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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— President-elect Joe 
Biden has selected Ohio 
Rep. Marcia Fudge as 
his housing and urban 
development secretary 
and former Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack to 
reprise that role in his ad-
ministration, according to 
five people familiar with 
the decisions.

Fudge, a former chair of 
the Congressional Black 
Caucus, was just elected 
to a seventh term repre-
senting a majority Black 
district that includes parts 
of Cleveland and Akron. 
Vilsack spent eight years 
as head of the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture 

during the Obama admin-
istration and served two 
terms as Iowa governor.

Their intended nomi-
nations were confirmed 
to The Associated Press 
on Tuesday by five people 
familiar with one or both of 
the decisions who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to 
avoid preempting the presi-
dent-elect’s announcement.

Biden sees Fudge as a 
leading voice for working 
families and a longtime 
champion of affordable 
housing, infrastructure 
and other priorities, 
according to one of the 
people familiar with the 
president-elect’s decision. 
Vilsack was selected in 

part because of the height-
ened hunger crisis facing 
the nation and the need to 
ensure someone was ready 
to run the department on 
day one, the person said.

As news outlets started 
reporting Fudge’s selection 
as HUD secretary, she 
said on Capitol Hill that it 
would be “an honor and 
a privilege” to be asked 
to join Biden’s Cabinet, 
though she didn’t confirm 
she had been picked.

“It is something in prob-
ably my wildest dreams I 
would have never thought 
about. So if I can help 
this president in any way 
possible, I am more than 
happy to do it,” she said 

Tuesday evening.
A longtime member 

of the House Agriculture 
Committee and a fierce 

advocate for food stamps, 
Fudge was originally dis-
cussed to become agricul-
ture secretary. South Caro-
lina Rep. Jim Clyburn, the 
No. 3 House Democrat 
who gave Biden a key nod 
of support in the prima-
ries, had strongly backed 
her, saying, “It’s one thing 
to grow food, but another 
to dispense it, and nobody 
would be better at that 
than Marcia Fudge.”

She also had the strong 
backing of progressive 
groups who touted her 
support for food aid and 
worker protections at 
meatpacking plants.

By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

POCATELLO — Total net 
farm income in the United States 
during 2020 is forecast to increase a 
whopping 43 percent over 2019. But 
a huge chunk of that will come in 
the form of direct government farm 
payments meant to help producers 
get through the coronavirus-related 
shutdowns.

USDA’s December Farm Income 
Forest, released Dec. 2, estimates net 
farm income in the U.S. will total 
$120 billion this year, up $36 billion 
over 2019. Net farm income is a 
broad measure of farm profits.

Many people were stunned by 
the estimated 43 percent increase 
but agricultural economists say it 
makes sense when you consider the 
impact of the farm relief payments 
USDA provided to producers this 
year through the ag department’s 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Pro-
gram to help offset losses due to the 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Government payments were a 
major source of revenue and income 
for … farmers and ranchers this 
past year,” said Doug Robison, Idaho 
president of Northwest Farm Credit 
Services.

He said payments from the two 
rounds of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s CFAP program 
provided almost $462 million in 
financial support to Idaho farmers 
and ranchers this year.

According to USDA, direct gov-
ernment farm payments are expect-
ed to total $47 billion in 2020, an 
increase of 107 percent over 2019. 
Almost all of that increase is due to 
supplemental and ad hoc disaster 
assistance for COVID-19 relief.

University of Idaho Agricultural 
Economist Garth Taylor said the 
increase in net farm income this 
year is certainly welcome in farm 
country, especially coming on the 
heels of several years of depressed 
commodity prices.

But he also said it’s probably not 
a slope U.S. agriculture wants to 
continue to go down because “if you 
live by the government payment, 
you can also die by government 
payment.”

“So much of that (net farm 
income) total are those government 
payments,” he said.

Of the $120 billion in net farm 
income that USDA is forecasting for 
2020, 39 percent — $46.5 billion — 
comes from government payments.

American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion Economist John Newton called 
the 2020 net farm income forecast a 
“false positive” because cash receipts 
from crop and livestock sales are 
actually forecast to decline 1 percent, 
or $3 billion, to $367 billion this year.

U.S. net 
farm income 
forecast 
to rise 43%
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Former U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 

speaks to a packed house in this Skagit Valley Herald file photo. 

