
At Northwest Farm Credit Services, we know things don’t always go the way

you expect. We’ve been through it—100 years strong—providing financing and

crop insurance to farmers and ranchers through good times and bad. Because

we believe in what we do—and who we do it for.

If partnering with a stable lender sounds good to you, give us a call. We’d be

happy to help.

800.743.2125 | northwestfcs.com

When it comes to agriculture,
“best laid plans” are just that.
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East Idaho reservoirs at 25% capacity

Photo by Edna Grant/Jefferson Star
Water levels at Jefferson County Lake in the early summer seemed low, however, as of September first the lake has reached it’s peak.

By EDNA GRANT

The Jefferson Star

Due to below-average 
snowpack this past 
winter, the Upper Snake 
River system is showing 
to be only at 25% 
capacity this fall season.

This capacity, 
according to Tony 
Olenichak with the 
Department of Water 
Resources, is below 
average for this time of 
year. Because of this, 
some canals in the area 
have dried up, having 
run out of their water 
storage shares.

“I’ve seen years like 
this,” Olenichak said. 
“The theory is that 
below average snowpack 
will lead to starting the 
year out worse than 
this.”

Olenichak stated that 
in order to see a better 
irrigation season next 
year, the area would 
need to see at least 
average snowpack this 
winter. However, in 
order to start the year 
off in a much better 
position for irrigators, 
the area would need 
to see above average 
snowpack.

In fact, if the coming 
year’s snowpack is less 
than average again, this 
would be the third year 
in a row with less than 
average snowpack.

The shortage of 
water in storage has 
a wide ranging effect, 
Olenichak said. He 
stated he can’t lump 
everyone into the same 
category when it comes 
down to how well they 
are faring through the 
shortage. 

He stated some canals 
are out of water, others 
are getting by and some 
will have enough water 
to finish out the season. 

These differences 
have to do with how 
much water storage 
was purchased when 
the reservoirs were first 
built, he said. 

Back when the 
reservoirs were built, 
some canals had the 
foresight to purchase 
more water than they 
thought they would 
need. Others, Olenichak 
said, purchased “just 
enough” to scrape by 
on an average year. 
The problem with this 
method, he said, is 
when hot and dry years 
occur, years such as this 
one, the water necessary 
for an average year 
is not enough. These 
canals are stretching 
the water thinly and he 
expects they should
have enough water to 
finish the season.

He also mentioned 

See WATER, page 4


