in 
agriculture face.”

FARM & RANCH
Five of eastern Idaho’s most distinguished leaders in the agriculture industry 

will be inducted into the 47th Eastern Idaho Agriculture Hall of Fame during the 
annual recognition dinner March 22 at Fort Hall.

This year’s inductees are Carol Guthrie, a rancher from Inkom; Jean Schwie-
der, ag producer and writer from Iona; Carl Lufkin, rancher from Salmon; Kleal 
Hill, DVM, of Arco; and LaVar Newman, a farmer and rancher from Monteview.

In addition to honoring the new inductees, MaCoy Ward of Dubois will be 
presented with the Ed Duren Memorial Young Producer Award at the event.

The recognition awards will be presented at the Shoshone-Bannock Ho-
tel, Fort Hall. A no-host reception begins at 5:30 p.m., followed by dinner at 
6:30 p.m. The event is open to all interested persons. Tickets are $30 and can be 
obtained by calling 208-301-1620, at the Idaho Falls Chamber of Commerce, or 
email eiagricultureHF@gmail.com for information. The deadline for purchasing 
tickets is today.

The nominees’ biographies appear below.
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Jean Schwieder, Iona
Jean Schwieder is a central partner 

of a large farm and ranch organi-
zation. In addition to cooking and 
caring for a large family, she worked 
alongside of her husband, Boyd, in the 

management of 250 head of cattle and 
2,200 acres of farm and ranch ground. 
The Schwieders primarily grow grass 
hay, alfalfa, wheat and barley.

Carl Lufkin, Salmon
Raised on a family cow/calf op-

eration and farm in the Rigby area, 
this 2019 inductee, Carl Lufkin has 
continued the tradition of family cattle 
ranching. After marrying his wife, 

Robin, in 1979, the family operated 
various ranches in Idaho and Mon-
tana, eventually settling down in the 
Salmon area.

Kleal Hill, DVM, Arco
Growing up on the family farm 

near Mackay, Dr. Kleal Hill always 
had a keen interest in animals. 
He attended veterinary school at 

Washington State University after 
which he established Lost River Vet-
erinary Clinic in Arco in 1978.

LaVar Newman, Monteview
Born into a farming family, LaVar 

Newman started his own ag busi-
ness, on rented ground, when he was 
only a sophomore in high school. He 
went on to operate a small diary in 

the Milo area and rented additional 
ground in the Mud Lake area to pro-
duce alfalfa for his dairy herd.
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Carol Guthrie, Inkom
Coming from a ranching family, it 

was only natural for Carol Guthrie and 
her husband, James, to settle down on 

a ranch along the Portneuf River south 
of Inkom.
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