
Wednesday, October 13 2 p.m.
Flying Joseph Ranch Near May, Idaho

20 miles up Pahsimeroi Valley on the Custer side, to Livestock Road Look for the pink mailbox

1,500 4x4 bales Test weight 1,460
Hay will be sold by the row, per bale, with a 4-bale minimum Everyone will have a chance to bid

For more info call Logan Reed 208-520-4214
Auction conducted by Baker Auctioneering Clayton, Idaho

HAY AUCTION
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By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Idaho barley farmers are 
being offered a lot more 
money to grow their crop 
next year.

Major beer brewers 
are aggressively pursu-
ing contracts with Idaho 
farmers to grow barley 
next year and the amount 
they are offering is well 
above what barley farmers 
are normally paid for their 
commodity.

Rupert farmer Mike 
Wilkins normally gets 

paid between $9.50 and 
$10 per hundredweight 
(cwt) for his barley. He 
will be paid $14 per 
cwt for his barley next 
year.

“This is the highest 
price I’ve seen since I’ve 
been growing barley,” said 
Wilkins, who has grown 
the crop for three decades.

Idaho farmers typically 
grow about a third of the 
nation’s barley crop.

Malt barley is a critical 
part of the beer-brew-
ing process and about 
75 percent of the barley 
produced in Idaho is malt 

barley, while the rest is 
used for human food or 
animal feed.

Most of the malt barley 
produced in Idaho is 
purchased by major beer 
companies such as An-
heuser-Busch and Molson 
Coors.

The vast majority of 
Idaho’s malt barley crop is 
grown under contract and 
major brewing companies 
are aggressively seeking 
contracts for next year, 
said Laura Wilder, execu-
tive director of the Idaho 
Barley Commission.

These companies are 

contracting earlier than 
normal and offering a lot 
more money for the 2022 
crop because they need 
to get their supply locked 
down for next year, she 
said.

Wilder said barley con-
tract prices for growers in 
the nation’s top beer-pro-
ducing states of Idaho, 
Montana and North 
Dakota are expected to be 
up 40 percent or more for 
the 2022 season.

Idaho plays a critical 
role in the nation’s beer 
industry and the state’s 
farmers typically grow 

enough barley to produce 
about 12 million barrels 
of beer or 4.1 billion 
12-ounces bottles of beer 
each year.

Total barley production 
in Idaho and the United 
States was way down this 
year compared with 2020, 
resulting in a frenzied 
push by brewing com-
panies to lock up supply 
for the 2022 season, said 
Clark Johnston, owner 
and manager of JC Man-
agement Co.

“Malt companies are 
aggressively pursuing 
contracts for malt barley 

for next season,” said 
Johnston, who contracts 
with Idaho Farm Bureau 
Federation to help farmers 
and ranchers market their 
commodities. “They need 
to increase their acreage to 
try to fill up the pipeline 
again, as well as their 
storage.”

Johnston said the 
increased price for malt 
barley contracts is a great 
development for growers, 
especially considering that 
their input costs have risen 
sharply this year.

By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Idaho’s total wheat production 
plummeted by 32 percent this year 
compared with last year.

That means Idaho farmers 
produced 36 million fewer bushels 
of wheat in 2021 than they did in 
2020.

According to USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service, Ida-
ho growers produced 76.5 million 
bushels of wheat this year, down 
from 112.5 million bushels in 2020.

Those numbers were included 
in the Small Grains 2021 Summary 
released by NASS on Sept. 30.

Idaho Wheat Commission Ex-
ecutive Director Casey Chumrau 
said severe drought conditions in 
most of the state, coupled with an 
extreme early season heat wave, 
took a major toll on wheat yields in 
Idaho this year.

The IWC knew that production 
would be down significantly this 
year and earlier this year com-
missioners adjusted their budget 
accordingly.

“As ugly as the NASS report was, 
we knew that was the reality out 
there,” Chumrau said.

Wheat is grown in 42 of Ida-
ho’s 44 counties and is the state’s 
No. 2 crop and No. 4 agricultural 
commodity in terms of farm-gate 
revenue, which is what the produc-
er receives for their commodity.

Idaho wheat farmers brought in 
$550 million in farm-gate revenue 
in 2020.

Idaho typically ranks No. 5 
or 6 in the nation in total wheat 
production and has a reputation 
among domestic and foreign 
customers as a state that produces 
a stable quantity of wheat year in 
and year out.

The state’s decreased wheat pro-
duction this year was an anomaly, 
Chumrau said.

“Because we have the benefit of 
irrigation in a lot of areas where 
wheat is grown, Idaho generally 
produces a pretty stable quantity 
of wheat,” she said. “We’ve become 
known for that and are proud of 
that but sometimes Mother Nature 
gets the best of you and there’s 
nothing you can do about it.”

By STEVE STUEBNER
Life on the Range

In the spring, local ranchers 
graze cattle along the South 
Fork of the Boise River, while 
early-bird anglers fish and 
float for trout.

“Cattle grazing is one of 
our multiple use activities on 
the Boise NF. It’s kind of an 
awesome mix between what 
people do for fun, what people 
do for a living. And it’s kind of 
what makes the West unique,” 
says Brody Duggan, range 
management specialist for the 
Boise National Forest.

The South Fork of the 
Boise River is also a popular 
blue-ribbon trout fishery.

“The South Fork is a great re-
source, the fishery up here is un-
believable, the chukar hunting 
in this canyon is great, and the 
camping is unbelievable,” says 
Michael Gibson, Idaho field rep-
resentative for Trout Unlimited. 
“It’s a really remote experience 
that’s less than an hour away 
from the Treasure Valley.”

Rancher Clay Davison says 
his cattle graze along the sec-
tion of the South Fork, where 
people camp and fish next to 
the Forest Service road, during 
the month of May. This is a 
time when they should expect 
to see cattle.

“In the early 90s, my family, 
the Forest Service, and fishing 
groups got together to talk 
about when it would be best 
to have cows in here,” Davison 
says. “Came up with the idea 
that from the 1st of May until 
the Friday before Memorial 

Day, our cows would graze on 
this side of the canyon. After 
Memorial Day, we drive our 
cows to other pastures.

“So most of the summer 
would be cattle-free for most 
of the fishing access areas on 
the South Fork here.”

“When you come up here 
fishing and floating, you need 
to understand this is multiple 
use Forest Service land,” Gib-
son says. “Most of the graz-
ing occurs before the heavy 
float season. If you’re here 
in spring, you’re going to see 
cattle by the river, it’s working 
land.”

On weekends during May, 
Davison said they drive cattle 
away from the South Fork 
corridor on horseback.

“We’ll push them up the 
creek away from the main 
road, just so campers can 
come in here on the weekends, 
and not be bothered by cows 
too much,” he says.

Later in the season, Davison 
cattle may be grazing across 
the river from the camping ar-
eas, and on pastures elsewhere 
in the canyon.

Most people are cool with 
co-existing with cattle, but not 
everyone.

“We had a side by side 
ATV chasing our cows from 
one end to the other; they 
didn’t like manure in their 
campground,” Davison says. 
“We ask people not to chase 
our cattle, just leave them be 
and they’ll move on. Not that 
many people mess with our 
cows. Nothing real extreme.”

Contract prices for Idaho barley up significantly
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Coexisting with cattle on the South Fork Boise River

COURTESY OF CLAY DAVIDSON

Cattle graze along the South Fork of the Boise River.

STEVE STUEBNER

An angler opens a cattle gate along the South Fork of the Boise River.
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Idaho wheat 
production 
fell 32 percent 
this year
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