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Z
oe Scott’s goal is to be-
come a veterinarian.

Scott, 17, has volun-
teered at the Idaho Falls Zoo 
for the last three years and 
has become interested in the 
zoo’s exotic animals. The zoo 
is known for its conservation 
programs, she 
said.

“It’s been 
very helpful 
for me to 
learn more 
about exotic 
animals. It’s 
helped solid-
ify my desire 
to go into an 
animal-relat-
ed field,” she said.

Scott, is a senior and began 
taking ag classes from Billie Jo 
Blackson at Technical Careers 
High School in Idaho Falls as 
a junior. Some of the classes 
she’s taken are zoology, equine 
and animal science classes, 
advanced equine sciences and 
vet science.

“Right now my sights are 
set on becoming a veterinar-
ian but I’d like to do anything 
with animals,” she said. “I have 
always loved them, there’s just 
something entertaining and 
fun about animals.”

While Scott loves dogs, 
horses, goats and chick-
ens, she’d like working with 
any animal as a large and 
small-animal veterinarian. 
She’s deciding between going 
to Idaho State University or 
the University of Idaho for her 
undergraduate work, and then 
apply to the veterinary medi-
cine program at Washington 
State University in Pullman.

Scott and her parents Clark 
and Jill Scott of Ririe have a 
lot of animals on their 10 acres 
and Scott hopes to have more 
animals and land in the future.

“I want to have a good 
chunk of land one day and run 
cattle and maybe even have a 
horse rescue operation,” she 
said.

Scott spends her spare time 
riding horses, being with 
friends and reading.

To be featured in Future Farmers, 
email Farm & Ranch Managing 
Editor Bill Bradshaw at freditor@
postregister.com.
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BOISE — A federal appeals 
court has overturned a U.S. Dis-
trict Court’s dismissal of a law-
suit by environmental groups 
challenging a federal agency’s 
killing of wolves in Idaho.

A 9th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals panel on Tuesday ruled 
that U.S. District Court Judge 
Edward Lodge erred in January 
2018 when he ruled in favor of 
the USDA’s Wildlife Services.

Specifically, the appeals panel 
ruled that the environmental 
groups have standing to bring 
the lawsuit, and sent the case 
back to the district court.

The environmental groups 
contend Wildlife Services’ 2011 
study allowing it to kill wolves 
in the state is flawed because it 
relies on outdated information. 

The groups said the USDA is 
violating environmental laws 
by killing wolves without a new 
environmental analysis.

“With the new decision, we 
can return to the heart of the 

matter: whether or not Wildlife 
Services adequately reviewed 
the ecological consequences of 
killing scores of wolves each 
year in Idaho,” Talasi Brooks, 
an attorney with Western 

Watersheds Project, said in a 
statement.

The U.S Justice Department, 
which defends federal agencies 
in lawsuits, declined to com-
ment Wednesday.

Lodge in his ruling said 
that even if Wildlife Services 
stopped killing wolves in Idaho, 
it wouldn’t matter because the 
Idaho Department of Fish and 
Game manages wolves in the 
state and has demonstrated 
it can kill wolves, hire third 
parties to kill wolves or in-
crease hunting and trapping for 
wolves. He said that meant the 
environmental groups lacked 
standing to bring the lawsuit.

The appeals court panel 
rejected that ruling. The court 
concluded that it’s possible 
if not likely that not as many 
wolves would be killed in Idaho 
if Wildlife Services stopped 
killing wolves because Fish and 
Game hadn’t demonstrated 
significant ability in that area.

By STEVE STUEBNER

Life on the Range

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
This is the first of five 
parts on wolves and their 
affect on Western life.

Wolves are a myste-
rious, highly intelligent 
creature. Living at the top 
of the food chain, they 
are effective predators, 
hunting in packs as a 
family unit.

American Indian tribes 
had great respect for and 
strong spiritual connec-
tions to wolves. But it’s 
been rare that wolves 
have been able to co-ex-

ist with Western man. 
Wolves evoked fear in old 
European fairy tales and 
were exterminated from 
Northern Europe by the 
Middle Ages. To many, 
they were the symbol of 
the devil.

European immigrants 
brought those view-
points with them when 
they settled America. As 
civilization grew, wolves 
were pushed into the 
Rocky Mountains. In the 
mid-1800s, about 400,000 
settlers came West on 
the Oregon Trail, with a 
dream of finding greener 
pastures in Oregon.
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Federal court overturns Idaho wolf-killing ruling
9th U.S. Circuit Court 
sides with enviros

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK FILE

A gray wolf runs near Blacktail Pond in Yellowstone National Park in Park 

County, Wyo. A 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals panel ruled Tuesday that 

a U.S. District Court judge erred when he ruled in favor of the USDA’s 

Wildlife Services.
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Part 1: Western settlement to Earth Day to reintroduction 

COURTESY OF THE PINCHER CREEK VOICE

COURTESY OF THE JACKSON HOLD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

ABOVE: Roy McBride stands next to six wolves killed in the Upper Flat 

Creek area in 1902. Wolves were actively hunted in the Greater Yellowstone 

region in the early 1900s in order to protect livestock and were effecively 

eraticated from the region by the the 1930s. TOP: Ranching in the West 

once took place on the open range when it was known as the public 

domain, prior to the creation of the federal Bureau of Land Management. 

In those days, ranchers and farmers were both encouraged and helped by 

the government in eliminating predators such as wolves.

Attitudes toward predators 
change over time
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