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S
tetson Hill is work-
ing toward a career in 
welding.

Hill, 18, became interest-
ed in welding after taking a 
class in it at 
District 93’s 
Technical 
Careers High 
School. Since 
then, he’s 
participated 
often in ag 
mechanics 
and welding 
competitions. 
Last year, he placed second 
in stic and mig welding at a 
state completion in Moscow.

“I’ve grown a lot in weld-
ing,” Hill said. “The first 
time I welded was here.”

Hill likes the welding field 
because of the variety of 
career choices it offers, from 
agricultural to industrial.

“There’s always something 
new to learn in welding. 
There’s a lot to learn even if 
you’ve been welding for 10 
years. It’s never boring,” he 
said.

He’s hoping to land a 
scholarship to help pay 
for college and is deciding 
among attending Brigham 
Young University-Idaho, the 
College of Southern Idaho 
and Idaho State University.

Hill has been in FFA for 
four years and held the office 
of sentinel for all four years.

Hill and his family raise 
sheep. At the Bonneville 
County Fair last fall, he won 
reserve champion in sheep 
showmanship and advanced 
to the round robin. He 
belongs to the Foothills 4-H 
Club, and his parents, Jared 
and Jeanna Hill, are among 
eight leaders. Hill wants to 
have his own sheep herd 
someday, too.

Hill and his twin broth-
er, Carson, also raise steers 
in 4-H and work together 
raising and showing them at 
the Bonneville County Fair. 
Both of them help their par-
ents teach younger siblings 
and cousins how to raise and 
show 4-H livestock. He and 
Carson also participate in 
FFA livestock judging.

In his spare time, he likes 
to archery and rifle hunt, 
downhill ski and fish.

To be featured in Future Farmers, 

email freditor@postregister.com.
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BLACKFOOT — Hunter 
Owens is a 14-year-old with 
a business card and his own 
“hedge fund.”

The North Gem High School 
freshman’s passion for breed-
ing and raising show animals 
earned him recent glory at the 
Eastern Idaho State Fair, while 
also laying the groundwork 
for his own small business. He 
makes a modest income from 
selling show animals, offering 

purebred chickens, pigeons and 
rabbits to regional 4-H youths.

Hunter, who has also sup-
plied inventory to McKee’s 
Feed, Garden & Pet Centers in 
Chubbuck, is now gearing up to 
sell purebred ducks.

Hunter keeps his business 
card on hand in case he meets 
a potential client — it reads, 
“Hunter’s Hoppers: Ask Hunter 
about the different breeds.” He 
jokingly refers to his business 
profits as his “hedge fund”: 
Most of it came from breeding 
and selling hedgehogs. For the 
moment, his major focus is on 

breeding rabbits.
“I just give them a business 

card and they can call me and 
get an order in for whatever 
type of rabbits they want,” 
Hunter said. “With some of 
them, I’ve gotten kids started in 
4-H.”

On Sunday at the fair, Hunter 
found strength in numbers, 
entering 20 rabbits representing 
several breeds in the judging 
competition. His rabbits won 
first and second reserve rib-
bons, as well as ribbons for best 
of breed, runner-up for best of 
breed and honorable mention.

Aside from filling his trophy 
case, the boy’s intense focus on 
raising animals has provided 
him with a constructive activity 
as he’s coped with severe health 
challenges.

Diagnosed with type 1 diabe-
tes and in remission for throat 
cancer, Hunter was granted 
a trip to Disneyland through 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation. 
When he heads to the theme 
park next spring, his “hedge 
fund” will cover costs of his 
entire family joining him.
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KETCHUM — The Idaho 
Potato Commission has teamed 
with a 14-year-old ventrilo-
quist who wowed the judges 
on “America’s Got Talent” and 
a young child who reviews toys 
on YouTube, seeking to reach a 
younger generation of consum-
ers.

Darci Lynne Farmer is just 14 
years old, but she won NBC’s 
popular talent competition, 
America’s Got Talent, in 2017, 
and she finished as runner-up 
this season, when past champi-
ons returned to compete.

Farmer, known for her ability 

to make puppets yodel and sing 
opera as a ventriloquist, also has 
her own show in Las Vegas. At 
the behest of the IPC, Farmer 
will soon break out a new pup-
pet character — the organiza-
tion’s mascot, Spuddy Buddy.

“She’s going to do a little video 

share on social media of her 
interacting with Spuddy Buddy,” 
Frank Muir, president and CEO 
of the IPC, said recently during 
a breakfast his organization 
sponsored at the Idaho Grower 
Shippers Association’s annual 
meeting in Ketchum.

IPC also plans to fly in a 
young toy reviewer named 
Sebastian to witness the ongoing 
potato harvest. The child’s You-
Tube program, Bash’s Toy Re-
view & Fun, has been viewed 7 
million times and boasts 17,000 
subscribers, Muir said.

Muir said the IPC’s iconic 
6-ton replica russet on a flat-bed 
trailer, called the Big Idaho Po-
tato Truck, will pick up Bash at 
the Idaho Falls Regional Airport 
and take him on a tour of potato 
fields and fresh packing sheds. 
In addition to the IPC posting 
its coverage of Bash’s visit, Bash 
will share his adventure with his 
own social media followers.

Hill

Idaho Potato Commission capitalizing on celebrity star power
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The Big Idaho Potato Truck is shown in this undated photo.
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BUSINESS IS HOPPING
Bancroft boy coping with health challenges sells show animals

BY JOHN O’CONNELL

Hunter Owens, 14, poses with his Dutch rabbit, which won second reserve at the Eastern Idaho State Fair, during the fair on Saturday. Hunter showed 

20 rabbits in the fair and raises several different animal species at his Bancroft home.
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