Biden has chosen Vilsack to return as agriculture secretary.
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By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

CALDWELL — Wayne 
Hungate’s holistic ranching 
method has enabled him 
to graze a bigger herd on 
a much smaller acreage of 
pasture, and yet his forage 
always seems to grow back 
thicker and more verdant 
than before.

Hungate, of Caldwell, 
explained the system behind 
his remarkable productivity 
is called management-in-
tensive grazing. It entails the 
daily moving of cattle that 
feed at a high density within 
small paddocks.

The approach ecologically 
mimics the cycle of life that 
evolved surrounding grazing 
herbivores that cling close 
together for protection from 
predators and move often to 
find fresh forage. Think of 
the historic bison herds of 
North America.

Packed tightly, cattle even-
ly mow the range, picking 
off weeds that are often left 
behind in conventional pas-
tures and helping a diversity 
of plants compete with the 
taller grasses.

The cattle aren’t in a single 
paddock long enough to 
cause damage to the plants’ 
root systems and the even 
distribution of their manure 
and urine lends fertility to 
the soil, helping the grasses 
and forbs regrow quickly and 
vigorously.

Management-intensive 
grazing — a term coined 
by May, Idaho, rancher and 
educator Jim Gerrish — has 

been slow to catch on, but 
proponents such as Hungate 
believes it’s time is com-
ing, as range land becomes 
increasingly precious and 
production costs steadily 
rise.

“One of the things Jim 
Gerrish teaches is if you 
properly manage a piece of 
ground you should be able to 
double the carrying capacity, 
which makes (my land) the 
cheapest piece of ground I 
ever bought,” said Hungate, 
who learned the ropes of 
the grazing philosophy from 
Gerrish. “... It is a different 
concept. It doesn’t fit the 
cowboy range mentality 
of turning cattle out in the 
spring and going to get them 
in the fall.”

In the mid-1980s, Hungate 
worked for Simplot Western 

Stockmen’s and attended 
schools in holistic grazing 
management to implement 
the Simplot program.

“Out of that I’ve always 
had a love of taking care of 
the ground,” said Hungate, 
who also sells insurance poli-
cies to ranchers as a Farm 
Bureau Mutual Insurance 
agent.

While with Simplot, Hun-
gate had the opportunity to 
tour a ranch in Hawaii that 
was utilizing a version of 
management-intensive graz-
ing. The ranch encompassed 
five different climate zones 
with annual rainfall varying 
widely.

“They had 6,000 head of 
mother cows. At any one 
time, 95% of the ranch was 
resting,” Hungate said. “Yes, 
it can be done on a large 

scale. It’s just a different 
mindset of moving cattle.”

Hungate bought his cur-
rent ranch — 90 acres of ir-
rigated pasture located about 
a mile from his home — in 
June of 2018. The previous 
owner grazed it continuously 
with 60 cow-calf pairs.

“By the end of summer, 
they were out of feed. They 
continually grazed it to 
where the grass wasn’t grow-
ing,” Hungate said.

At the urging of a Uni-
versity of Idaho Extension 
agent, Hungate attended a 
grazing workshop led by 
Gerrish. In the spring of 
2019, following Gerrish’s 
protocols, Hungate used a 
no-till drill to directly seed 
three types of clover and 
three grass species into pas-
ture that had previously been 
a grass monoculture.

That season, he grazed 80 
cow-calf pairs, allowing 70 
square yards of pasture for 
every animal unit day — a 
measure of the forage vol-
ume an adult cow consumes 
in a day.

He uses single-wire elec-
tric fencing to construct the 
temporary paddocks. Mov-
ing the cattle so frequently 
presents no challenge. Eager 
to access fresh grasses and 
forbs, the herd chases after 
him when he drives by in 
his Polaris Ranger. When 
he opens a section of fence 
to allow them into the next 
paddock and shouts, “Come 
on!” the animals come run-
ning and he’s quick to get out 
of their way.

Ranching approach yielding more forage on less land

Making more green
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ABOVE: Cattle graze at a high density but for only a day’s time 

before being moved to fresh pasture in management intensive 

grazing. BELOW: Wayne Hungate, of Caldwell, poses with his herd 

and the Polaris Ranger he drives when he moves them to a new 

paddock. He practices management-intensive grazing.
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